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Progrwxme’Committee

.,, ” Recommendation(3f tke Execut%veDirectorfw an Allocation
J3MICA,M’M ... ~ . :. .

TuberculosisSurveyTeamsfor East and West Africi , ,,. #: ——
‘,. . .,,,

. 1.,.. ,, The Admi.aistrationrecomme~dsan a~ocation of $13j_OQO:to provide

ec@pment and supplies,and fundsto coverlaboratoryexaminationcostsfor

continuationduring1957 of-thl? tuberculosissurveyof East and WestAfrica~

“for whicp$j0,000.5/was providedin an earlierallocation(E/ICEF~L.746and..,.

,, .’,Corr+1)0, ,., ,, . .
,, ’,’..

,’

2. Following the Bqard’sapprovalof this surveyin lkrch.lg~~,.”two

teams-ofWIiOpersonnel,each consistingof a medicelofficer,two nwses and.

a Iabora?orytechnicim, startedfieldwork in Septemkr, 1955. Theyhave now

completedqurvwysin threeterritoriesof EastAfrica-sadin two,regibnsof Nigeria,

It is plannedthqt in the “balanceof 1956 and during195’~ the teamswill visit

six territoriesin East Africa,and Liberia,the thirdregionof Nigeria~d

threeother territoriesin West Africa, ,:

3. In the firstyear of the survey,the tee.&lmve examined25,700

personsin 25 villagesandurb~ ereas;including79 organizedgroupsand four

hospitals. The surveymethodincludesthe carryingout of tuberculinsensitivity

testsand the colle~tionof sputumsqnple,swhich are examinedby direct

microscopyin the fieldor se~tto a Europeanlaboratoryfor culture. A limited

surveyhas beenr&adein Nigeriaof tuberculinsensitivityin cattleand goats,

-

a/ The allocationof $230,000originallyapprovedby the B-d was laterreduced
- .tcl$30,CQ0.whenWHO msmed.responsibifiltyto coverthe costsof the technical

personnelassignedto the two teams, N
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4. The EastAfricateamhas completedsurveysof Bechuanal.and~

I?@.tishSomalilandand Somal.ilandunderItali& administration,while the

Mst African twxzhas completedits.surveyof the Easternand Northern

Re~ionsof Nigeria, Funds are availableunderthe earlierMJocation for ;

continuationof the surveyand evaluationof the resultsto the end of z9.560 ,$

Preliminaryresultsof the survey— .——.— -..—.
.5* Althoughit is toocarlyto prefientdwbail.edrcsultsof tpework

doneby the two teams, some-roughpreliminaryindicationsregardingtuber-

culosisin the territoriesvisitedso far aro set out below,

6, .h? Ekdti-sh Somaliland~ &Xla~i3.andunderItalianadministration,

?ki:eriaand

bacilli,as

speaking.~0

Bechuanalar]dJthe proportionof personsinfectedwith tubercle

indicatedby the tuberculintestjis very high indeed, Generally

per centof the 10 year old childrenin the examinedgroupswere

infected,andat about20 years

canecloseto 200 per centB

7* The resultsfrom the

of age the percentageof reactorsto tuberculin

bacteriologicalexaminationswill stillhave

to be judgedwith greatcaution,and furtherinvestigationswill be necessary,

In fivevillagesand one town examinedin Nigeriaaltogetherthreesputa

with acid-fast.bacillj,were found,givingan overallproportionof sputum

positiveanongthoseexaminedof lessthan one in a thousand, In contrast
‘. to this finding,3 per centof thoseexaminedin the town of Berberaand

l;~ per centof thosein Buraotown in BritishSomalilandgavesputa

containing acid-fastbacilli~ The correspmdingfindingin the first

villageexaminedin Bechuanaland(furtherr~sultsfrom thisterritoryare

not availableyet)was 1,5 per cento

8. It must be emphasizedthat it wouldbe prematureto draw any

conclusionsregardingtuberculosisas a publichealthproblemin these

Africanterritorieson the basisof the abovepreliminaryindications,The

collecteddatahave not yet been finallyanalyzed.

/Planof work for 1957



E/ICEF/L.972
Page 3

Plan of work’for 1957 /

9*

official.ly

surveys:

The Governmentsof the followingcountries’snd territorieshave

requestedUNICEFand WHO to assistin carg?yingout tuberculosis

,..,

West Africa

WesternRegion
Gold Coast
Liberia
SierreLeone
Gambia

It is plannedthat the two

of them as possible,during

EastAfrica

of Nigeria “Basutoland
Swaziland
Tanganyika
Ugauda
Kenya

teamswill visittheseterritories,or as many

the last quarterof 1956 and 1957. The’sequence

of visitswill be determinedby the WHO RegionalOfficeforAfricain

consultationwith the Governmentsconcerned,

UNICEFcommitments

10. UNICEFwouldprovidefor the work of the surveyteamsin 1957

the folloting:

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Us$
Miscellaneouslaboratory.supplies ~

Suppliesfor handlingsputumsamples 650
Cost of 5,000laboratoryexaminations
by culturein StatensSeruminstitut,7,500

Copenhagen

Air freightof sputumsamplesto 1,500
Copenhagen

Contingency 2,500

Td@. recommendedallocation $1?,000

WHO approvaland commitments

11● The continuationof this surveyhas the technicalapprovalof

the WHO whichwill continueto be responsiblefor the detailedplanningand

executionof the projectand for the analysisof the data collectedand of

the resultsof the survey.

/12. WHO will coutinue

.
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12, WHO will continueto budgetfor the salariesand tielated

costsof the technt.c,alpersonnel,assignedto the,.~..teams.

Commitmentsof the countriesad territoriessurveyed

13● The Africatuberculosissurvey’isw

d+~si.gnedfor the benefitof anwnber of countries

4‘ill assistthe surveyby providingsuchitemsas

the limitof theirpossibilities:

a)

b)

c)

Personnel - one full-timexnedical

inter-regionaleffort

and territories,Governments

the followingwithin

officer,two nursesor

orderlies,one secretary,one statistical.clerk,drivers,

and any otherauxiliarypersonfielwhichmay be requiredfor

the purposeof the survtiy;

Premises - @ suitablecentralofficeand equipment~d

facilitiesfor coldstorageof tuberculinand vaccine, other

suppliesand facilitiesas may be locallyavailableand

necessary;

Fuel,lubricantsandmaintemnce of the UNICEFvehicles;and

in sone casestransportationof personnel,equipmentand

supplieswithinthe country.


