TALKING POINTS FOR THE SIDE EVENT ON:

EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION

RESPONDING TO CHILDREN'S DEVELOPMENT AND EARLY LEARNING THROUGH NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS
The future of human societies depends on children being able to realize their full potential.

Survival, growth and development in the earliest years of life are fundamental for the future of the societies into which those individuals are born.

Never before in human history have societies had so much knowledge to assist families in raising healthy children.

Early Childhood Development is a mechanism for disparity reduction.  Early childhood interventions have greater effect on the poorest and they improve girls' access to school and achievement where gender discrimination is high.

Comprehensive, quality early childhood care and interventions ensures the rights and well being of young children in their earliest years and contributes significantly to long-term social change. Attention is not only on provision of comprehensive services, but also on good care practices in the family and a supportive community and policy environment.

While we all agree that ECD is a critical investment in society's future, we need to address  quality assurance and financing issues -- how and where a child should be afforded these opportunities -- or who should be responsible for quality assurance and financing.

We know that the interventions in the earliest years have higher benefits than cost for a nation's productivity.

If we are serious about supporting optimal child development, then we need to take serious actions.

It is not enough to merely keep track of children's survival.  We need to know if they are thriving.  Children thrive when families and communities are capable of providing the opportunities and services that will ensure healthy development of young children.  Families and communities can better nurture and care for their children when they have support from the larger society and their government.

For UNICEF, Integrated Early Childhood Development is an organizational  priority.

Our goal is to ensure that all young children are physically healthy, emotionally secure, socially competent, mentally alert and ready to learn.

UNICEF programme approaches and policies have always stressed the importance of taking a comprehensive view of children’s developmental needs.  It aims at supporting the development and implementation of comprehensive IECD programmes and policies which place children at the centre of national development and poverty reduction efforts and which strengthen family capacities to care for children.  

UNICEF is committed to the first target set in the Outcome Document for quality education: To support expansion and improvement of early childhood care and education for girls and boys, especially for the most vulnerable and disadvantaged children.

We urge you to include ECD as part of your core national plans.  By strengthening and expanding your existing strategies and national plans to include young children, you can help ensure that all children have access to essential requirements for healthy growth and development right from the start.

We want to be your partners in making this happen.
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