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General background on trafficking

· Trafficking:  the illegal transport of human beings, in particular women and children for the purpose of selling them or exploiting their labour.

· Some children (or their parents) are lured by promises of education or a “good job”. Other children are kidnapped from their homes and communities and then sold like commodities. Often they are crammed in boats without enough air, water or food. When their smugglers fear being discovered, the children are sometimes abandoned or killed. If they reach their destination, they endure situations of forced labour, forced prostitution, domestic service or involuntary marriage. 

· It is difficult for them to seek help, not just because they are children, but because they are often illegal immigrants and have false documents or no documents at all. 

· Children are trafficked for a number of purposes, including sexual exploitation, adoption, child labour, participation in armed conflicts (usually boys) and marriage.

· Children most likely to be trafficked are girls, those from tribal groups and ethnic minorities and refugees.  They tend to be uneducated, poor, unskilled, debt-ridden and from single-parent households.

· An alarming trend – girls are forced into the sex industry at increasingly younger ages. This is a result of the mistaken belief that having sex with younger girls will reduce the risk of acquiring HIV/AIDS.  

· Meanwhile, children who are sexually exploited are at risk of being infected with HIV/AIDS – especially in Cambodia, Myanmar and India – where the epidemic is rapidly spreading. 

Statistics

· No accurate statistics of how many people are involved.

· An estimated one million children enter the sex trade in South and Southeastern Asia every year. Surveys indicate that 30 – 35% of all sex workers in the Mekong Sub-region are between 12 and 17 years of age and that 20% of the Nepalese prostitutes in India are under the age of 16. 

· In Thailand, 200,000 foreign children were trafficked into prostitution in 1996.  More than half of those lured into the sex industry are lured or sold into it by people they trust.

· Large number of children are being trafficked in West and Central Africa, mainly for domestic work but also for sexual exploitation. Nearly 90 per cent of these trafficked domestic workers are girls.

Causes

· Poverty, unemployment, low status of girls, lack of education, inadequate or non existent legislation and poor law enforcement. 

· Lack of vocational training or economic opportunities for youth in rural areas

· Ignorance on the part of the parents of the risks involved in trafficking 

· High demand for cheap and submissive child labour in the informal sector

· Insufficient political commitment, inadequate judicial framework

1) What should the international community do about trafficking?

Trafficking is a global, transnational issue. Fighting such a phenomenon requires cooperation at national, regional and international levels. 

· Fight poverty:  poverty and marginalization of women at root causes of trafficking.

· Education needs to be a priority – especially for girls—including vocational training.

· Legislation – national and international level with concrete actionable definitions.  

· Protection, recovery and reintegration of children who are victims of trafficking

2) What is UNICEF doing to combat trafficking?
Prevention:  UNICEF is trying to help families and communities become the first line of protection for children. 

· In Cambodia, a Child Protection Network is being established in Poipet – the major gateway to Thailand.  The project educates communities to recognize early warning signs.   

· In Thailand, child rights volunteers monitor abuses at the local level. 

Education:  Working closely with Ministries of Education to ensure children are enrolled and continue in school.  Life Skills are incorporated into school curriculums to ensure that children and parents have adequate information to participate in their own protection.  

Economic support:   In Thailand, an innovative partnership with the hotel industry provides training and employment opportunities to girls who are at risk of being sold into prostitution. 

Strengthening legislation and law enforcement:     

· In Viet Nam, an amendment to the penal code has increased sanctions against adult offenders

· In Cambodia and Thailand, police and justice officials are being trained on child rights and child friendly procedures.    

· In Thailand, UNICEF has supported the Government’s initiative to establish a “Common Agreement” with other countries in the Mekong Sub-Region to improve the procedures across borders. The first agreement is being drafted by Thailand and Cambodia.

· International instruments include  CRC (article 35 calls upon state parties to take appropriate measures to prevent abduction, sale of or traffic of children for any purpose or any form) Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography criminalizes sale of children, UN Trafficking Protocol, ILO Convention 182 (defines sale and trafficking of children as a practice similar to slavery)

Recovery and reintegration:  Helping children who have been trafficked and exploited re-enter into society is a key area of UNICEF’s work.  We train child psychologists, social workers and teachers to respond to the needs of rescued (and often traumatized) children.  These transit centers and training activities are underway in China and Cambodia.    

3) Does UNICEF support the US bill (which advocates for sanctions against those countries which are involved in this practice). 
While UNICEF is pleased that this issue is being addressed by the US Congress, we feel that sanctions should be designed and implemented in such a way to avoid a negative impact on children.  We also believe that child impact assessments should be undertaken at the point at which any set of sanctions are applied as well as constant monitoring thereafter to gauge the humanitarian impact.
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