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UNICEF, SCOUTING and ORT

Over 3 million children are killed each year around the world by the dehydration and
malnutrition caused by diarrhea. Oral Rehydration Therapy (ORT), discovered 25 years ago, is
the ingenious and inexpensive solution to this global problem. Over 90 % (2.7 million) of
these children, can be saved. The challenge today, is to bring ORT worldwide to every home
where it is needed, through a vast social mobilization campaign.

In some countries, Scouts have made a significant impact in the active promotion of ORT use.
It is now time to take this to a larger, if possible global, scale. The Scouts' participation in the
universalisation of ORT will contribute greatly towards the achievement of the goal of 80 %
ORT use rate by 1995, set forth at the World Summit for Children in 1990.

National Scout Organisations (NSO), especially in countries where diarrhea is still killing
thousands of children, are encouraged:

to endeavour that the life-saving power and technology of Oral Rehydration Therapy
(ORT) for the treatment and prevention of dehydration, is made available and
accessible to all the children and their families 'wherever it is needed around the globe;

to support the work of local, national regional and global institutions and associations,
which are involved in the all important task of child survival and development.

Concretely, National Scout Organisations are encouraged to support the global goal of 80 %
ORT use by 1995 by:

spreading the message of ORT
empowering families with the knowledge about ORT, and ensure ORT use.

In addition, the World Scout Bureau

requests international organisations to fully endorse the efforts of the National Scout
Organisation and to extend relevant support to them and to the World Organization of
the Scout Movement in this important mission of child survival;

invites other partners, to pool all resources, so that together we can save children's
lives.

For its part, UNICEF will:

continue to support National Scout Organisations in their efforts to promote ORT at
the national level;

provide at the international level, technical support for training and social mobilization
programmes.

National Scout Associations are called upon to join wholeheartedly in this wonderful mission
and to fulfill our goals of making a constructive contribution to the community, society and
country, as well that of helping young people develop physically, intellectually and socially.
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Jacques Moreillon \. I James Grant
Secretary General \l Executive Director
World Organisation of the Scout Movement \ United Nations Children's Fund

Sionedin Geneva, on 27 Mav. 1994. on the occasion of the 3rd Meeting of Chief Executive Officers on "The Contribution of Youth to Lasting. Peace",



UNICEF, SCOUTISME et TRO

Pres de 3 millions d'enfants meurent chaque annee dans le monde en raison de la
deshydratation et la malnutrition que cause la diarrhee. La therapie par rehydratation orale
(TRO), decouverte il y a 25 ans, apporte une solution ingenieuse et peu couteuse a ce
probleme et pourrait permettre de sauver plus de 90 % (2,7 millions) des enfants atteints. Le
defi d'aujourd'hui est de faire entrer la TRO partout dans le monde, dans chaque foyer ou
cette methode est necessaire, par une vaste campagne de mobilisation sociale.
Dans certains pays, les scouts ont deja pris une part active a la propagation de I'utilisation de
la TRO. II s'agit maintenant de faire passer cette action a une plus vaste echelle, mondiale si
possible. En participant a 1'universalisation de la TRO, les scouts contribueront de maniere
significative a la realisation du but fixe lors du "Somrnet mondial en Faveur des Enfants" de
1990, selon lequel la TRO devrait avoir penetre 80 % de la population en 1995.
Les Associations scoutes nationales, en particulier dans les pays ou la diarrhee tue encore des
milliers d'enfants, sont invitees a:

agir pour que la technologic de la TRO et sa capacite a sauver des vies, soit rendue
accessible a tous les enfants et a leur famille dans le monde entier, partout ou elle est
necessaire,
soutenir au niveau local, national, regional et global, 1'action des institutions et
associations attelees a une tache aussi essentielle que la survie et le developpement de
1'enfant.

Concretement, les Associations scoutes nationales sont invitees a contribuer a la realisation
de Pobjectif fixe, pour qu'en 1995, 80 % de la population puissent utiliser la TRO:

en faisant connaitre la TRO
en donnant aux families les moyens de 1'utiliser .

De plus, le Bureau Mondial du Scoutisme
demande aux organisations internationales de soutenir les efforts des Organisations
scoutes nationales, en mettant a leur disposition et a celle de 1'Organisation Mondiale du
Mouvement Scout les moyens indispensables a la realisation de cette mission essentielle
a la survie de 1'enfant,
invite tous les autres partenaires a mettre leurs ressources en commun pour contribuer
ensemble a sauver la vie des enfants.

De son cote, 1'UNICEF :
continuera a apporter son soutien aux organisations scoutes nationales dans leur efforts
de promotion de la TRO au niveau national,
apportera un soutien technique aux programmes de formation et de mobilisation
sociale.

Les Associations scoutes nationales sont appelees a s'associer sans reserve a cette grande
cause et a nous aider dans notre mission, qui est d'apporter une contribution constructive a
la communaute locale, la societe et au pays tout entier, et a aider les jeunes a se developper
physiquement, intellectuellement et socialement.
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Jacques Moreillon N. I James Grant
Secretaire General \J Directeur
Organisation Mondiale du Mouvement Scout * United Nations Children's Fund

SignS a Geneve, le 27 mai 1994, 61'occasion de la troisie'me reunion de dirigeants d'ONG sur "la Contribution de la Jeunesse a une Poix Durable", qui
fait suite au "Sommet Mondial en faveur des Enfants".



Message on ORT to Young Scouts of the World

Proposed speaking Points for James P. Grant:

I am the Executive Director of UNICEF, this Organization which cares for the survival,
development and protection of children all over the world.

In my youth I was a boy scout and this has inspired me to be at the service of others,
particularly of those who are in need. Now being in UNICEF I continue to have the same
inspiration.

As you may know, UNICEF among other activities has launched a campaign to save the
millions of children hit by dehydration caused by diarrhoeal diseases. A simple solution
composed of salt, sugar and water called Oral Rehydration Salt can save most of these
children. UNICEF and World Organization of the Scout Movement have launched a common
campaign to promote Oral Rehydration Therapy and the Scouting's commitment to ORT is
materialized by the. signature by Mr. Jacques Moreillon and by myself of the document entitled
"UNICEF Scouting and ORT".

This campaign needs the involvement and the support of youth and particularly those active
in scouts movements.

This campaign of Oral Rehydration Therapy education and awareness to make the latter
universally accessible is a genuine implementation of your moto "to be always ready and to
be at the service of your community".


