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Recommendationof the ExecutiveDirectorfor an Allocation

BRITISHHONDURAS

Malaria Eradication

1, The ExecutiveDirectorrecominendsan allocationto BritishHondurasof

$8,000for the provisionof dieldrinand sparepartsfor sprayersfor the second

year of totalcoveragein the malariaeradicationprogramme. The secondcycle

of totalcoveragewill beginFebruary1958 and will be completedin a four-month

periodduringwhichan estimated17,48chousesare to be sprayedwith dieldrin.

2, In October1956,the UNICEFExecutiveBoardapprovedan allocationof

$18,700for thisprogrammeto assistin the firstyear of full coverage,and

gave.its approvalin principleto the entirefive-yearcampaign,plannedfor

completionin February1961 (E/ICEF/L.969).The additionalallocationnow recGm.

mendt.d wouldbringtotalUNICEFaid untilnow to $26,%0 (includingfreight),

The cost of the entirecampaignis estimatedat $lM,’753of whichUNICEFwould

ultimatelyprovidea totalof $42,700and the Government$102,053.

Achievementsof the preparatoryyear

3. Data concerningthe problemof malariain BritishHondurasand the overall

plan for the eradicationcampaignwere presentedto the Boardin October1956

(E/ICEF/L.969). Theplan of ~perationsfor this projectwas signedby the Govern-

ment on 25 February1957. Thefollowingdevelopmentscan be reportedsincethat

time:
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a) HealthOrdinanceNo. 26 of 1942was approvedby the Legislature
on 17 August1956,providingthe completelegalbasisfor the
eradicationcampaign,includingstipulationsfor house-to-house
sprayingcoverage.

b) The MedicalSocietyof BritishHonduraspasseda resolutionap-
provingthe campaign.

c) Beforeinitiatingtotalcoverage,the Directorof MedicalServ-
icesvisitedall the districtsto stressthe importanceof the
campaign,and a seminarof the publichealthinfectors was
held earlyJanuaryto imparta thoroughknowledgeof the cam-
paignplan. Personnelwere retrainedwith referenceto spray-
ing operationsand to,the reportingsystemto be followed.

d) The firstyear of full coveragestartedon )4February1957,
By the end of June 15,800houseshad been sprayedwith dieldrin.
In the localitiesreached,approximately600 houseswerenot
sprayed,due principallyto the fact of theirowners beingah-
sent. Thesehouseswill,however,be sprayedbeforemid-year
when the total-coverageperiodends so that allhousesin the
malariousarea,estimateda,t16,980,will have beenprotected
for 1957.

e) The evaluationorganizationhas begunits work under the general
directionof the Directorof MedicalServicesjassistedby the
MedicalOfficerof Healthand fiveDistrictMedical‘Officers.
Two publichealthnursesare responsiblefor the fieldsupervi-.
sion,snd for the collectionand analysisof informationand
data. Publichealthinspectorsstationedin the districts,ass-
ist the nursesin the areaswhichare difficultto reach.
Monthlyvisitsare made to all the areas. Bloodsmearsare
takenof everypersonwith feverand treatmentis given.These
visitsalsoprovideopportunityfor generalhealtheducation+

f) A laboratoryassistanthas beentrainedin thickbloodslides.
(AnnexI to this documentgivesa tabularreportof blood
smearstakenduringthe firstfivemonthsof 1957,and of the
numberof positiveslidesfound. Of a totalof 405 slides
taken,therewere 34 positive: 29 P. falciparum,3 P. vivax
and 2 P. m“alariae.)

g) In May 1957, seventeencasesof malariawere reportedfrom a
new developmentareaon theHummingBirdHighwayin the Cayo
District. On inspectionof the sprayingdone in thatarea,it
was observedthatthe wallsof some of the houseshad been
washedafterspraying. In addition,therehad been a constant
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h)

movementof peopleto and from neighboring areaswhichhad
not yet been sprayed. It was alsonotedthat this areais
a fast growingone and that severalnew houseshave been
builtsincethe completionof the spraying. The entireHum-
ming Bird areais thereforebeingre-sprayedbeforethe com-
pletionof this cycle.

The Bureauof HealthEducationhas developeda programme
aimedprimarilyat educationof the generalpublicand the
elementaryschools. For the latter,materialhas been pre-
paredboth for teachersand for theirpupils. Methodsused
in thishealtheducationwork include:skitsby the the
HealthDepartmentstaff;presentationof materialprepared
.byWHO; featurearticles;discussionswith privatedoctors,
membersof the press,representativepersonsin the ccmmunity
and the publichealttistaff. Therehave also beenphotographic
displays and radioprogrammedconcerningthe work being
done.

4* The secondcycleof totalcoveragewill beginin February1958 and till be

completedin a four-month periodduringwhich an estimated17,480houses till

be sprayedwith dieldrin.

5* Beforethe beginningof the secondyear of totalcoverage,all personnel

engagedin the programmewill attendrefreshertrainingcourses* In addition,

the laboratorytechnicianis to attenda seminar on laboratorytechniquesfor

the diagnosisof malariato be held in Cali,Colombi~in July 1957 and two in-

specterswill takepartin a ten-weekcoursein malariaeradicationto be held

in Mexico,beginningJuly 1957. (WHOfellowshipsare availablefor the seminar

in Colombiaand the coursein Mexico.) An abliary entomologistwill attenda

specialcoursein 1958. .
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UNICEFcommitments

6. UNICEFwouldprovidethe followingfor the secondyear of fullcoverage:

Us$

a) Dieldrin,SO% wettablepowder,7,700lbs. 6,95’o

b) Sprayerspares 250

Totalsuppliesand equipment 7,200

c) Freight 800

Totalrecommendedallocation 8,0c0

WHO commitments

7* Thisplanhas the technicalapprovalof WHO. WHO will continueto provide

the servicesof technicalconsultantsin malariawho will be availablethrough

the ZoneOfficeto assistthe canpaignas necessary. WHO will alsoprovide

fellowshipsfor the trainingto be carriedout in Colombiaand Mexico (seepara.

5).

Governmentcommitments

8. It is expectedthatGovernmentexpendituresfor thefirstyear of total

coverage(1957)will exceedthe previouslyestimatedcommitmentof BH$28,669

(approximatelyUS$20,000). For 1958,the Governments commitment,originally

estimatedat BH$28J669(approximatelyUS$20,000)will probablyexceedthis

amountby fifteenper cent.

ment for the entirecampaign

As indicatedabove,the commitmentof theGovern-

will be equivalentto an estimatedUS$102,0S3.
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Month

January
February
March
April
May

Total

Districts

Belize
El Cayo
StannCreek

ANNEXI

BritishHondurasMalariaEradication

Bloodsmearstakenduringfirstfivemonthsof19~7

Numberof Numberof
Slides Positives P.falciparum P.vivax P.malaria~— —

2 1 1 0
% 1 1 0 0
49 2 1 0’ 1
101 12 11 1’ 0
129 17 15’ 1 1

405 34 29 3 2

positive-casesby districts

Numberof
Positives P.falciparum p.Viv= F&$2a@iae

12 8 3 1
14. 14 0 0
8 7 0 1

‘OrangeWalk o 0 0 0
Toledo o 0 0 0

Total 34 29 3 2
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