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Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Colleagues and Friends, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am very pleased to welcome you to this side event of the United Nations General Assembly Special Session on Children. I am glad to be here because this event exemplifies what the Special Session is all about – reviewing and celebrating the progress we have made, but, more importantly, looking forward at new ways of working together to create a better world for our children.  

The more than 70 Heads of State and Government who are here at this Special Session are working together to ensure that every child, everywhere, gets the best possible start in life. Iodine is essential for such a good start.  While goitre is a well-known and visible consequence of iodine deficiency, the invisible consequences reach much further and have a far greater impact.  Iodine deficiency during pregnancy and childhood significantly reduces the child’s ability to learn.  This impacts not only children but also the broad human development potential of entire nations, and can be prevented through the iodization of salt.  

We are here today to celebrate the fact that 70 per cent of salt in the developing world is iodised.  When the World Summit for Children took place in 1990, that figure was less than 20 per cent.  Today, 91 million newborns are protected every year from losses in learning ability or worse mental retardation because of salt iodization. Progress has been most remarkable in Latin America and in East Asia, and some of the poorest and most populous countries were able to protect the overlarge majority of their population.  

This is an achievement of which we can be justly proud, especially those of us – and I see many here – who have worked so long and so tirelessly towards the realization of this goal. But it is so much more, because it is another building block towards the creation of a world that is truly fit for children.  

What we have learned from this success story – and others who will speak this morning - is that we must work together in partnership.  That no single government, organization or leader working alone can hope to address the immense and changing needs of children.  Progress requires new and dynamic alliances across every sector of society.

That is why I am proud today to formally announce the establishment of The Network for the Sustained Elimination of Iodine Deficiency, an alliance of the public and private sectors and civil society.  The network, which builds on the successes of the more informal alliances of the past, originated from a meeting of international salt producers in The Hague, The Netherlands in May 2000, which was attended by our Executive Director Ms Carol Bellamy, where members of the salt industry met with governments, civic and non-governmental organizations and international agencies to see if there was a way to pull together their technical expertise and resources  - particularly those of the salt industry – to increase global access to iodised salt in the future.    

The members of the Network all have their unique role to play.  Current partners include UNICEF, the World Health Organization, The Micronutrient Initiative, Kiwanis International, the Salt Institute (representing the North American salt industry), the European Salt Producers’ Association, the Chinese salt industry, Emory University, the International Council for the Control of Iodine Deficiency Disorders, and the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. I would especially like to give tribute to the salt industry, since their role is of particular importance and they have played it well. This example of private sector initiave was acknowledged by the Secretary General in his speech to the World Economic Forum last February here in New York.    

Through the work of the partners, the Network serves as an advocate for the sustained elimination of iodine deficiency.  At the global level, the partner organizations will harmonize their activities to better assist countries to iodise salt and keep it iodised.  At the national level, partners will help create and strengthen multi-sectoral national coalitions to ensure vigilance so that the progress we have made is maintained.  

You, the partners in this new Network, are truly part of the Global Movement for Children, helping us to change the world for and with children.  With your help, we will ensure that no child, ever again, has to enter life with lowered learning ability or worse mental damage because of iodine deficiency.  I thank you all.  
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