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Thank you Mrs. Katharine Graham, Dr. Gwendolyn Calvert Baker,
Mr. Abe Pollin and Ms. Terry Lierman. Thank you for your kind and
overly generous words addressed to me, but I would like to accept
this award on behalf of UNICEF.. . the entire UNICEF family of
almost seven thousand dedicated staff members working in 130
developing countries.. . and our hard-working National Committees
for UNICEF in 35 industrial countries, including the splendid U.S.
Committee. So on behalf of all of UNICEF, I accept this
distinction with deep gratitude.

For nearly half a century, UNICEF has indeed sought to be a
Q real #*childrenvs champion”. Last December, at the White House

launch of our 1994 State of the World’s Children report, President
Bill Clinton described us another way; he was kind enough to say
that uN1cEF is rlthe best friend the worldts children have ever
had”. We are proud to receive such praise; we are humbled and
inspired by it.

Of course, in all candor I must add that credit should go to
many others as well as to UNICEF; as in any global undertaking,
credit rightfully belongs to the many partners active in the Grand
Alliance for Children -- Third World governments, the donor
conununity, other UN agencies, religious leaders, educators, NGOS,
the media and countless ordinary people, including children, in
every corner of the globe. And here I would like to make special
mention of the role of the United States -- especially a bipartisan
Congress and USAID, and recently, the Executive -- which has
provided unwavering support to UNICEF and children living in the
world!s poorest countries.

In early 1983, when our Child Survival and Development
Revolution wae just getting underway, a successful businessman came
to see me with a piece of paper in his hand. The paper wasn’t
burning but it certainly had set the man on fire. The man’s name
wae Abe Pollin and what he had in his hand was a column by Stephen
S. Rosenfeld, published in the Washington Post on the last day of
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1982. It was titled “Billion-Dollar Bargain” and described our
low-cost strategy for cutting child mortality in half and saving
many millions of children by the year 2000. As I said, the article
had set Abe Pollin on fire -- and he went on to establish the
Washington, D.C. Advisory Council for UNICEF, which, among other
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activities, organizes these annual fundraising balls, has funded
almost $2 million worth of assistance to UWICEF efforts in Africa,
Asia and Latin America, and serves as a vivid reminder to Congress
and the Executive Branch that people in Washington, D.C. & care
about what happens to children elsewhere.

Abe is still on fire today, and this year the Washington D.C.
stalwarts he leads are working to get much-needed assistance to the
children of Bosnia-Herzegovinar victims of unspeakable violence,
cruel deprivation and incomprehensible hatred. From the bottom of
my heart, I thank you, Abe, and your associates, for the leadership
and dedication you have shown.

Let me give you the briefest idea of how much has been
accomplished over the past decade. When Abe came to see me about
getting involved in the just-proposed Child Survival and
Development Revolution, UWICEF had about 2,000 employees, an income
of $342 million, and was receiving about $42 million a year for
general resources from the U.S. government. A decade later,
UNICEF’s staff had trebled, its budget had risen to approximately
one billion dollars, and the U.S. contribution had increased to not
only $100 million for general resources, but also supplementary
financing of $22 million for emergencies and special projects.

● Most importantly, of course, the lives of well over 20 million
children have been saved, and some 100 million more are living
healthier and more productive lives, thanks to the simple
technologies and basic services provided to the world’s neediest
communities. Immunization alone is now saving 3 million liVeS a
year; oral dehydration against diarrhoea is saving another million.
Achievement of the December 1995 mid-decade targets toward the
World Summit for Children year 2000 goals would mean saving the
lives of an additional two million children annually by 1996, and
bring many millions more into primary schools. On every continent,
in every culture, we are witnessing dramatic reductions in births
as parents receive a modicum of education, become increasingly
confident their first-born will survive, and have increased access
to family planning information and services. The 1990s have also
seen the World Summit for Children, the first truly global as Well
as largest summit ever held until then, and the explosive spread of
the Convention on the Rights of the Child -- with 156 ratifications
already the most widely ratified human rights treaty. Trulyr a
revolution for children is in process.

Reducing child deaths, ensuring that every community has a
safe water supply, providing at least a basic education for every
child, making family planning universally available -- these are
some of the most effective and affordable ways of helping people
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lift themselves out of poverty, to slow population growth, and to
ease the pressure on the environment. We have a major opportunity
in the 1990s both to meet some of the crying human needs in the
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world of today and at the same time to pre-empt some of the
greateet problems facing the world of tomorrow.

The question we face now is can the world -- will the world --
sustain this accelerating breakthrough for children, a breakthrough
getting underway in the United States as well? The answer is, the
world certainly can; what remains to be seen is will we? A large
part of the outcome depends upon the actions of people like us
around the world.

I have just spent this past week in Ethiopia and Nigeria --the
two largest countries of sub-Saharan Africa. These nations were
making good progress in the period 1989-1990, until their
programmed were overwhelmed by massive events -- a military
overthrow in Ethiopia after armed struggle of many years, and two
major coups in Nigeria accompanied by numerous countrywide strikes,
including by civil servants, and a great deal of economic chaos.
After talking at length with leaders -- including the two
presidents,-- NGOS, the media, ambassadors and international agency
personnel -- including, of course, UNICEF staff -- I left both
countries with reasonable confidence that most of the mid-decade
goals can be achieved if we in the world community continue to

● demonstrate our strong interest in and support for their children.
As a modicum of stability returns to a country after a period of
crisis, pressure quickly mounts to restart and accelerate
immunization, ORT and other programmed that millions of parents and
others now value and demand. The external world! including
importantly UNICEF, must remind all levels of society of our
willingness and our readiness to continue the assistance they need.

At the White House ceremony I mentioned earlier, President
Clinton said that:

*linves.tingin the children of the world can be the most cost-
effective way not only to relieve suffering, but to advance
economies, to promote self-sufficiency, to promote democracy
and to avert future conflicts.ns

And he went on to call on “Americans in private and public life to
join with leaders in developing nations to help ensure that we do
make tangible progress.”

Friends and colleagues, you have heeded that call. You are
here tonight to help keep the promise of the historic 1990 World
Summit for Children. It is a promise to the world’s children, and
a promiee to ourselves. I thank you on behalf of the children, and
I thank you on behalf of UNICEF.
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