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MASS INFORMATION

. One of the activities of the Internatianal Children's Center should
be direoted toward education, that is, it should be orgamized under the
suggestions and conducted in accordance with the direotives of UNESCO,
which, we must bear in mind, is the specialized agenoy of the United
Nations for education, as well as for science and oultwre,
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The problem of the edupation of expecgtant nothers is a metior of
sorious concern to social workers in all coumtries., This problem is, in
fact, a very complox one, because it concorns, on the ong hand, the
cducation of girls in the secomd=yy schools- (high achools) and, on the
othor hand, tho edweation of axpectant mathers duwlng the timo whorm thoy
arc avaiting the birth of a child. Ncedless to say, those problems could
not be solved in tho zame way in the various countries, and groat ,
difforencos immediately appear according to the country, difforconces which
have to do, at tho samc tinec, with tho oducational standards and methods
in uso, both in the family and in tho educatignol Institutions, and with
the goneral diffusion of knowledge. It is, therefore, a problem which
concerns cdiuoators, parents, especially the mothers, and public opinion
in general (mass information). Some countries are primarily aonmccrned
with problems of Public Health. Qthers with noral welfare. 4 comparison
of difforent methods, policies and their implemontation in the principal
countries of the world is of major importarce and it would appear to bo
of very great valuc to organize a systom of exchange of information in
this connection, in order that each country may profit by the oxpericnce
of tho othors. These probloms arc of constant ooncern to the Staff of
UNESCQO, and they have already indicated certain suggestions in regard
to the work to be organitzed under their auspices at the future International
Children's Center, These suggestions have to do with the teaching of
home-making and family rclations {or domestid scicnec) in elemontary and
secondary schools, pamphlots, booklcts or other printed matters intended
for expectont mothers and for young mothers who attond clinic consultations
and dispensaries, the distribution of information covering progress in
child care, and attitudes toward children. This educational task rust
reach 211 groups of young girls in gedoral and workdng girl groups (factory
wor kexs, enployees, etc.)., It is a tosk which conocerns educators, welfare
‘workers, social workers, even womun work supervisors, and inspectors, and
factory doctors, much more thon it does the health authorities themselves.

This teaching problem rcally involves two distinct trends: firat,
general g¢ducation in everything concerning the normal ohMild ~ and in this
=~ormeotion it must be added thot wo are concerned not only with the newly
born or nwrsing child, but also with thc older child - and socond, -
informing the parents in regord to progress made, both in new preventive
or curative rethods and in the field of new methods of instruction. This
is one of the fields in which UNESCO could meke use of its cooperation @
with the International Children's Conter., This whole tasd must be accomplished
with & great denl of sidll ond good judgment, for any kind of standardization
must be avolded at all costs,
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and; on the contrary, an intelligent adaétation of general boliciea'
L0 nrtional tendensies and customs must be effected,

To this tagk of the Internstional Chil3ren's Center mist be

added the more general task of mass information, We have already reférred
to this 4n connection with activities and methods. Thie is, in fact, one
of the most important appects, as it involves an evsluation of the various
means of reaching the masses by favourable methods, among which thc press
and the radio are, of course, the most cutstanding, But wc must insist
upon another factor, Most of the agentles of mass information give out
very complete information on cconomi¢ and social problems which concern,
on the wholae, the adult part of tho population, It is worthy of note to

obsarve that the ysubluma of uh’.‘l.lﬂ; sn ars moot often uus.uautﬁ. Public

opinion in the mass, in the differant countries in general, is badly
informed on demographlc problems, numbor and rate of birth, the
difficulties brought about by doffcient, abnormal, delinquest or
abandonod "children ,etc, From time to time, sensational artiocles appear
in thc newspapsrs-about childrenl/s crimes or about the demoralizing
effect of certain motlon pioture films, but no seri~us information
reaches public opinlon, We feol that it is the Job of the speclalized
organizations of the United Nations %o suppiy to the masges of the
population of the various countries good, codtrolled, intelligiblo
information which will, 1ittle by 1ittle, facilitate in saech country
campalgns lecding to raal progross, This information will leod in a
general way, and as a genopal objective, ¢o e new effort of orgrnized
hn"h for nh*'lﬂvrn'n who are in neod of 4# an sffort n‘n! ch con be
undartuken on the" 1nternationu1 plane as well as on o national plano.
In countyies whose aconomio situation is difficult, the help available
from more favoured countries will be facilitated 1n this way for the
purpoge of improving the nutrition and the instruction of the masses
of neglected or unfortunate childreng A1l countrics will be in a
position to dorive benefit from the ingtruction diffused among their
population on proven methods to decrease oriminality or to -teoch deficlent
children. This mass information will derive its mnterial from the
Information Center, to which we will refer below, and will have available
means provided by UNESGO for the wide-sprend dissemination of rcliadble
information,

dn effort of this kind will help to put into effect, or more

exactly spaaking, to perpetuate the effork begun by the United Natione
toward a movemont of general care and assistance for the world's childron,

INFORMATION CENTIR -

4 numbor of Information Ceriters exist in various gountries om
children's problems, Statistics on disensc and mortality can be obtained
without diffioulty, It is possiblec % obtnin definite informatlon

CCI‘-ual"uqu,, for exannta (nc mnn'l-’q on #hnﬂn Pon@‘n mrv:l}r +n 411“.1‘1“\"3

vhat we have in minds, 1t ving conditions of children in Tunisin, cr the
efforts being made in beholf of huiielass children in Italy, cor ths
atterpt nade toward a survey of child dslinquency in Portugal.
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But how valuable it would be to have o ecnter at which the Information
suplied on these gquestions by the various naticnal and internatiofal
organizations would be carefully collected, classified, and then made
use of, put to advantage and developgd. These problems have to do
wn.th the psychology and the ethiss of family life amcng peoples of very
u-tut:runc rages, J.lVl'ﬂg wnder the most diversified slimatiz uuuda.‘u‘.«...mm,
and oculd thercfore be of value to the variows psychoe-pedagogical insti~
tutions and to institutions created for the study of peoples in eountries
having a civilization different from the Buropedn eivilization, A4 liaison
which dees nct now exist would alsc be established in this wey between
these various services of information, This work would illuminate the
eold figures supplied by health statistics and would make it possible to
use then in behalf of progress, Their dissemination for the informgtion
of the nasses, as mentioned above, would be of valus to the efforts of
private ageneies and of international org,anmauons,

EXHIBITS AND DISPIAYS

4 Center of tiis kind should by no means be allowed to
begome exslusively an inatrument of work for s small number of mexn, how~
ever weful that part of its tesk might be, The people itself of tn
various countries must partlcipate in the Center, It would be neuwcsSsepy
for that purpose to organize exhibitions of a very speeial kind ; some
of them, set wp at the Center itself, to be repeated and changed suscessfa
vely durm,—, the year, would show the work done in behalf of ehildren in
the various comntries of the world, showing the originality of method and
the progress effected by each nation 3 pthers would be mobile exhibitions
whish would travel, in some way, throughout the world in order to dissee
minate ideas and demonstrabe the most interesting accomplishments, Wy
means of pictures, talking displays, photographs, and motion pictm'e
films, These exhibitions would disseminate the work ascomplished by cack
nation and by the efforts of the various organisms of the United Na¥ions,



