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Dear friends,

Welcome to Dubai – and to this important consultation on protecting the health, enhancing the learning ability, and increasing the earning potential of millions of children in the world through universal salt iodization.

I apologize that I am not able to join you personally in Dubai. But you have my solidarity and UNICEF’s full commitment to ensure that recommendations coming out of this consultation will be followed through vigorously.

I know some of you attending this consultation are veteran warriors against IDD. I salute you all for your unwavering commitment over the years.

I was personally proud to have been associated with the historic World Summit for children in 1990 when we got world leaders to adopt the goal of virtual elimination of iodine deficiency disorders through universal salt iodization. 

We have made great progress since then. 

Less than 20 percent of households used to consume iodized salt in 1990. Today more than 70 percent do. 
We have managed to reach over 2 billion additional people in the world. As a result, we are protecting some 82 million newborns every year from brain damage and significant loss in learning ability. 
In 1990 IDD was a significant health hazard in 110 countries. Today, it is a continuing public health problem in only 30 countries. 
Of these, the 13 countries represented here are the make-or-break countries. Success in these 13 countries will take us to the door-step of global victory against IDD.
As we know from experience of immunization and other public health efforts, reaching the last 30 percent of the population is often much harder than reaching the first 70 percent. 

We need different strategies, more creative approaches, greater tenacity, and stronger partnerships to reach the last 30 percent.
That is why we are here. 

I know it is within the capacity of those of us assembled here to come up with creative strategies to tackle this challenge.

And when we succeed – as we must, and soon – what a magnificent victory it will be!
Elimination of IDD will rank on par with eradication of smallpox or polio as one of the greatest public health achievements of our times.

Universal salt iodization is one of the most cost-effective public health interventions anywhere, any time.

The World Bank estimates that every dollar invested in salt iodization yields $30 in return in productivity gained in society.

Success in salt iodization can contribute greatly to achievement of several Millennium Development Goals. 

But unlike most other interventions needed to achieve MDGs, salt iodization is among the most affordable and easily achievable. 
Dear friends, 80 percent of human brain is formed in the first 18 months of life. Availability and use of iodized salt can greatly contribute to giving every child a healthy start in life. 

I invite you to be creative, daring and ambitious in devising a plan of actions to lead us to universal salt iodization in each and every one of the 13 countries every year. 

And let us make sure that where we have made good progress, we can sustain it and not backslide.
I really wish you a very productive consultation. Your ideas, proposals and action plans can truly make a huge difference in protecting the health, learning ability and earning potential of millions of children in the world.

Thank you.

