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STATEMENTBYNILJIWtSP,GRANT,EXECUTIVEDIRECTOR,WI()F
ATTMOPENINGOFTHE

36TRANNWUNITEDNATIONSARTEXHIBIT
21APRIL1987

Iamveryhappytojoinyouherethiseveningfortheopeningofthe36th
AnnualExhibitionoftheUnitedNationsArtExhibitionClubforthebenefitof
ljllICEF,ThisannualeventdrawsmanyvisitorstotheUnitedNationsand

bringsamessageofco-operationbythemembersoftheSecretariatandthe
Missionsinajointefforttopresentworksofartandtoshowsolidarityand.
supportfortheworld’schildren, -

● “UNICEFhasbeenassociatedwithartalmostsinceitsinceptionand
certainlyaslongastheUnited.NationsArtClubhasheldtheseexhibitsat
theUnitedNations,ItwasactuallyachildfromCzechoslovakiawhosentina
thank-yougreetingtoUNICEFinthelate1940sandher,picturebecameUNICEF’s
firstgreetingcardin1949,ItshowedchildrendancingaroundaMaypole,a
veryhappyoccasion,andcertainlyaveryappropriatesymbolforthistimeof
theyearwhenwearecelebratingSpringagain,

IhavejustcomefrointheseconddayofmeetingsoftheAnnualUNICEF
ExecutiveBoardwhichreviewsthesituationofchildren,the,situationofour
collaborationwiththeprogrammedofhealth,education,water,sanitationand
socialservicesaswellasemergencyassistanceindevelopingcountriest
Thesemeetingsagainbringhomethesadfactthattherearestillcloseto

● 40,000childrenwhodieeachdayfrompreventablecauses,andanotherequal
amountofchildrenwhosufferdisabilities,liehavebeenabletopinpoint _
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; majorbreakthroughsinlowcosttechnologiestoprovideeachchildwith●’ simplehealthmeasures,includingvaccinationsandOralDehydrationTherapy,
toalloweachchildnotonlytosurvivebuttodevelopproperly,

Asyousee,UNICEFisprimarilyconcernedwiththeverybasicneedsof
eachchild,butaveryimportantelementofUNICEF’sconcernsfortheproper
developmentofthechildisalsoitseducational,itscreativeandartistic
progress,Mearesupportingveryactivelyearlystimulationandpre-school
programmed,Andina,way,weareallbeneficiariesofthisworkbecause,as
youwillseejustacrossfromme,theUnitedStatesCommitteeforUNICEFhas
exhibitedsomeoftheartworkofchildrenfromaroundtheworld.Thereisa
highdegreeofartistry,ahighdegreeofpersonalexpressionandof
creativityinallofthesedrawings.Nhiletheartists’stylesvary,the
themesfoundintheartcomefromtinyinterestsandexperiencesdepicting
variouspeoples.Manychildrendepictthemselvesworkingandplayingin
schoolandathome,withtheirfamiliesandtheirfriendsi

TheUnitedStatesCommitteeforUNICEFmaintainsacollectionof
internationalchildren’sartfromover160countries,Eachyear13piecesof
theartarechosentoillustratetheUNICEFwallcalendar,Otherpiecesare
groupedintoexhibitsjsuchasthisone-AChild’sLife- oraredesignated
forlibraries,museumsoranyotherplacewherealargenumberofpeoplehave
theopportunitytoviewtheart,ThewallcalendaraswellasUNICEFGreeting
CardsareavailableinourGiftShopdownstairsandIhopeyouallwillbe
comingbackinthenextdaystostudytheartmorecarefullyandtobuysome
UNICEFproductst

AgainIwouldliketothanktheUnitedNationsArtExhibitionClubandall
● participatingartistsforgivingusthisopportunitytoseetheirworksand

fortheirsupporttoUlfICFtF,Iwouldliketoexpresstoyouallmysincerest
congratulations,
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