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Comments by Kul Gautam, Deputy Executive Director,

Interfaith Service 5.30-6.45 pm, Tuesday, 7 May


Creating a world fit for children is a universally and deeply held aspiration of all humanity.

Today on the eve of the Special Session on Children, we are all motivated by our common belief in children as the key to future peace and security.  Tomorrow, this inspiration will be reaffirmed as government leaders gather to carry forth the moral message that you, leaders of the religious community, have articulated so forcefully.


Our common voice resounds despite our differences.  We all regard children as a sacred trust of humanity. 

The sanctity of life in our religious traditions is the foundation of our common belief in the ultimate value of every child.  It compels us to act as voices of conscience on behalf of children. 

Concern calls us to act.  And shared concern calls us to act together. There clearly is shared concern, when 95 million people worldwide have pledged their support to the “Say Yes for Children” campaign, promising to change the world with and for children. 

That is 95 million people – most of them children and young people – who are offering an alternative to guns and missiles, and instead giving us a plan to ensure that each child has the chance to grow in health, peace and dignity. 

 
UNICEF and the United Nations system as a whole stand ready to build on this global movement for children to turn the goals and strategies of the Special Session on Children into reality. And we look to expanded partnerships with religious communities and faith-based organizations as crucial to this overall goal – to build a world truly fit for children.


Thank you.
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