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RECXMEiK&flQII (S? flffi SKEOflTJVE DIRKTC®
FOR AH AJPFOBflOiiiST TO BBia FOR EXBINSION
OF MTERKAI. AjP. GHUD mFJJtE SERVICES,

In this paper the Administration recommends, subject to the availability of

isy an apportionment to Israel of 43P*000 from the Eastern Ifediterranean Area^

>cation for the purchase of equipment and aipplies to assist in the expansion

oaternal and child.-welfare services* This reconmendation represents an

snsion of a programme already in operation for which a first apportionment of

,000 tras approved by the Exepixtive Board in Mbvet4>er 1951 (EAGEF-lSll* paras*

•09Q.) . . ; . . . . , • . ' . ; ; . • ' . : : ' , - - ^ - ' : •

Probleip , . . -
JJ-*"* -**** "̂* "̂̂ i'* • ) . , . . • --

A general outline of statistical background and the main features of maternal

child Yrelfare problems and services in Israelisrere set forth in tiie. November 1953

omnendation to the Board (E/I0EF/^/IteVtl)» .Since the end of 195Q, the popu-
* • "

ion has further increased by more .than 250,000 and now totals over 1»JJOOjOOO.

s figure includes a large number of immigrants. The number of annxtal births

risen from 36,000 ijft 1593, to an average of 50,000 in 19̂ 1 and 1952. ^e
t

ernment has* mean-while, maintained its policy of developing preventive health

vices for mothers and children and has attonpted* despite severe economic pro^

ms, to keep pace Ttfith .the rapid expansion of the population* There are at

sent 270, infant -welfare centres* ,-The need for. additional work in this field in

•al areas, especially in- the nesf Swpigraiitf selit^leneni^s, is dewonstrated by the

) ; / . • • • ; - - J%$%m8$ .
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fc ; that the infant mortality rate continues to rise with the highest rate in 1951

oc irring in rural areas settled by lmmigr*c!ntsj registering 82 per 1000 live births

ag jompared with a rate of 39»02 for the iftole country and of 1? for the collective

se elements (Ribbuzim*)

3« The facts indicate that most of the morbidity and mortality among infants can

be ittributed directly to preventable causes, in which lack of knowledge of

hj Lene and basic child care principles plays an important role.

lj« the previous assistance by UJIJCEF to Israel for a long-rtcrm programme of child

CE 5 provided $140,000 for the supply of transport servicing 120 MJf centres, and a

sn Ll amount of equipment* Practically all of these supplies were delivered by the

Ax imn of 1952, and have already produced beneficial effects on the programme^ •

al lough it is too early to give a full evaluation* I>aring a recent field survey*

a .siting TJUEGEF representative had an opportunity to accompany some of the MDH

te is on a typical round of duties served by the UHICSF vehicles* He reported
4

ev Isnce of effective "vrork vtoich had been made possible solely through the provision

oi ;hese cars» They have ensured the regular servicing of many villages -which were

pi dously beyond reach due to impossible roads and long distances* and the retentior

of lurses previously about to resign on account of the fatigue of haphazard transport

Th ie cars have also been able$ in a few cases, to save childrenfs lives by

ec 'gency transport to hospitals' for severe illnesses*

0b iotives' and Plan of Action

51* The Government proposes to direct its main efforts ̂ towards the expansion of the

. ex iting network of infant welfare centres for maternal and child health with special

em lasis on preventive vrork in rurrQ. areas. During the financial years 1953/5& an

ad .tional (thirty sucn centres are planned, about one third in each of the southern̂

/central and
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c .tral and northern areas* This addition will bring the total of functioning -

...8 tions in the country to 300. Some of the new centres in the Galilee region are

t be opened in Arab villages where no adequate services have been available

h herto» These centres -will each serve a population of about 100, pregnant women,

1 >A?0 infants, !?00/600 children aged 1«6 years* and 800 school children*.

F •& of these feren-fcytSarger centres will include a Qualified midwife on- the staff *

T \ centres operating in smaller settlements will be in the charge of one public

h O.th nurse and visiting obstetrician and paediatrician. Twenty of the (Jen-tares

•w 1 be staffed by tno fully qualified public health nurses, and one nursery nurse

a an aid> with paediatrician, obstetrician and qye specialist, as visiting doctors.

6 In the Galilee region, and in one or two new settlements where circumstances
•. . • • /. • - -., .* .,

j itify it, the Government intends to begin a domiciliary midwifery service*

A ihough hitherto more than 90$ of births in Israel have taken place in institutions

3 has been found that in certain areas the scarcity and cost of transportation to
' V ' * ' * : . / ' ' '"• • > * , ' • • • * ' ''<'"'•--•' , * •

1: ipital, lack of telephone service and prejudices against institutional deliveries

t re brought about an increase in the number of non-hospital cases* It is

£ jnifioant also that there has been a sharp increase in infant mortality from
i, * . - . . " ' ' ' • • * . . . . . . - • . , - . - , .

t ianusj indicating umbilical complications arising out of untrained assistance at

c ifinements.
:„ . . . , , . * , . . . , - • . . ' • „ " > :• , - - • « , • - 6 ^ . . • _ , t

1 In the Galilee area, near Tiberiasi it is proposed to open a ten-toed maternity

I iie to serve a large new immigrant settlement adjoining a camp of some 8*000

3 nigrants. Personnel and buildings are already available. The local Municipal

c moil will share with the Government the costs of maintenance expenses* The
' ,'• " » . . . ' .

i bernity will "be staffed by two nddwivesj a visiting obstetrician and pediatrician

i i supporting psrsbhheli ... ,. ... . /,8 ,In addition

'••' . • -.,"• • ' ' . - . • : » • • - : -*' i , ;< • • - . ; • , •.•,.•:,;,- ' •
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8, In addition to equipment and expendable supplies for the above nev; stations,

th UMICEF would provide a small amount of soap and.fish oil capsules for distribu-

ti in 100 of the already existing centres*

9* The Ministry of Health.v/ill 'administer the program.

T O SF Gommitanents . . . - . . •

10 If this recommendation is approved UMICEF-would provide*

Standard equipment and expendable supplies for, one year for ;$1°,?00
30 additional M3W centres including:

Midrrifery kits and incidentals for 5 MSf centres 1 „

33,000 Ibs of soap and 2,600,000 fish liver oil capsules
for 100 centres . - . 8,300

Equipment and supplies for 10-bed maternity home 2*000

Total $30,000

223 "fpsnt Coramitoents

Hi The Government undertakes the following commitments:

(a) The construction of the buildings of the 30 centres

and the maternity home* Several of the buildings are

already available. Estimated Capital Costs IS. 120,000 (approx US $336,000)

(b) To provide an annual budget to cover

the upkeep of the buildings^ maintenance
, " ' , - . t '"'' ' . • ' * :

of transportation and salaries of the

staff* This budget vtf.ll become part of

the permanent financial provisions of the

" Ministry of Health, Some of the Staff

are already trained and can be employed

as soon as centres and supplies are •

ready. Estimated annual cost? H» 120,000 (approx IS v336>000)

• , .-;,̂ ^^ -4S •
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Otl ;• foteymtiongil^^Participation and Technical Apjaroval . v . .:':::;,

12, The program has the technical approval of WHO. The, Public Health Planning

ofJ jer of the WHO Regional Office ravimed the Government's proposals' during a

rec it visit to Israel. WHO t£H continue to be closely consulted in the development

of ae programme and Tirill aid jtn determining final supply specifications* The

Eas 3rn Mediterranean Area Social Welfare Adviser has also been consulted on Social

•vrel ore aspects of the project with -which he is in agreement* He 'has' expressed his

pr< iredness to cooperate further during th® implementation of the plan of

op< at ions*

Taj 3t Time, Schedule

13, The equipment and supplies will be delivered as the centres are ready irith

fai lities and staff, starting by the aid of Summer, 1953•

UK EF Representation

lii Israel is in the area serviced by the Eastern Mediterranean Area Office and

vd! continue to be visited regularly by personnel from that office*

To 1 UICTCEF Aid

1$ If this recommendation is approved, UHICEF aid to Israel will total 0875*000

as ollovran
Shipped

Fe .ing and Nutrition

Le .her and Textiites

M3

IE

Uri •ogrammed
UC

When Approved

Nov.»i#> June'50

Nbv.'fiOj My '51

June £$50

Nov. I9k9> Nov#l

April 1952

19ii8/52

393 A°0

22,800

92,1^00

1953 and after

Reoommended thisi dogMsnt
VatsZ " '^oo^ob

3j5,900

300,000
35,800
30jOOO ^
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Ii sominendation

: , The Administration reooTOaends, subject to availability of funds:

a) that apportionment to Israel of $30>OQO from, the Eastern Ifediterranean

Area allocation for the provision of shipment an4 supplies including

drugs, diet supplements and soap, for the expansion of WS services, and

b) that the Administration be authorised to approve a plan of operations

as outlined above*

•»<lJhiX̂ 3̂ i*̂ J-Ufê Md/.i»,Ĵ , v>.,


