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Championing-.the:- LX^-^ f??o-
World's Children

AUDREY HEPBURN
©/

live by- my Insdnan,'" confides- "I was- there: to. observe -the Days- of fhrnquiiiify
Audrey: Hepburn.. "I've had very negotiated by- UMICEF- with the: Salvadorim gov-
littte else(ogo-by,-.I'm not terribly emmen.?,.the Catholic Churchand the rebds,":she.

sayK. (During li te Days of Tranquii fity, warring .&*<> •
lions lay down-their arms, so tfcit children can he
vaccinated.) "There have heejnDayH-ofTfanqufUftx
inttebanon, too. Nor. many people knov/-that.about

bright, nor have I had. an. enor-
mous education.;.butl really-have1 Jearned to trust
my-1 insffiicfe*.'" Hepburn smiles1 -widely- at this
slightly disparaging remark made at her own ex-
pense. Wearing a: navy Cfrsnet suit trimmed.with. UMCEF,"'Hepburnexplains', adding,. "I anrone of.
large gofd buttons, the1 Academy-Award-win.?! tog manywfk) help raise money for the'fund;" To do
actress Is seated, on a.creamrcoibred'.sofa in New-
T£>rfcV-Pfc2a-Athe*n£e hotel,. A* she shifts, position;
the mere act. of crossing her-legs, is. so graceful if
seems as if she-is about to dance.

Hqsburn has not come to. New- York to dism%*
hen- film career. Since 1989i she lias been Good.-
\vill: Ajnbassadrtr forUNICEF and.she has-just fitv.
ished attending chc-'World Summit'for ChiJdrm
h-cld at United Nations, headquarters, "I'm «cstatic
about the conference," she say*, "The 70 heads, of
s&te who. attended, came beeawe.there, is; such a-
big crisis, not simply because they love children,.

tlite, she ha^ put herlife on die line so that she can
"go and look and. see and feet- and. observe, then,
come back and talkahout it to raise a-wareness."'

'4sked where (he1 probleni.!x of
children are;.m<xst .severe,. Hep-
burn replies in- a .solemn whis-
per,. '"Wherever there, is war;"

She understands a I f too well what it means to grov/-
up in a.war zone? Half Dutch, .half British, she1 lived
in the. town of Arnhern trrthe'Neihoriiinds during
World WAI. II One'brother was in the Resistancei
rfw? other'in Hie armjj'Her uncle wjw picked up

My- raothw always: used to' say? that what you don't, and shot, "You team to accept thae. there isn't .food
do through: love you do through jfear."'A wiy laugh to eat and you:can't do this or thai and.peopfe? gee
foitows a* «he meinJOrw that, skeptics have re-
ferred to the conference as just so many words,
"The greatest' changes1 in. history have' come
through words,"'she-o{)serv<?,s-:

Hepburn's voice-i,s an arpeggio of rapidly -shift,
ing fc'utopean infiecribriS1: She rai.se». the volume

rounded'up arid.taken to camps,. You live with time
very deep'' apprehension and' constant fear of
something happening,!*'she?-reealf»..After.-theiWii;ii

t
there was1 no food in Hblfand, and Hepburn was-
one. of the' children who received- aid front, the
newly formed' United. Nations- Reltef Agency-

for ern.pha.5Js> then, suddenly:drops1 die pitch near. (UNRA)-and. ti'ic Red Cross; "I can testily, to what
the encl of a.phr^e so. that she is practically-whte UN.(CEF meap.s to children-hecau.se I was ^rnotig-
perfng,. "When.1 her. voice .suddenly Bills, off^her-fe1-. theretipknts.offoodand niedical relief;.I have a1.
tJgue fe- appju'ent. She: looks, fragile. But that: Jong-kstin:g gratitude for its:work," jthesays.
appearance is deceptive.. For-j ?ephui']'i;.war is- "something in yo.ur stom-

At 61, Audrey-Hepbufn; is a quiet vortcx'of en-r ach, a gut feeling that takes over,'1 jit can bepenna-
ergy whose presence and commitment'.li-iv.e ti-ik«T nendy traumatic1 tor. chLtdren.. "We cannot give a1

her. far from die elegant heart of• Swteeriand,. chtlcibackJt».iirnbsotitsi>arfinLs.ifthex-have"bGen-..
where she Jtve.s- to. some ofriie- most;.dcv&st'<\ted toriureti.to deadi in from 6'fhi.m," {ihc-say^ "Let us-
afid terrifying war: zones-in the world. Her. first never forger those, children- who. do: not know-
assignment in March 1988: was.- a. trip to drought-. poace,.-who do not'know joy and do not -jmffc., It f,s.
ravaged'ttfttopfcr,. In 1989, «ne visited EL Salvador: | for these cliJldren tfiat J speafe" D
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