TALKING POINTS FOR ANDRE ROBERFROID FOR SIDE EVENT ON REDUCING THE IMPACT OF MALARIA ON CHILD HEALTH, 9 MAY

__________________________________________________

- UNICEF and WHO welcomes all the participants to the Side Event on Reducing the  impact of malaria on Child Health. 

-  Malaria kills a child every 30 seconds, with over one million deaths occurring annually, mostly in Africa

-It was only three and half years ago that the global Roll back Malaria Initiative was launched here in New York to mobilize global action to reduce deaths from malaria.

- We particularly welcome the President of Nigeria, President Obasanjo who convened the first ever African Heads of State Summit meeting on malaria in Abuja in April 2000. The Abuja summit meeting agreed on a set of important goals and targets such as reducing malaria deaths by half by the year 2010.

- The Abuja declaration on Rolling Back Malaria in Africa set important intermediate targets to be  achieved by 2005; 60% coverage in use of treated bednets by young children and pregnant women; 60% of malaria patients to have access to treatment within 24 hours of onset of illness.

60% of pregnant women should receive malaria chemoprophylaxis and treatment.

- African leaders will play a critical role in combatting malaria in Africa where 90% of malaria deaths occur.

- The role of donor countries is equally pivotal in providing long term resources to combat malaria. The Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, which met in New York only two weeks ago, will provide a key role in the provision of adequate resources. We urge our donor partners to contribute generously to this Board.

- We sincerely hope that this meeting will motivate all participants, especially policy-makers, donors, NGOs and other Roll Back malaria partners, to act decisively to promote policy changes, mobilize resources for malaria in all affected countries.

- We cannot achieve the Millennium Development Goals of reducing under five mortality by one third by 2010 unless malaria as well as HIV/AIDS are tackled effectively.

- The moment to do something is now! The success of the RBM partnerships will be judged by how many lives of children and pregnant women are saved from malaria every year.
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