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|

. MAC NEIL/LEHRER NEWSHOUR SHOW #4528 FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1992 ‘

MR. MAC NEIL; Good evening, Pm Robert MacNeil in New York. After our summary of the news
this Christmaz Day, we have a Newgmaker Interview with the top U.S. diplomat jn Somalia,; Amb.
Robert Oakley. Next, the latest entry In Charlayne Hunter- Gault’s Somalia Diary, then a discussion

on problems facing the world’s children, and finally essaylst Roger Rosenblatt on spreading hI lidny
Chéef.

v

NEWS SUMMARY

MR. MAC NEIL: Operatlon Restore Hope forces today took control of the Somall town of Qddur.
1t is the gixth of eight target areas to be secured by the U.S.-led coaiition. French Foreign Legion
troops and U.S. Marines moved into Oddur just after dawn. There was no opposition from the
gunmen who'd often stolen shipments of food ald to the town, Soldlers cleared large numbprs of
land mines on thelr way in, And a Marine spokesman In the capltal tofd reporters more such

work
would have to be done before rellef shipments could be stepped up.

COLONEL FRED PECK, Marine Spokesman: There are reports that a lot of mines in thé area
around the approaches to the Oddur airfield, particularly the small plastic mines, foot poppers.

Oddur was not the scene of any large scale fighting, but it hag been fortified, I guess, by the side
that was occupying it.
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MR. MAC NEIL: A group of U.S. and British journalists in Bardera were attacked today
angry mob of Somalis. It happened just one day after U.S, Marines arrived In the town. The S
threw rocks and sticks at the journalists apparently because their guards were from a rival
They were rescued by a group of Marines but not before a BRC reporter's car was stolen at
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point. We'll have an interview with the U.S. special envoy to Somalla and more of Charlayne
Hunter-Gault's Somalia Diary right after the News Summary. Lebanon today appealed to the United

. States to intervene on behalf of the Palestinians deported from Israel. A group of more than 400 {
suspected Islamic militants has been stranded between Lebanese and Israeli-controlled territory for
more than a week. Lebanon has blocked shipments of humanitarian ald to them. Today Ierae] did
the same as another wave of violence erupted In the occupled territories. The bloodshed Ih the
Mideast was also the subject of Pope John Paul II's annual Christmas message. We have two reports

narrated by David Simmons of Worldwide Television News, beginning with lsrael.
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bock rellef supplies to

ODED BEN-AMI, Isracli Defense Ministry Spokesman: It Is very easy to bring the convoy ffrom é
Lebanoao directly from Beirut to the place where members of the Hamas and Islamic Jihad are] The
government of Israel does not see any good reason .to respond positively to the request of the
International Red Cross Committee {0 bring this convoy through the security zone,

o,

MR. SIMMONS: Meanwhile, the deportees were bracing themselves for the beginnlng of a second
week stranded In subzero temperatures in the hills of South Lebanon. Their makeshift camp had
been covered with snow overnight, and they shivered with cold as they made the best use of such
fuel as they had left. However much of a propaganda coup it may be, there’s no sign of thelr otdea)
coming to an end. Thelr plight sparked more angry reaction in the occupled territories. In Gaza §

City, hundreds of Palestinians took fo the streets in the latest of a series of almost dally protests

against the Israell occupying forces, Ten people, including a young girl, have already been Kiiled

and elghty injured In clashes over the past week, A hall of stones was enough to make the ;

Palestinians’ point, but not sufficlent to deter Israell troops from making several arresis. In a

gesture of deflance, armed supporters of the Muslim fundamentalist Hamas movement drove through

a cheering crowd. From the balcony of St, Peter’s Basilica, Pope John Paul delivered his traditlonal

rddress. It was a plea for peace at Christmas, Thousands of people stood In the rain to head the ?
. Popé condemning world leaders for allowing thelr citlzens to live In a world of conflict|and

1
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suffering. He had harsh words for what he called the climate of hating Israel, where the peace
process has once again given way to violence. And the pontiff spoke of the inhuman viol nce in
Bosnla, a Iand torn apart by civil war. He appenled directly to political leaders to end violenge and
killing In the world, He stressed the Importance of love of fellow humans and the love of God a3
vital ingredients in dealing with probiems of government, and sald that violence does not lead to
peaceful solutions, The ¢rowd responded with warm applause as the Pope went on to say that
sometimes the earth seems really deaf and impenetrable to the presence of a God who came (o heal

the wounds opened in humanity's side. Millions of others watched the televised broadceast worldwide.
It was screened llve in 65 countries.

MR. MAC NEIL: That’s our summary of the news on this Christmas Day. Now It's on to a

Newsmaker Interview in Somalla, Chatrlayne Hunter-Gault’s Somalia Diary, the state of the \Torld’
children, and a Rosenblatt essay. ]

NEWSMAKER

MR. MAC NEIL: As we reported earlier, U.S.-led forces moved deeper Into Somalia today on their
mercy mission. American Marlnes and French Legionnaires cautionsly secured the outlylng fowns
Bardera and Oddar, two areas lald waste by famine and gang warfare. The vanguard of that getlon
was once agaln led by Amerlca [ top diplomat In the couutry, Rolwrt Oakley. Over the  pa t few
WEBH, I'IC I'lﬂl successwuy marsnaueu me CDDFB!’HIIDI] Dl lDCﬂl WHIIOI'US ll'l an GIIUI'I ic pave a

peaceful way for the relief operations. He spoke with Charlayne Hunter-Gault yesterday In
Mogadishu.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Mr, Ambassador, thank you for jolning us once again. You've been {n the
last two days bath In Bardera and Qddur. What is the situation there?

ROBERT OAKLEY, U.S. Envoy: I found Bardera depressing, It is In the middle of a zone where
there’s been the most fighting and the most hunger. And there's been an awful lot of lootipg up
there by various technicals and other groups over the past several weeks, and they found §t hard (o
belleve that peace was at hand and that with the arrival of the U.S. Marines today they're ‘golug
to be entering a totally different era, where they can start thinking about peaceful things rather
than worrylng about wars and famine, and so they were slower, I think, to realize that good things
are coming than some of the other places. Oddur, I think, will snap back very quickly,

MS. HUNTER-GCAULT: But how did that manifest itself to slower, to recognition?

AMEB. ROBERT OAKLEY: There were not too many community leaders who showed up and |Gen.
Warsaml and I had a considerable debate about which way the future was going to take. He'kept

saying there was golng to ~- thare was ghlng to be a lot more war. I sald, no, there Ign't, You have

to start thinking as a man of peace, and I'm not sure he relishes that. I suspect 3t'll take two or
three weeks before people realize that there isn't golng to be any more war and that they can ¢come

eut of their hiding and begin to participate In activities, begin to play a role in community affalrs
and in their own lives.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: What abnut the fighting there and how has that left the condition of the
people?

AMB. ROBERT OAKLEY: Well, the condition was all right, you know, but I'd say thelr psychic
condition I found more depressing than their physicai condition, at least in the city, but the city
is not the¢ most depressed area. Outside that there are big pockets of hunger and disease. l
MS. HUNTER~GAULT: How soon do you anticipate that food would be given to those people?

AMB, ROBERT OAKLEY: The Marines go in with at least as much food as they do ammunltion
these days. Now that they've understood that there's not going to be any serlous opposition anj the

2
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opposltion's understood they'd better not oppose the Marines, and there will be food flightsgoing

in, a lot of them, I think, starting today and continulng,

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Boutros Boutros-Ghall and Unlted Natlons people still seem to have a very
different idea of what the mission of the Joint forces is here n Somalia. He continues to inslit that
the U.S.-led forces disarm the entire population, What kind of communication Is golng on belween
the United States and the U.N.? Why do you have this very different view of things?

AMB. ROBERT DAKLEY: I think Boutros-Ghall wants us to create a condition where the follow-
up U.N, peacekeeping operation will have as few difficulties as possible, that we should elimlnate,

according to the report, all the mafor military forces and all the gangs, If you will, I think that he

has an exaggerated view of the threat that would be left behind, and I think he has an exaggérated
view of what one ¢an practically do in a short period of time. I think that as he sees what is
actually happening his judgment on which way things are going Is golng to change.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Some of the aid agencies have made the same criticism, or at{least
expressed the same concern that if the Joint forces don’t secure the entire population, the bad guys
will Just be moved to the next neighborhood and the next nelghborhood, and then soon as the fiorces
move out, they’ll return and that in the end, i'll be more of a disaster than it was before they pame
in. How do you assuage that kind of concern If it’s assuagable?

AMB. ROBERT QAKLEY: I think it's assuagable, Charlayne, by the things that will happen. Once
again, you remember two weeks ago everyone wag very, very nervous, saying the United States was
going to be in the middle of a war, and how can they go In there, 1t's so dangerous. Now, we're only
saying in two weeks you haven't solved all the problems; you haven’t disarmed everybody. We've
taken at least 100 technicals. The U.N. has an estimate of 300 technicals in the country. Atjleast
100 technleals have been put In ¢old storage under the supervision of the United States; they're
never golng to be back out in actlon. And that's a big step, but that really is done here In
Mogadishu, and g little bit in Baldoa. As one moves into Kismayu and into Bardera and elsewhere,
the same practice will be applied, and more and more technicals will be put out of circulation
permanenily. And that will be a big part of the armament of the larger organized groups. Therp are
some that have moved up out of the area of responsibility of the U.S.~-led command up in Galkayo,
and we'll have to find a way to deal with that, but certainly the planning that we've done, and when
we sit down and talk to the Secretary General, I think he’ll appreciaie that there should be engugh
force In the peacekeeping phase to deal with any difficulties that may lie behind. Ii's certainly not
the objective of the United States to have a peacekeeping phase that’s not able to deal wit

the
problems.
MS. HUNTER~GAULT: So you don’t see any change in the mission as you have thus far stated it
and ara Imnlamaniinog it sarusrineg tha alaht vanlnne and lntilna li on at thnt Thot?o oI ko sl -
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AMB. ROBERT OAKLEY: Well, that may change. It depends. I notice that Secretary of ;tate
Eagleburger was In New York this week talking to the Secretary General, and there may be some
things that are golng to be worked out, but if you look at what Secretary of Defense Cheneyjand
Chatrman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Powell said in their press conference right before this whole
thlng began, they made it clear the United States is going to be here participating with other
countries and that, for example, we're gaing to leave the Marine unit off the coast and probally 1
wouldn’t be surprised the carrier unlt off the coast, as well as some units here on the ground,
therefore, there’ll be enough resources here to do the Job In the second phase Just as there are in

the first phase, because the job will be so much less by the tlme the second phase begins. AndiI'm
not sure that's fully understood in New York.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: How fast are other countrles sending in forces to become a part of the joint
task force? [
AMB. ROBERT OAKLEY: They're coming in rapldly. A ship full of a couple of thousand at lTasl
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Itallans {s supposed to be coming In tomorrow on Christmas Day, The French forces are alreddy up
In Oddur. The Belgians have been down at Kismayu, The Canadlans are comlug In al} the time,
They're golng to be up o the middle with the Marines, and & number of other countries have
promised several hundred or In some cases a thousand or more troops, so the problem !5 not top few;
the question Is where to put them,

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: How coacerned are you about reports that Muslim l'undamentalltts. ¢ not
happy with the presence of U.S. troops and, indeed, might begin attacking them?

AMB. ROBERT OAKLEY: I’'m not too worried about the situation here yet. Most of it is political

and rhetorical, rather than any serious rather military action, As long as it remains at thatilevel,
we don't think It is a serlous threat.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Let’s talk for a moment about the U.N, force that presumably wil| take
over once the U.S. forces feel that they have secured enough of the country to allow that. Bo
Ghall apparently has turned down a request that the U.N. start planning 8 new peacekeeping force
as America withdrawsg, He’s stll! not satisfied that the country is secure, and he has criticizdd the
U.S. for suggesting that only a lightly armed U.N, force be here, that, saylng that they need heavy,

heavier arms, and they need money for heavier arms to do this Job. How do you respond o all
that? .

AMB. ROBERT OAKLEY: Well, I Just finished reading his report, and it's very Interesting, bepause
what he now says in fine print about what one should do about collecting arms Is very close to the
policy that we have lald out, that Is, get as many of the heavy weapons as possible and see what you
can do to induce the local population to cooperate In giving up small arms but recognizing that one
Is not going to be able to get all of them, Now we have, I think, made it clear to him -- certaiuly,
I know the planning that Gen, Johnston has been engaged in recognizes there may be some of these
smell groups that will retain some heavy arms, that we can't find them all hidden around the
country, therefore, the U.N, troops are goling to have to have the ability to deal with them. They're
golng to require the same sort of heavy military presence we have here now, because we'll take care

of most of that threat, but we certainly are not going to be able to get all of it in Just a matter of
several weeks.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: But he says that he’s not sure that the member states will glve hi
money to arm the U.N. forces as he feels they should be armed.

AMB. ROBERT OAKLEY: Weil, I don’t know precisely at what level he feels they should be armed,
because he says he has not yet sat down and talked In detall to our milltary about an exchange of
views about what would be necessary, and he also sald his views were bas‘ed upon only 10 days of
what we'd been able to do In the field, and until we’re settled jn in Kismdyu and Bardera, as| well
as Baidoa, and have been able to do more of what is planned in the countryside in-between, iv's
golng to be hard to have a better assessment, and of course, this report was also written before
almost 2 hundred technicals were put in cold storage here, having moved them out of the city of
Mogadishu, But I think that there’s a considerable narrowing of the gap in the past week betjveen
the United States and the United Natlons, and I think 1t will continue to narrow as our forced and
those who are working with them show what they can do on the ground.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: How do you assess the progress towards some kind of political stabliity

here now that you've got the warlords qulet for the most part and the technicals off the street?|And
1 kuow you've been as busy as a bee.

AMB. ROBERT OAKLEY: Charlayne, we've been here two weeks, and varlous Intelligent
Journalists, a media person I talked to & while ago, sald they thought it might take three years
before one had a political consensus here, But things are moving along slowly. I think that's to be
expected. It’s golng to move at & different pace in different parts of the country too. I think it’s
certalnly going to take soveral months before the outlines of the polltical future is golng to boqome

4
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appare¢nt. That would be my best bet, l

AMB, ROBERT OAKLEY: Well, in some ways, the Somall people have responded more rapidiy, and
certainly the U.S. forces and those that are working with them have been able to move more rapldly
than they had anticipated into the Interior, And I think there’s more food getting out tomore
people than had been planned In the beginning, They're almost a month ahead of schedule in terms
of getting to Oddur and over the weekend Jalalaxi and Belet Huen. And moving things out| from
there is going to take -~ be the next phase. But they're starting that second phase and moving out
from the regional centers a month shead of the time they've planned. On the political front, It’s just
about as | had expected, but at least there's na fighting in most of the places. Certainly it's stopped
here in Mogadishu, and It’s stopping wherever you find U.S. troops. And that's better. There'% s Jot

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Is it turning out to be harder or easier than you thought? j

of political maneuvering golng on, but we're used to that in the United States and elsewhere {n the
world, and better to have the maneuvering against each other politically than shooting each other.

ME HIUNTER-CATIL

k. T Amthaccadnr 12 tha Amarlecan amhasaw hora tn etay naw?
AYERSe FAWAATY A &saw Y 2 B By nl“\lmn\l"l' ap WYy Fum W AWwANER W EERAF AWl W mwr o -’ RAW YY ¥

AMB. ROBERT OAKLEY:; You're welcome,
FOCUS - SOMALIA DIARY

MR. MAC NEIL: There were few signs of Christmas In Somalia today, but Charlayne found *many
people showing new evidence of peace as they compared thig December to last.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: It was a Christmas tree ke no other, put up by American troops neJr the
airport tarmac in Baidoa for a Christmas like no other In a Jand where Christmas never comes, The
vast majority of Somalls are Muslim, and while past foreign occupations have left some trades of
their presence here, until now there’s been no trace of Christmas, Thus, Christmas nai and
December 25, 1992, had very different meanings for the people who now find themselves so clpsely
if not Inextrlcably bound on this day. At the house we rented for our two-week stay in SomaHa, it
was 8 day like any other day, Opening up this well had been an ongoing project siace we arrlved
two weeks ago. Every morning, Mohammad All descended into its depth, far beyond where the gye

could see, to laboriously scoop out the sand at the bottom, with the expectation that at some point
fn the future he would strike water.

MOHAMMAD ALJ: (speaklng through iaterpreter) In the morning I wake up with the intention of
working for my children, and this is one of the few jobs I managed to get, to dig up sand so| that
at the end of the day my children will be able to get bread, and here are you fellows who are having
a nice time taking these pictures for whatever reason you might need it,

MS. HUNTER-GAULT; How Is this day different from a year ago the same day?

MOHAMMAD ALT: (speaking through Interpreter) December 25, 1991 was a very bad time. ‘There
was a lot of fighting, and we were not sure whether we'd be able to pet work and If we do, we would

hal'.vn ni sunvrantan dhadt wwhaw s anmcd $hat Aoy =era?ll Lo bl 6. cemabh haowea o oo 0 ol _... 5,_!4

T HY BUHGISULY LIIAL WUCE WU CIIU LHREL BAYy WE 11 UC ADIC W) TSELH BHUHC. Wi WUIR llll'ﬂ, WE GONn't
loot, and whatever we earn Is what we will use on our children, and at least we are guaranteedisafe
passage home, ‘

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Qur driver, Sald Abdille, is a 23-year-old former soldler who Joined the

e hak

opposition forces against Siad Barl, Like thousands of young Somaiis with no job and wo imp‘a for
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Jabs, Sald, who completed elghth grade, signed on to drive for journalists at any hour of the day
for rates of upwards of $200 a day.

SAID ABDILLE, Driver: (speaking through interpreter) Exactly one year ago the whaole of
Mogadishu was covered In blood. There was a lot of fighting. There was a lot of shooting. There
was a lot of fear generally all over the clty, and in the whole country at large. Today’s date I

completely different from last year's date, because we are experiencing some degree of security and

peace.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Dr. Shaffe Mohammed owns this and the other house where he lives, He
is one of the few professional Somalls who stayed behind when the clvil war broke out, however,
he sent his wife and thelr three children out of the country and has not seen them in two years.
During the fighting, looters took most of his medlcal Instruments. Today he sees few patjents,
spending most of his time repairing and overseeing repalrs on his house,

DR. SHAFFE MOHAMMED: (speaking through interpreter) In December ’91, it was the time of the
fiercest fighting in Mogadishu, and I had to move my famlly out of Mogadishu to Bardera and then
from there on, organize their movement on to Kenya, and as I have told you earlier, some of my
children were already In Canada. Some of my children have left the country even during peacgtime
because there was tension Increasing every day, and we thought maybe gooner or later this thing was
golng to ¢xplode, so under pressure from my wife, we decided to 1ake some of them out
earller. 1 was a bit reluctant to let them go because I thought maybe this thing would ¢ool down,
but when my wife pressurized me too much, I declded to let her go with the kids. I remalnedI with
two of them, hoplng that maybe things would change, and when fighting started, it was very
difflcuit for me to stay with them peacefully. We belleve and we hope that there will be peace this
year, and that we will be able to start a normal life again.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Prof. Amed Warfa is a botanist by training, now working in the poljtical
sectlon of the United Natlons In Somalia or UNOSOM. His job includes talking to all sides of the
vast Somall political divide.

l;lss.l};UPiTER-GAULT: For you, what is the difference between December 25, 1992, and December
» 19917

PROF. AMED WARFA, U,N, Somalia: In December 1991, we had very, very bitter fight between

the warring factlons, especially In Mogadishu, one faction led by Mr. Aldid and the other faction
led by All Mahdi. Last time I was very much engaged about the possibility of stopping fighting,
Taday I am campaigning for the possibility of gathering, so it’s very remarkable difference, you see,

because one s you had first to stop them fighting. Today you are campaigning for gathering. At -

least they are not fighting today.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Here at Mogadishu's Diktor Hospltal, severely crowded and under-staffed,
doctors from the International Medical Corps have joined with Somall doctors to try and Improve
the quality and quantity of care here. Dr. Len Olmstead and Dr. Abbas Hassan work as a team In
the hospltal's operating theater. We first met them as they were treating a gunshot victim.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: How is it different from this time last year?

DR. ABBAS HASSAN: People comlng and patlents coming here was mostly gunshot wound and
njuries, grenades, something like that. '

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: So it was all casualties from fighting?

DR. ABBAS HASSAN: From lighting, yes.
MS., HUNTER-GAULT: And this year? ‘
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DR. ABBAS HASSAN: And this year we get, especially this, we have casualty but we have less
gunshots,

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Less gunshots.
DR. ABBAS HASSAN: Less, less, because we have decreased more than 50 percent gunshoty,

DR. LENNY OLMSTED, International Medical Care: Last December 28th, I was In the South
Paclfic, in the Samoa Islands, and once again | was away from my family. I tried to call them, had
telephone contact. There was a hurricane at that time. There were a lot of casualtles from “::k' We

waun wut nff Wa had wa alantelaléer Wa had anw neahlamas ¢than tan lnet o diffaramt nlass and
WEIU LUL Ul TTF AU HY FiRLLUTIVILY. TYH EHOU DUL PIVVITIG IV H VU, JUDL & WILIFIGLE iRy L

different kind of problems,

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Willet Weeks Is director of the Horn of Africa program for Save The
Children, an American-based aid agency concentrating on agricultural development,

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: What does December 25, 1992 mean fo you?

WILLET WEEKS, Save The Children; It means the time when Somalis finally have some hople for
their future. A tremendous gift has arrlved for them, and it’s one that if it can be sustained juntll
December 28, 1993, Is going to be, 1 think, the biggest Christmas present Africa could ever{have
had.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: How does December 25, 1992 differ for you, or from your perspective, from
December 25, 19917

WILLET WEEKS: December 28, 1991, Ethiopta, which is a neighboring country where we also work
was under the domination of a communlist dictatorship. The city here in Mogadishu was belng
blasted to smithereens, People were starving all over the Horn of Africa. Now large parls of
Ethlopia and the rest of the Horn are pacifled. People are feeding themselves again and producing
thelr own food, and here in Somalla, at last, there is at least the hope that there's golng fo be
peace, even i we hear gunfire still in the background right now,

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: We first met Charles Petrle In an earlier Interview. He 15 the farmer

invest;ueut banker who Is the liaison between the United Nations and the non-goverament aid
agencles.

CHARLES PETRIE, U.N. Somalia: December 25th Is Christmas, so I mean on the professional|level
1t means a lot of work. T mean, we're in the middle of the deployment of the troops all over the

country, 80 as {ar as I am concerned, a number of us, where we have (o try and set up {hese
coordination unlts as quickly as possible, we have to be, we have to be as quick as the deployment
is. It’s important to follow or to be in sync with the deployment, because the deployment Is a uglque
opportunity. I've just come back from Kismayu where | spent five days. I arrived a few days before
the troops were deployed and the level of Insecurity was extremely high, Over the last ten days up
to & hundred and sixty peaple have been killed, I mean, a specific tribe that was targeted by the
dominating force in the area, The day the troops were deployed security came futo town, apd, I
mean, the three days after deployment, the atmosphere had changed completely. On the personal
Ievel, it means my family who are In France right now, my three children whom I won’t see.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: How does December 25, 1992 differ from December 25, 19917
CHARLES PETRIE: December 25, 1991 was also a sad, sad Christmas, because before coming here
I hagd spent two years In the Sudan with the U.N. emergency unit there. On the 22nd of December

1991, the government started a massive campalgn, destructlon campalgn of houses of displaced,
which ultimately led to the destruction of 750,000 peaple’s houses. Last year at this time I was
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number of people to analyze and to uvnderstand what were going to be -- what weré the
government's plans. So In a sense it's been -- I mean, these are two consecutive Decembars of
tragedy in Somalia, if you waot.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: And away from your family?

heavily involved in trying to assess the, the extent of the initial damage and to try and »}Ith a

CHARLES PETRIE: And away. At that time my family was there, but I saw them very little, Let's
put 1t this way. The personal cost -~ 1 mean, I cannot Justily staylag here If 1 am not working and
if things are not moving, so I will go out In the fleld tomorrow because my family's not hers, and
were [ to take the 25th of December off, I would rather take it off with my family, so if I am here,
1 have to work, and there I5 the work to be done.

. MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Here at this concerned feeding center in Mogadishu, there are speclal

bisculits today, but not because the day is special, It Is because the people have special needs. These
biscults are high proteia and easlly digestible, a necessary requirement because of the near empty
stomachs that have to recelve and digest them,

FATUMA JAMA, Pan African Feeding Center: (speaking through interproter) About this time last
year we had a lot of fighting going on In this town, and we pass through trouble, we pass through
war, we have pass through famine, but this year we sre happy that at least some changes are here.
We have no problems now. We are happy. We are safe.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: So December 25, 1992 Is a good day for you?

FATUMA JAMA: (speaking through Interpreter) It is a very important day for me, and it wjl] be
one of the days I will be able to remember.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: For most of the military personnel here In Somalia December 25, 199}1 wis
Christmas all right, but it passed llke every other day,

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: It doesn’t feel like Christmas?
MARINE: Not at all, not over here.

MARINE: Corned beefl hash. It was all right, something to eat at least.
MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Do you have any regrets?

MARINE: No.

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: Why?

MARINE; These people need it, and that's why I joined the Marine Corps for, to do what they tell
us to do, and I'll do i¢.

MS. HUNTER-CAULT: Well, how Is this Christmas different from this time last year?
OTHER MARINE: Oh, you're sctually glving something this year instead of kind of the same

Christmas deal, giving and taking, you know, and stuff {ike that, but now this year you're just ?Inin
glving; you’re not getting anything in return,

MS. HUNTER-GAULT: How do vou feel ahout that?
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OTHER MARINE: It's kind of nlce. At first, you know, when you're younger, you don’t think you'd
like lt.‘Seelng the kids and how they react. They see you come into the country and everythlng, it’s
kind of nice.

MS, HUNTER-GAULT: And so0 it was on December 25, 1992, in Somalia. People gave whatever
gifts they had.

(MARINE AND CHILDREN IN SOMALIA SINGING "JINGLE BELLS")
FOCUS - THE STATE OF CHILDREN

MR, MAC NEIL: We turn now to our Christmas Day look at the overwhelming problems facing the
people of Somalia to a look at some very significant problems facing children in the rest of the
world. Earlier this week, Judy Woodruff explored these issues.

MS. WOODRUFF: Last week, two reports on children were released detalling the daunting problems
plaguing children around the globe. The United Nation’s children’s fund, or UNICEF, released a
report that Jooked at why 13 million children die each year. Joining us In our New York studlo to
discuss the international picture Is James Grant, executive director of UNICEF, In its annual State
of America’s Children Report, the Children’s Defense Fund examined the major causes of poverty,
Mness, and death among American children, Here to tell us about the state of America’s. children
is Marian Wright Edelman, the president of the Children’s Defense Fund. Thank you both for being
with us. James Grant, I want to begin with you in the international picture. What conclusion|does
your report, did your report draw about the state of the world’s children &t this point in history?

MR. GRANT: The conclusion it drew was that great numbers of children are in trouble, Sone 13
million children die each year, 35,000 a day, but it, the hopeful note it struck was that 2/3 of
these deaths could be readily prevented, and the 13 million deaths were primarily consequenge of

a mix of gross poverty, gross under-development, no school, lack of health facilities, and benign
neglect by the power holders.

MS. WOODRUFF: What percentage of children are you talking about when you describe these gorts
of conditions? What -~

MR. GRANT: There would be & quarier of the children in the world that live in extremely dif
circumstances,. The great advance, of course, Is In the last 30 years we've moved from one-q
of the children in the world that did falrly well to three-quarters.

MS. WOODRUFF: But getting back to that grim number, 13 million apprpximately dylng every
what from?

MR. GRANT: Well, they die from -- what actually kills them Is maloutrition, but then maluout

.makes them much more susceptible of dying from diarrhea, about 3 million children die from the

dehydration of diarchea each year, 3 1/2 million children die from pneumonia, acute respiratory
Infections. Another 2 million children die because they haven't been fully vaccinated for megsles,
tetanus, DPT, another milllon dle because their mothers haven't effectively breast fed them.

MS. WOODRUFF: Well, let me turn to you, Marian Edelman, Your organization released its report,
as we Just sald, the Children's Defonse Fund. What did you find? What has changed about the state,
the status of America’s children In the last year or so?

MS. EDELMAN: What has changed s that their conditions are getting worse, Children are getting
poorer in the richest nation on earth. We now have 14.3 poor children. This is the largest nuinber
of children in poverty since 1968, and contrary to popular myth, most of these poor children are
not black, they are not on welfare, they live in working families, they live ia rural and suburban
areas, and America has got to reallze that child poverty now iz a natlonal problem. Chlldr{n In

|
i

9

N . . SIS -~ et remnn ..
i g o e A o i o e N P A I £ it A A . o =P s o N i gt gl P s P Py



STRICTLY BUSINESS TEL:1-913-649-3154 Jan 06,93 9:08 No.006 P.12

young families were particularly affected. They've lost Almost 30 percent of their income since 1973,
gud today In America, 40 percent of all the children headed by someone in thelr household under
0 is poor,

MS. WOODRUFF: That’s what you mean by young family?
MS. EDELMAN: Young family; the parent Is 30 or under.

MS, WOODRUFF: How Is this? How can this be in the country whea you Just heard Mr. Grant
describe the international situation, and even though there's Improvement there, there are so many

countries that have conditions far worse than what we experience in the Unlted States, how Iz It
that in the richest country in the world this can be?

MS. EDELMAN: That's the question that | ask every day, and the plain fact s that children! have
not been a priority for our natlon. Other Industelalized nations would not permit these and do not
permit these conditions to go. We're the only wealthy industrialized nation that allows children to
be the poorest Americans. At a time when Jim Grant and UNICEF have done a remarkable Job In
gotting the world’s children immunlzed In s0-called "developing natlons,” our children have faced
declining immunization rate. Less than 60 percent of our preschool children in most states are fully
immunized against preventable diseases. We have children in America dying from measled even
though we know every dollar we invest saves ten dollars on the other end. The problem has been one
of a decline. We've had economic recession, as you know, but we've also had an extraordinary set
of structural problems in this economy that we have not come to grips with. We've had a shift In
Jobs from manwfacturing to the service sector from America to abroad. Wages have de¢lined
precipltously among familles and young families, and combined with economlic recesslon and the
changes in our economy, loss of health insurance, the cutbacks in federal programs and health have
all added up to a crisis for millions of familles and kids.

MS. WOODRUFF: And yet, as bad as things are, when you hear Dr. Grant, or Mr. Grant talk pbout
malnutrition, people, children dying of, of starvation or the equivalent, pneumonia and so many
other diseases, lack of the immunization that they need, don’t most American children have it
relatively better than most children around the world?

MS. EDELMAN: A majority do, but we have a quarter of children, one In five of all Amdrican
children is poor, One of In four of our preschoolers -- and [ was struck when Jim gave his figares -
- that a quarter of American preschoolers are poor. Infants and toddlers are the poorest Amerlcans.
You know, and I think it’s a human tragedy to hear Jim Grant's and UNICEF's gspeakers aboyt the
numbers of children who die every year In this world from preventable diseases, but as I have sald
repeatedly over the last weeks, it is a human and moral travesty that we have millions of American
children In the richest nation on earth golng hungry, that 8 million lack health care, that we have
immunization rates that are betow those of third world countries, and because we have the capacity

to take care of our kids and don't. So we've got to wake up.

MS. WOODRUFF: Mr, Grant, how do you set a standard -~ and I'm not in any sense trylng to pit
the two of you against one another -~ but against what standard do you measure success in daring
for children around the world? Because some countries, such as the United States, are capable of
doing far more for thelr children than are 50 many other countries.

MR. GRANT: Well, the great contrast between the United States and the overall global scene is that
in the last seven or eight years globally we have a revolution underway for children, both in the
ethos toward them and what's actually happened to them, and In the United States In the past 10
years, In many ways we’ve sean a deterioratlon, and this Is the shocking fact, that if you compare
Mexico, where we released our state of the world’s children report, with the United States, in the
last 10 years with relative prosperity, the number of our children in the United States undér the
poverty line have almost doubled, Immunization rates have fallen, whereas in a city, in a place like
Mexico, they, their child death rates are now coming down at four or five timcs the rate in the
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. communlicators to Inform them, These two come together; new technology, new capacllTas to

United States. They're rapidly catching up with the United States. Their bieth rates are plumméting.
The Immunization levels In Mexlco are for the country as a whole 95 percent.

MS. WOODRUFF: So the standards change, 1s what you're saylng? Expectations are different.

MR. GRANT: They're changing, and the developing countries are -- in a sense they were 80 far
behind, confronted with thelr problem, thelr slluation, we are mow getting sort of a massive
breakthrough on thelr front. And Just this, we discovered Detrolt, discovered that Japan was fiading
ways to produce cars better than them, Caleulta today, Mexlco City today know how to immunize
children much more effectively than does the United States. And just as Detroit is learningback
from Japan, we need to begin to learn back from the developing world, '

MS. WOODRUFF: Marian Edelman, the standard is different for this country, 1s it not, thag it Is
for so many other people?

MS. EDELMAN: I would hope s0, but we are the leader of the free world, but we have got simply
to determine that we're golng to put children flrst and to tle the crucial Invesiment ia our children
with our work force needs. I was very pleased that President-elect Clinton invited me to Little Rock,
along with many other child advocates, because it says that recognizes --

MS. WOODRUFF: For the economic summit.

MS. EDELMAN: For the ¢conomic summit, because he recognizes that lavesting in people and
investing in children Is -~ this Is a cruclal strategy in any credible deflcit reduction, because we've
got to bepin {o talk ahout preventing problems, rather than walting until after our kids) have
problems, and I1t’s cruclal to economic development in Amerlca and to our future work force and to
an educaied citizenry. So I'm hopefui that the prioriiies are going to be reversed and the families
and kids are going to get far more attention.

MS. WOODRUFF: James Grant, when you talk about the world, you say at one polnt In} your
report, the world's people are In a position to even ameliorate or eradlcate so many of the problems
afflicting children. What Is the evidence that you have that we’re on the verge of some
breakthrough?

MR. GRANT: Well, two -- if you look at the 13 million children that dled last year, two-thirds of
those we now have simple low cost solutions to their problems. Two milllon of them would not have
died iT we had gotien vaccinations to them against measies, against tetanus. Another 3 miition died
who would not have died if thelr parents had only known how to do a very simple oral rehydeation

-therapy that can be done at home la the family. So one change that's coming Is that we know how

to approach it, and thanks to the communications revolution, we are able to reach everybody, inform
them and motivate them, so thls universal child immunization effort where 95 percent of the
children In the third world are now reached by the vaccinations, virtually every hamiet in the whole
wide world, 80 percent of the children by age one have had four or five encounters, In Nigerla, In
Nepal, Indonesla, the vaccinator has replaced the postman as the most unlversal service, and then
the great challenge of course has been how do you get the families to bring thelr children In before
age one, and here 15 where the radio, the school teacher, the village priest have become the great

communication, and leaders who’ve decided lp‘s very gaod polliics to do this.

MS. WOODRUFF: So medical and sclentific breakthroughs as well as, as you pointed ouf, the
potitical climate changing in something.

MR. GRANT: And in this sense, if I may say, the breakthrough In democracy is one of the greatest
things that could happen to children because we find that everywhere where there is demodracy,
children fare better than where there's not. And if you look inslde the United States, one reason
why Washington, D.C. has such tertible situations s that it's the least democratic, the|least
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-a growing recognition among many citizens now that we do have a crisis with our children.

participatory of any political entity in the United States.

MS. WOODRUFF: Marian Edelman, he talked -- James Grant talked about a breakthrough
potentlally on the International Ievel. Is any sort of breakthrough possible In the Unlted Statgs, or
are we at the stage where it's going to take a long time to get us to a better place?

MS. EDELMAN: I thiak we're on the verge of a breakthrough with the new administration/ with
the new members of Congress, more women and more minorlty groups who have, many come from
a children’s background. We have gotten a growing consciousness ln the religious community about
the separating of children, We have a growlng child advocacy movement in many states, and w h:\;e

t's
unrp-nrl to the middle clage, Theee are m-nhlpme that are white and black and rich and pooy, many
middle class familles are I'Iudlng their children out of college unable to find a house or to find &
Job, and so 1 think of the politics of children as rowing, and we now have I think an understanding
that we can either choose to invest up front, immunizing our children, glving onr mothers prenatal
care, or we're going to pay for It in more expenslve ways later, so0 I think we are on the verge of a

very major new ers of attantion to children and families.

MS. WOODRUFF: And the politics changed. Why? Because of a new President coming in? I
is there ome thing you could polnt to, or Is it accumulation of evidence that made people m
a different direction?

o8,
ve In
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MS. EDELMAN: T think i’s accumulation of evidence over a long period of time., I think s the
fact that the problem has reached crisls proportions all over the nation. I think there’s an awareness
now that a dotlar in Immunization -~ people are shocked when they see that American children
aren’t Immunized, that they see that we don't have health insurance for miilions of klds, hen
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hunger. We know what works. The technolugy is -- we know how to give mothers prenatalicare,
and so that our problem here in the United States now Is just declding to do it, Everybody says we
ought to take care of the kids. Now I think that we're calllng the question, the new members of

Congress in the freshman class I met wlth last week, they're wonderfui They want to make ch ldren
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programs work, the charge now 15 to get It done, and I think that our new President~-elect and the
kind of people he's appointed will help us do that.

s"""‘"’"‘v!'_""

MS. WOODRUFF- Do you thInk it’s realistic, James Grant, to be as optimistic op & global level as

T . ta i BNa_a__
Marian Edelman is here jo the United States? l

_!..__._“ﬂ..__

MR. GRANT: Absolutely. The -- In a very real sense, the 1776 revolution, global revolution for
children was 1990, when the convention and the rights to the child came into force, whic

countrles have now ratifled, of which the U.S. is the only major country which has nelther s gned
nor ratified. The world summit for children, the greatest gathering of heads of state In histo y for
children, and 1990 was the year that over 80 percent of children age one were fully immunizZed in
the third world, pulling them ahead of the United States at age five, demonstrating that words bould
be changed Into deeds. And we’re now In a situation where we know it can be done. The follgw up
to the world's summit for chlldren has been excellent around the world, even in the Unlted States.
There’s a -- the national program of the Unlted States is at the printers at this moment from
President Bush and that administration, and I would just say two things at this moment; onc is that
probably the greatest single global obscenity at this time Is the fact that 13 mililon children die,
two-thirds of whom could be readily preventable, You know, when you know how to relieve torment
and don't, then In & sense we join the tormentors. That is an obscenity. Second, I would say that
President Bush by his action responding to Boutras Boutros-Ghall at the U. N., the move Into
Somalia, was not only the greatest possible Christmas present in December of 1992 for the chlildren
of Somalia, which It was, but globally, This is the first time in world history that we've hadisuch
&n action on the right to food, It represents a tremendous step forward In ethos, There was no pther
Justification for golng into Somalia, We've never before done that before in history, t’n a
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tremendous gtep forward.

MS. WOODRUFF: Do you feel the same way about that decision?

MS. EDELMAN: Oh, I'm very relieved and proud that the world community responded. Now Ilhope
that America ¢an become the leader of the free world by showlag that the American dream can
become veal for all of its children and a domestic policy that puts children first will encourage our
country also belog a leader encouraging the rest of the world to put children first, so I -~ I'hope
that the new nineties will be about fulfilling our responsibilities and nurturing the pext generation
that are going to run our world ard run our nation, and so 1 am hoping that all Americans are going
to join with this new president and with this new Congress to live up to our ethos and see that pvery
child gets a chance to have a happy and productive future.

MS. WOODRUFF: Well, Marian Edelman and James Grant, we thank you both for belng with us, .

MS. EDELMAN: Thank you.
ESSAY - SEASON'S GREETINGS

MR. MAC NEIL: Finally tonight, essayist Roger Rosenblatt has some thoughts on extending hollday
cheer,

ROGER ROSENBLATT: People are divided into two classes, sald Max Beerbohm, guests and hosts.
Both classes work at full tilt in the Christmas and Chanukah season. In fact, these holldays may
be described as the season of guests and hosts, One night you're one; one night the other. One pight
you're offering hospitafity; one night you're on the receiving end; passive one night, active the
next, Belng a guest or a host 15 a little like the exchange of presents In this season; you glve and
you take. There are no rules for ¢ither position. One sort of plays a role by ear, and there ard very
few models worth emulating of one role or another. Most guests In literature stay too long angd say
the wrong things. The worst guest In cultural history Is the man who came to dinner who nearly
obliterated the home he was invited to. The competition for worst host is more heated, The Borglas
were preity good hosts untll they offered a drink. Count Dracula was an elegant host untll he|took
one. In modern times, the most memorable host Is probably Norman Bates of Alfred Hitchepck's
"Psycho.” So gracious a host was Norman and his mother that most guests at the Bates’ motel
checked ont, yet stayed forever, The Interesting thing about more normal guests and hosts Is that
one cannot gsucceed without the other. Good hosts make good guests and vice versa. Johnny Carson
was & successful host on television because he always made his guests look good, and |they
appreciated his hospitallty. Alistalr Cooke of Masterpiece Theater was a different kind of TV host.
His guests were the audience, yet, he made them feel like true guests in his home, and|they
responded with gratitude. A good host, like Charlie Rose of WNET in New York, lets his gpests
exist In their own light, bright or dull. A poorer host, like Dick Cavett, competes with hls gyests.
The audience grows edgy. Generally, the relationship requires generosity at both ends, The host is
generous, sharlng his bounty, The guest is generous, encouraging him to do it. What all this amgunts
to In this season of festivities is the creation of millions of little social sltuations, dinner pagties,
cocktail parties, small dinners at someone’s home In which people welcome or are welcomed by ¢ther
people. One ought not to be startled by the appearance of these sudden clvil communltlies, Yet,/they
occur rarely, mainly at this time of year. For the 50,000 years or 50 that human beings have stalked
the earth we have still never learned together amiably in groups with any prolonged success. Look
around today. A clvll war here, racial hostility there, hatred for homosexuals, for foreigners, for
others, Zoom In on Yugoslavla, zoom in on Somalia, where people are starving their own, Zoom In
on Germany and tts now murderous right wing revival. Where have we heard those songs before?
The cooperation of the guest and the host says, in effect, that the other Is you, a complimentary
arrangement of mutual recognition, easler to create the dinner parties than for the great exerclses
In human relations, but theoretically workable on a larger scale if the spirit §s willing, Fof the
present, the congenial spirit seems only to be willing to act in small circles for a few weeks a year,
these few weeks, when people shuttle back and forth among one another's houses, feeding one
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another like welcome news. (people singing "Jingle Bells") Happy Chanukah! Merry Christmas! I'm
Roger Rosenblatt.

RECAP

MR, MAC NEIL: Again the maln stories of this Christmas Day, U.S. and Freach troops secured the
Somall town of Oddur, Lebanon appealed to the United States to intervene on behalf of the
Palestinlan deportees, and in hls Christmas address to the world, Pope John Paul IT called for peace
in the Middle East and the former Yugoslavia and gave thanks to the relief efforts In Somalla.
That's the NewsHour for tosight, We'll be back on Monday night. Have a good holiday evening, I'm
Robert MacNell, Good night. ,
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