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l.’ ,,In,thispaperthe Administrationrecomnends$sub$ectto the availabilityof

ftids,an apportionmentfrom the EuropeArea ailgcatio~~O: ti&Q9000to ~ta~ysfop the

extensionof the nationalprogrammefor the careof prematureinfants. This exten-

sionphaseof UhICLFassist~ce has been foreseen”since’.~95~and the broadlinesOf,.
its expected’devel&ment,were’outlinedin docum&t 2/ICEF/R,22&$,therecommendation

..

coveringthe initialphaseof Ul\ICfiFaide Paragraph17 of that Recommendation
‘.

llFuturerequeststo helpequipthe remainingcentresare likelyto be’put ,.stated:-

forwaidby the ItalianGovernment,atthe next sessionof.the ExecutiveBoard”,”The

progressmade in thisprogrammehas been,recordedin s~ccessiveExecutive’IJirectorts,.

ProgressReports. .
...-..

2, On the basisof fi/ICLF/R~224,~he use”ofti35,000was,authorizedby the Board,,
in October1951,from an unexpendedbalanceof fundspreviouslyallocatedto Ital-y,

to help createthe first sevenpilotcentresin It;ly$wherepersonne~couldbe

trtinedand experiencegainedin the‘modernmethodsof carefor savingthe Ii.ves

prematurebabies. In the courseof 1953~.,withWiO Technicalapprovalja further

+20,000were utilized’fromunprogrammedfundsto consolidatethe sameCentres6

~

3. ‘1’he.backgroundfor,requestkgaid in the developme~tofservi’cesto care

of

for

premature in Italywas give,nin @lJEF/L2~0 Thisdocumentreyiewedthe problem

of prematurityas it was belikvedto existat that ttieo The initiationof the

firstUNICllFAded prematureprogramme,end the closeattentionwhikhthe.13egional.

Officeof WHO’hasgivento the Italisgproject$’have,maaeit possibleto assess,’
betterthe prevalenceo<”prema$urebirthsand,theirincidenceirrelationto infant

mort~ty rates’fidifferent partsof Xtdy. The g~neralsituationtodayis the
,- /followirig:‘“

,!
—
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.followiqj:.thereare no statistical
,’ prematurityin Italy: In restricted

MaternityHospital,somefiguresare

data as such-availableon the incidenceof ..

areas,as withinthe Civum=r$ption of
>,,a.

available, In certainmaternityhospitalsin ..

the northernpartof the cotitry,figuresshowing“about7% of thd totalnumberof “. 4,.
live birthshave been recorded, In thesouth, figuresare higher,more e8P3Ch11.Y

\-
ammg illegitimatebirths-(up to 16-lT~in someareas)~ .. . .,

40 I;iththe above+nentionedfigureof~~ in mind) it.meYbe pefiSsible ‘0 “

ass~e that 2.%ofalJ-liveb,irthsame under 2,000’gr.at birthand.ir”needof ...

specializedcare-”‘Thispercentagemay not be quiteacc~ate for Ita)y,but it is ““I’

based’or~’data from a neighboring c:ount~,.ise:.?rance,’wheretho experience”gained

in the nationalprogr=efor-.the careof’pre”matures:haspetitted a.clo~~-siydy’”~~ :

‘of the prevalenceof p’rematurity~ . .“...,- ,.
“5* Bearing’in inindthe follo@.ngofficialdata on ,1.ivebirthsand’basedon the ‘

abovemethodof calculation,’the fc)llotigappio-te evaluationof premat~ity ‘ ;. . .... . .
can be m+de:: ““~~ .. .. PrematureInfints “- : . ‘-.’,,
‘Year , , Live Births ‘: “Und&.2,500 Under.-2,000grtiBirth -:

l.~ei~ht(2$$) .
.. . .. ,,

.

1948 “70,4W ,. 20;12Q’ :’”<’ “::.~ l,005j851”, ‘
.,.

1949 “’” 937;u6-. . ., ;.65;600- ,. - ,. 18,740 \ ~

1950 . 908,622 63,600 .- 18,710 ‘... : “,,.-.
,., . .’.. .....,’ ,,

6, The followingfigurbsextractedfromf~e officialstatistics,give’somti’L -

guidanceas to”thee“xtentof the problem, The combinedfig&e,of the.n~bei of . ~

~.chil~en”who die duringthe fir’styek of 3ife from.conge~tal’debi~ty.,,congenital‘

“malformationsand premat~’ity,w.erf~
. .

1948:

1949:

. . .’ ,1950?!.

.“’

for the wholecount~: .. .,

Althopghthe absolutenumber,’ofdeiathsfromthese causesis de-creasing,so is-the “

number”ofbirths,as just shomin paras 50 Thus the problemof prematurityremains

as seriousin relationto live birth?~ In the above .figWesit shouldbe asstied... .

that.deathsfromprematurityand congenitaldebilityconstitutethe’majorityof’th$:
!. ,,..

cases,congenitalmalformationbeiriga le,ssimpor’tzint~cause’of’deaths .“

17*” Fr&”this
I .

I ,.
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Frw. thisdiscussionit is justifi~.bleto assurethat the incidenceof

prcm.tarcx,under 2,000:jr~ii’birthjis in ‘thenci:;hbourhoxlof 209000a yearo

The prcxx’turcsbetween2,000and 2}s00 ~ro should”>ea~.c’,c<.tot~lisnu..lbcrgbut they

to not ;cncrallyrequirespecializedcarcgalthou~hclcseattentionnustbc Liven

to c2chindividualcase.
‘,

8, Fi~urcsfror.1officialstatistics“onlt.eatksfrcm the threeabove-ncntienecl—.

causesin sale largercities‘in19S0arc as fcllows$

NortlncrnItaly

1;ilan
Turin
Gcnoa
Bclo~na

.-

Florcnce
Venice
Padua

28.0
,29.6

‘,31:;

33*O ~
34tv9
56.7

CentralItaly , /

Rme 40.L1
Ilajles . 56.5 0

SouthernItaly

,Palcrrm(Sicily) 69J5 - /
T&”alto 71.6
Ca@iari (Sarcl.inia) 9401

.,

Thesef~~urcsshow a rluchhi:~hcrincidcnccas onc flrc::rcsscss::uthin the countryO

9. The infantrmrtalityrate has also shmn a slcwl.yfal.lin,:tcm’.cncyin the. . .
lastyears:

1949 , 74.

1950‘ 63.8

19.51 66.6

195’2 64.1

,, Officialfi~urcs‘for

.

(,47,1to 110~1accordin~to the rc:;ion)

‘(38,7to100e9

(4141to 120,4

(39.4t~ 106.2

19S’32rcil~t ;Wt

.11 II !1 1! ) .
II n It lt )

II !! !! !! )’
available.

10; The hi~herfi:urcsori~inatcfr.m theSouth,~.Dis,cwm of the ti:cstivcancl
)

‘rcpiratoryor:;aws’tillt~”c a hwvy till of.infa.ntsunc’.er~ile year in thcSeareas, ‘
,,

whereasin C6ntralItalyjand.;:articul.arly& the nmthj thereis a rclativdy

hti:hernco-natali:lcrtili.~in which prcmturity ;;laysan ir.qmrtantr~lee

fionswucntw “
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,.. . .
,. \“ .,,
bo~sequently,most’attentionshouldbe givenat presenttothe,.care of &ematures

in regionswherethey run a ,minhumrisk of beingvictimsof current”dis~ases,’duing ‘
,.”

the latterpart of infancy, ...,,,.
NationalEfforts,to :improvethe situation _ , ,

., ‘. dMCW Activities ,

110 While”theHigh Cmnmiss&:iatfor Hygiene(~ thellinistryof tho Ihterior) “ ~
-, . .

is concernedwi~h ~blic Healthand sa.nitation-gcfierally~and the ‘fA&inis&azione ,
,.

pergli Aiuti‘Iniernazionalill(AAI - which alsoacts as the UI?IC~LiaisonO“iganiha- ~

,’tio.n)with’t~edevelopmentof programniosof assistanceto tifants~dchil&enj a

para-governmentalorganizationc@lcd-l!Opcr~Nazionalepcrla~ctczionc dclla “ “,,., .,
Matcrnit:o dclllInfanziall(ONYII),hds the specificresponsibilityfor dealingwith

most of the pothcrand childcare in the prc-nqtal’and,imr&di~.tc~post-natal -‘ <..,,.
periods.” Thccarc,of ~rcmaturc,sis &imarily theresponsibility’ofthe’~nivcrsi@ _._:.

clinics. ,
,, :,,. .!’, ~.

12.
.

A summaryo~ONMIls qctijiti,csin 19S2”(19~3not’available),shows: , ,,~.,
-“’1.Maternalout--p~ticnt,dispcnswics, 2$073 , , ~ ~ .

2. -Pediatricout-patientdisp+ns.ai-i&- 4/75’ $ : “, “o ,.
30 .Dcrmosnhilopa.tia-out-paticn-t-dispcns. 67, . . .“”: ‘,

4. ‘Day-cqrc,homes&dctibchcs ‘, ‘ J “, 56 , . ~,’

“.S?lkitCrnalCantccqs ‘: ‘“ ,767’ “ ‘ : ~~.. ;..“ \
‘These’’scrviccs’arclocatcd~i;townsandvillagcsthroughoutItaly; a numbtirof,.thcm
have beengroupedinto,institutiionscalIcd~Cascdclla’1.!adrce d~l.Bambinolljof,,,

which280 existedti.19~20” It is intendedthat thenumber of theseinsti~tio’ns,

‘&icharc”complete IICHCa’ircswith thb five s&vices ngnt~ofi~d~bo~cjsh~l”bc, ‘“

.grcatlyincreased.. lh 29~2‘alanc~18 ~Tcre~cstablishcdoIn’’thcfisczlycar,
,.

19~1-S2,183$125mothersand‘~17,$20”babicsmade a firstvisitto”thcscdispcns&~sW ‘,’
.

In all>OIWI rcportsjtwo mil~on mothersand childrenwcz+caidedtk+ yca!r~. ,,
;’

Progressmacicin implementingthe PilotCentrc~ . ‘,, , , ..., ’,..“,
. . .

Seven-Ccntrcs,primarilyrelatedto thcvarious Univcrsi~yPcd&tric Clinics,
,.

13* - . , -

were selcctcdirithe followingc:iticsto b~thc demonstrationand.tra~tig,basis forJ. .
aqd the nuclcus”ofj.anationalpreqa.tqreprogra~cto be constantlyexpanded9 ..

,.
T~il~ -“2 Ccntrcs -

,... . ‘ Gcnoi - 1 ccnt:r+ -

(1: UniversityPcdiitricClinic) . ,,
(1: FoundlingHor~c), ~~ ,:

,,,’ .’
University.Pediatric’Cl~lic,’ ,:, ,

.“ ,. filorcncc., ....



- UniversityPediatricClinic

II II 1!
Florence - 1 centre

lJaples - 1 cent,re
II 11 ‘II

.. .

thesecentressa :rouptraining’coursewas held

‘11 ome 2 centres

Jib. Priorto the establishmentof

in Tr&ce un’derthe jointauspicesof

UNICEF. Eight doctorsandten nurses

the InternatimalCilildrenfsCentre$WO and

attendedand upon theirreturnto ItalySwere’

employedir-thepilotcentresreferredto above(see‘iTrain@ of Staffltbelovr)~

15* Of the sevencentresjonlyfivehavebeen operatin~to c’.ateoThe‘tWORome

Centreshavebeen,undergointiextensivework to make suitableprenisesavailable One
,. .

of the ti~ocentresis due to f~ction in Aprilor Lay;’nott’opening:clatel!csriyet be

givenfor the othere .
,.-

160 The activitiesof the five operatingcentreshavebeen as”foll.owsin 1953

(thecentr&began to functionend*19~2$beg. 19~3):0-
;L

ClinicL Period Premature ctiedfor up to 2$s00grs. at birth

Ililan(IToO1)

Jan-June’19S3

July-Deca1953 n9a@
,

/

30 (16.7Z) .,

‘Wan (i;o,2)

J~-June 1953 179 ‘ “,
“July-Dee.1953 naa.

. .“.

80

n.ae

Genoa

=an-June 19$3 ““39(49.7%1‘

29 (31+$) ;
,.

July-Dec.1953 .93’, ”

Naples

Jan-June39G3 31 U (48”.3%)

July-Dec.1953 ~ (45.9%”)“ “

i.e, 1953 32

Florence

Jan~June19s3
.,

, iL3

ti9-.

38 (27s3$)

Q (32.8%) - ‘

77’””

July-Dec.19s3

!t@e.1953

170 On the assumptionthab the‘numberscaredfor in the two :~ilanCentreswere

approximatelythe same in the secondseme$~!er19s3,as in l+hef,irst,we may sumxarize
/ ,.,, ,- /the activities
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the activities’ofthe five centres~as follkws~for,19~3: ‘
,.’

f@proximate total numbercaredfOr: l,OW

~$pproximatetotalnumberof livessaved: ‘749’;- “

180. h ApriI1953Sa circular-letterwas issuedW tie.HiGhCOIIKL~SSariattO

all 18 prefectsof proviiices,lw”ginGthem,to intensifyefiortsto obtainstatistics

-on premat’mebirthswithin eacl~prov~ces W requestingthatdoctorsand midwives

who attendat deliveries,submitreportsto the lQc&l.health’officers’”onthe-nuniber

of premature borne Fur~h&S it & r~comded in tie s~’.circ~?r that an e=

deavour~e made to hospitalizeeachpre~ture h need of special-c=e~”
,, .’ -

The ~overmmentMqueSt ‘

,.

. . .

196 ~~ On”30 Hovember1953 the OovernmemtrequestedILICEFassistance@ exten~g

theseservicesto other-Itali~lcitiess”ashad.beenforeseeninE/lCEF/llG224*The
.

8 additionalcentresto be tidedwouldbe the folltigt ,

1. Bologna , (l~o~hernIt-) ‘ ~ ~~ : ~ ‘

‘2. Padua ‘n n- ;, ,,
1.

3&&_ Turin (2 centres) II 11

,7Q. Tazanto n It,, . .,, ,.. .

8. I?aleimo , “ .(Sic&] ‘: ““’ ‘. ‘.

visit”bya WHO Adviserfor th~sProgrm) fi.o~er to stUdYthis -qu?~t~ ~d !his-
,.

recommendationtakeshis findingsf~ into account. , _’.

Propose~Plan of Operations“

Turin ‘
!.

. .,./

21. “ Fo&dling Hqmeo Thisis an important’ins,itutionfor-i31egitiin@techildr~$ “,,

mllichreceived236 chil&en l(astyesm Althoughthe numberof’prematuresdid not

=ceed 36 duringthis period>thereis”evew reasonto believethat thenumberwill

ticrease;.A &aternityhospitalwill be esta.~lishedshortlyin.the same$nstitution~
.

whereaspreviouslynewbornbab:ieshad been sentfrom outlyin~’~ternityhospitals-

The areaserviced.byt@~ insti&tion.~LIJ-as aresult & e~tendedo Appropriate-~

arran~enentshavebeen made dor a prematureinfantunitwith spacefor 8 ii.ncuwtorss
,.

@wb-?ort&ble .“

.’ / ,-

.
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TWO portable,incubatorsare also recommendedfor the transportof newbornpremature

Turih

P.
22, University?ediatricClinic. In thisclinic250 stucientsare trained

annuqly. The numberof birthsin Turinis about8)000a year. .!ssumingthe

incidence,ofpremature under2$000~rs,,tobe arol~d2Z a’year,more than160

prematurewill need specializedcare- The followingincreasingnumbersof pre-
-7

matureshavebeen-receivedin the ~ediatricclinic:

1951: 26

19s2: 39 ‘ ,.

1953: 62 ‘
.

It is likelythatthe numberwill increasew’ithimprovedservices. Completere-

arrangementof a part of the clinicis now underwa~ to -meetthenee& of premature.

When accomplishedin a few monthsjit will includeabout30 beds~half of which

shouldbe incubators.It is requestedthat 12 incubators,‘~lusone portable

incubator$be provideds A transportation.servicehasbeen established~fi.tha

special,car$wherebynewbornbabiescan be broughtto the pediatricclinicfor

care.
..

. . .

!,

/

.

. .

.
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,.
Padua

,,,-

23, =rsity PediatricClinic. Pendingthe cor~tnct~onof:a new hospit~$~—,
whichwill be readyin two yearsandwhere a modefiprem~tue iti~t tit ~fi *..~ ,’.

instaued, a sml.lerunit has justbeen conpleted& the e~.stingUnifers$ty -:

PediatricC1.in+cwhichwill t~e about20 premature.* The PNvince @f Pa~ka+=” ‘.
‘ ~The numberof p~matures‘received~ ~703,000i~abitantswith a natalityof ,170/00, ,

in the PediatricW.niC was 26 in 1952 ~ 60 in 19~34.T@’~w-~be.r Of Pfe+””“,’
matures(whichis certainl.y~not,ccmpleie)k’ornin’~e pr~tice in’’W~3 ~’2~7~’” .,,~-=--
The Pe&.atriclCl.inichas constakt~ to rejectdeqandsfor admissionof.’pkematures~

24s Goth hereand ~ Turiria;pediatricianfrm the U’niversi~”Pe&atric”CIJlnic,.
regql.arly‘superictsesnewborn.-b+fes~~ the U~versitY obs~etficc~n!c~.’”

\ ?,,,
25b Thetital’numberof incuhbatorsre~ue$ted.is9, a,d lportable~ :“ ~~~- -..-.,

~olb~a
,., ! .-. .... .., ..A. . .....

. .’ ., .-. <
..’

26, UniversityPediatricCli~~ T~s is,one of the h~st “&po~ant”~~ ~e~-”,.

Iir&nPediatriccliticsin Italy; Extemiivework is‘nowbeing caiv@ out to~‘“i.’.“,.
...

arrangea modernunit $or premature● “once ready,in the sumker’Of 19$X,“it.w~ ~

have space’for”12 incubators’e2 portables~’u” he neededf47 the ~r=sp~fi’~$.’”‘“~.‘, I

newborn‘babies~~especiallyfTO;lthe neafiYWVers it; ObStetriCClmc ● .. > “ .‘“.“.. \

27Q The citylh*,about370$(XIO’inhabitants,tbe.provinceanoth,eq3~Y~OY The

numberof bir~s per-~year is about9}000, The totalnumber“0$prenatW~s received t
& . ..

at the Un.iversit#PediatrieClinicwas: .,,.

in L?5Ls
;’ti7’ ; ., ‘ ,,

/ \ .,1952: 178 .“,, ,,

1?53,: 161 ~~ ,,
,, :.

28. ‘Itis e~ecte~ that a ‘&n+mum~f’+80 ir 2~,~’co~d be earedfOr ,inthe’new

unit, Presentconditionsdo not”cffer s~.tisfactorycare,but the capaci~ en-” ,,...

visage-df&r the’nw centrecorrespondsfairlywell with the,a}~ovefi@res.~,, .. (.’.
.- ,,...

Perug&
,, r,

,,,

29.* UniversityPediatricClile This t&n cf ab&t 10o}O~”+nhab~tan~~,s~~d .c

be servedby a specialisedprematureinfantunite The centrewouldbe able,to’re= ,‘~,..

ceivepremature from thewho= province,
.

especiallyfrm the ~o o~~~’mfin;@ns ~ .,.,,
tith 83,000=@ @~O,@ inhabitantsi“

,,. , ,.. ,

.,.. r \

.1 ,.. -“,.
,

‘.
.-,

,,
,,
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3~t ,’.Plarsfor a newurd.thave%een ma?.eand it is requested‘that~incubators ‘

and 1 portableincubatorbepxxnnhied$ ‘
. .

l’-
Barl

.,

,
.

31, UniversityPediatricClinice This c~inicisstill’in provisionalpremises’

miing’to’destructioncf the hospitalduringthe.war. A greatinteresthas been

mx&fested in this a~eaon the part of”the medicalpersonnelin questionsconceriirn

ing premat@rityjand‘awell establishedservicewould ke importantto servethis ‘

largeregionandg abnv~all}for teachingpqoses ~ -

8 i.gcmbatcrsand2 portablesare request,ede ,,
.,.

Pdermc
,, .- /

,—

32. MaternityInstitute..The @t ,would,,for practicalreasons,not be installed i

in the Univ&si&y PediatriaClird.g$but in the InstitutiontlAlutoMaterno!twhich has .

alrea& startedoarefor premature and which is u.&tQr’pediatricsupervisipn fmq

the UniversityPediatriqCIAnie~, ~ter+tio? to ~e, premises.are ~d~r W~Yad =e

expectedto be terminatedin autumn1954. ‘ , ‘ ‘

330 The appropriatenumberof incubatorswould be’8,plus 2 portables●‘.

.Trainingof Staff ‘.
.,* -

.:1
i

,

“34,. One of the most”importantquestions,perhaps& mn,st.impmbnt j is.the train-

ing of quallfiad personneh The firstpilotcen~es has 18 cf theirleklingre,-.
spo&ibie personneltrainedat a specialmu rse‘inFrancegin.May/iJulY1952~ under

jointICC~ ~0 andUNICEFsponsorship ,,

350 , The ~w centresto be assisted‘havealreadyhad part of~‘theircorrespon&ng

personnelt=tied at some of the PilotCentresin Ital.y}‘soas to tecomefamiliar

-with problemsconeeming care cf premature and techniquesof modernincubators●

-“The XXX&aS trdned in 1953 for.the“iewcentres were limited(L docb h ‘and,S nurses)

from Bari$Bolcgna,Pal.ermo~Perugia$T&in), “asthe PilotCentrest~mselveswere -

stillin &e l~se,ttklmgfillphaseand the recentlyi.nternati’onallytrained staff

were alb~ engagedin trainingthe ~emainderof.the PiletCentretsstaffs~ The,.
Governmenthas paid SO,~90 lfra ($~C)for the trainingof each‘doctcrfor oneB
monthjand 80$000Ura ($12~)for eaahnurseIstrainingduringtwo”monthsc

36.’ ,1Padditionjtwo doqtors(fromPaduaand Turin)have.been‘studyingin Paris

I
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reoentl,y,me awafit~dan ItaZkn fellowship,the othergranteda fellowshipky the...
ICC in the ICC“1953courseOXIprematurity ‘

37* In keepingwith the planfor rationaldevelcpmeniof the programmeand in.

relationto the recommendationnow beforethe Boardfcr the new centr?isj, tralhing

will be intensifiedin 19~4p The new cenfrestill a~o,~nturqbe secondag train-

ing centresfer personnelto staffthe subsequen~phase.of;development,of.centres
-.

and for personnelp~es”entlydealingmoreoccasionallywith premature6in’small

~~cen~res!r’and in general-hospit&l.sani clinics? ..
.:. ..

U@JEF Commitments . ‘ “ ,:,, <

38* It ~s.recomqended>thatUNICEFprovide: “ ..

. N ,3~fixedincubators ‘- $29,250 “- “ ,.;‘-

U. portable.II . “2,500 ‘.:,” ‘.
~~ Contingencies(relatedprincipally’” : “ ~ .. _

to pcssiblepriceincreasesin,.
. . , highlytechnicalequipment) : 3~2~o ‘ “ ‘ - ‘ ‘.

/ .! Total:’“- $4WW ; “ ~,. ,-,..,-

Gov.erimenkCo~knts

,,

. . .,. .

39.’ ~.Most.of ‘he actu~ installation&d adn&@tration cf the’centresis carried ,
.

out by the UniversityWnlcs th&@.ves O This”uqdertaking”is:subsid$’zed~--th:-

Governmentthrough”-~eHigh Commissa@atfor Ey@tne,. Giveriment.cont~~utibqs,to”

this jmgrsmme in 1953“areshownhereas <,,in~cat$onof the t~e”~d”e~ent.of—.. -
the subsidy:, ,.

,, . . . . .
,$

a)

b)

o)...

.,

d)

..,
.,

1’ /, Eira’ ‘ or ..*,’
“,”

Contributionsto constiWtion&,imp~v=ent - ~ , ~ .
of wtids andoentres(Gen.o@9.Naples~Bologna~ “,
Padua)$ .‘- ~ lo$ooo,ocn’ ‘ 16}GOCi.
P~tisiWs @ eqtipmentto smd.1oentre?deal- , ‘
ingyith.pfematures}not internationWY ~~ed~ 8,coo,m0 , . ,12,8ccI

Dailysubsi~ to cen$refor each Wubatir cow ‘ ~ “. “’ .‘-
ttiWt@ by UNICEF‘of:I.i.m~00~ = $&80; for ‘ \ >-
the 72 incubators,delivered@W ti 1952: ~

.
13,31Jo,c’60 ~~2V9 “

.’

T@xdmg stipeti?for 9 Fellows(reported-in. “ ‘ “ :. .- 960para.23 ab~ve)8 . .
“~

.
I
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approximationof the Governmentexpenditurein 19530-Further

to thisj‘thedaily average

f

4,CM lira. Ekcludingthe

furthersvery approximate,

some $160JOCOt

b-. The

In’viewQf

$6c-70~000

42, The

Governmentwill

costfmr the care of a prematureis said to be 3jO00-

Governmentsubsidycf Lira500,this represents.a

annualexpenseby the Clinicsjso,oial’sec@ityJetc,~Cf

continuein 195kto expendfun5s,for the samepurposes.

the growthin numbersof centkesand services~rovided,an estimateof

can bemade as being the directCommAssariat‘ofHygienecontribution

Governmentand centresthwfielyeswill Undefiaketo! ~

a) modifyor adaptallwardsrequiredto installthe prematurecentres-

b) provideall the necessaryequipmentand supplie~not providedby UNICWJO

c) trainwhere requiredand ensureall necessarystaff~

d) provideall transp?rtrequiredfor

NO TechnicalApprovaland Participation
\ ,

43* WHO has giventechnicalapprovalto

MCH Adviserhas been inclcse c,ontactwith

use with the pertableincubators~ ‘

the prcgrammea The WHO Regional.Office~s

this pxmgrammesincelY~l ad its

developmentis king conducte~in keepingwith his technicalrecommendations.,
The

,.

f~llo~ng statementis an extractfrom his reportcn his most recentvisitin .

January/February19.54: .

!i(jonclus~ons ~d summary,

Frorn.theabove.factsit is my fiim feelingthatUNICEFhas givenmuch
stimul.atio’n”tointerestin prematmes in Italy. The”develcpmefit~f initiative

and the effortsfollc.wingthisare extreme~ important~ Cliniciansand ~

a@ninistratcrS,locallyand centrally,have made greatcontributicnsoThe

prcblemhas been studiedfrcm the scientificpointof viewwith.promising .
re3ults. It is worth mentioningthat the questionof newbornbabies’linqluding”
prematuresjhas been givenincreasedattentionduringthe last yearsat mdical
meetingsand in medicalliterature.This interestis.certaiti,sPreadingin ~1

Italy,as in many othercountries,and 1 feel thatthe momentis o;]portune’for
continuedassistanceky Inte~atiofi~org~iza~ions~ this ‘ield‘0”‘Wtati
effortsalreadymade in the cou.ntx’yott /-.\ %.

PreviousAllocations
,.

44, PreviousKLlncationsto ItQy have’been as follcws:
.

.

/“ ..
/ Shipped

.
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Shipped

Through1953 ~ 1954’and After -
\, ..

LONG RANGE:” ‘a
.:Maternal,’&ChildVKlfare

. .

$55,500 ““ ‘ ,$11,100”:, .’,. .,,.

T7,’900 “( ‘ - ~~
28,200 “k..”’ -“’ .
27)300 ,,-
1,900 - -“, .“;

,.

Mass Heql’th ‘
Vl) ,. ~~

.BCG .. , .
Tuberc”~esis .’
Bmicellosis~

ChildNutrition ‘

.,

.

loo;mfic’ ‘.”: ‘:..,
517@o -.. 368,8N ‘/

.JXmg-rangefeeding
~p .’,

EMERGENCY ‘
Feeding.’. ~ ,.
Raw Maferial.s
Others ,

.,‘. ,,,

,.. .
. . . ..

1L,7h2,00rI! :,- -
z15b,400 .,,,-
‘969~00 ,- ,

,.

,’

,,,

$379,900 ‘ “ “;:. .
Unprogrammedbalsnce ~“.,

.,
!

,-’. ./., ..,’,
Recommendation” ‘, ~. .,’.

. .
,.

.4”

. ,
...’ . . .

459,.,‘TheAdminlstrati,on.fecommen@s$ sub jeotto ‘theavailabilityofof~ds$ .:~ .

a) the-app’oz%i’o~entof $&O$(X)Oto.I”tslyout.cf the Euxw@ Area mocatio n fos ‘”:.
efiensi’ohof ‘the”nationalpmgramme for the,care of prematurebabies; ‘ ,,.

b) ‘thatthe Achiinistrationbe”autho~izedto approvethe extensionof the“plan

.

,,..

“ofoperation&’as outlined above ~ .,

., -

..

:’!.

,.
.

I

.’.,
.,.

. .

,,

,.
.,

,’,

..<.,.
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. .-,
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