
.-.

E/ICEF/123
AnnexI/F

MTMORANDUNBY PROFESSORG. HEUY7R,
PROFESSOROF CHILDNEURO-PSYWATFM,
AT TiE FACUL’MOF M3DIClNEIN PARIS.
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SOCI/lLPSYOHOLOWCENTREFOR CHILDREN,

The needfor sucha centreie nowmoro thaneverapparentIn
Europe.

The wsr andthemany consequenceshavebad a profoundeffect
upolith6 itellec’tuaI,moral-and emotionaldevelopmentof eeveral
r&l.Wxsohildren.

The effectsare &ch thatit ie eeeentislto considerreal
paytilogiaalsmeistancefor suchchildrenin additionto the effort
to supplyfood,wNch was oneof themosturgenttacksin the immed-
iatepost-warperiod.

Thereehouldbe two principalaims:

(1) to improveeducationalprocessee;

(2) to dealwiththe problemof delinquencyin children.

INTELLECTUALDEVEIS)PN13VT.

(a) NonnaLChildren:

Duringtheseyearsof suffering,childrenhaveoftenbeen
unableto attefldschoolnormally,A eituationhae resultedin very
manyCountriesforwhichno tiolutionhasyet beenfound.

The problemie generallyetillfurtheraggravatedin the
samecountriesby the shortageof primaryznd secondaryechoolteachers
endthe destructionof largenumbersof SCMO1 buildings.

Thereis,therefore,a very seriousgap in the educationof
childrenhose intellectualdevelopmentie othertisenormal,which
may in futuremaketheiradaptationto sociallifeand theiremploy-
mentmuchmoredifficult.

(b) HandicappedChildren:.—.—
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The problemis stillmoreseriousas regardshandicapped
children.Thisis not a new questionbut was occupyingthe attention

, of guvemmenteevenbeforethewar. Ae the resultof a verywidesurvey
carriedout in Franceduringthe wdr,it,was reckonedthatthereware
about350 or MO thoueand.Frenchchildrin-~fferingfromelightdeficiency.

Unlesssuchchildrenaregivenspecialeducationaltreatment,they
tilllateron be a useleesbunionon the corhmunity.horeover, it is well
know thatmany young delinquentcomefromsmongmentallydefective
children.

Thue the considerationof theproblemof therehabilitation
of curabledefective‘Isnow, tivennorethanbeforethe war,a matter

inf scnr.ti urmucj .
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of some urgenoy.
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England,France, switserlendemcitheScandinaviancountrieshave
begun to makeeffortstowardsthieend.

Itwouldbe veryue.efulfor Wa workto be oo-ordinatedend for
ideasto be pooledto finda e.olutionfor the problem.

EMOTIONALDEWLOPMIWT.

Thewar andthe abnormalconditionsit broughtin its trainhave
elwmsouslyincreasedthenumberof childrensufferingfrommoreor les8
Oeriousdefectsof character.

Bombasviknt,destnctirm,sndthe break-up.off.smllieehave
causedeerlousemotionalinjuriesin many children,the consequencesof
whichwillbe apparentforyears.

CHILDDELINQL12NCY.

As aftereverywar,t,hemme circumst..nceehaveled to a coneid-
er~bleincreaeein delinquency. ‘i3anumberof delinquenthas risento
fourtimeswhatit wae in Fr~ce beforethewar and to threetimeswhat
it tiaein othercountries.

The prwblcmof c$ilddelinquencyie thusmerethaneveracute.
Variouseolutionshavebeensuggestedin differentcountriee:

In England,tt,c.endencyhoebeenprincipa~ to treatdell.n-
quenteby psycho-analysis;

In theNetherlmde,workh= b.seriepecidl.yconcernedwith
“education;

In France,theproblemhasbeenconsideredmainlyby jurists
andmegistrateeend effortehavebeenmade to improvethe Sapproved
ochmlllsystem,

All theee,however,are’onlypartieleolutione. Theproblem
of delinquencyin childrencsnrmtin factt,ebrokenup andmustbe
studiedby doctors,psychologists,tyzchersand jurietgworkingin
eol.laboraticm.In thieWW, we mq ‘com~to caneider:

(a) heredity;
(b) thepsychologicalor peycho-analyticalmake-upof the

patients;
(c) the influenceon theirbehaviourof diseeseecontracted

or o? glcnduhrdeficiencies.

Suchresearchc.muwtconvenientlybe carriedout exceptin a
largecentrewhererepresentativesof thevariousEuropeanechool,eof
thoughtwouldbe a.ble t~ collaboratewithoneanother.

In ad~+.timt~ thisresearchand observa’,ioncentre,there
wouldbe one Jrmore rehabili.tati.mcentresforths patiente.

The es% ~f theCh~ldrenlsCourt,as theul&at.e arbiterof
thefateof suchunforttumtechil&en,mustbe regardedas finished,
sadmagistratescan takerlecisimsonlywiththehelpof doctors,
psycholagist6znd“eachers.

/TheChildWelfare..,.,
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The ChildWelfareCommitteeswhichhavebeenin existencefor
W Yearsin the Scandinaviancountriesandhaveproducedsuchgo~d
resultsmightbe usedas a modelin thisrespectto reformthe law in
othercountries.
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Thosearethetwo taskswhichseemto faceus at the”present
time’if we areto helpchildrentioseMv66 havebeenprofoun~ dia-
orgenisedby thewar.

It is obviousthatthe sameproblemeare encounteredin many
countriesehdthatit wouldbe advantageousif theywere studiedat an
InternationalCentrewhich.muld suggestsolutioasapplicableto all.

It is alsoobviousthatthe circumstances resultingfromthe
war.areonlyen a.ggravated formof phenomenato be observedb nor~l
times,and thatthe solutionswhichmay be emggeeted willtherefore
alwaysbe .applicable,

Thefollowingorgenisatf.onmightbe consideredfortheCentret

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

A permanentCentrain Paris;
A cours~of instructiononceor twicea year,which
doctors,psychologists,teachersandmagistrateswculd
be invitedto attend;
In aJditionto thigcourse,therewouldbe comaes Of
practicalworkin schools,“approvedschools’!,end
specialclinicsin lhvnoeand anotherEuropeancountry;
Meetingsof experts,doctors,psychologists,teachers
andmagistrates;
Exhibitionsdesignedto explaincertainaspeoteof the
psychologicaldevelopmentof childrenandto ~bl.icise
theworkof the Centre.

The followingcxpc<tsmightbo askedto takepartin thisjoint
worlct

M, Fontes Liebon,Portugal
M, LucienBeautis Switzerlend
M, Bevin Switzd.and

coveringbothaspecte.

M. Tremer Switzerland
M.Mulock-HMver Netherlands
M. Runke Netherlands
Nr, lknisCsfol UnitedKingd@
~. Glov6r UnitedKingdcm
M. Be16a Pa&a, Italy
y. Ditu,glio Italy

;.%%l%=a.llen
Sweden
UnitedStatesof America

Mr. LeeCanner UnitedStatesof America
M. Heuyer Prence
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