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Office of Public Information
Press Section
United Nations, New York

H/2519
ICEF/L39O
7 September 1978

U.S. SENATOR EDWARD KENNEDY, ADDISS833G WHO/UITICEF PRIMARY HEALTH CARE CONFERENCE

CALLS FOR ACTION TO AVERT MILLIONS OF NEEDLESS DEATHS

(Received from an Information Officer attending the Conference in Alma Ata.)

Senator Edward Kennedy of the United States yesterday, 6 September, called
on world leaders to commit themselves to concerted national action that would
ensure primary health care for all and avert millions of needless deaths each
year. He was addressing the International Conference on Primary Health Care,
sponsored by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children s
Fund (UHICEF), at Alma Ata, Soviet Union.

Mr. Kennedy urged nations to realize that the massive problems of healthy
care could be tackled if they had the vision and the will to no longer tolerate
"this enormous human tragedy".

"It is no longer unthinkable to give every child a fair start in life and
promise longer, happier lives to people of developing nations", he said. The
Alma Ata Conference could give the world the message that the challenge could
be met.

Mr. Kennedy's special address climaxed the opening day of,the ll+O-nation
Conference, which began six-day deliberations to focus world attention on the
need to ensure basic health services to all the world-s people. He is in
Alma Ata as a guest of the Soviet Government.

Hailing the Alma Ata Conference as a unique event because it had brought
diverse nations together to discuss a basic human right -- the right to health --
Mr. Kennedy condemned the persistent toll taken by disease and lack of health
care as "an outrage". More than fifteen and a half million children aged under
five will die this year; zore than 15 million of them would be from developing

countries, he said.
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Behind these statistics were the faces of millions of people "dying of
diseases we can treat or prevent entirely". The world would not tolerate a
fraction of this death toll if it occurred during a war. The size of the health
problem generated a feeling of hopelessness, and nations needed the vision to ̂
use available simple approaches to solve the problem. The human tragedy called
for action, not despair, he said.

He called upon nations to help realize the WHO goal of immunizing all
children against^disease in the next decade. This would give meaning to the
coming International Year of the Child (lYC).

Earlier, the Conference opened with a call to all nations to make primary
health care for all people a cornerstone of socio-economic development policy.
Highlighting the failure of existing health services to reach rural populations
and the urban poor, keynote statements by the heads of WHO and UNICEF and the
Soviet Health Minister, Boris Petrovsky, sought a firm commitment from Governments
to review their health policies and remedy this situation.
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SPEECH AT THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
CONFERENCE ON PRIMARY CARE
ALMA ATA, SOVIET UNION

For release: September 6, 19V.f
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There are statistics describing the plight of every aoe
grc-ip m developing nations. But what is a statistic to some
nf n'f?^ "° ?"hers. And bch::f thc,e statircics are the faces
dvi^ f ^ " ^ ? ^ pcopla suffering fror symptoms we can alleviate,
Qii-.g from ciseases we can treat, developing diseases we can
prevent entirely.

VPT1J w? W2V l d n o t tolerate wars that take the toll that pre-
ventable diseases take each year in developing nations. We
wov,.d not stand by if nations slaughtered a fraction of the
SoS?dVall ̂  kiiled each yoar by treatable diseases. T?e

liiiiliilllr ••



^

^ ^

iiiliiiilt
(MORE)



/eatecc achieve;, -its of the World Health Organization—it had the
vision that it could be dene; it communicated that yision; and
sensing that it was v;_-hi:; thoir gr--.sp, the nations of the world
responded with the will to cat the job done. Thousands of people
participated in the special health networks centered around the
world for this purpose.

The techniques used to eradicate smallpox are known: they are
simple: they can be applied to other diseases. They include surveil-
lance and vaccination. Look what other diseases we can control with
these and other already proven techniques:

—There are 72 million cases of measles each year in the world
and 1.2 million children will die of the disease this year.

—The, 2 are 800,000 c~ses of tetanus ^ach year. 600,000 people,
most of them children, will die rom it this year.

~2OO;00O..childr^n"v:ill- die" pf'polio, ar-.d 1.5*million--p&epi-e
.. .. suffer front this dread"dicer.se.

— 8 million children will be stricken with whooping cough this
year and 300,000 of them will die.

Measles, tetanus, whooping cough, polio—we have vaccines for all
of them. The smallpox success story can be repeated through immuni-
zation porgrams.

The Center for Disease Control estimates that 2.6 million
children die each year from ir.rrunizable diseases. It is an enormous
human tragedy. But it do:s not call for despair. It calls for
action. • Next year is the International Year of the Child. There
can be no more meaningful accomplishment on behalf of the children of
the world than to realize the World Health Organization's coal of imm-
unizing all the children of every nation by 19f0. It is a goal
we can must achieve. Today, in 42 developing nations, the immunization
rate for polio is 8%, DPT 7% and ir^asles 7%. So there is a long way
to go. But we know the way. _____
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