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In his annual Report on the Workof the Oqan.ization, United Nations

Sam&ery~ JavierParezde CUSHar notedin ~ 1990that:

Wlhep3ri05we have enteredis Janus-faced.It wears koththa
aepctof hcpeand thecmntem=of dmgemue unrestmint. In one
major eegmmt of worldaffairs,w havewitnessedpliti~ we of
a @=czI=+ ~~. Inlaqeprtso ftheglobe,however, the

Cmtlmee bbeoneofsimmrirq ~, violent
collisionsani, at keat,a pracaricuspaace. ‘Ihequestionwhether
the mm beneficialdevelopmentsof 1989-1990will have a h-lthy
impacton * totalityof the vmrldsituationia still~.”

Eventhat questionhaa, inzcaneWays, kegun tobe ~—httha

answsr, too,isJanus-faced.Gn one hard,the ~ tionalWnRmmityismre”

unitedthan it has keen sinceWorldWar II, ami the n’achineryof collective

~ityisengaged inmforcirq thesbnhrds of the UnitedNationscharter.

Onmoi%?r ha@the worldis tornby war... demxratizationard qennees

areinperil in the SovietUnion ... aminuxh of the ThirdWorld istitened

with marginalizationae the FirstWorldturnsits attention— W its

imesbm&-toitse3t.

Whmtlle thslmofthisiesueof ~ . u~lm in a new world

order”— nfmntation in the Gulf was onlyWascho$sen,the dynamicof co
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. a-.mtitilize, ~bl-=tiyet~titim ~of

Vilnius. For a brief,excitingnumnt, we glim&seda wcrldwhich seemd to be

~d~tim~it...ti~~ ansouragingnew mllaboxatiom on

Ccmumripmblem ... arxiwhichoffereden enticingpromiseof substmtial

~ newlyreleasedfrm tbe preocmptions of war for attmtion to the

Omlpatim of peaceaxl developnmt.

Is that pseibility m dashei? Has tbe war in the Gulf,with its $40-50

billionpric+tag, givennew lifeto amaumtk@@teax Kldrahed life frcnn

-t ~ “P=== d’ivi-”?

lhe Presidentof the UnitedStatesspsaksforltrightlyakouta New World

Thetbeu#20f thisisSue of BEeMimxxJh

● =*

~-titmayke

.

Thereality ismteocle.3r. The futureisnot yet here. Ard the new

world ordexmeeekmstyetke craftedpiecebypisce. Itisnotkeyomlcur

reach,kutnei~ willit dawnkytbe shpletuming of theearthrmitsaxie.

Cmfting a=mlerkeginew ithsin!ple visione..Weeeeka world which

placesthetividua lhumntehq atthecenter ofeocietyaniat the center

of W ~ibiliti= of **. Weseeka werldin whicheach human keing

ieaaeurel bieorheresemtid needsfor nutrition,healthand shelter;a
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●’ world inwhich kesiceducationand cmmnity servicesemble each ~ to

fti a productiveplace in society;a world in whichthe role of the E%te is

to fcsteran d~,aninotto abridgeornaglact, tharightsti dignity

of each parson.

Wsseakawvrld inwhiclthehuuen ccmmumityhas fcxnxia sutaimble

belanceofitsneds with the carryirqcapacityof thesarth. An3weaeeka

world in whiti nationshave fourda differmt way of inter-relatingthan

~ a=== ~, ---*, _ their*ii= b the *, m

starvingcivilians,the greatmajorityof wbcn are childrenaml theirmtbars.

L!espitethesetba&s ofrscentmmtbs, thewiniav ofhiebry remains

o :Q:- -~ ‘ “ ‘-1 ‘- ‘f “ “=:
~ characterof worldaffairs. ma ‘

demcmtization of easternIMrcpe— ami of many otheranmtries worldwide—

is gensrallyimsveraible. Concernfor the ‘emuummthaa-iencedam

birth,wbichaeam tokefarnnre dseplyrootd inkotbtheeve?@ay

consciousnessof people* the plitics of gwarmmta and politiciansthan—

intbeearlier daysoftha~ mveuent. The conceptof COliers ivs

securityti internstioml res‘=t==a to =xm=ai~ has - -ti-lY

restord tothsdcmlainofthe~ tiona.1Cmmlniw, anithecallfwar,as

bagic as it is, my stanieffectivelyas a dstammt to futoredesignsof one

neighkuragainstamther.

IIIW fieldof humandevelopment,*, sufficisntpmgreaa basbeennlade

o
to ~te a nsw pxadigm for society’s~,ccmecllalrl

detemimtion to @rove the huuanconiition.
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~~ of democracyaxxlrespectfor humanrightsis an essential

@nmictithiemw_gm. Withthe M.ivid=l hur=nkeirq esbbli=hed aa

the c43zal politicalobjectof society,it ia difficultfor anyoneto *

that fmeiolllalxlthefrmchisa are of littlemaan@to apermn who cannot

reador~the worldatuuthim,who was stuntedilldlildhcodfrom

inadquab nutrition,or who must spendall of her tine Wll=king firewocd

* haulingWaw. Or, indeed,Cii* in infancyfrcanreadily~le

, longkefore theright tomte had any relevan=e.

~, ~ in New YorJcin 1989:

‘Tyranny stifles fredom, yes. Butaodceeinmy?r.

‘Tyrannydmlcescreativity,YES. 6ut so does illiteracy.

‘~ ~- ~ “ty, yea. Butnotas mldl as infant
nurtality.

ml’iti~ ~ of - ~vi~ eneuresthatdemaniforhmuan

develqment is expreed bythose towhm the politicalprocess-ad

political1~ — mat raspmi. *iation of the imperativeof ensuriq

ths basicheelth,~anicapacity of the humankxainghasgahal
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● w&r&ami onlythe gmssestof GroaaNationalPrcducttitistics, Z@ saw

even thatprimarilyin U_x3light of the balanceof pmer betweengao-plitical

forcee.

Butthe dynamicof demcracy anilike&ieais h&one factortithe

~ elevationof humandevelqmnt. Mlish.ing the olxiousneeaof the

naedtoprotectard nurturethe humanbeingia of littlepracticalmaning to

thc5ewho make gcmmmental cbzisicmz on policies,pqrames ti Ludgets,

unlessthe relativempacity to prutectml nurture— with a vividreturnon

~~ — is decisively&umztxaM. Fortunately,durincj

thep.etdwadeith esbeen~ible, inmny~,to~ta that

capacityml return. Prmimnt amrq euchdammtretiona has * m effort

●
in whi& UNICEFad many otheragemiaz, institutionsard organizationshave

been el-gagd: child-Val a.nidevalopnlant.

Overthe paztdecade, umc!mhae expmmid uponthe newlyad.ieved

capacitytiinwstinchildrmat lowc=st kutwith high return. Th.ie

capacityis drawn&m the *iii@ to uaa msa cmmmicationa * zccial

rmbilizetiontn informcurlmtivate parentzend cmmnities b use lCW-CC6’C

technologies& @&nQuee — likaoralrehydretion,inmnmization,returnto

kmaztfeedi.ng,vitaninA ard otharnutritionalsqplerents, etc. — to protect

Ule-val allihealthofcilildxen.lhereturnonthet” mvdawnthaa also

kecom clearer,with a@mrities likethe NarldBank affhning that imekirq

in&Lildren— and, especially,gtils—Cenkeanmqt hemstiqodant

eccumlicimesmmk acouMrycm make.
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● The child auxvivalad devalqment revolutionthue fits the criteriaI

havealreadymntid: itiadreztad atpmte&mg ami the

humankeirq;~i.sacepaci~ tomkeadiffarence; anithe~

p=d==a~ “alreturn. But thesefactorsalonaare mt sufficient.

‘he dynamicwhichhas tranzfti ‘%.urthyPrqosition!!into “*lemmted

~ub-m SynaLqialubetwaan@lie ami leaders...batween

pO@.ar will ad politicalcmuuitmnt.

In developing m induatr ializedcountriesalike,a grardallianceof

NGGS,media,plimmtar iana,=igicu.s inetitutionz,professional

a.s.saciationsrleadisqparamalitieaard othershaa cam togetherwith

gmemmnt tocraateanidaliver thezervicea~ to protact

●
dlildren...enployingthairmulti-dimanaionalorganizationalreammea for

educatingard mtiva~ familiead aznmunitiae,“~1 Zupport,

P=Pl~ , elx.

Inmanycasea, azinnmtgreat Immene3, theinitiatiws haaannefrcml

m= ~, Whidl hae CcnIpelled gmmlmlt toaxperate.‘Ihishasbaen

vividly illustra~ by tha NGi)zwho pressedfor an InternationalMarketing

Cede for InfentFo.Kl@a,cuxibythe mnyadvccates who lobbiedforadacadein

thedmftirq of themnvmtl “onon the Rightsof tha Child.

Eutpar@6a uniquecharacteristic of thechild aurvivalmvemnt is

that, inmny countries(mreeoin thedavalopingmrldthmintha N~),

the initiativehaa - frailnationalleaderswho have recognizedthe

@
develqanental* politicalimperativead havembiliz~ the msomxes of

their~ arrlhave eowghtpblic ~ aml collaboration.
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0 Warkingtogetkr, leadersami internationalagenciesaml Nma ti nedia

zexlotlu2rehaveaccmpliahedmra prqraaa for the Sumival, prc@Ction am

davelqmmt of childrm durinqthe aecon3half of the 1980sthan in any

~~ble ~icxi of history. wc&irqtqathar,vle yhavebrd Can the bxkkone

of ~le fi~-~11* di=== . ‘IheySetcutto raiaethe levelof

Chil.dhocdinuuonizationfrmlesethan10 percmtat the beginningof the

decedeti atlaaat80percentty thacml- thrcughthe greatest

internationalcollaborativeaffurtevermarshaled for any peacetimepurpose

— savirqthe livssof nure than 3 millionchildrenannually.

l%opleaml leadareaatoutto~~ parantehmtoprevmt childrenfrcn

*- f.rm dehydration,ani theyhaVS Suaeded in raisingthe kncwladgeahle

●
Useofmttdmique frcaubarelyl~cxmtof~ inneExlin1980to

naarly40per centtcday. Theyhava helpedm7eEe tremlaaway @m

ixeastfaedilq— the superiorinfantnutrition— amng eiucatedkut

previouslyill-advisdmthere, ardhava thusaet the stagefor ===*

titremie anmqallmthars..

Asaresul to fthese’mtemmtione, imre than 10,000childrendid nut die

~y...~ 10,000havenatdiedtoday . . . and 10,000nura will mt die

tmDn7x4.

-w- successof zocialmobilizationin advancingchildren’s

health,~ 160 qmemumk ad 145rmjorNG9s aml othereducation

authcuitiaamttqethar in Jointien,Thail.aml,inmoflastyearr ton?apa

● p.zicticalplan for replicatingthose&5xf@aa to achievebasiceducationfar

all.
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x~,~letil=de= iwecreatedanmentmu of actionfor

childrenwhich shallnot -ily ke reverad orevend*,aM whichsets a

patterna~licable to uany otheresaemtM challengesfor ~ial prqress.

The ultimata manifestationof thissynergism— and, perhaps,one of the

uc5tprcmisiq affinrationsthatanwmrld onierisyetpoasible —cameon

29-308e@mber 1990 in Nsw York. It was a mmnt which ‘IhaNationmagazine

describedes’’amngthslmt~ gathsrhgs ever calledby the nations

of the mrldl!.

me Wrld suum!it for childrenwas the firsttrulyglobalSumit, in which

the leadersof all nationswere inviti to participate.71 Heads of SGka or

●
Gmemmntdida=— by farthelaqestsucllgathsringin history. Al-d

amther 88 anmtrias were ~at~ ia.lorotherhi@lew?l.. Not

sinceths1981meatiq in Cumm hadleadersfrmlkrthtisouth sat

together. Neverbeforshad l~frm Weat~ EastallmQxithepoor of the

worldto sit with them at a sirqlstable.

cynics,of (xUrsa, will say thatthisfirstWarldSumit was pcssible

kecausetheksuew assoineignificant, kutausefuloppxtum “tyfor a

politicalshin. ‘Ihaywill aay thatmkcdy can be againsttildren, ad that

itieaneasy eubjectfor ~1- P1.ati- ~ ‘=Q@Y~.

Itwculd behamito have~presmt forthose24houmof~

histmyami saythat itwaeaxnaaniqlesa show. Fewwhoheaui t.hcse71
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● leaders epeak — eschlimitedtojust3,40r 5 ‘mmutee (in itselfan hislmric

==@~ !) —cxmldd mbtthatnnstwerel eernbgtheir subjectardhed

axmeto~thefuniamn~ inzemrityofnstionzroobxl in

Ur&mcuriehed, ~ , uneducated,Umtin@a M, nqlti children. No

one who participate in the preparatorypmcezz Oftwelve nnnthsofhald

negotiation,educaticm,przuaeion arrl@icydevelqment —.axiha deem

Gwmmnts zetin their ways yield

aIlihCw— cad.dqueetionthe depth

d theirpolicyestablizhmnts.

to new a-iatione of what works d why

of eericueemgagmant withinqmmmmts

M no one who haz ~ the Ce21srationti Plan of Actionsignedby leaw2.rz

of 256 countries— ths leIgezthigh-levelC5mlihent ever prcmllgaw —

●
wuldfeil tosesthe riskwhich thceeleaderehaveum&tAen: mey have set

zpecific,maeurable goals;they havedefinssla timafram of a singledeaide,

with perf~ rarkerzatthaone, fiveexlbm-year pinte;~havea eked

internationalorganization,NGOesmi otherstn work with them to atieve

thoeegoale; ti,nmteelf-threateniq, 121eyhmeaskedusl xllmnitor,aeeeae

alxireportonm pmgress...thueinvitirgthe world ani their@lies to

hold them accomtable annuallyfor keepingtheirprmizes.

h WorldSum&t also servedaz acceleratorfor a mjor humanriqhte

Comention — the fM globalcodificationof the rightiof everychild,ard

of the legalobligationsof societyard adultzto prutactthoserights. The

cmvantion onlileRightiof the alil.dantaredintoforceon 2 Se@en&r 1990

— lessthan eightmnthe afterbeingcpenedfor signature@ ratificationby

● States,ami havingkeenratifi~, by the tine of ~ W9rld summit,by 50
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● states.No other humanrightscomenia‘onhae everbeforeachievedso repidly

the requisite20 ratificationsto enterintoforce. At this writing,73

gmmmmts have acceptedW Conventionas * law of their landerarrl

another60havesigned theirintentto ratify.

W rightsof the d.ildare eurelythe met keeicof all humn rights,for

theix&eemmce istheult.bate perquisite for the mjoymnt of virtually

all otheradulthumanrighte.

‘IheConventiononthe Righteof thetilde taxrisnetonly as alegal

obligation,guidingti lawsof StatesPartiesard keimgenforcedby their

cmrtsamll qaleyetems,kutit isthemanifesto ofar= ethic for children,

o

sharedby nations~ ~ =ld. “~cs” – ~ uxKi~ of

whatweagree ierightarxicnqht toke-aretheeseentM “ 1 fauxiationfor any

warld order. Arrlifthe wurldie prqaredtomke Suchprmieestoiks

children— to assuretildren, as the Sumit’s Plan of Actioncmnuite,a

Itf* ~lss ~ ~ toEetw~ * (“inbad +&lee as well

ae ingocdtimes’~)... thenhae theworld nottakenthefiret eteptcward

establisdiitqthe well-~ of all people— of grcwn-upchildrenas well as

Childrm — as ths centralobjectiveof develqxmt in a new mrld order?

Isuq&tth attktfirststephae kemtaken ...thatthe world summit—

for Childrenwas mt mmsly a god politicalshow,a one-tim+om—shot

epdzacle of platiti ard empty~, lxltwasthecmnirqtcge~of
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● aeveralforcea~tcanke, are &img,smlw illkecarri@formrd into anew

orderfortha world...an orderWhidlbeginswith humanity~snvst essential,

mst vulnsmble, ZUXIm5t prmiaing citizms, our tildrsm.

Those convergiIKJ forcesincludeliberationfrcznthe old orderof mst+est

Cmfrmtation aruiwar preparations... the globalflcwerixqof demxracy aKl

resumptionof~smr&tmard the centralityof thehumanpzz%mn ...

nsw~ of cur capscityto enmrs all paoplea ** of ~

maouces forth&r hasicmeds ...andan infectiousccmnmnWrF=a-

leackxsand pecple (withpaopleoftenin ths la, mlciq leadsrea~iate

thepolitiml xtive) togat atcutthe hsinessoflmkirqthis adecent

world for all of us.

First~aredifficultaxl msteady, aniitis sesyto stumbleMom

theza20nlorw. We have seenthatvividlyin the USSR’s~ti ad

incur ~ @= f~ a -t * S=lY wcs divti. If ths world~s

ccituaitmenttoch.il~is,imiesd, thsfirst steptc%nwxlanew world

cmn.itmnt tothehmanfutme, Itrustthat eachanievsq readerof

Bm~h will ~iats his or hsr sssmtid role inkeeping thepxnuise

tochildren byxit apartof eachoftheir persoml anl organizational

~.

A World Sununitfor Ml&en was pcesiblebecauseworldlsadarsfelt

confidentthey muld accmplieh sa@Mq ~;ww==mmb of

thepast dacads,andthey hadsxprimced theircwninvolvsmsntinuakiq
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●’ that WOWSS5 possible. Yes, childrencan b perceivedas an “easy”ieme.

freqht with cnnplicetionecnxlcmpethq ~ than C@be.1Wernliq

acidrain,than debt repaymentsor debt rslief— that a significant

amunitmnt wee possible. Soifwencw failtokeep whatappeets toke

~, Whatdlanc ehavewet ormveforwardtmardthe harderones?

Keepingthatpmlieerequir= the X allianceof all sectorsof

— leadersand citizens,govammt d pMic —tclwhich thesumnlit

ard

ane=y

scciety

Declarationappeals. surelysllwhoseek anaw world order -ano?sisrof

primacyforthehuman baing-mst beinthsf mefront of the dailySffortto

kaep that- to dlildren.

wsinuNIcEFworke3

Declarationad Plan of

for the WorldSumit for children— for the

Actionwhichit adopt=d,@ for the Gmvention on the

Rights of tha Childwhi~ it Sdvmced -notsimply becauseof the direct

inpactwhichthaymight haveon children,ssworthyapurpcse as thatwould

be. Wewurked forthefti WorldSununitbecaueewekelievad itcculd be the

firstmllective step tcwarda new ethicfor humanity... and a “Trojan~tI

foransw cmiertothewarld. Ttlatfkst stepmstnowbastsadisd ard

secured.
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● succesehthiSeffort — ‘i-ti*-Of~ -twill

meanthet bytheeni ofuliedec!ade(alumgmanyomer”~) :

. . .

. . .

. . .

. . .

erd, as

.ecm 50 million*M liveswillhave keen savedover presenttrexie;

the hidence of childmd.nutritionwill have keen halved;

illiteraq for gixlsani wmen willhave keenmm than halved;

polio@ guineamm will havekeeneradi=ted frm the face of the
m;

w&vel~tim- Succeeefulnewly~ ializedccuntriee

in the Pacific,econmic pmgrese willhave teenconsiderablyaccelerated,atxi

Wi@.atim grmth will have been significantlyslcwcl.

what atmmmims~ ~intheseefforke would be for

●
teckliq the mm difficultchalh.mgesof the envirommt , the debt crisis,

—
intonational trade,

The worldshmld

alrorg others!

feelconfidentaml satisfiedwith the firststep it has

tieveras itis~lry all ofustotxak.ethesecnrxlaml third.

Thisarticlei sadaptedfrcxuan address kTyJzalESP.Granttoule 1991

InternationalDevelopmentCcmfermce in washiK@l , D.C., on 24 January1991.


