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Statement by James P. Grant, Executive Director;
United Nations Children’s Fund
on the SO0th Anniversary at
Foster Parents Plan International
{10 December 198¢)
UNICEF is pieased to pay tribute ts Foster Parents Flan Internaticnal an the
occasion at its SOtk anniversary. Through its work in aver 20 countriess PLAN
has provided needy families with the materials and skills to improve their gown
lives., Parents have learned to undertake simple healths nutritional and
sanitary measures to improve the well-being of their children; neighbours have
started income—generating projects and cooperatives and communities have
- increased iheir food productian.

UNICEF shares PLAN’s philosophy that families and communities must themse|ves
be the major actors in their development; rather than becaming passive
recipients of foreion assistance. [t is in that spirit that UNICEF promotes
simple self-help measures such as growth-manitaring, orai rehydration therapy
. and breast—-tfeeding, and preventive measures such as child immunization.
Combineds these four measures have the potential to prevent as many as halt of
the infant deaths in the developing world and amount to a revolution in zhild
survival and development. [n several countries wherz both agcencies have
. programmess UNICEF and PLAN have deveicped a close warking reiationship.

In 1984, UNICEF has been ccmmemarating its own 40th anniversary. Rather thkan
celebrating cur past achievements:; UNICEF has used this occasion to alert the
worid to the continued swtfering of children and has asked world |l2aders arnd
citizens tg rerew their commitment to creating a better future for the world’s
children. In particulars we have urged them to work towards achievine
universa!| child immunization by 1990. On the sve of your S0th anniversary;
may I invite Foster Parents Plan International and all your supparters to join
with UNICEF and many other pubiic and private imstitutions and individuals in
a strencgthened internaticnal eftort to prevent needless child deaths and offer
every child the oppartunity ta grow and develop his/her full human potential.

With our best wishes far your excellent work and far the continued fruittul
collaboration between Foster Parents Plan Intermational and UNICEF.

Y/w., P Loa .

James P, Grant
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