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1. UNICEF leadership in defending and meeting the needs of “Childres in
especially difficult circusstances™ (E/ICEF/1986/L.3) is beartily welcomed by
the International Association of Schools of Social Work {JASSW). Protecting
and helpiog such ch - 1

o e

work profession. Preparicg qualified personnel to carry out the service
function is a sajor concera of the schools of social work that make up the

membership of IASSW, the only official world-wide organization represeating
soclal work education.

2. Of particular interest to IASSW are the recommendations pertaisming to
capacity building and organization. Typically included as subjects of study
in social work education are: policy and programse anslysis. programme
implementation and evaluation in all areas of child weifare. The nearly SO0
schools located in universities. jnstitutes and non-profit organizations in 70
countries in every geographical region represent a vast array of dedicated
teachers, students and practitioners. For UNICEF they constitule & valuable
reservoir of scholarly resources. research capacities. practitioner networks.
plus years of "hands-on~ experience working with abandoned. endangered.
exploited and abused children in a range of capacities from grass-roots social
developrent to social policy and planning. Training and education at every
academic level are available within the membership of the Association.

3. IASSW applauds the recommendation that UNICEF strengthen not only its
own capacity and that of Governments. but also the capacities of aniversities.
institutes and non-governmental organizations in planning and programme
developaent, personnel training. and pilot programmes. The many affiliates of
JASSW stand ready to collaborate with UNICEF thrcugh contracting.
collaboration or provision of specialized personnel and data needed for
effective service to children in especially difficult circumstances. Much of
the information indicated in the recommendation already exists and is
available from these affiliates. Through collaboration with 1ASSW. the UNYCEF
initiative could save significant time and resources in establishing advocacy
networks. many of which are already in place and well tended.

4. IASSW is eager to join with UNICEF at the international and country
levels in building bridges and lighting “the beacen for tomorrow”. The
details of co-operative work will be explorsd immediately upon approval by the
Executive Board of the policy directions so persuasively znd effectively
outlined in the report on "Children in especially difficult circumstances™.
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