
WORKSHOP DISCUSSION

Radio and Project Support Communication

Radio kept coming up in the discussions. Two of the

participants were radio men and several others were responsible

for the supervision of broadcasting. Radio reaches the largest

audience of any mass medium in Africa; It ought to play a

significant role in communications for social development — but

horn? What is its role? The radio specialists were the first

to admit that there are a lot of problems involved in the use of

One problem is language* In Zambia, for example, there

are 72 languages and in order to reach anything that can be termed

a mass audience Radio Zambia is compelled to broadcast in five of

them. Kiswahili is widely understood in Kenya and Tanzania, but

rural and urban accents vary considerably: sometimes country folk

cannot understand the "city" Kiswahili.

Then it is difficult to localize broadcasts, that is to give

them a regional slant, and this is very important in certain fields

of development. Tanzania has tried radio interviews with people

in different districts, which is an idea that might be more widely

adopted.

Radio, like the motion picture, is inherently a one-way

communication channel, even limited feed-back being difficult to

arrange. The better time-slots tend to be usurped by commercial

sponsors, leaving public service broadcasts to be scheduled at hours

inconvenient for listeners, who are primarily interested in music

and news.

Even taking all these constraints into account, however, it

was felt that more could be done with radio if broadcasts

were carefully articulated with other aspects of communications

campaigns and if more imaginative programming were used for



development broadcasts. In Botswana, radio ie widely used by the

Extra Mural Division of the University to promote adult education

on a variety of topics, including the affect of the National

Development Plan on conditions in various parts of the country.

Herbert Mokhachane'a young farmers' broadcasts in Lesotho are a

case in point of imaginative programming, combining rock music,

quizes and useful information.

Gust because radio is a good communicator of information,

that does not necessarily make it a good medium for promoting

change or for PSC work. It is a good medium for generating

awareness but in order to promote change the medium of radio must

be reinforced, as in Botswana and Tanzania, by listening groups

and back-up material. Perhaps, therefore, the entertaining radio

serial offers the best potential use of radio.

Creative use of development-support radio lags because of a

shortage of good script writers and artistes and because there is

insufficient money in public service broadcasting to pay for good

scripting and performances. (As Kabwe Kaeoma pointed out, one

reason it is important to develop national theatre movements is

to provide a talent pool for other media.) in any event, it was

agreed that radio will not come into its own as a development

communications tool until governments and others are willing to

put at least a reasonable amount of money into "talent" as opposed

to hardware.



CF Item Barcode Sign

Login Name Saroja Douglas

8/28/2007
1:13:38 PM

CF-RAI-USAA-PD-GEN-2007-000190

Expanded Number CF-RAI-USAA-PD-GEN-2007-000190
External ID

"Radio and Project Support Communication" Workshop Discussion during Part III:
Media in PSC Campaigns. UNICEF/PSC Workshop on Communication for Social
Development, held at the University of Zambia, Lusaka, 29 April to 10 May 1974

Date Created / From Date Date Registered Date Closed / To Date

4/1/1974 6/20/2007 at 12:14 PM

Primary Contact

Home Location CF/RAF/ZW/A118_-1987-000016913 (In Container)

FI2: Status Certain? No

Itm Fd01: In, Out, Internal Rec orRec Copy
Owner Location Programme Division, UNICEF NYHQ (3003)

Current Location/Assignee Upasana Young since 8/26/2007 at 6:51 PM

Date Published

FI3: Record Copy? No

Record Type A01 PD-GEN ITEM

Contained Records
Container CF/RA/BX/PD/RP/LB/1987/T005: Africa: Social welfare, Nutrition, Sa

Fd3: Doc Type - Format Dal .Date First Published Priority
6/22/2007 at 12:05 PM

Document Details Record has no document attached.

Report on the discussion of on use of radio media in PSC.

Number of images
without cover

Print Name of Person Submit Image Signature of Person Submit

%


