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Ml cie
just happened to pass Zhraugr the,orfllcs, and it seemad unduly

quiet, so I dropped in and asked how things were delng, and they

sgid they weren's. I ask2d what had happensd, znd thew gzld,

: 4 v 3 1 - 2 R 1 2 - . b ey 3 o ea
gy seld ¢id they find that the monsguitoes w2re t2eoming

immune? They =aid no, the mosquitozs c¢isd of7 just as belfore,

T hey were crdinarily paid by the week -- wharn they didno
for a wmenth they just leit the jobo, and the program rolded,
And 80 it was in ccuntry after countzry, that zithough they

had veen supplisd with the IDT and with transport where necessarv’

1

Reeny: Oh I think mostly ineptitude. :any of the countriez had

o

irflation even then, and there was corrupiion in meny o7 then,

especiaglly in South America, [ thirl, but I never made any analysi

, akd 1 have no dgta 3 from which %o drew a sound conclusion
fhe prgram

Eut)althoughﬁ‘ was a partial railure i{ was a nartial success.

Ty L =% [ . ¥ ' .
SUT U0 8how FoUu A0W ray 0profn oelng g

37 h ~F ~ B S -3 T - I .- + -
in gl of Asia -- whlch did guilifts well genernglls -~ therz wasz
T3 == - 3 - P ) Fa) - B —_l =
oNly onhie country tThat was ceclersd free from malaria 170 Theatn
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4,

pericd -- iv was aoout 12 ye=ar

[43]

ago, +~ gusss -- and thatl was
Taiwan, and even there w2 -found che year, abcut [ive years after

we were officially free from malaria, 129 cases. The reasoh was

. ) . e s o
that the Chinese nad come vack from othasy couhliries -tnac Nag

r 1 - 'l - S 5 - =" . — e . ~7
mglaria, and had orought malaria with them. Lt was latent whsan

they came, out 1t blcossomed after a time and broie oul. These

1 cecal cutbreaks were ezasily surrounded, everybody was sprayed

(4]

and given chemical tregtmsnc,

%Z: Tnsre i1s no transmitting of malaria through dirty needles

like hepatitis or anything iilze that, iz thers

Keeny: to, it's doie only through the agency cof mosguitoes,
But the system that we had in Taiwan was intended to be
very thorough, and everybody who came 1in from abrozd was supgosed
to be followed up and blood samples taken to lzok for positives.
i remembesr on one accasion a doctor I had never seen came
to my office and asked 1f ne might have a sample of my blddd.
I asked him what for, and he said to test it for malarla, ang
I Saigxzai&;xﬁzxéﬁﬁiﬁxxggﬁxgxggzaxmagagxaxﬂ I didn't have malaria.
ind n e said, ¥But you've been in ezykrigEXwkz 1n countriles
wnere they do have malaria.”
1 said yes, and he took it, and he later reported that L
was free from malaria, but I said to him, "This is an excellent

. 1
oot

cysteam, and ne beamed.



Keeny - [§-333

Then 1 said, "But L have bpeen abproad at least 30 times,
and it's the first time I've ever nad a blood sample taken.”

He said, "Well, our system isn't perfect.”
Z: YWhnerewas this sample taken?

Keeny: It was just a very small drop out of the lobe of tThe ear.

Q: No, I mean was it taken in the United States?

Kzeny: w0, 1t was taken in Paiwan. I had been {raveling vack
and forth. ‘
But this was bj far the bviggest drive against contagious

disease or infectious disease that was undertaken by joint
effort, and by fab the most money went into 1C.

we had a joint committee of which I was a member, consisting
of somebody from W.H.OQ, anddf somebody from A.I.D., and 1
represented UiICEF, and we had funds of about 20 million dollars
a year for the four years that this program went on, and that
was a 1ot of money in those days on the health side.

The effort was well worthwhile, and of course 1t¢'s pelng
continued, but not in the concerted way that we attempted to do
it then,

It just happened at that time that the drive fcr that

was given by a very fine italian public nealith doctor whc was ‘

‘-"lD—
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of the antimalaria section in Geneva, ang everybody liked nim,
Angd we all rallied rcund, 1t was éomething we all wahted to do
and its time had come, and it was by far the biggest JNEEEE
disgease still remaining,

In general I've indicated how we attacked irdividual
diseases and how we took advantage of the nhew disccveries ang
inventions, The main ones were penicillin amd DDT ggdthe new
Forms of vacclne immunizations. In order to make the countries
more 1independent, particularly bigger ones such as India, we
pegan to work on nutual plans with each country to bulld local
plants so that they could produce their own pendeillin,

This was in the early days of penicillin, and we still
all remember the early days of ﬁpw penicillin had veen discovered
from a tit of mold in a saucer at a university ir England,
and how its multiple use had been made practical by a doctor~
named KwayxE (E.B.) Chain.

Cne of the things I had done while I was in Italy was to
use some of the lire we had there to buyjd a research laboratory
in Rome 1in which he could continue his research.

With penlcillin we were luckier becauggﬁgt was in its
infant days we brought out the man who had developed the
original plant at MeGlll University, and with him as adviser
we offered to muMiX¥Z equip with all the machinery the plani

if the Indians would build the housing for it.

_.—“..-
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I remember the negotiations with Premier Nehru. He wasn't
a chemlst, but he was a darnh good lawyer, and he asked some
very searching questions., Among other things he wanted us to
guarantee a certain number of mega units a year, and we figured
wry carefully and decided that we could come witnin that.

We argued for the Government taking it over instead of
giving it to one of the bilg commercial companles of the
pharmaceutical world becaude they wanted a 10 or 15 year monopoly
on all the related pharmaceuticals that might come out of this.
This would mean high prices for all the hospitals and aLl the
doctors in India for the next decade or more, and we didn't
want that, and so we made a contract for the mlinimum number
xhakxwexzanidxgrk of mega units that we ®W3Z¥ could get away wilth,
and we {;ptu'ﬁ'ui That all that was produced avove a certain amount
should be given to the hospitals and to the doctors that were

in QJvernment service for their use for the poor.

Fortunately ¥Rk® there was a wohderful breakthrough

how
while they were building. The ™ brewers” learned/to

grow the peniclllin not only on the surface of liquid, but
through the whole body of the liguid. This multiplied the
amount that we could turn out, and we dld far better than our

: . . PO .
commitment. This developed 1n a plant up near imﬁﬁiﬁ‘ abag,
Bombay IR, The Government selected an
areas which was dry, open territory up in the hills, with
notning there but some shrubs and some geats on it. And the
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last time I visited it it was a city of I would say 15,000 or
20,000, all built around this factory which is going to be

of s wnd
one ol the largest, in the world.

We also bullt a similar smaller one for Pakistan, for
they wouldn':t have anything to do with the Indian one of course,
But we didn't attempt to do anythigé?%%%rthe other smaller
countries,

We 4did a similar job with two DDT plants, which gave us
an Infinite amount of technical problems, but we were able to
work with one of those in Indiz and the other one up in Peshawar
near tne Khyber rPass. It was put up there to be as far away

. from Indla as possible.

I remember learnlng guite a lot of chemistry, whlch was
qulie a lot for me because I had never had any chemistry.

One of the developments that . did go into quitz a number
of countries was iMPavement af +he milik =eetd-n but one
that's also quitzs complicated, which was the development of
modern dalries for pasteurlzing milk, We developed a huge one
1n Bombay, and a whole series of them across India. This
involved -~ among other things we had to\\\<

.,

buxid xzxaxxxmmn&zxxxzhxxxxaxﬁﬁxhuﬁfainxmtlki\\\\
B N Y —
_ accommo
A e m {e MmarmiZe. 7
a the use of buffalo milk which has extremely high butter.fat.
. in the same way we brought in plants and laboratories to
mnufacture varlous vaccines, particularly freeze-dried vaccines,

and in one way or another we fried to move from an era of

— 2
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dependernice on foreign countries to seml-independence, and I
think that on the whole succeeded pretty well.

This whole Jjob was done in combination -- as 1 have indicated
all along -- with W.H.0. I always had with me a w.é.o. adviser.
The general line recommended by W.H,C. angd accepted by UNICER
was that we shouldn't hire doétors, that we should be the
operators, and that they should provide the medical advice.

Much of the specialized advice would de on tThe spot advice,

but they would keep an adviser with me as long as I needed ohe

and wanted one, and in the 13 years I was with them I had an
adviser for I think aboubt ten. By that time I had pretty well
learned the. routine, .angd by Jjoint agreement, when there was a ‘
shortage of money we dropped the post, and got alcng quite well
wlth tempo;ary help from them when we needed 1t.

My 1life wlth them was made somewhat more complicated by
the fact that the area that UNICEF operated in .as one region
with 22 coutitries of Asia was divided into three reglons by
W.H.O., and W.H.Q. didn’t do 1t, but the counhtries wanted it
that way. For example 8% Pakistan was looked after from Egypt
for heaven knows what reason, and at that particuiar time
Egypt and Pakistan politically weren't getting along very well,

50 that I was usually the carrier of W.H.0. news to W.H.O,
about Pakistan.
But the persongl relationship was very good. Dr. Téba who '

was there was a very reasonable man. The only thing he disliked

——//-/._
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me for was that I was better thah he was in tennis.

In New Delhi, Colonel Mani ., AU - -,

been brought
% was Indian, but he had gxawﬁ/upu§n the o9ld Britlsh tradition __ )

was an interesting man to deal with, He was the one with whom I

nad most to do.

Keeny: Dr. Mani - was a mah who 1liked to be the boss, and we
nad qulte a struggle at first because he couldn't quite accept
the ldea that UNICEF didn't belong to W.H.0., so I faced him on
one occasion when we had a problem with one of the doectosrs who
was sayling he wouldn't have time to peview the project.

that I wanted to put through, RNy s
calendar was so full he couldn't get to it for at least six
months, and I said I couldn't wait six months. AmoDhg others
there'ixaﬁﬁ.was a program for medical ald for about a guarter
of a million leprosy patlents, and I said we weren't golng to
walt, that a quarter of a million leprosy patients werent's
going to wailt for one doctor who was too busyto look at

a few sheets of paper.

de wouldn't gi\fe me the a(;p,w@l’ _
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So we took it in to Dr. Mans' , and I said, "Dr. Hari .,
the things that UNICEF buys with UNICEF montey are UNICEF
property, right?”

"Rignt.”

"Ai.d we can move them anywhere in the world if we want,
right? But &e mustn't actually issue them untilwe have your
okay, right?" -

"Right."

I said, "All right, we'll procéed to buy =2verything I want,

and we'll take a chance on your okaying 1t."

And so we got along in general famously.

[~
<: What was the differsnce between Mant: and Taba? Taba was

1n a different country?

A4
feeny: Taba was 1n Egypt, in a different region, and Man/ was

in the maln region;tgﬁnthe Philippines ,ng the islands and

gverything in the Far East was in the hands of a Philippine

officer. Sogfthey had three different officers.

J A
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This I think covers pretty well the range of sur work.

But I must mention a Spanish leprologist, an extremzly good

che, Wno was working with us in Thalland and who was 2lways in

- s
0ol

b)

|t

e

-

. & - . ) ‘ °
trouble with Dr, Mant:, and I always had to interverns

Ly

ot
la
3

1l eprclogist!s Pehall., This Spaniard arnd I were polzs asa
(=] s

"

w -

air thinking. I never expect to meet a mind with ideas 1ik
That without digging through several milss 5f rock. He had
peen wilth the Spanish Legion fighting the communists, and he
was an ardent Catholie and an arch conservative, but he was a
Gamn good leprslogist, and he was particularly gcod in the field
with people -- they just loved him -- and he was tireless in |
. his work. I went sut with him a number of times when he was
looking for. leprosy patients, and I was amazed ay-his ehergy
and skill, and at the sympathy with which he did the job.
The occaslon which caused the little war in which I nad to
intervene was thatl the leprolozist had broken some rule :f
protocol and Dr. Manif had rebuked him severely, whereupol the
Spaniard nad replied, "You are quite rizgnt, Dr, E'ianz.r;, the
are several pesople to blame in this. 1 take ore-<hird sf the
blame, one-third of the blame belongs to So-and-so, and the
other third velongs to you.  {laugnhs) "So let's leave it
at that.”
This made Dr. lanl. very angry, because nobody in the old

N

. d ays ever saild that & Zritlish colonel was wrohg about anything., '

—7] -
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i intervenad

ang
of execution, agnd we

there.

%: a2 was a JW.in.0. pers
Xeeny: Yes, he was ass
along sxterenely well wit

y ears betwyeen 1850 anhd
of 1t myself. It{ was 2x
estimatad that I vigite

begged on

You can stand for all kinds

k¥ept him as long as we could while I

tean.

what I was doing during those

‘Luen:), = /6-3'}’%‘1
end zgot nim a2 stay

P

s assignad to you?
igned to the area in Thailand, and gzot
h my man -- L had a man from UNICIEE
They on
nade an excellent team, and that's wahat

13

1963. 1 got plenty of experience cut
tremely valuasble toc me, necause I
d abcut 2000 villages, I suppose nalf

of them ir india, and I tried whenever possibvle Lo spend a day
in each. I dérove endless milss in Jeeps, and I went thereAto
see how tThis program or that program, or a combination of
prozrans, was working. I didntg liave in statistics or
averages or reports or rumors, but [ weni to see with my own
ayes to get the eel of it, In order to do that you nave to
have good interpreters, and men when you are going to talk to
men, and women When you are golng ©o talk to women. Above all
vou have To have peopls whe are cutgelhg and sympathetic, Hut

v
e
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they need to speak the nartlcular diglsct that you Jind in the
eizhoorhood, Thers are 15 or so stabes in India ard about
~Picially recognized, but thers are actuall

5 A g 2 A= Y = = e ¥ 7an ki Trdarnaata
hundrads of dialacts within thnat system, and even 1n lrdonesla,

here are at l2ast half a dozend Zistines dialactse & L =2luays
tried to pick somebody who spoke that particular dialect anidd
at place or very near it.

o this)

QT
-/ S

wnile I {ished around to get the rizht intersreiter wne
(=)

meant ah awful 1ot.

The regson for gpending a whole day say at a particul
(was _that gpu) . e Cy s it
place/dld mutn ore snat way than you did by visiting ten

vlillages in fen hours, becguse in the 2irst hour or s2 you
et hospitality, you get everything fraom coconuts to any other

[

local fruits that are growing, and flowers are offered ---zll

wne usual ritual hospitality -- but after two or thres hours
thay begin to Tall you what they really fhink, and there is
a tremehdous lot of folk wisdom:. - that.

One Thal countryman reported. . . he said, "0d2 pecple

these farang (- that's foreigher
them scra‘:c‘..n whare we dou't itch,”
QQR And that comes close Lo the heart of the makbiar,
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e

i remember sna $ime In Zgst Zengal during the flood ssason
i wanted to go cut and sse a2 coupls of the cliniles thers, and

[

ooded SENSERSRRIERY mayoe four or

Tilve Teet. GSo we went out in a rowboat, and we got out there

the whole countryside was I

+

£o a small clinic, and 1% was Just abova water level about 2
foot, and everything around was water as far as you could see.
Lnd here 1In the room with us were two of these traditionzl birth
attendants, I had with me 2 Zarczlass doctor who snolke good

v

English and an execellent interpreter. A storm came up, and thay

I sald -- they had alreedy USNESSSEENENEP coined Shelr icits
and werz very proud of them -- said, "What do your acquaintances

who don't have thelr kits say about you who have kits?"

“They say, you khow what thay have in those boxes? nives

—2q —
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rava, JNgtning was happenintg £o lower The winth rate.
e RN =~ ~zn = . - ‘ T lmet e TT = EEL T
oW ag 2ariy g3 1030, L head recommailded Lo UNLACES That us

-~ A - o - - L T B o P P . B S o~ e 1o s
apead nall our wmonzy o Tamily slammirng and the oihzr hell on

. 2 . 1 A T e I S, - Y PR, Ve L - I e ;
curative work, and I was laughed cown on ths ground that Iirst

it ‘

3 3 4 i - i A, § [ . TY G
thErz would b2 impossible -~ it wasn't the oolicy of thz U, -,
- 277 L mp e <= =i antETam arA o Aefm = i - S~ o arisr
2w eddl s R L=l [P o) ."_..V‘C-i - SEal LAND [ - ¥ g ad [ et ¥

Catholics cn the Zoard that they wouldn's ket i:f through, arnid
Thrze that we would lcocse donations, becausa a2ll the meney Ziven
to UnICEF, mostly by Govertmenis, was oy voluntery arnhual zrants,

atd there were wmany Catholic countries involvad, zome of which ‘
nad already specilfically said that if we got into anything

involving pirth control they wculd nov only withhold their

nealth and ramlly »lanning, for example. : . in the training
of nmurse-widwives, In Thailand we helged o train 3-4000

acgistant nurse-midwives and sent them out into pretty wall



were assigned to the provincial office, end there tney were
two-Tingsr typists and fthings like tThat, ingtead of zoing rcack
to thein woris, Zut we zot around tThat eventuzily, znd got Tham
ouc To <o Their real work, and gov tham goma Omigs.

give them some form of tranhegortatiosn, We coulen't afford to

o

give them Jeeps of course ~- thay couldntt afrford to buy the

. . , sucn. as
gsascline -- put we csuld give them small motoreyclas Ex% wha
. Japanese were turhing oubt, mopeds I think they call them in

thisg country, anhd wyou could duy those for adout 200 dollars apiece.

< T o e T [P 4 s T
S0 L hired a mah g8geciasly To BURSYViIED

ct

ha satup ¢f tnis

gpergtion, and he grrangsd training facilities, and we arrangsd

S

and that she would use one 1in her work, and that shes khew how
to maintain the vehicle,
Ang they went like hot cakes in Thalland, and vefore long
we nhad a coupls of thousand of them cut, and eveltually it
wnt up to I think four or five thousand.
The same thing strangely ehough happshed In Huslim Indonasia,
. Thegse vehicles weren't too useful in towns where the houses wara

g0 close to e;her, but in the country they could inerease by fronm

iy
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in 1t, but we [inally got that Jjoo dona.
had indicated to Hr. laurice Pate that 1 was about ready

te finisn wy joo which had been aifter zil

ty

and had turned sut to be 13 years, z2nd I was something like &
vears old then, 2and 2 Tegged wme to stary oh Just z litilis loihgsm,
But I nad an offer from the Population Council of wew York,
hich had oeeir hNewly started and wanzted to start susinegs In
hAtia, and which was looking ror gomepody TO aCt as resigent
representative, 1 Told them that I was ready to come with thern

an, outbt thenh he had a heart attack and disd very suddenly, and
that was a sighal For my release. I wes past U.x, retirenent

zge anyhow, and L had a gocd second man whe could taks over
territory that we had to look after,

_ CAhan

and a2 good assistant, Margaret BawR. ISryan Jones was the one

(o

Jor the somewhat r=2duce

I nominated to be my successor, anhd as his deputy Margeret Gaan,
2¥Wn, who was a wonderful creature of Portuguese-Lhinese
paclkground, 28xax who had come in orizinally as a refugee from
Chiba. By the way,she has written a very intesresting ovook

pudblished by dortorn, called The End of A World., She was the

cest handyperson 1 gver had avound. She was not only a first-rate
stenographer and secretary, but an axcellent administrator,
and she could mangge any office -- in fact could do anythin

that I could, and usually bstter. And together we made a very
&



some mattar

91}
ct
O
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[§)

-

a8 form of
my left side.
1 went inte

-

nd ¢

1))

A

g vary w2ll., 4 felt very 2as3y abdout

ter Mr, Pata's death I ztarted ocut on

v, windirg up 1ir. lorsa, and that was

» YNICEY pefore comiig hcmz to the States.
1T almost tuered out T©o o2 ny last

denly fell 111. I was traveling with
V... nurse, and we were leooiing into
The day before i felt acute dizccomicrt,

ich was 2 pain wnich was localized in

tha Tirst aid there at thz lccal nhospiltal,

ney gave me something for tummy ache., I went out, and

Tortunately I didn 't take 1t. I went to bed that night.

-

The doelor happened to be one of these strange creatures

wno gets up early
the morning or so
feeling well the

were in a little

&: Goodness,

Reeny: This 1lttle pain in my stomach was a burst appendi:

in the mornhing -- he got up at 5 ofclock in

-- and he was a 1little concerned about my not

. b

night before and he stopped by my iroom -- we

ho

R
%)

el

and found me in ped unconscious.

Just discomfort?

8 -
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Keeny: Just discomfort, yes. 0 bolle breaking cof any sort.
Angd peritonitis nad already set in, out ne and the turse pundled
me up and sent me off to the hospltal. Fortunataly ws were

rizht 1n Seoul.

Q: Did he khow what 1t was ?

Keeny: so. He took me over to the hospital, ald they examinad
me and found out very quickly what it was and operated within

£ he hour. The peritoniti

47

nad sprzad 11 over my middle area,

ang

the prognosis was very gloomy. Theytdlephoned down for my
deputy to come up, and he flew up immedlafely, and in turn he
called for my son to come cut from Washington, Fortunately i

happened to be the beginning of the weekend, and also fortunately
my son's passport had expired, so he couldn't leave, he couldn't

get a passport until Monday.

Hetalled the Surgeon General, and the Surgeon General called
the Eigh

L=

th Army, which then 1in South Korea, and the next thing I

knew I had a good part of the medical section of the Army

) read
descending on me, rSEX

gy to take me away. But I had been

operated on and I was conscious by then, and I was in an

emparrassing situation,

I was in a good hospital -- a teaching hospital where the

Scandinavians and the Koreans were worklng together -- and

2

T

-

aid, "If you can do anything better in the Arm§ nospital than

~a9 -
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they are doing here, take me away, but if you can't leave me here,

They looked it all over, and they said, "We can't do anything
more thanh we are dolng, but we can give some special equipment.
You need special drainage equipment.”" And they put special

pumps on me, because I had abscesses already formed.

¢: Perltonitis unattended will do you right in, wontf{ it?

-

Keeny: Very guickly, usually within 43 hours or so. So they

left me there, and ghanxIxmzmazd L became che of thelr most famous,
or at least notorious people whc had ever attended their hospital,
pecause when I came out from the operating foom I was in the '
recovery room for a while, and then they broughyme into another

room , S

It happened“that the head of the hospital was an o0ld frilend
of mine, and ne said, "Look after this man carefully, he is onhe
of our good friends."
I was out from under mJ unconsclousness, and they all
scurried away to get things, the nurses were all busy, all
about. It just happened that they were all owtef the room
at the same moment, and I needed to go to the bathroom. So
w : 1s one to do? One zoes to the bathroom. So I went to the
athroom, and I weﬁt inside and locked the door modestly,
sat down, and promptly -PQ{I: &sie;e}o « '
They came back, no patient. They had gusy Just been Iinstructe
to keep an eye on this patient like no other they had ever had,

— D
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and here he disappeared within 15 minutes! They looked down
the stairwell, they looked out the windows, they looked everywhere,

I heard the story afterward from one of the nurses whom I
came to khow very well,

Sne tcld me the whole story with much mimicry and lots of
laughter. But eventually theylfigured out that I must be 1in that
TrEKEBiE locked cabinet, and they had a boy climbd over the top
and put his head inside, and there 1 was. They brought me out.

I was in %Kgpﬂﬂfor seven weeks.

Q: Seven weeks?? TRylng to clear up this 1nflammation?

Keeny : The problem was that I hagrainage from I think five

abscesses and I had pumps on them.
Q: These were Internal abscesses?

Keeny: Un uh, and I had various tubes and a lot more plumbing
than any system I've ever seen, I also had one which I didn't
know about but which made 1tself manifest which broke through

by itself, "after I had been running a fever for three weeks --

a slight fever -- and they couldn't figure out what 1t was.
At first they sald it was pneumonlag -- viral pneumonia -- and
. they treated that, but the fever didn't go away. 1 was walking

up and down the corridor, when suddenly my pajamas were all wet,
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about a pint of fluid havling suddenly come from somewhersy
“fgis was a subphrenic avscess that had broken through.
But all of this horrid detall leads nowehere except To t
happy outcome that I 4id reccover after seven weeks or thereabouts.

I had vecome more of a nuisance ¢han an asset around the hospltial,

and they threw me out, IR -

Q: It made one terribly weak, didn'c 1t?

Keeny: Oh yes, I needed several months for recuperation. But I
fortunately had a place %o go. A chap who nad worked for me 1in
Italy nad a house over Iin the military section -- he was working ‘
for A.I,D. there, in charge of thelr housing section after he

had dointe the same ingt?al}_ 5 and his family nad gcbe back

on leave and hs invited me over to share his house with him.

And one of the nurses came over avery day to change nmy banhdages
and everything. After a couple of weeks there I was ready o

c ome oh back to the 3ftates, and spent about AXEIUEIE SiX wééks

of vacation and recuperation, énd then reported ror work to

Family Planiiing, to the Population Council,

Q: About that doctor who got up early in the morning -- if that

had not been his hébit, you might not be here, uh?

Keeny: I wouddn't be here.
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G T was a matter o5f hours in that case, wzsn't i%?

Keeny: 7Yes. I was there, and I finally rzspexkad reported o

the Population Council, and they said, "Mow vou will need a

neriod of fTraining 30 to spealt -- perhaps not training but

acquaintanceship. "

feon
I said yes, and they sald, "We'veathinking of three months."

And I said, "I've been thinking of three or four days. I
know the field and L Xnow the subject matter, Wwnat L do need
to know 1s what kind of methods you nave available, and L can

. read up on 1t In three or four days, or take the literature
along with me, 3Besides 1 am not golng Into the medical part
ayyhow. "

So we compromlised on that onh about thrse weeks, I think,
and when they pllsd up on my desk the things I was to read,

on vop was a pampnlet entitled, Who Was Condom ?

And it turned out thgy didn't know. Several countries claimed
him. But who car'ed?was my question  we yere there to do a job.

That was my difficulty with so many people that wanted to
do research for lis own sake instead of setting a target and

going after 1it.

. Q: Who started the Population Council, and what fubdd were

pehing it?
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Xeeny: The presidens was John D, Rockeleller IIL, and it was
nockefeller funds from various accounts there that were the
larger sources of funds. The largest single source I think
was from the IFord roundatict, and the iellon money through
various individuals, 5rand0ﬁ11d“eﬂ o Andrew Mellon, who also
gave., It was a very narrowly based organization,.
T was set up in the first place because they wanted o
d 0 something, but they didn’'v want To commlt The 21d foundations.
Family planning through birth control wasn't quite respectable
even then, in 1963, and what they wanted was what we used to
call a British agent type, someohe who could go there and do
the dirty work, and if 1t succeesded they would take the creadit ‘
for it, and if it falled they would ighore it and deny that
they ever knew.the mai,

But at any rate 1 was there, and I didn't khow for how lorng,

and they didn't know.
Q: What city did they set you up in?

Keeny: Oh they left everything to me. Asla was tabula resa

em. They said, "You know the country out thores, V& wantem

y

to €
particularly to start In East Asia, and we leave it to you to

find a basz. You work 1t out. You won't have much monay %o

spend, but we'll suppert you in every way we can.” '

And I was quite frankly almost =ntirely on my own.

Bod of Interview 10 w/3i. Xeeny by Peter Jessup, iov 1930.



