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Address by James P. Grant to the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Summit Conference

Mr.Cfraimwr,
.,!.

YourExcellencies,
‘Mr.Secretmy-GeneraJ,
DisdnguiabedPmticipant$,
HonouredGuests

WIUryou permission,Mr.Chaimrmr,I would like to introduce the African chdd, Miss Selarnawit,of ~ddis
Ababa,who hasdonemom thanperhapsany otherchild to promotethe weff-beingof affchildren in the past
5 years..When,withtheencouragementof theSecmtary-Genemlof theUnitedNations,welaunchedtheChild
Sm-vivafandDevelopmentRevolutionin December1982,UNICEFneededa childsymbolfor the newworld-
wideeffort Thisphotogmphtakenin late1982ofa four-year-oldchildfoundon thessmetsofAddiaAbabawas
chosen.Today,herpicturehasbeenstar by— andwarmedtheheartsof— hundredsofmiUlonsof peoplethe
worldoverwho areworkingfor chifdsorvival.Selamawitis now nearly IO,frdlyimmunizedof course,and
numbertwo in her thirdgradeclassof 103.Mr.Chairman,with yorrrpermission, she woofdlike to say a few
words inArstharic.

m. Selanrawic“Afewyearsago,someoneaskedmewhatI wantedto bewhenI grewup.
I answered,Iwanttoberrfiye.TodayIanrafi~e.NowI wishthesanreforallchihherrirrAfrica.
So please,help themsurvive.Thankyou.”]

I amgreatfyhonouredto addressyouinAddiaAbabain thisYearof rbeAfricanChdd. It was hereinJuly
1987that the OAU Summit,cognizantof the fact that humanresourcesin generafand children in particular
conssitotethemairrwealthofUrecorrtinent,andrecaflingtheproclamationof 19S6aaAfricaImmunizationYear,
declared1988as the “Yearfor the Protection,Survivafand Developmentof theAfricanChdd” and calfedon
Memba States to actively pfay a mle in mtillizing nationalcommunities with a view to creating more
awarenessonthened formsmrmesaimedat achievingthegoafsofCMldSurvivalandDevelopmentingeneral
and,inpardcufx, the19%)UniversalChildImmunizationtargets.‘fle SummitrequewedtbeUNICEFExecutive
Directorto facifitatcthe implementationof the nxrdution throughthemobilizationof thenecessaryresources
and to complementthe nationaland internationalefforts.

This Summitgatheringon the 25rbAnniversaryof theOAU occursat a crucialmnmerrtfor this continent
andpardculsdyforitschildren.Thebadnewssincethe lastSummitis,ofcourse,thattheeconomicdifficulties
of the 1980sas a consequenceof the debt crisis, low prices for primarycommmirie.$,and civil strife,often
supportedby externalsourcesas in theFronthe States,haveeontimred.The nel transferof re.murcesleaving
Africais now g?mrerthan the inflow,withthe differencemeasuredin the biUionsof dollarsannually.

A fewyearsago, then-presidentJuliusNyerereasked,“Must westarveour children to pay ourdebta?” I
W@ mSaY~ act~ Pmcti~ h= aflw often~swe~ WI*a“Yw”,arrdmanyhondredaof thousandshave
diedas a consequenceinAfrica,LatinAmericaandAsia.Andwhile themareencouragingprospectsfor some
improvementsin themobilizationof resourcesforAfrica,I agreewithAmbassadorStephenLewisof Canada,
the SpecialAdviw to Secretary-GeneralJavierP&ezde CuUar, thattheyare tooMtle,too late,and h slow.

It is against tfrk backgroundthat the U.N.demographershave continued to support their mid-1980s
projectiontfratAfricawillbe thennlycnrrtinentin 1990andagainin theyear2fKKlwhich,as in 1980,willshow
a greaternumbwofchilddeathsthanadecadeearlier— upffom4 millionin 1970to4.25 milfionin 1980,and
to 4.46 millionin 1985.This is moreIhandoublethe figureof2 millionchilddeathsifAfricawere to achieve
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‘tie rargctesabtiihcd fortheyear2000foreachcomrtryin thewoddof so und=-5mortaMymtc of70psx 1,000
b~orbalftbe 1980ratc,wbicheverisIowa [scetableattached].fftbeglobalpmjcctioosof tbcdcmogmphers
on trendtimesCSfCtd2tdeV~LX.fOI’CtbeAIDScriaii cmcrgsdwere@pmvecorrect,Africa,withordyabout 14
pea’centof theworld’stcialpopulation,in 2(XX3wilt rxcountforover40 percentof aft infantandchflddeaths
worldwide,up from 15percentin 1950and 31percentin 1986. . . “

Muat weaccqrt that thesegrimprojectionsdescribethe futureof this noblecontinent, the btiptacc of
‘mankind?

Weatf hope that the globaIeconomic.and prditicalcfimarewiflchange— and many of us in OreUnited
Nations, let me assure you, be no opportunityto press the need for more creativesteps on a much more
adequatescafebytheindustrialcountries.Pmdencerqdres, however,thatwewhoamcmrcernedwiththewett-
beiig ofOrepcopleofAfrica-with Orehcattbofchildrenand theirmothers-and withthe veryfutmeof tfis
continent— mustassumethat the ctimatcwiflremainverydifflcukindeed. ,,

Mr. Chairman, Excellences:
what thencarrbe dnneunderthesecontinuingdifficultcircumstances?Givenwhatwe haveandknow,‘what
ispossible? Letmeet oncepay tributeto the impressivek.adcrsbipshownand to theactionsalreadytmdcrway
by many,IIMIyAfriCSngOvemrnentSto implementthestrategyandelemermof UNPAAERDm fuftll Africa’s
partoftbebargsinwithtbeinternatiotralcommmrity.But Ietmeatcoreport thatOrercisone-in whwhyour
generationofpofiticatIcadersbipcangodowninhsto~ wheretremendouspntendatexistsdespiteOresevere
ewrictions of these times— and that ia in impmving the mnditiona for the childrenof Africa,particularly
regardingtbcii heaftb,and therebyconstructinga soundfoundationfor cominggenerations.

Wbatcanwereasonablyexpecttnatileveirr thkreafm? Canwereaponaiblyhopctoacbievetbe year 1990
goatsof rmiversatchildimmunizationandvirhmlfyunivc.rscdaccesstoORT?Canwehopetn achievetheeven
morediftiiult goals forOreyear2000 of reducingchild morraMyrates m 70per 1,000live births?

My message to you today involves comeCriticatissues which, properly bandfcd under Orepersonal
leadershipof Headsof StateandGovcrnmcrms,wiflrcsrdtin the ‘heady impossible”beeomingpossible.The
heaftbofAfcicanchildrencan bc w improvedthat Ore1980cfdfddcafbrateswilfbe bafvcdby Oreyear2000,
saving the fiveso~5miffiancfdfdrenrmnaallyascomparedto a continuationof 1980ondcs-5childmortalby
mtcs, while cJowingpopulationgrowth rates in the pmcas, as parents develop confidencethat Orciifmt
childrenwilfsurvive.

llre good newssupportingtbii LAiefis that due to extraordinarymeasuresalready initiatedby African
countriesin themid-1980aanddescribedbyScerctary-GcncrafP&czde Cu611ar,OrenumbersofAfricanchild
deathshrrrfWtrtedfalfing in 1986and 1987, therebyprovingwrong,for Orescyrara at last, the projections
ofdemogmphcrsbasedonpaattrendlines.Ascomparedto 1985,in 1987,despiteincrcasingeconomicandother
difficulties,anda targerpopulation,100,000fewer chifdrendiedand rm”ffionsmarechifdrenwereheaflhier
due to pmgmcson immunizationand on nralrchydmtiontherapyagainstdiarrhnea.The tivcs of 2.7 million
Africanchifdrwrhave been saved since 1980due to pmgreaain the heattfrfield. Far more witl have to be
accomptialwz!tn achieveOreyear 1990and2000gcak, but we nnwcamace from rczentAfricanexperiences
how this mightbe accomplished.[Seechartcon followingpage.]

Gne majorfactorwhichhas been the basisof a flocd of progcaa forchildrenin Africa ia thereafiion
tbatdevelnpmentafadvarrceaandtechnologicaldevelopmentaofrecentyearabavevastfyincrcaseddrecapacity
tn commrrnicofeimpnrtantknowledgeto famities.‘flrereis todaya rapidandcontinuingincreasein theakility
to communicatewith the world’spoor— throughradio,press,TV,schoolsin atmostevery village,churches
atrdmosques,thousandsof newfanners’,women’s,andbusinessaswxiations,andso forth— andawholenew
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Alternative Projections of Child Deaths
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and Lives Saved in Africa ,$(
Children Under 5 Yearsof Age: 19802000

(M’illion)

Annual Cumulative
(Estimates in Miltions) A: Year2000 1980-2000

7

5
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117

41

76

1980 82 84 88 88 90 92 94 96 982000

. . . . Projection A deaths

The 1980 un&r-five mortalityrates(u5M8)remainconstanttotheyear2000.

--- Projecdon B &nths

Upto1987theunddive momdiy(u51vM)ratesareasesdmatedbytheUnitedNationsPopuMionDivkIon.
Fmm1987,commiesmakesuflicientprogre.sstoreacbtkUCSDRtargetsbyfieyear20+XIi.e.eitheran&-
fivemortalityrateof70cmhalftheir19S4ratewhicheveris!ower.

_ Project C livessoved
The differencebetweenpojection AdeathsandprojectionBdeaths.

Deathsofchildrenunder5 yearsofageinAfrica Under-5livessavedin Africa
1980 4.7.5million (1980U5MSvs actualfigures)
1981 4.29 1980-1987 2.7million
1982 434 1982-1987 2.6
1983 4.38 1985-1987 1.8
1984 4.42
1985 4.46
1986 4.41
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P=@on in he wOrldc~m~iw of whst CaIIbe dow withpmgmmmecommunicationm a powerfulml
forcducadonof the pubficcmcc.sningpmvailiig Wncsaeaandcontmlfingthem.

Thii new capacity gives the potersdaf,witfr vigorousnatiotrsfIcsdership, to cake newIy developed,
impmvcdor rediscoveo4 Iow-coawhigh-impactmedicaltechniquesandknowledgereadilyatousdiaposaf—
suchasvaccinesandORT—mrdacceleratetheirusetorcachanemimpopuladon,Iutbertbrnrjust theprivifegcd
fewwhotmditionallyenjoyrefatively caayaccesstohealthsrrpportaystems.TheUoitedNationshaacaffedthia
approach the potential for a Child Smvival rmd DevelopmentRevolutium(CSDR).The actrmf medicaf
techniqueszae.,ofcxmrsc,fami@ssoyouby now,andincludebrmsunizatianagainstsixchdd-fdfting~,
oml rehydmdanthempy, a rctmn to thepracticeof brea$t-feedirsgwithpmpcrweaning,growth moaitarirsg,
sodfondfy s~efng. Combmingthenewcapacityto communicatewith@eaetechniquesand tccfmologicsbaa
affowedthe mid-1980s to see io many cormtricsa very abmp expressionof the immunizationand ORT
progmmm.esin pardcdar.

llreabtity ofAfricsncmmtriestomakeprogressinthesmvivalanddevelopmcntof tbeircbihirenthrough
dmmaticaflyacceleratingtheir expandedpmgmmmesfor immusrhtion despite extremelyconstmirscdre-
sourcesbaademonamwcdb’ulyquits bsillisnt utilisationsof limitedmsnmves.In the early 1980s,of the 25
millionchildrenborneachyearon thii continent,morethanonemillionweredying,andacomparablenrrotbcs
werebciig crippledfor fife,fromonecam. afone— becausetheywerenot immunizedagainstsir.diseasesat
a costof someUS$5-15per child.Today,Africais clearlycommittedto preventingthis tmgic waste through
achievingthe goal of UniversalChild fmmmrizstionby 1990— ensuringcovcmgeof at least 75 percentof
Africa’srmder-mres.

Between 1984and 1987,more tfmn40 Ahican cormtsicshave sharplyacceleratedtheir immradmtion
progrrmmses-thcmajorityof tbcmwithtbeactiveIeaderahipoftbeHsadofStatcorGovemmentinmobdizing
SUsectorsof acciety.Indeed,I am honoucedto say that I havehadtheprivifegeto personallypasdcipstewith
a number of you attending tbii Assembly,includingPresidentMengistuof our host country, irr fmrnchmg
accelcmtcdimmunimtionpmgmmmesinyourcomuriea.Majoraccelerationis evidentin manycomrtricainaU
sukmgions of thecontinent.Sevenarrb-Sahasinandfour NorthAfricancountries,witha poprdationtotaffing
over 100milfion,have ahcady achEvcd the 75%coverage8oaf,rmdanotfm twu have scbievcd it in all but
measles.Sevcmfcormtricsespccttomeetthemaskbcforethemrdof thisyear.MajorcidessuchasCairo,Addis
Ababa, Hamrs, Algiers,Mapcetoand Dakarhave net ardyreachedthegoal aheadof schedule, they have
achieved tivefs of immunizationfor infants under one equal or superiar to those of New York and
Washington.UNICEFisconfidentthatwithsuataincdandcrcativeeffortsledby eachmtion’s lcaders,thegoafs,
canhe achievedby virmalfyeverycountry inAfricaby l%.

Suchcommunicationeffortsbsvereceiveda sturdybut!rcssfmmthenewlyunleashedmsoorceof support
byAfsicanmtiataand intelfectrralswhichhasbeengeneratedmrdfwrscd tfrrou8hmajorconferencesin Dakac
in March 1987and Haramin Marchof this year.

I urge each Head of State and Governmentto think even more deeply of the mrmychklren who am
unrcachcdinyourowncourmy— to tbii of whatit woufdrequiretoseachthemwiththemcatrsto meetbasic
humanncda, including,and@aps startingwith,theirverysurvivalanddevelopment.I chaffengeyou,with
the suppt of the internationalcommunityincludingUNICEF,not only to prw’e the demogmphers wrong
whentheyprojectthat the absolutenumberof chdddcatbswiflincrease,but afw tu achievethe fuUgoafafor
1990and2tM0.

WhatwiUit take ineachof yoracountriestoachievetheyear-2LXKlchildmortalitygoal? 1/can bedane,
but it can be done~— and only if — tftepofidea[will to do it exists.PedtapsevmyHeadof Statemight call
a meetingof itsownexperts.I auacbm my statementa tableshowingtheprogressmadein eachcountrysince
19LWandthe progressrequiredin the future to reach tfwyear2QO0goafs.

&
-<-

..- . .-r-v .,.

.,. .

,. . . . ... .. .
. .

. .. .. ...

-.. , .



. .... ..

.,. .....:,:
:, ....!..

BecauaeofthesucceaaofAfricansirrmobtig forchfldheahfr,thereisacotildence in ymrrcapabtiries
in the fieldof health.Thii is syrrtmfii rmtordyby theeonsidcmbleextemaffmcirrg whichhas beenmade
avaifableforimmuniratiorrmulorafrehydmtionthemfryprogmmmea,tntallingmorcthan$200rniflkmtodate,
but also by the emlmaiaatieresp&e in Africaand imenradorrallyeothe initiativeproposed by your Health
MinisterslaatSeptcmberirtBarnaknirraressionopncd bytbeResidentof Mafimrdnowremmmendedtoyou
by the 48rb&dinary Sessionof the CounciL

The’’BmtrakoInitiative”,whichwasstrmrglyendorsedforsuppmtby theExecutiveBosrd ofUN1cEFthia
paatAprilandby theWorldHeafthAa.wmblythis May,baakafIyoutlinesa newcompactfor mobtiorr of
reanurcestoachievermiveraaIprirmwyhrafthcamfor womenandcbifdrcrrby themid-1990a.llre em of the
fnhirdiveis a new wayof fundingand managingcawtrdaldrugsandmaternaland child heaftbears for eaeh
cwrrmurrity.Thedregs,boughtinbufkat lowcostandwiththehelpofexterrraIassistancefcmaperiodof years,
wouldbe soldat priceswh~h, whifemwh lowerthan the localretailrest, wouldLwsufficientto fmmreenot
onlythereplenishmentof thedrugsthemselves,but afxrthedevelopmentofdistrictheaftbservieesto tbepoim
at whichmaternaland child lrwdtbcam is availabfeto all.

ThelrcmendouapotrsrtiafoftbeBamakoInitiativeerearcsse exuerrreIyprovocativeoppnrtonitytoattract
mstir newf~isrr aidm SUppOrrPrimaryheaftfra inAfricaof upm$l@Jmiflionammeffy,atrslogewato that
succeasfulfyachievedfor UCf/1990,as wellas to mobilizea stiUlargeramnmrt— more then tfnuble— of
resourcesfromlord communitiesin supportofmaterrrafandchildhealthcare,includingcontinuedsupportfor
univeraafchild immunization.

‘fMsmeetingisauspiciouslysituatedin timetoeeklwaretheecmmpfiahmemaofa quarterof awmuy of
theOAU.It is efaoposedat the thresholdof the last decadeof thiscentury...indeed,of tfrkmillennium.The
combmedhumanresourcesof yougatheredinAddisAbabstndayis formidable.Aayouplan theprioritization
of youreffortafortheupcomingh~toricdecade,I commendtherecmrmrendadonof the48rftOrdinmySeasion
oftheCormcilofMinistersthat,inadditionroeflelae.tbetyouaimtnaxomplish, theIaatdecadeofrbiacemtury
aboofdbe designatedas the “Decadeof theAfricanCfrM”.

I crrgeyoo toconsiderfavorably rfedirrg at your Summitin 1989,whichis the 10tfranniversaryof the
IntemationalYearofthcCliId,that,during the 1990s,youwillachievetbebreaktbmugbairrchddbeaftbwbieh
arenowso clearlywitim reaeh.AndI urgeyou todetemrincto apjdythesamesnciafmobitition teetilquea
whichhavebeenso suceeasfulinchildheafth,to securea brrakrbroughinachievingbasiceducationfor rdfby
theyear2000. Explorewhatis do+tbleforchtldrcn,givena ereativeexsmirrationof whatis available,endsee
that it is done.

fnkeepingwiththisdevelopmemaffetus on thechildaathefoundationfora solidfumre,timelyadnption
by tbeUnitedNationsGeneralAasemblyin1989of rhe’’cmrvemionontheRightsof theChiId”wiflbeamajor
stepforwardforcivilization.Africacanrakea leadin tfrk.MostAfricancounties regainedtheir indefrsndence
lma than30 yearsago, yet you can help Ieadthe entire worfdin theconreptof the rightsof chikfren.

A new awareneas ia also evolving that young chifdrerroughttn lx putatmveplitics. Immunizationiaan
arenawith the Ptential for all eomrtrieato demonsoatehowpmple of everypartyand viewearrcdabnrate.
Todaywean applythe Iesaonaofcourrties-irr+orrflictwhichIraveeffectivelyco.ordirratedmeasurestnaflow
safeconduct of immunisationpmgrammea— lessons learned recentlyin such courruieaas El SaIvador,
Lebanon,Afgban@mandUganda.

Mow metOMSuretbOSegatberedfortfrissummit conferencetbatUNICEFisacutelyawarcOfthe feetthat
rdrimately,theheafthofchildrencannotbeseparatedfromthewelf-bing of therestofaoeiety.UNICEF’svoice
canbeheardloudand increasinglyondreneedto addressbroaderdevelopmentissues,includingfhowof debt,
betterpricesforprimmyeommwhrics.andincreawidevelor)mentassistarrce.sndesrAallv on tfrearrecializ.ed

:! needsof leastdevelo~ countries.Weemphssirethatfbeneedsof leastdevelopedcountriesinAfricaammore
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urgent&m Ihoseof priorccnmhiesin othercorrtiuentswhichsre surroundedby or adja&nt to eccnromicdfy
hrafthyneighboms.Tireglobalrxmrmurritymustassunreastrong responsib~ltytoagruupof mndgrrousstates,
offof whichsuffeJexoeme cireumstsrrms.

Fiily, I shmrfdstressthatincrrzwdAfricanleader&p forchifdrenisbeirrgPsrslfekf by leadersinAsia
arrdLadrrAmericsinprovidingleadersMpto a “GmrrdAffiarrceforCbifdren”thmughout theworld.llros, last
November,the Hmda of Stste and Governmentof the SouthAsiarrAs.wciationfor Regiooaf~on
(SAARC)alsodevotedspmiafatlentionto children,includingCafIiigfor earlyradfkatiun of the convention
on theRightsof theChifd.llris psat Sumfsy,I waswithpresidentAIanGarciaofPm whenhe, in a new sdf-
help housiog area outside Lima, immunised chifdren iocludirtghis own 3-month old son, and signed an
fristuricallyunprecedemedrradorrsffewsupportedby everypofiticsfparty in Petu requiringthe reductionof
infsm mortafityby at lmat 15fmints&fore the endof 1990.

Mr. Chairman, Excellencies
These are urrderrisblydifticuft times for Africa, mrdsevemfsspects of your cirmrrrsrarrcesare cmrtrcdled
exterrrsfly— fromglobafeconomiccmrditiorrsto periurfsof badweather.Yetremarkableopportunitiesexist,
if thepuliticsfwillandsqdristicmionexist tu use them.I urgeyou to seizethe opportunitiesirrhermtirrthese
chsllengex

Q
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Q
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Wagestr slf-uuteffortfmm now through 1990to achieve UCIin your counoy,snd to drsmsardfy
increaseawsmneaasrrduseoforalrehydmtionthempy.Fuffsucmmin theseeffortawiflsavethe fives
of more than 2 milfionAfricanchifdrensmmsflyin the 1990s.

Pot theBarrmkoIrrftfotfveto workin yourcountry.Activelyseekand supportmeaaurcawhichwork
outthedetaifsmxassry inyourpmticufu situstiontoachieverrratemslandchildhealthcarecoverage
formore than80 percentbefore 1995.

ASHeadof State,cunsiderpammlly holdingmeetingsof keyoftiiisls, or a widergroup including
leadersfmmtbeprivstesectur,onprinrityamionsmrdgoalsinyourwunmytoimpkmtemtchsffcrrgirrg
butpossible goals.

Speakoutduring1988,theYearof tbeAfricsnChild,irrsuppmtof earlyactionon theConverr@mon
the Righ&of the Chifdsnd instructyour represmtmivesin NewYorksrrdGeuevatu do evrsything
pmsible to enablethe UnitedNstionsGeneralAssemblym set favcmmfdyon the Conventionin the
fsflof 19g9,the tenthanniversaryof the ImerrrationslYmrof theChild.

As you restructureyour srrrmafbudgclain the face of continuingeconomicdiffiioftics, follow the
policyof “AdjustmentWitha HumanFace”in ordw tn protmt investmentin the aocisfs%tura,so
~Prtmrt m c=h rnuntry’sfumm, wfridereqti~g these stem such ss health mrdeducation to
kecumemoreeffectivein rmchmg thow most iu need,as throughgivirrgincreasedpriorityto chifd
smvivrdmcamrm.

Considers yournextSummitmeetingwhma“Decadeof theAtlimrrChild”willmeanfor the 1990s.
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I jein the UnitedNationsSecretaryGawral and ninnyothers in beiig encnumgedby the Ieadmhip you
amnowtakinginspearheadinga GmndAffianeeforCbiin inAfrica— aGmndAffiancebe~lng withtbe
CImimmnoftheOAUandotAexHeadsofStateandevenachifd-Sefmnawit-fnnn thestseetsofAddisAbaba,
m fibrate._ childrenfromthe currentdaily tell of 10,OMIpreventablechid deaths.
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Assemblyof Headsof Stateand Government
Orgsnhdon of AfricanUnity
Twenty-fourthGrdimuySession
25-28&y, 1988
AddisAbaba,Ethiopia

1. Resolutionon Africanchild surviwdsnd development.Universslchild immunizadonin
Mica CM/I&. 1163(XLVfU)

2. Resolutionon the Progmmmeof essendsl medicinesfcr chikba and theirmothexs.
Cbf/Res.1164(XLVm)

3. ResolutiononAIDSPrevention in Africa CM&s. 1165(XVIII)
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RESOLUTION ON AFRICAN CHfLD SURVfVAL AND DEVELOPMENT
UNIVERSAL CHILD IMMUIWMTION IN AFRICA

‘fYreCcurrrciIof Minister-aof the OrganizationofAfrieaaUnity,meetingin itaFerty-eighthGrdinarySeasion,
in AddisAbaba,Ethiopia,from 19to 23 May 1988,

Noting the OAU Secretary-Generel’sreport and the UNICEF/WHOcontribution to tfreAfrican Cfid
SurvivafandDevelopmentInitiativeandUniveraafImmunizationin tfreAfricanContinent(IWC. CfW1505),

RecafffrsgtheOAUAsaemblyofHeadsofStateaadGoverarrresrtreaebrtionAHGRea.163(XXfff).of tie
Twenty-thirdGrdiaarySeaaionin AddisAbaba,in Jufy 1987,

CorrsidsringDe&ration AHG/ST.4(XVI),on the Rightsand Weffamof AfricanChfld which recom-
mended,interah, the forrnularioaand inrplementatienof pregrmnrnm’in the field of Health,Nutrition end
Education,as partof mtional developmentplanswitha viewte makingthe servicts univeraalfyaccessiblete
aflchildrenwithii the shortestpossible dare,

ReeaffiagvariousUnitedNationsPrmrouncementa,especiallythe 1959De&ration on the Rightaof the
ChfldandReaohttionAf31/169of tbeUnitedNationsGenemlAasemblyproclaiming1979as the International
Yw of theChild,also thePr@arrrationof theyear 1986esAfriea’sImmunizationYearby Ore35thRegional
Committeeof WHOforAfrica (1985),

Dekrmirred to implementat natioaaf, sub-fegional and continental levels aad together with national,
international,norr-governmentaland privatevoluntaryorganizwionsthepregranrmesundertakento promote
childwelfareby ~viding facit@ieain the fieldof medicalcare,nutrition,edueationand otbexk&c aerviee.s,

Awareof tfredeepconcernofAfricanMmnha StatesatwutthefutumofAfricanchildrenosinheritorsand
keepersofAfricancufturalheritageand custodiansof ternonow,

Furtheraotingwith interesttheprogreaaaccompfiahedbyUNICEF/wHOmrdtheintematioaafcommunity
in reducingchild mortafityand morbiditythreugh,sarongAss interventions,immunizations,

Bearing in mind the objaivea of the “BamakoInidative”to achieveuniversalPHCfor women and
childrenasaetbythemeetingofAfricenHeafthMiniaters,withthesupportoftbeExecutiveDiitorofUNIcEF
and Director-Gerterelof W,HO,

Cognimrt of the decmon of the 23rd GrdinmySessionof the OAUAssemblyof Heads of State and
GovernmentinJufy 1987,in AddisAbaha,to ddare 1988as tbeYearforprotection,Survivaland Develop-
mentof theAfricanChild, traingimmunizationpmgmnrmesas a vehiclefor achievingother widergoals,

Apprecimlagtheeffortsmadeby MemberStsresseachievethegeal of universalchfldirnmmrizationby
theyear 1990in spiteof theworldeconomicdepressionanditasevererepercusaieason theAfricaaContinent,

Takingnoteof theeffortsundertakenwitlrh thefrarneworkofthepreparationof theUNDraftConvention
on the Rightaof tbe Chdd

1. CONGRATULATES theSeeretary-Generalof theOAU on hs repertand collaborativeinitiativeswith
UNICEF,WHO, InternationalCommunity,NGOSandPVOS

2. THANKSthe Executive Duector of UNICEFfor his efforts te facifiratethe implementation of
RescdutionAHG/Rea.163(XXfff)tbrougbthemobilizationof resourcesfor the survivaland developmentof
theAfricanchifd:

3. FURTHERTHANKSthe wHODmtor-General for his effortsto accelerateprirrraryheafthcare im-
plementationand in particuba child immunizationprngmnrmesin theAfricanregiom

4. URGES MEMBER S’C4TEStGmake fId] use Ofavd’db]eresourcesfi the CGIIdOeSItto CrthSIICede
immunizationcoverageinordertorrach thetargetofuniversalimmmrirationcoverageof theAfricanCIdldb’y
rlreyear 199Qand therebycombat the SKmajorkillerdiseaacsof childmru
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5. FURTHERURGESMembwStateste slriveto combatafIothermajormatc&l chifdheafthproblems

esPcc~Y *. ti~ disc= ad I’CSPiI’SmIY~fcctions; in order to substantiallynxlucechild and
f maternalmertalityrates by at least 50 pa cent by the year20CQ

b

6. CALLSONMesnbexState.vto incrmaethe budgetaryallocationsto ens~ sustainabilityof im&ni-
sation pmgrammes and comhatdng chiktlmnd communicable diseases and further intcgradon of these
pmgrarmnesinto the NationalPrimaryHealthCam Plans (PHc~

7. ENDORSESthe.’BamakoInidadve”tGachieveprimaryhealthcareof chifdrenandwomen,asa main
meansof maintainingthepresentlysuccessfulUCIPmgrmnmesin the 1990’aandfurtherCALLSONMemke.r
States tn strive towardsmakingmaternaland chifdhealth care aya.ifabIetn afl communitiesand peaipheraf
districtsby mid-1990’$

8. APPEALSm MembcIState.stn do everythingpessibleto providematemd andchildhealthcare to all
communitiesand to all outlyingregionsby the mid-1990’y

9. FURTHERCALLSONMemberStatestoundertakeorcontinuetheireffortstoreviewthecurrentlegal
cdcs and provisions relating to the rights of tbe chfld, pardmdarlyby taking into account the 1959 UN
Declarationon UreRightsof theChif&

10. URGESUNGeneralAsscmbIyand the internationalcommunityto worktewardsanearlycompletion
of thedmfdngof the.’ConvemionontheRlghtsoftheChdd", anditsadeptionby theGenemI,4sscmblyin 1989;

11. RBQUBSTStheOAUSccWary-GcnendtofurthcrenhancchK’&Xiveroleintfrkregardandto theOAU
Comrcifof Ministersat its 13titiethOrdinary.%sion on the achievementmade inthii cndeavo~

12. URGEStie Ex@UtiVe ~itorof UNICEF,Diiter-General of WHOtoassistMemberStatesin their
efforts to achievethe gosfof mriversalimmmdmtionof Atlican chifdrcnby the year 1990Urmughf-id,
nmteriafand humansuppnrtand to workclosely.with the OAUHcafthB- to achievethe tageted goals.
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RESOLUTION ON THE PROGRAMME OF ESSENTIAL MEDICINES FOR
CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS

me Comcflofwitem of theorgarriitionofAfricanUnity,m@ing in ii Forty-eighthOrdinmySe&ion,
in AddisAbsbe,Ethiopia.fmm 19to 23 MSY1988.

Conscious of the fact that humanresourcesin general,mothersand chfldrenie pcudcufar~sdtute tie
main weaftfrof the Centinent,

Convincedof theneedto ensurethewehre of mothersandchildrentbreugheffectiveandless expensive
actions,with long fastingeffects,was to guaranteetheir activeparticipationin tbe economicdevelopment
effortsof AfricanStates

1. WLCOMESResolutionNo. AFRlRC37/WP/05adeptedby the RegionalCommitteeof the World
HealthChganizationforAfricain suppertof the “BemakoInitiative”;

2. EXPRESSESSATISFACTIONat the full suppertgiven the initiativeby manyAfricanStates

3. ENCOURAGEStboarStateswhichhavealreadyk-eguntekingactiontopurauetheiieffortaandURGES
thosedesirousof undertakingsuchactionsto do w .,.

4. PAYSTRIBUTEte theWorldHeaftbOrganimtionfor its technkal suppertfor the inidadveand to the
Gowning Councilof the UnitedNationaChfldren’sFund for havingadopteda mselnden in su~rt of the
immediateimplementationoftbis inidativeendforhevingmobilizedsubstantialreaourcs tosuppmttbe efforta
of these States whichhavebegunto takeactionsor are desiis of doing so,

5. CALLSUPONMember Statesta

1.

2.

3.

4.

launcha large-scalecampaignaimedat alestitrga largenumberofpmple to thepositiveaspxm.
of tlus mmmtivq

intcgmtcelementsof tfosmmmiveintotheircountries’healthpolicyon mothersndchildcarcby
definingan appropriatepcdicyfer essentialmedicines

mobihzethenecessaryrcscmmmforimplementationof tlusmmativewhereveractionsaretaken
. .

in the centextof ths Imtmtivw,

continueto win rhesupportof tbedonorand bhc.ral nr multilateralbedieain favourof the ex-
tensionof the systemte the populationin thosecmmtrieswhichhaveoptedfor this irrMXive.

6. REQUESTStheWHORegionafDmtorand theExecutiveDHterof UNICEFtedeeve$ythingwithin
theii pewerto ensuretbeimplementationoftheprogmmmesadopted,erganizemeetingsamongceunbies with
a view to exchangingideasandexperienceson the issue,end to encouragebodiesend egcrrciesconcernedm
defineand supportplansof action.
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RESOLUTION ON AIDS PREVHWTON IN AFRICA

The Comrcifof Ministersof the Orgtition of ficarr Unity,meetingin its Forty-eighth@dinary Session
in AdrfirAbahafiwm19re 23 May 1988,

Havfngconsirferedthereportof theOAUSecratary-GenerafonAcquiredfmmuno-DeficiencySyndrome
(AIDs),CM/1504@MIJ),

Coneerreedw“ththea+ueadof h kifk diseasein Africa.
ReaWingthat thetmnsmkionof AIDSeankwwrtmfled thrnugheducationend informationte thepublic

to effwt changeof theirLrehaviouralpatternsend lie styles,
/Wirrgtbeefforis underhkenbyoAUMemberStatesandsup@tedbylhe WorldHeafthOrgardzationand

hkmtiotiGmmd~matiolemdtiaScientif~commi~in@ctimMt theSdvStIee.ofAIDS,
the new scourgere bumenity,

Stressfng the fact @t the HIVVii haano known geographicalorigin and does nol respect national
boundaries,and,

Convinced that the LondonDeclarationon AIDSPreventionof 2S January 1988 conatib.rtesthe bask,
methodologyand orchesoaledglobalactionforAIDSCon@cd,

RECOMMENDS TRKT

I. On National Level
(1) MemberStatesto undertaketo disseminateinformationandgivecounselhrg onAIDScontinuously

and extensively
(2) Wflem&mtigtiewnnlmdmtimtion ofendemicdkeaseairrAfriaMenrberStates toattach

great imfmtaace to the smuggleagainstAIDSwithinthe progranrmeof Primary HeafdrC!arq
(3) WmbS-m-@ntie&Mdwabfitiesofhdtiwo*mtigh~h,titigmd

information,
(4) MemlrtxStatesto doeveayrfriigin IJreirpowerto enceurage,promoteandacknowledgethe research

byAfricarrScientists,

ff. At the OAU GeneralSecretariatI.@vel
(1) llre General Secraarh take the necessarymeasures to inscrib an item on the agen& of the

fortheomiogSessionof theComrciIofAfricanMinistersof HeaIlhon the stateof researchinMica
in the fieldof AIDSin Aftiw

(2) URGESthe Secrelsry-Generalto strengthenthe existingHealthBorsau of the OAUso as to cater,
amongothers,for lfreproblemof ArDS.

fII. At InternationalLevel
URGES thefrrranationalhstitutiona,Non-goverirmental@gSIIi22ti0nS(NGOs),privateVOhmtaryGTgarIs
(PVOS)aawellesDnnorAgerrcies,toworkcloselywithAfricanNationalHealthAuthoritieswiththeview
re containingthekillerdiseare.
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UNITEDNATIONSCHILDRENSFUND
UNICEFHouse,3 UN Plaza

NewYerk,NewYork 10017,USA

Palaisde.sNatiOnS
CH-1211Geneva IO

Switzedand
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