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The symbol, and for many people, the
ultimate goal, of all that is done in the name
of Third World development is the suffering
child. The image of the hungry child - hungry
in the wake of war, famine, pestilence or
poverty - is arguably the most potent image
of the twentieth century. The way Mankind
has come to notice and respond to the
sufferings of children around the world
represents a landmark in the history of ideas.
This book is about the postwar experience in
trying to realise an ideal, ft is about how the
nations - through one particular organization
- came to address the problems of children in
the developing world.
This organization is Unicef, the United Nations
Childrens Fund, and its story forms the central
thread of this book. Its development over the
forty years of the postwar period is a
reflection of the many debates - on hunger,
the environment, population growth, health
for all, women's rights - which have
characterized the evolution of thinking about
development. Sitting astride the voluntary
humanitarian movement and the technical
assistance programmes, Unicef is a unique
organization within which many different
strands of social and economic co-operation
fuse, overlap and sometimes struggle for
ascendancy.
The idea behind Unicef's creation was that no
child should have to endure hunger, sickness
or lack of care in a world with enough
resources for everyone, and to spare.
It sounded so simple in 1946, but it has proved
a surprisingly difficult target. Nothing could be
more complex, in fact, than to feed, succour
and care for the worlds hungry and
malnourished children. Forty years later, the
challenge has not changed, but those who
have tried to meet it are older and wiser and
have come a long way. The road they have
trodden is full of hope and disillusion,
excitement and disappointment, gain and loss.
This is also their story. Maggie Black reaches
beyond the growth of Unicef and
international aid to present the human face to
all the energy, goodwill, science and effort so
far expended in trying to build a better future
for the children of all of us.




