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ig 2lwavs all right. Theay have a pnrase,

Hai oehpral, which meghis it will

ANt

meals, anrd

2

SLTH

e v

2y

!

thenn The second prrase t

one I love wyou, and the fourth ohie

£y

)

you could substitute for that.
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Thal manners was whan a

she powed In

"Good morning, =y darl
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Keeny - 9-254

Ye laoked at her in astaonishment and Harst out lsughin
and tceld us what had happehed,

Py

This of coursz put me In The dgoghouse with her for guits

v .- A L a . = . - dn L ~ 3 " bt
ut I told this joke later at the hotel, and lik2 all

good Jjokes it lasts well, and 20 years later the mother whoss

dariing, I love you madly." (laughter) And her mother beamsd

zs"w proudly. The Joke had lasted not seven years, as they say
a good Jjoke should, but 20 years.
But Banglkok in those days was not at all the Bangkolr of

today, which has st 1east 40 respectable %o excellent Notels

jab}

and a number of broad thoroughfares, which were cut through

larzely by the Japanese when they were there, partly for

streiegic reasons, and partly for thelr plan for prosnerity
7

through cooperation, In those days 1t was khown as the Venhice

af ths East.

2 Because it iz on water, is 1t not?

Keeny: Zacause of the very many carals which interlace the city.
Most of the forelgners who lived thzre 1lved alonhgeside ong of
these canals, and when you ask veosols yhere they 1ive you ususlly
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Keeny -

e

e
SR, Cn what canal do you 1live?
Canal
I for example lived on @il -5 for many years, afiar my
wifa died.

Your wife diad in Thailand?

feeny: Yes, Vell, she died iIn &imerica, where she had comg tack
for speclal Treatment after she'd had a heart atachk.

There was almost ho vehlcular metor traffic 1n those days,
The many, many bridges over these canals were narrow and elevated
so that the bgats could get through underneath, and people
traveled mostly by pedicab, which was a bicycle affeir witrhew .

A 2 ceat In the back, and when they came ¢ these bridges

1

1

0]

rider sinply got off and pushed tThe vehicle over, which

ct

slowed up trafiflc ¢o almost a standstill around the bridges.

-

But that didn't matter much because there waszn't much trafiic.
But gradually all that has disappeared over the years, and
tne canals hnave for the most part been filled in, and highways

and streets have bnzen pullt there, And now you £ind highrise

buildings in the central part of the city.

G:  In the canals there were housstoats that people 1livad 1n,

weren't there?

Keeny: Ch yes., This was ohe of our big prodlems whan 1t came

-3~



to dealing with famllles that needed help, tecauss what is
their address? Thelr address was anywhere they could find

a parking place for their hoat, and they usually parksd 1n

the same neighborhood, but 1f they left 1t for any reasol some-
body would come alohig and Seke the place and they would Try %o
fing arother. Thils made the followup of a Tamily a2 macdhouse of
a buslness.

In those days Eangkolr was -- and I Belisve to a conglderable
extent it still 1is -- the heart of Thalland. It was the only
clty in Thailand really. The next clity had much less than 100,C00
people In 1t, Bangkok was divided into twe halves by the
Chao Phya River, a river which 1s guite big, and about half a
mile wide there, and which keeps the place under perpetual
threat of floosding. Vhen it floods, anything can happen ¢o
almost any part of town, becausa the whole tcown is withln a
couple of feet of water level, and whenever there were heavy
rains upstream the water wgculd rise, and you made preparations
accordingly. You built dikes around your house, or moved to
t he second SUO{Jy, or got out 1In boats, or did whatever you
had to do, but then as the Thais say cheerfully, "Mai Penrai,”

" " worrled
or It will be all right. And they never w&xRy¥ greatly about

it, unless houses were destroyed , which was seldom, because

the water was relétively still, there was no velocity in the

stream.

But we must remember that Thalland had veenn an avsolute

_.q___



Keeny - $-297

monarchy up to 18 years before 1950, and was in the hands of

a group of generals after that. In fact my landlord for a couple

of years was ohe of the six that had overthrown the original

absolute monarchy. He had been in the coup that had arranged

it, and I heard from him first-hand the detalls of how 1t was done

I got settlyd down in the hotel) my wifs was very comiortable

there., One of the nlce things about the place was thatl thers was

t he greatest variety of fruits all the year vround that I have

avepr met anywhere 1n the world; Iin addition to the ordinary fruits
2

such as bananas,pineapples and mangocac and that sort »f thing
there were literally dozens of cotiier fypes of tfrults, some of
t hem so dellcats that they couidn't be exported, couldnt't be
camned and had to be used wlthin a few days of the time that

they were ripe or they would spoll, but wonderful while they

My wife used to go to the market just across the canal,
where there was a blg marke? which lasted all wsek, but was
particularly lively over the weekends, and there you could buy
everythlng, It was famous as a flower market, and thers you
could buy orchids, half a dozen for a penny -- they were almost
g lven away -- and you could buy every kind of fruit axtremely
¢ heaply, and everything else was cheap, exceps food.

One of the things one has to remember -- azd thls is a

sobering fact -- 1s that a2t 2 time when the averzy
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parsch pe2r year was much less thanh 100 dollars 2 yzar, the coss

of rice was about the same in Thalland es it was 2lseyhere,
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Leeny - 9-293

They exported rice, and that was their maln source of income.
It's now iIn competliion with Tourism.
Tinally, to zet to the offlce, I found z small but 2ighly

2auty director had come Ffrom UnrFA i

cJJ

divicded oiflce. Tr

=]
=

3

China, where he had tezen occupled mostly policeing supplles,
and who had an Army background, and whose geheral slogan winenhever

I asked him for advice he zlways opensd with, "Well, you khow

how I feel. Any money we give $o these Asiatlics is dovn the drain,
7 wd

. Keeny: 1 listened to thiz for hal® a dozen times and said nothing.
On the other side of this 1ilttle feud was a group 2f British
Guakers whohad alsc come from Chinha, znd they were despised by
this deouty because he hated a2ll pacilists as a matter of
crinciple, and the Ruakers were o course ovaclifistes although
t hey showad thelr courage and endurance in thelr work in Bgrma
and in Western Ching,

I glso found several young men 2f fortune whom I had knowh

e mire]
ICEE

or khown of 1IN the West who had vesn with UNREA or GRay Ui s
and whose stories were less than creditabdle. It was not a
good core ©o Degin working wiph, otut you hava to start where

you are,

-\l —
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f these possibilitisz, and
started visiting the 22 countries which wers included in the
€L

tnotal area. Thls includad everything from Afghanistar on the

- 2
sianhas,

e

23t tn tha Facliiic

b}

Yeeny:; VWitnh the exceptlon of Communist China. The totzl ‘
population was closer to two pillion Than To tne billion
and it was difficult to ¥know where to talke hold
e had velatively small rescurces to beglh with. The
orisiral grant had odesn fhree millicn dollars, out naif of that
nad gone To the hedklth center In Calcubtta, s there wes aboutb
million anc a2 hall left of that, and we didn't khow what ﬁe'
cure, out 1t was uncder five million dollarg a year.

But we did have in those days 2 large amount of powdered

=,
]
ke
]
i
[o B
ct
]
(&)
Q
(1]
o
1
4]
oy
[ars
e
3
$u
o
[133]
Q
(@]
441
(4o
]
L™
j4v]
s
[eh
ct
)
D
"3
U]
¢
’_l
ko]
[
]
]
(i
O
(ﬁ
Lp]
]
D
~
¢k
o1

nald the 1Internal shi:

QO
9]

ing costs, and we ftook over przoiicsll

1 e T '~ r ] - - - - -
tne entire T,S5, surplus, This zgave ug mueh needad prot2in for ‘
e L - 3
countriGihat gorely nesded it,
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@iskxu distridbuted., This was 2 real baglnning.
The other thing we had tTo offzr gx was that they wers
e xtremely short of druge, and thers were £o mahy new Irags that

had been recently bLeen invented ar discovered, and so many nhew
forms of ifmmuniZhelagainst communicable diseases that had deen
found out, that we decided to look into Lhose flelds.

The beginning was obdviously to supply every health center,
whers our interest was in mothers ang children, with first of
all some very common drugs such a3 ferrous sulfate The amount
of atiemia due to shortaze of iron was efjﬁthrendeus, ezpeciplly
in Indiz, The normal person has about 80 percent or 100 percen
idegl, bubt there yourd find that most of the neopla would be
under 50, some under 40, and I nave known of caszes that in this
coulttry would be hospitalized walking around with 20 and even in

the 20's,

FN

<: Was this mostly total unavallability of

ci
)
D
3
)
3
D
1413
()]
M
3
3
. |
=]

or was some of 1T religious diet?

S k] N 4+ = 4 795 -~ J T oy LS - 3 D T A - - +
meeny: w0, 10 was. 'y religious diet, it waz Just tThat thay Jdign'g
1 - A T - . - 3 3. ¢ - a1, T i,y v L 4 4
nave ths2 drugs 2nd hadn't done anything atoub Lt
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nad/in Indonesia when you

faeny: Ch niz, The populgfich of Indonacia waz thal uowards
-0 100 miilion.,
-~
% Ch, already?
- $ - ] T r 1m
Yeeny: Yes, 1it's sbout 120 million now, 1t would b2 Auch mors
H £ - ~ - P . . N~ ) |
exceot for the family planning program which we also later had
S - L -~y
a nhand in gettirg zoing thers.

LAkl |

e effett oh the veopls was very interesting. They were ‘

extremely thankful, and =sxpreszszed 2t 1n many ways., Ong of the
[ v v

most interesting onhes was in the remote-arsass, 11ik2 on2 WhBwa
_ Grihistie,
as + rememoer the (NEENER r<lizion was stlll strong, whers the

a
had kR=E panyan tree, which is szered, and on this Lanyvan tree
they hungz vetive gifts in thanks fc the gods Tor curss, just

gs you find in many of the Catholice reg

was thealir custom to sup2iy foosd for the godes and i

i

ets of clothing, and zll soris of things like that. AMnd it

was mingled with ancestor worchin zs well,



FY

!

=h

Curiocusly enough, this yaws program nad a beneflicial affact

for me too0, vacause latar, In the early 125C's Ir the aftermath

-

of the un-American activitiess Businecs -- the MeCarthy sre -- all
~f us U.S. citizens who ware working for the U,¥, had o nazs a

g ecurity tast.

@4r Ch ves,

Keeriy: And I had wecrlzed in Poland, 1n Czechoslovakia before

FaE) " IR

Cche communists came.

Q: . Bafore they were irventead.

¥eeny: I had worked in Communist Fussia although under Herbart
Hoover, but neverth e s

t hought ¢hat I might be ssft oh ¢

]
=
3
=
o
e
]
3
-

so I was duly

investigated, zan

[o 7
[
ct
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o3
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Lay
oy
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ot
3]
(3
1]
o)
] 4;
)

opreliminary

1

vefore a Judge and an interrogator.

Xeeny: In wew York, wher I came back con ohe of my trips. It

was gquite drawn oute.lt toolr quite a number of days. I =2aid to

- 1 Y . o - .| - - - - - p 1 .
career by accusing him uhjustly, and sc you are naking & thorough
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Joo of this, but I wish you would hurry 23 much as vyou can

>

because I heed to know whether I can go back to my work in Asia,
1 have scme important things going on there, and I must eithen
f

- 1 -

Zo beck and find a successc

He sald, "Just what do you do thers, Mr, Kseny?"

"
[
u
3
[&A
¢k
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ot
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by
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And 1t just happened that I had a portfolios of the late

[ e id

~

cases and the latebhases cf yaws, where Lthey were beirg carrisd
around in chalrs with their joints locked, and where they wars
deformed, and 2KEXE where they had carved out of coconut shells
felse noses and that kind of thing, and I simply spread those
out on the table and said, "Last year my organization helped
cure a million cases of this disease.”

He looked at them, and the rest zf the session was soent

e

talking about Faws, and I think I could have taken up a collaction

from him and even the interrogator at the 2nd of that. But I
was eventually cleared, and the judge even paid me a double
compliment. He ®a said, "Mr. Keeny, I want to compliment'you
on two things. One,you have the thickest dossier I have ever

xamined," -- pecause I had worked in many countries, and they
apparently investigated e pretty thoroughly -- "and two, you
have many friends abroad."

And so I went back to my work.

~

C: bhow what about that business -- you went over tantatively

—ag -



» _ Keeny - 2-31&

for three mcnths, and the person you replaced never went back,

or how did that work?

Keeny: He never came back. I don't kbow what happeﬁed to him --
w%ggheaﬁe simply resigned after four or five months and said he
wasn't well, or the job didn't particularly appeal to him and he
simply resigned,aggz I was asked to stay onh, and my three montns
stretched out into 13 years.

They were extremely busy years because under the setup we
had then I was supposed to supervise these 22 countries, visit
all of them, and go back to New York every six months. BRnd

. ~thls was gquite a business, because it took the best part of a
week just for the trip back to New York, and then the time that
I spent there at board.meetings. They later lengthened that to
a year, but in the early days Cthey didn't know thelr future,
and so they wouldn't look ahead more thah six months at a time
pacause of the financlal situation.,

Apart from Indonesia we found many fewer yaws cases than we
had expectad.in Thailand, which was the second country, we found
about a 21l1liosn and a2 half cases, which was quitzs a lct Dbdecauss

Thailand's population waBUmE§EE 25%R1111on _. , quaptec of
/

that-- sco they had about half the frequency of Indonesia accordlng
to the population.
. Thzre ware other 3pots. The Philippines had maybe hall s

milidon throughout 211 of the islands, and thers ware nayse 50,000
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ry

or sp casas in llalaysia, and others scatiered arsund, Curiousiy
ettgugh, there werz almost None In Indla, which surprisad me,
pecause the ccornditions in South India you would have thouzht
would be first-class for yaws, bacause yaws is a dlsa2ase, 23

% ney say in ilndonesig, that is found at the 2nd o the rzad --
it's a disease of the rural afeas, where There i3 great poveriy,

.9,

ocften a secarzity of water, and where there hav

D
o
[{"]
[41]
3
3
[8)
Y]
{u
[wH
0
W
[

servicas, ahd where all childredh go vareioopt and whers the

¢ hahces of tTransmitting the dissase are usually zood.

This gave us a pattern Tfor further zbttempts on attacks on
diszases that were wicdely prevalsnt, and one of those that had

a very high death rate was tuberculcsis, which we didn't know
now ¢o attack directly because tuberculosis was usually thought

of to be attackad by A-rays and hospital treatment ang surgery

or serum called ZCG wnich 13 ot used in this country, 2r is
useé very 1little, It's Bacillus Calmetis Guérin, It uzs

orizginally discovared or invented in the Pastaur Institute

)

in Salgon, but never was used in that country execept in certain

a
small s2xperimental arsas, but it was

Fa )
Jound that of children
1 e | T R SR ] I n Ny Y very e OO R
were given this lmmunization they had amich greatar resistance
! 2
4 PR b . or e
co Tubperculnsiz thah otherwise.,
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