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Maternal and Child Welfare Services ~cluding Premature @?~
. ..

.1. -’ The Administration recommends“anapportionment of $54,(3QOto assist.~,sra~l“,,.

in further :,expansionof its maternal and child welfare training.and .sefiicesover,..
the next three years~, UNICEF would provide supplies, equipment and transport for:., ,,,

the establishment of nine new rural health centres to serve..areas.of predominantly’ ,
,“!,+.

firab,’,:~~zeand Bedouin population; the establishment of ,three’units with facilities -
:, ,.

for the”’careof.59 premature babies at a time, in areas vhere-there are no stich
‘,:”. ‘3 .\

services at present; and continuation,of the,fish liver oil capsules dis~ributi~n ‘

through thevdmter of 2@/~7P ,,IYevious U,NICEFaid,to Israel for maternal and child ~~

,Welfare services and training totals $1.365800(not incl.u’dingfreight). costs to.

“the Government for the prnposed expansion.are estimated at $1.,blbyooo for caPita\ ‘

expenditures and recurring costs over,,atlwee year period.. ““ ..,, ;.

Development of IKN[Services in Israel

?, ,A full description of the developmentof maternal and,child welfare, ~: ““

.;~rvicesinIsrael’v!as given to’the ~ard in March,19~3 (E/ICEF/R.h13)* .Subslxmitiai”

~..
progress has been made in the expansion of $heseser.vices with,a resultant decrea’se

in infant .mortalityfrom 51.9 out o: 1,~0 live.births in,1949.to 35.8 in 1953; :
?

3.” Maternal and child welfare services have he~n expanded con”tinuou’s.lysinc~
,.

the establishmeti of the State of Israel with the object of prnvidin~’com@etie

preventive health services to,the:whole country. At the”end of 1953 ttierewere ‘

357 maternal and child welfare centres:in Israel,’andby the.endof 1954 the number”’

.,

I,adincreased to 392.,,,The titention is to bring the total up to ~OO”centres ‘:;it’~iifi
,.

the next three years. ,,,Asa

in the health of mothers and

,. ,,...1. . . . . . . . .

result -o,ftiproved services, an appreciable improvement‘-
.....

ch~~drenljas been noted during 1’953and lg5h. e

/4+ :issistancefmm TJNICH? ~~ ‘“ $
-,_J.- ‘, ., , -....—.G :’-...”-....:_.......... —............ .-..---.Q---J..-?”-- ...?-..Lia..J:2a:
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~,: Assistance from UNICEF has been an important element in the development of

these maternal and child welfare centres: ‘,:‘ through the provision oftranfiport
@

which permitted the extension of services of doctors and nurses to sessional clinics
&

in immigrant camps and new rural settlements; and through the provision of equipment
i

and supplies for the opening of additional centres as new villages were set up

(E/ICEF/184 Rev. lparas. 184-189 andE/ICEF/227 paras. 505-514).

5. The gener~”objectives of the Governmentrs,plans for the period frnm July

1955 to July 1958 are: to further develop maternal and child welfare services; tQ

lower the infant mortality rate; and to raise the standard of maternal and child

health and nutrition, particularly in the rural areas. The expanded rural health

service will emphasize health education and community planning to provide the frame-

work within which preventive and curative care @ll be develnped~ .“,,.

Plan of Action “
....... ,’..“,

:“ .,..

Nine Rural Health Centres . ,.,, ,...’.

6, ~ “UNICEFwould provide basic equipment, 9 jeep-type vehicles and 27 midwifery

kits for the nine new rural health centres to be established in the,Sharon Valley,

Galilee and Negev where they would serve predominantly}.rab~Druze and Mdouin

populations. The two centres in the south(Negev) are to be established for the

Nomadic Bedouin tribes who are being encouraged to settle permanently in areas of

their own selection. These nine new centres are to provide maternity beds$ compre–

hensive pre-natalj delivery and post-natal services as well as infant and child

health services, both preventive and curative. In such centres it is expected that

higher standards will be achieved than in the isolated delivery rooms which were ‘.

preti”ouslytried out unsuccessfully among the new immigrant population.

7. Each rural health centre will include a maternal and child welfare r.linic

with ante- and post-natal care and infant and child health services> a six-bed mater<,,
nity unit, six-childrenls beds and six adults emergency beds. Each rural centr.ewill

link together an average of five maternal and child welfare centres, ,servingUP to

f+2@0 people in the surrounding villages. Each centre will be staffed by: one doc–

tor, four public health nurses (trained in general nursing, public health android- :

wi.fery),one health educator (trained in public health and health education), one

sanitary inspector and twelve or thirteen others including nursing aids, kitchen

personnel clerks; driversj etc. Medical personnel of the centres will visit the

MCW centres at regular periodsj and the services will include home visiting and

,,school health supervision. For these functions one vehicle is required for each
,-

‘/centre. :,,
!. ,

,.
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centre. Facilities

y and one room in the

till be available for

rural centre is to be

mothers and pregnant women.

.

. . . .
‘ 13yIcsF/L.735 ,‘“

. Page 3

.’ . .

. .,.

health education and diet demonstrations’,,

set aside for lectures and instruction tc

i 8. The building of the rural centres will be the responsibility of theliinistry

of Health which will initially be responsi.klefor their maintenwce. T~e,particjpa-

tion of the local communitywill gradually increase from 25~ during the first year,.,,

until)..after an estimated period of 5 years, the communities w&l,lassume...fullres-

ponsibility: ,. .. .

9. The Government plans to complete two centres.in 1955, three”in 1956 and fou~-,,

in 1757. Euring this,period the Government intends to establish four additional ru-

.ralhealth centres for new immigrants ,forfiich.no UIJtC~ assistance has been re--.,

~uested. .. ,. .,. ,,, ,,,. ..

Three Units for Care of Premature. -’ ,
./‘,.,., ..-

10● The Ministry of Health will establish and provide trained staff for threenew

units for care of prema&re infants to serve arenaswhere no such facilities exist;

-at.Tiberias; Haifa and Jaffe,/Tel-Aviv.
,.

UNICEF would provide,19 stationary incuba- ,,

tors, 6 portable incubators, dietary kitchen equipment and miscellaneous instr~ents

&d apparatus. The first unit, at the Wizo Baby Home inTel,-Avivwould be estah-

li.shedby October 1955, the other twoin April 1956. ““~ ““,

,. Il. There is at present no properly equipped premature unit cperating under,Go-.

vernment auspices, The four @sting units with trainedpersonnel are operatedby

voluntary organizations and have acccmodati,onfor only .54premature infants. Pre-

mature,i,nfantsare cared for in most hospitals, but in over-crowded rooms, together

with normal birthsj and by staff without special training. ..,” ,,,

12. ~ The mortality rate of prematurely born infants is not available for the coti-

try as a whole. Hovreverjreports from maternity wards in the three.principa.lhospi–

.talsin~cate .a,relativelyhigh rate of deaths among infants.weighing less than 2...-.
. kilos at birth.

Infants.weighing less ,than1 kilo at birth died in ~ to 100Z of.thecases.
II It 1 to 1 1/2 kilos “ ‘t II “ 4$ to 67Z ~’ “ “
1! II 1 1/2 to 2 kilos ‘t 11 It lf17tc)2@llllll,

An analysis of the causes of 1586 recorded infant deaths in 1953 showed that c@7 in-

fants (more than 57~ of the recorded cases) died because of malformations and other

conditions related to pre-natal disturbances and early .infancyo Of these, 370.were

prematurely bwn. -’

/~~ Based on 1953 r~cords 8

b
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13: B’asidon-1953 records (when 3675 births) -7% of the total births.in ISraeI

that year, -were premature), accommodation is required for 130 to 150 prematures$

that is, 75 to 95 more than exist at present. Infants weighing less than 2)000

grammes would be admitted to premature centres> and the average stay is calculated””

as four weeks. The three new premature units to be established would provide faci-

lities for 59 tifants at a t~ee At the Tiberias Hospital which averages 150’~0’l@

deliveri~s monthly a new building will be erected with space for a premature.unit to

accommodate twelve infants, The Haifa Government Hospital which averages 190 to 200

births m~nthly will make structural modifications to provide space for a unit to ac-,.

y’

‘!$

cmmnodate seventeen premature. The new premature unit,to be established at the

Wzo Baby Home in the-Jaffa/Tel-Ativ area will accommodate 25 to 30 infants and will

serve most of the area south of Haderaj also Beersheba, Jerusalem and the Corridon.

,,

TMS area accounted for 150jOO0 births in1953 Of ~hich more ‘hm 1~0~ ‘ere prema-.’

ture~ -,...,

Fish ’OilCaps~e Distribution
,,,. ,..’

.’
,. ,“

14. “’N~trition experts and public health advisers who have been investigating the

st’at”usof nutrition among you”ng“childrenj.particularly of “th~immigrant populati~n~

have repeatedly stressed the familiar syndrnrnesof”nutritioval failure: ricketsj

pellagra and anaemia. Under the propoded new apportionment UNICEF would provide

3~~’ ,OCO fish i~ver oil’caFs~es ~~ be di~tr~buted-‘or 15° ‘ays ‘ach year f‘r ‘We.

yea~‘ to””ll,500“selectedinfants =d chil~ene The”Government has been verY satis-

fiedtith results so far observed of the distribution of UNICEF titamin capsules

through infant welfare centres in”the immigrant camps and settlements and in pco~ei

sections of the commnity~ The proposed UNICEF apportionment would provide capsules

for continuation of distribution through the winter seasons 1955/56 and1956/57 after

which the Govertient would provide for continuation of the progrmeo

.. ..:. ,

. .

.’

.’,

. .

., .,
/15.

-.”

..,:.. ‘
.<$

. . . .
“.

\

,.

UNICEF Commitments

.. , ,.

.



.
... .

.. ,. ., !.

... ,, E/IcEF/L*735
Page 5

,“

i5. UNICEF Commitments

For 9 Rur&” HeaJ-thCentres
,’,.

..:.... ,’
a).Basic Equipment 3)6CQ, ‘“,,’,

b) Transport - Jeep $ypej,9 vehicles . ‘ 16,0c0

. .

,. c) Mid@.fery Kits) 27- 750
,,,

, For 3 Premature Centres,—. -— .,.,....
d)’

e)

f)
\
13)

., h) — ,.. ,.,.
Fish Oil Capsules

,,., ,,.

i) For 11,500 infants daily during five :
,,,’ :..,. “:’;monthsof the year for two Years) ~~ ,......,.. ..,

::“’3,”4509000caPsules
,6,8UI

,.
.“, ,(

1,700
.,,,Contingencies .

;’,, ,,
Sub-Total 49,m

I“n&ibators,stationiryj 1-g ““9,300 ,,
,.

Incubators, portable, 6
. .’.@O’ ~

,.

1,3QIuCi.scellaneousinstruments . ~~ ,

Dietary Kitchen Equipment for - ,
,,

3 Premature Centres ,. ,, . ,, 5,750’. ., ‘

Nursing bottle autoclaves~ 3 ‘“ “; ‘“
Nursing bottle cleaners and .,,. ,,.

washers, 3
Refrigerators, 3 ““ “’- -
Nursing bottles, 1000

Air-conditioning Unit for ~ Centrti
@Jo. ‘ 18,650

,,

Freight “’ “ : 4*5~”
.. . . . ,. .> .,.,.: ..,’.” .,, ,;. ,,J.,, ;.

Totai 5.4,~..,“. ,: ..
WHO Approval and ~’a~ticipation’

,,

,,. . ,.

16, WHO,has,given its technical approval to this programme and’has made prmi-
.

sion in,regular and Technic@- Assistance budgets to cover the following costs:,, . ... . ,’

‘ a) VTsit to Israel of an ex~ert in premature baby care in December 1954.
,.

The WHO recommendations have provided the basis for the establisfient... .. .,,.,.,. ‘-:..,.
of the premature project as outlined above;

,, ..

‘b) Fellowships for two nurses in 1955 to study the nursing of prernatmes. . ‘

(governmentCorrmitments

17. The Government has undertaken the following in connection with the expansion

of its maternal”and child welfare programme as outl..inedabove:

,.
/Rural Heal.tkCentres

●
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,’ Rural Health Centres

a)

b)

‘“’c)

Erection of 9 buildings to accommodate
rural health centres .,

Maintenwce of 9 centres including sala–
ries, drugs, feeding of patients, vehicle
maintenance and fuel for,3 years

Furnishings and general services equipment

Uwits for Prelature Baby Care

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

.(
.

Erection of one building
Structural modification of two buildings

Protisicn of
necessary to
by UNICEF

Salaries for

Provision of
tures to and

all supplies and equipment
the projec~ and not supplied

three years .,

transport to carry prema-
i’romthe centres

Re-distribution of existing incubators to
maternity centres where premature deliver-
ies may occur or to pediatric wards for
care of premature with infectious diseases

Maintenance of the three centres for 3 years

Total

..

S Israeli..—
p

,,,
“’QOO,OOO ,,...

.,

945,000
\ 90$OC0 1,955,0C0—.

-.
2,5,000
6,000

,/

15,000

400, coo
\

15,000

. .

611,000.15Q$OC() ——

1. 33 2,546,0C0

ii

(Approximately $1-,414,~ )
./

~I!ar~ekTime Schedule

M. It is the intention of the”Israeli Government to establish two rural health

centres in 1955, three in 1956 and a further four centres in 1957. UNICEF equip-

ment and supp~es should be available by December 1955 for the first two centresy

December 1956 for the next three and December 195’7fnr the four other centres*

19● One premature titit(Wizo Tel-Aviv) will be establishedin October 1955 and

the two others in April 1956.---
20. Half of the UNICEF fish liver oil capsules should be available before

August 1955, the balance by tid-1955. . ,. :
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