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MEMORANDUM BY PROFESSOR G. HEUYER,
PROFESSOR OF CHILD NEURO~-PSYGIIATRY,
AT THE FACULTY OF MEDICINE IN PARIS,

'SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY CENTRE FOR CHILDREN,

The need for such a centre 1s now more than ever apparent in
Tlaa —‘ﬁe‘ N
The war and the many consequences have had a profound effect

upon thé itellectual, moral. and emotional development of several
m’1llion children.
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The sffects are such that it is essential to consider real
psychological sselstance for such children in addition to the effort
to supply food, which was one of the most urgent tasks in the immed-
iate post.war periocd,

There should be two principal aims:
(1) teo improve educational processes;

{2) to deal with the problem of delinguency in children,

(a) Normal Children.
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During thess years of sufferin 18, children v

unable to attend school normally, A situation has resulted in very
many ecountries for which no solution has yet been found,
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The problem is genarally still further aggravated in the

same countries by the shortage of primary and secondary school teachers
and the destruction of large numbers of schdol bulldings,

There is, therefore, a very serious gap in the education of
children whose intellectual development is otherwise normal, which
may in future make their adaptation to social 1ife and their employ-
ment much more difficult,

(b) Handicapped Children:

The problem is still more serious as regards handicapped
children, This i1s not a new question but was occupying the attention
of governments even before the war, As the result of a very wide survey
carried out in France during the wur, it was reckoned that there were
about 350 or 400 thousend French children emffering from slight deficlency.

Unless such children ere given special educational treatment, they
will later on be a usecless burden on the community. Moreover, it is well
known that many young delinguents come from among mentally defective
children,

Thus the consideration o P
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of curable defectives 1s now, even more than before the war, a matter
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of some urgency.

England, France, Switserland and the Scandinawian countries have
begun to make efforts towards this end.

It d be very b
ideas to be pooled to find a solution for the problem.

EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

The war and thc abnormal conditions it brought in its train have
snormously increased the number of children suffering from more or less
serious defects of character.

woul erv useful for this work to 0n-n'l"rl'| nated and for

A AmA W e e &

Bombardment, destruction, and the break-up of families have
cauged gerious emotional injuries in many children, the consequences of
which will te apparent for years,
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GHILD DELINQU.NCY,

As after every war, the same circumst nces have led to a consid=-

erable increase in delinguency. The number of delinguents has risen to

f'mn- times what it was in Prones bhafopre t
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it was in other countries.
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The problem of child delinqueney is thus mors than ever acute.
Various solutions have been suggested in different countries:

In England, thc .endency has besn principall;” to treat delin-
quents by psycho-analysis;

In the Netherlands, work has been specially conecerned with
eduestion;

In France, the problem has been considered mainly by Jjurists
and magistrates and efforts have been made to improve the fapproved
school!" gystem,

All these, however, are only partiel solutions. The problem
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studied by doctors, psychologists, teachers and jurists working in
collaboration. In this way, we mey eome to consider:

(a) heredity;
(b) the psychologieal or peycho~analytical make-up of the
patients:
{(¢) the influence on their behaviour of disesses contracted
or of glandu’zr dsficiencies.

Such research cannot conveniently be carried out except in a
large centre where representztives of the various European schools of
thought would be able to collaborate with one another,

In addi*ion to this research and observotion centre, there
would be one ur more rehabilitotion centres for the patients,

The era of the Childrents Court 228 the ultimata ap it
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the fate of such unfortunate children, must be regarded as flnlshed
and magistrates can take decisions only with the help of doctors,

psychologists and “eachers.
/The Child Welfare.....
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The Child Welfare Committees which have been in existence for
many years in the Scandinavian countries and have produced such gomd
results might be used zs a model in this respect to reform the law in
other countries,
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Those are the two tasks which seem to face us at the present
time if we are to help children whose lives have been profoundly dis-
organisad by the war.

It is obvious that the same problems are encountered in many
eountries and that it would be advantageous if they were studied at an
International Centre which tould suggest solutioms applicable to all.

It is alsp obviocus that the circumnstances Xesulting fror
war are only an aggravated form of phenomena to be observed in normal
times, and that the solutions which may be suggested will therefore
always be applicable,
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The followlng orgenisation might be considered for the Centret

(1) A permanent Centre in Paris;
(2) A courss of instruction snce or twice a year, which
- doctors, psychologlsts, teachers and maglstrates wauld
be invited to attend;

"(3) In addition to this course, there would be courses of
‘practical work in schools, "approved schools", and
specizl elinics in Frince and another European country;

(4) Meetings of experts, doctors, psycholosists, teachers
and magistrates;

{5) Hxhibitions designed to explain certain aspects of the
psychological development of children and to publicise
the work of the Centre,

The following cxperts migzht be askod to take part in this joint
woFk? '

M, Fontes Lisbon, Portugal
M, Lucien Beauvais Switzerland
Bevin Switzarland
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covering both aspects,

M. Tramer Switgerland
M.Mulonk-Hoavar Netherlsnda

M. Runke Netherlands
Mr, Denis Crxol United Kingdom
Mr, Glover United Kingdom
M. Beléa Padua, Italy

M. Dituglio Italy

M. Torstoenramen Sweden

Mr,“Trederick Hellen
Mr, Lee Canner
M. Heuyer

United States of America
United States of America
France



