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ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

UN 'ED NATTIONS INTERNATIONAL CHIXIPSH!S
By [roumg Gompdttce BT .

RECOMERDATION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
FOR AN APPORTICNMNT TO ISRAEL FOR EXPANSION
OF MATERNAL AND CHIID WELFARE SERVICES,

1. In this mper the Administration recommends, subject to the availability of
fv is, an apportionment to Isragl of $30,000 from the Eastern Mediterranean Area,
al scation for the purchase of equipment and sipplies to assist in the expansion
o naternal and child wé].faré servicess. This recommendation represents an’
smsion of a p:'og;fammé.alreaclzr. in operation for which a first apportionment of
§l 000 was ai:pro.ved‘by "t.he Executive Board in November 1951 (E/ICEF-18l, parase.

L *1903) g
2. A general outline of statistical background-and the maln features of waternal

child welfare problems and services in Israel were set forth in the November 1951

r ommendation to the Board (E/ICEF/2hli/Revel)s Since the end of 1950, the popu-
ion has further increased by more than 250,000 and now totals over 1,500,000,
T s figure includes a large number.éf immigrantse The number of amnual births
h risen from 36,000 in 199, to an average of 50,000 in 1951 and 19524 The
- G ernment has, meanwhile, ‘m;.inﬁainad its policy of devcloping prg}rglﬁive health
s vices for mothers and children and has attempted, despite severe ecommic pro=-
b ms, to keep pace With the rapid cxpansion of the populations . There arc at
p sent 270,31;6':3:1&; we:Lfare centrese . The need foxj,iaddit;onal work in this field in

r -al areas, especially in j;he ney immigrant settlements, is demmstraﬁed by the
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; that the infont mortality rate continues to rise with the highest rate in 1951
wring in rural areas settled by immigrants, registering 82 per 1000 live births
:ompar‘ed with a rate of 39.02 for the whole. o@tmtzy and of 17 for the collesctive
;lements (Kibbuzims )

The facts indicatc that most of the morbidity and mortslity among inf:nts can
ibtributed directly to preventsble causes, in which lack of knowledge of
lene and basic child care prcincipies plays an imporiont role.

The previous assistance by UNICEF to Israel for a long-tcrm programme of child
: provided $40,000 for the supply of transport servicing 120 MCW centresy and a
1 amount of equipment, Practically all of fhese supplies were delivered by the
un of 1952, and have already produced beneficial effects on the progrommey - -
ough it is too early to give a full evaluation, During a recent field survey,
.siting UNICEF representative had an opportunity to accompany some of the MCH
15 on a typical round of duties served by the UNICEF vehicless He reported
lence of effective Wérk which had becn made possible solely through the provislon
‘hese Acars. They have ensured the regular servicing of many villages which were
riously ‘péyond reach due 1o :'meossibie roads md long distonces, and the retentior
wrses proviously about to resign on account of the fatigue of haphaza:ﬁ transport
ie cars have also been ables; in a fow cases, to save childrenfs lives by
‘gency tronsport to hospit';.?ls' for severe 1llnesses.

otives’ and Plan of Action

The Government proposcs to direct its main efforts towards the expansion of the
‘ting notwork of infant welfarc centres for maternal and child health with special
1ngis on preventive work in rursl arecase During the finmmeial years 1953/5h an

tional thirty such centres_ are planned, about onc third in each of the southern,
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tral and northern arevas.' This addition will bring the total of functioning -
tions in the country to 300, Some of the new centres in the Galilee region are
be opened in Arab villages where no adequate services have been available
hertos These c'enktz"es‘ will each serve a population of about 100. -megnant‘women;
/170 infants, 500/600 children aged vl-6 years, ond 800 school childrens .

& of these ﬁ-feﬁﬁr“iisﬁger. centres will include a qualified midwife on the staff,
i centres operating in emaller settlements will be in the charge of orie public
Jlbh nursge and visiting obstetrician and paed:.atrician. Twen‘by of the centres
1 be staffed by tvro ﬁllly guo.lified publ:w health mirses and one mwsexy mrse

an aldy wit.h paediatrician, obstetricn.an and eve specialist as visitinb doctors.

In the Galllee region, and in one or two new settlements where cirecumstonces
:tif.‘y ity the Governrren’o intends to begin a domiciliary midwifery service.
shough hitherto mare than 90% of births in Isroel have taken place in institutions ‘
has been found that in certain areas the scarcity and cost of transportation to
ipitaly lack of telephone service a.nd prejudices ag,ainst instit.u’oional deliveries
re broughts about an i.nerease in the number of non-dmspital co.ses. It is
n:l.ﬁ.oant 2l.80 that there has been a sharp increa,se in :Lnil.nt mortality from
uamxs, indicatlng umbilicei eomplica.tions a.rismg out of untrained assietance at
finements. e . ,

In the Galilee area, near Tiberlae, it :Ls eroposed to open a ten~bed maternity
1e to serve a large new immigrant settlement adjoining a camp of some 8,000 |
rlgrants, Personnel and buildings are alreacty available. The locel mniaipal
meil will share with the Government the costs of maint,eneme expensese The

ternity w1l be staffed by two nﬁ.dvives , a vis:.ting obstetrioian end pediatrician

3 supporting rersonnel. o/ ,8 In addition




E/ 'mF/Re.L13
Pa ' Iy

8¢ In addition to eqﬁipment and expendable supplies for the above new stations,
th UNICEF would provide a small amount of soap and.fish oil capsules for distribu-
ti  in 100 of the already existing centress

9¢ The linistry of Health will adminisker the program.

UN EF Commitments

10 If this recommendation is approved UNICEF would provide:

Btandard equipment and expendable- supplies for .one year for :$19,700
30 additional MOW centres including:

1dvifery kits and incidentals for § IOV centres L .
13,000 1bs of soap and 2 $600,000 fn.sh liver oil eapsules

for 100 centres . 84300
Equiprment and supplies for 10-bed maternity home - 24000
Total = §$30,000

- Goy -ninent Gormnitments

11, The Government undertakes the follom.ng conmn.’cmentss |
'(a) The constmction of the build:.ngs of the 30 centives
and the maternity home¢ Several of the buildings are
already available, Estimated Capital Cost: Idk 120,000 (approx US $336,000)
(b) To provide an annual budget to cover
the upkeep of the buildings, ma:mtenance
- of transpcrta’cion and salaries ‘of the |
' s’caﬁ‘. This budget will become parb o;f.‘
the perma.nent financio.l provisions of Lhe
JEinistry of Health, Some of the Staff

are already trained and can be employed

'as soon as centres and supplies are

veady, Estimated amnual costy Th 120,000 (approx US $336,000)
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» International Participation and Technical Approval

The prdgram 'has‘ the technical approval of WHO., The Public Health Planning -
ser of the WHO Regional Office reviewed the Govérnment's prb'pb’sals’”&urin'g a
1t visit to Israel. WHO will contimue o be closely consulted in the development
16 progrome and will aid in determining final supply specificaticiids The
srn Mediterranean Area Social Welfare Adviser has also beén consulted on Social
wre aspects of the project with which he is in agreemeﬁt. - He 'has' expressed his
iredness to cooperate further during the implementation of the plan of

abionse

st Time Schedule
The equipment and supplies will be delivered as the centres are ready with
lities md staff, starting by the end of Summer, 1953,

EF Representation

Israel is in the area serviced by the Eastern Mediterranean Area Office and
continue to be visited regularly by personnel from that office,

1 UNICEF Aid

If this recommendation is approved, UNICEF aid to Israel will total {875,000

ollowss Shipped
‘ When Apnroved 19h8/52 1953 and after
ing and Nutrition Noverli9, June!50
Nove'EO, Moy 'SL 393,100 _
her and Textiles June {§50 22,800 —
Nove 1949, Novdsl 92,400 16,4900
_ April 1952 _ 300,000
‘ogrammed . —- 19,800
Reogmne%g:gl th;\s dommenggm | v %O:OOQ
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sommendation

1 +  The Administration recommends ,xbsubject to availability of fundss

a) that apportionment to Israel of $30,000 from the Bastern Mediterranean
Arca allocation for the provision of equipment and supplies including
drugs, diet supplements and soap, for the expansion of MW -services, and

b) +that the Administration be authorized to approve a plan of operations

as outlined above.




