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Statement by the International Association of Schools of Social Mortc
on "Children in especially difficult clrgostances.'' for the

UNICEF Executive Board Meeting. 14 to 25 April 19*6

1. UNICEP leadership la defending and acetiac the needs of "Calldrca la
especially difficult circumstances' (E/ICEF/1906/L.3) is heartily welcomed by
the International Association of Schools of Social work (IASSM}- Protecting
.•S* h^pingjMcJuct>Udjr«o.,J>»> ̂ wajg^foM .â qrnt raj,.arriy,|r>.of, rh« aocial—.̂ -
nork profession. Preparing qualified personnel to carry oat the acnrlee
function is a aajor concent of the schools of social work that make up the
aeabership of IASSM. the only official world-wide organization rrjurramtlnr
social work education.

2. Of particular interest to IASSM are the recoaatendatlons pertaialac to
capacity building and organization. Typically included as subjects of study
in social work education are: policy and prograaae analysis, prograaae
lapleaentation and evaluation in all areas of child welfare. The nearly 500
schools located in universities, institutes and non-profit organizations in 70
countries in every geographical region represent a vast array of dedicated
teachers, students and practitioners. For CXICEF they constitute & valuable
reservoir of scholarly resources, research capacities, practitioner networks,
plus years of "hands-on" experience working with abandoned, endangered,
exploited and abused children in a range of capacities froa grass-roots social
developaent to social policy and planning. Training and education at every
acadeaic level are available within the aeabership of the Association.

3. IASSW applauds the recoaaendatioa that UNICEF strengthen not only its
own capacity and that of Governments, but «slso the rapacities of universities.
institutes and non-governaental organizations in planning and prograaae
developaent. personnel training, and pilot prograoaes. The many affiliates of
IASSW stand ready to collaborate *ith CNICEF thresh contracting.
collaboration or provision of specialized personnel and data needed for
effective service to children in especially difficult ciron-stances. Much of
the information indicated in the recommendation already exists and is
available from these affiliates. Through collaboration with IASSH. the CXTCEF
initiative could save significant time and resources in establishing advocacy
networks, many of which are already in place and *el3 tended.

4. IASSW is eager to join with CXICEF at the international and country
levels in building bridges and lighting ~the beacon for tomorrow". The
details of co-operative work will be explored imisediately upon approval by the
Executive Board of the policy directions so persuasively znd effectively-
outlined in the report on Children in especially difficult circuastances".
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