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Wlnle startmg to aid needy people in the

liberated Eastern bloc, we must not abandon

the poor and hungry in developing countnes.

A few short months ago, all
of us watched in awe as the
. hammer and sickle were low-
ered from their perch over the
Kremlin for the last time.
Since then, however, we
have been

shaken by

the reports

of hunger

and despair

in what was

once Kknown

as the East-

ern bloc. I

am remind-

ed of that

difficult By Audrey
time in my Hepburn,
own child-  Academy- "}
hood, when Award-win-
"UNICEF — ning actress
the United and UNICEF
Nations Chil- goodwill am-
dren’s Fund bassador.

— . came to

our town af-

ter the war to deliver the food -

and medical supplies we so
desperately needed to survive.
. .1t was this experience that

Jater led me to become a
_spokesperson for UNICEF and
to travel around the world to

try to help children in need. [
never imagined that UNICEF,
which changed its mandate to
focus on developing countries
in 1950, would again be needed
in Europe.

Moved as I am by the plight
of the children who are caught
in the recent wave of political
change, I can’t help but also
think of the 27 million Africans
who are suffering from pro-
longed drought, famine and
war. I ask myself: What will be-
come of them?

The people of the Commu-

nist bloc were not the only vic-
tims of the Cold War. For more
than 40 years, the developing

world was used as a battle- -

ground for the East-West con-
flict, -and too. many govern-
ments spend money on arms

dan, Vxemam, EI Salvador and
Bangladesh. Unlike suffering
families in Europe and the for-
mer Soviet Union, they do not
occupy the international spot-

" light. They have no cultural

ties to wealthy countries. They
have few highways or hospi-
tals. They are without basic

_health care, clean water,

instead of feeding hungry .

mouths. Development in many
countries ground to a halt or
even reversed. The legacy of
this postwar era was poverty
— and poverty is the real un-
derlying cause of all hunger

and disease, :
" .I've spent time with poverty-
" stricken people in developing
countries like Ethiopia, the Su-

N .

“schools — all of the things that

add up to a better life and food
on the table.

To make matters worse, un-
realistic foreign debts continue
to stunt the growth of develop-
ing countries and that of their
children. Many developing

countries borrowed money in

hopes that it would speed de-
velopment, only to find their
efforts undermined by set-
backs like drought, falling com-
modities prices and a drastic
increase in the price of oil.
:‘The African countries alone
owe $150 billion in foreign

debts, “and they are sending
more overseas in interest pay- ;.

ments than they are receiving
in aid from governments and
relief organizations. If we are
to weaken the hold of poverty
on much of the developing
world, we must recognize the

inhumanity of this burden.

- The world’s poor children

‘ are not without hope. .Like
- 'UNICEEF, there are many indi- +
viduals and groups that remam )

.~ committed to ﬁéhtmg the of

fects of poverty in developing
countries, even if their work is
not necessarily making head-
lines. But these efforts are only
a beginning; we cannot let the
children in developing coun-
tries blend into the back-
ground. There iS no question
that we must come to the aid of
families in the nowdiberated
Eastern bloc. That does not
mean, however, abandoning
the families whose plight is not
S0 new or dramatic, but equal-

ly mtasu-ophxc‘ G
Mikhail Gorbachev wrmng
in the Italian newspaper La
-Stampa, said: “The long years
-we spent plunged in the Cold
War made losers of us all”
He’s right. Let's not forget the
Cold War’s other victims.

Audrey Hepburn is honor-
ary chairwoman and keynote
_speaker for the Alan Shawn
‘Feinstein World Hunger
Awards Thursday at Brown
University in Providence, R.I.
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