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Championing the Dse <

World's Chﬂdren

\UDREY |

live by my Instincts,” confides
Audrey Hepbuen, “T've had very
linte else to goby. I'm not terribly
bright. nor have I had an. endr-
mous education, butd really have learned to rrust
my- instincts.” Hepburn smiles widely at this
sﬁghﬂy dispsraging remeark made at hey own ex-

pense. Wearing & navy Chanel sult trimmed. with,

large: gﬂld buttons, the Acaderay: Awaxd~wmmng

- actress 15 seated on a credntcolored . sofs in News

York's Plaea Athénde hotel. As she shifts. position;

the mere.act of crossing herleps i5. 50 gracefol it

seeras as i sheis about to dance.
Hepburn has not come to New York co discuss
hey film earect. Since 1989, she has been Good-

will Ambassador for UNICEF and she has just fin-.

ished arending the World Summit for Children
held at United Nations headquarters, “'m sestatic

abiout the conference,” she says:. “The 70 heads. of

state wio attended. came because.thera is such &
big: crisis, not simply because they love childrers.

My miother atways used w saythat what you don't,

do throughlove you do through fear. " Awry lauglh
follows as she mentdons that skeptics have re-
ferred 1o the conference as st so muny words,
“The greatest changes in. history have come
through words, she obbervea.

Hepburn's volce-is an arpegglo of rapidly shift-
ing Luropem inflections: She raises. the volutme
for emphasis; then suddenly drops the pitch near.
the end of a.phisse 50 that she is pracically wiis:

pering. When her voice suddenty falls off her fa-
tigue. is appuwrent. She looks fragile. Bur that

appedrance is deceptive..

Ar 63, Audrey Hepburn is 2 quist vottex of en-
ergy whme presgnee and commitment have whken
her fur Frony the elegant heart of Switzerland,.
where she lives;. to sotie of the most: devastated
and *crr;t‘ys‘ng wir zones in the world,. Her fics

assignment it March 1988 was: 2 1l o droughe:.

ravaged Ethdopie,. In 1989, she visiu:d El Salvador,

Text by Lairie Nede! / Ph Qfogmpb. by Rodedy mfg,

for Lhew childr en that I
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“T wis there: o observe: the Days of Tranguillity -
negotiated by UMICER with the: Salvadoran gov-
ernmeni, the Catholic Churchand the rebels, she.
says. (Durlng the Days of Tranquiility, warring fac:-
tons lay: dowrr thelr arms so thae children can he
vaecinated,) “There have been Days of Tranquiiiity
infebanon, too, Not manypeople knowthatahuout
UNICEE, Hepburiy explains, adding; "Tamrone of
nuany who help raise money for the fund?” To do
tius, she has put hevlife on the line s thay she can
“gor and look and see and feel and obscive, then.
cotneback and talk ahout it o ralse awareness.”
7sked where the problems of
children aremost severe, Hep-
burn replies ina solernn Whis-
per, “Wherever there. is war”
She understands alt too well what it means 1o grow
up in s war zoae: Half Dutch, half British, shelived
in the tows of Arnhent i the Netherlands during
World War Il One hrother way in the Resistance,
the other in the army: Her uncle was pwked up
and shot, “You learn 1 accept thauthere sii't food
to eat and you.can't do this or that and people get.
rouded up and taken to camps. You live with thar
very deer apprchension and constant fear of
somicthing hiappening,” sho recalls. After the war;
there was ne food In Holland, and Hepbiurn was’
one. of the chitdren wha received aid fron the
newdy formed United. Nudons Relief Agency
{UNRA)Y and. the Red Cross: 'T can testify w wihat
UNICEF means to children beesuse Twas among
the recipients of foud and medical relief 1 have g
long-tastiog gratitude f{)r itswork,” shesays.
ForHephurn, war is f»orm‘ihmy in your stom-
ach, 2 gut feeling that takes over.” ft can beperma-
rently teumatic for chitdren, “We cannot give o
chitd back its lirabs or its parents. Hthey have been
tartured.to deatly i frgnt of im,” shie says. “Lerus
never forger those children whu der not knewe
peace,who do notknowic ‘.ny aud donotsmile, Itis




