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JAMES GRANT 4 November 1989
Executive Director
UNICEF
New York
(Saturday noon interview)

PHS: What is our timing, now?

JG: I think we can have the next 45 minutes, is that enough?

PHS: Excellent. Let's see, you came to UNICEF after the draft of the
Convention had already been submitted in the Commission on Human Rights.
Did you hear about it before you came to UNICEF?

JG: Oh yes, I was the leader of the...I was the US representative on
the Executive Board of UNICEF for three years before becoming ExDir. So
it was at the May 1979 meeting of the ExBd in Mexico City that I first
became fully aware of the proposal. It was stressed at that ExBd
meeting by the Polish rep to the ExBd.

And I can remember thinking then that this was highly unlikely to come
into being in my working lifetime.

PHS: I think many people felt the same way, that it was an aspiration
that would..

JG: Yes, I knew of the long-established reluctance of the US to sign
conventions, and one that is felt by a number of other industrial
countries on the basis that these aspirational conventions are easy to
be aspirational, but very hard to be actually held to. And the US
traditionally has been very reluctant. So I thought this was the
general attitude in enough countries that I thought the Convention would
not progress very far in the immediate future.

PHS: And was that view generally shared by the delegations on the ExBd
at that time?

JG: I would say that this view, that the Convention was unlikely to
materialize within a matter of a few years, was widely held, not only in
the Board but by the UNICEF staff. This explains in part why in the
early years, the early 80s, UNICEF basically monitored the process of
work on the Convention, and even that rather lightly, and did not make a
major significant contribution to its formulation then.

PHS: Then there clearly was an evolution in UNICEF's attitude and
involvement with the Convention. When did that start?

JG: I think it came in, three things happened. £irjsJu__those who were
the dedicated proponents of the Convention, which included the NGOs,
some governments including the Polish govt...were able to achieve more
progress on the Convention than most people had thought likely. And by
the mid-1980s, 84-85, one could visualize really for the first time how,
with a concerted effort, this might be brought to adoption and
ratification.


