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I am happyto welccmeall of ycu h=e tcday. I am partim.1.=lyph=ed

tht the Regional D“mectorea~tim alittle ah~of theirown

echeduledmeting to Participatein this ~ ccmultition. This is a

Meytimfor allofus, tutitieal.w atiretoprqere OJrsalveeto take

admntage of the trenen30usqpxtum “tieecpming upinti decadefor

childrend Wznen.

Nmenare uiIcEF’s semn51naIdate. Anyplans weln?LkanuJ+m~

governmentsto inplementtheirccmmitmnts in the conventionon the Rightsof

the Mld aml the World SummitDeclarationard Plan of Actionnut c1=lY

X-efUx!tourwncoilmlitinentti girlsamlw.mm. The Declarationaml Plan of

Actionhaveplaced aspcdalfccus onqualqfmrtum “tiee for the develqment

of girle arxithe role of wmen.

!ch. iemeetingis~ofapnxeee ofin+muse consultationsat different

leveleto fM ways to amlerate the inpl~tion of UNICEF’Smamlateon

wmen ami identifynew qxrtunitiee in the 1990s.

As I?e@cnalDirdmrs, Representatives, Dirdmrs of Divisionsard

Ch.iefe of =ions, you all lcrm our adi~ So farin
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Statueand well-beingof ~ in differentregionsand countries. Rx

==@e: ‘=Iw=b wonm with informationaxl knowledgetn - theirrole

as heelthcaragi~ for theirfamiliesard cxmmnities; literacy.3rd

~=’==tion; -C* wJlnen~s workloadtluuughEgprcpriate@&lnolcgy

ani water supply;trainhg ~in~~ ; m-

area-based~= thatprovidehealth,nutrition,eiuc.ation,creditard

otherfacilitiesfor poor women. - advocacyhas hel@ b sensitize

officialsin severalcrmlries to adeptlaws in favourof women ard to

~te - kmwi~s dinensionin nationaldevelw plane.

~ a new initiative,W= advccacyfor the gtil Mld ti the

Executive~’s & orsemnt in Aprilthisy= of this priori~ fa have

mntriWted to puttingthe girl &ild on the glcbalage. As ycu will

recall,the SummitEedaration ard Plan of Actionhave urgeithat “efforksfor

the~of waumrs statusd theirrule in develqmmt mst kegin

with the girl child!!.They have a3.aOcalledupm governmnta ani their

developmentprtnars, likeUNICEF,to WEalrethatgirlshave equal

qportmities to benefitfrcioprqmmas of health,nutrition,educationarxl

to theirfull potmtid.

cm achievemntacouldhave &m

much batterthantheyarexw. At present,abmt 30 w cent of UNICEF

~+==y ~ ~ve ~~ * w==’s di==im ~ ~~

signifiatly to the neaisof wcmm alongthe linesof the 1987 stratqy.

Another30 per cent are givinga partialresponse,tile the remhing 40 per

cent are focuseirq on wonw’s .spcificprojects,whichare oftenquite

qtil ad ineffective.
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‘lhecbllerq ekeforeu sietoensurethat,in the ehor&et possibletixe

-an51will ~ not later= 3.995-a3.lcurwowamee fully

~te the ~’s di==im ~ a&reeethe iseueof genderdbparity

~on.

~theamtext oftiedevelcgmentgoalefor childrenintha1990s, the

Jmtim Declarationand the WorldSunnnitDeclarationand Plan of Action,we

wouldhave to identifycertainprioritiesfor urgentactionto make our

eupporttogirlsard wmm mre visibleW sustainable.Iteeem to me cur

prioritiesmust include:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Edumtion of girlsal-d~;

The girlchildrsstatusard develcpnent;

Wcmen’shealth,includingmaternalmrtali~ reduction,safe

mtherhccd * the inpactof AIDS;

warm’s ewrmlic qportum“ties;

Wman’s participationd decie.ion+mkiqat conmnmity,lccalcud

nationallevels;ard

Wicipation of mn in the prcmtion of the well+eing @

development of childrenm WalH1.

Cur advwacy, eccialmobilizationard informationactivitiesehculdh

g-cd to supportsuchpriorities.
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Wemstconaidar theccmitmmta thatwouldhamcessaq to achievethe

full implementationof our policieson girlsard wmm. ‘lkee@d primarily

keccmitumt5 inhuaan and financialreemrc=. Cur kuigebry au-tion to

wanm-relatedactivitieswill have to imreasa toneettil .enewgcal.a.and

challmgae of the 1990e. Sincewe laxx that im4mmte inthedwelqxmltof

girlsad ~, aepeciallYin education,can havehuge mltipli= effacb on

(%ildsurvival,~ “onand Davalopnantard on the qualityof life of

hurdrds of tkmaxde of familiaeaxriccmunities in the muntriae of tNICEF

~tion, we Inuetlnakathaeecmullibmlte.

me lkmtive Ecardrqueetd a plan of actim in 1988 for the

implementationof the UNICEFp31icyaxl etrategyon women. The Plan should

@de UNICEFwith a frammrk to put cm objectivesMm ccmxete action

~e our achiwemsnte in assistbg countriesto improvethe stati aril

dwelqmant of gtilsard ~.

An cutlinefor the draftplan for the ~icd 1991to 2000will be

dismssd duringthismeeting. I welcam this initiative.I look fcrward

the finaldcxamentWt will reeultfrm clc6econeultationein @ caning

xwnthe in all officescad se2tionszuxlbetweenthe fieldani hea@umtere.

al-d

to

Ithankycu all forczm@arrl goal luck.


