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On the occasion of the opening of the Sumit Meeting of

the World's Political Leadership for Children, it is with great

joy that I would like to express my best congratulations and

best wishes to you. Excellency, and to the leadership of this

prestigious international gathering. I wish you every success

in this lofty endeavor.

The Summit for Children takes place at a time when

spectacular positive changes have taken place in the world

toward understanding and cooperation, particularly betweem the

two big powers. The cold war has subsided, regional conflicts

are being resolved through negotiations and great improvements

have been realized in East-West relations in the interest of

international peace and detent. Considerable progress have

been made in the disarmament process. And at the same time, the

fruitful efforts by the UNICEF for improving the life of world's

children, particularly in the developing countries, is a great

source of hope.

The Republic of Afghanistan believes that. in many countries,

efforts for the well-being of children require international

action for solving economic problems. Present levels of socio-

economic development is obviously not enough and there are many

difficulties that must be removed. What is required is commitment

\
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-to real growth. In this regard, it is necessary that industrialized

countries reconsider aid to the developing countries and their

trade and financial relations with then.

The Republic of Afghanistan have mobilised its Halted

resources to the elimination of the needs of the Afghan people

who have suffered vast material and Moral losses as a result

of the decade-long inposed war. Children and mothers are a

special target of this programme.

I an firmly confident that this gathering which is aimed at

relating human goals to the process of developments, will play

an important role in this critical juncture. The participation

of the high level delegation of the Republic of Afghanistan

in this gathering testifies to the great importance that our

country attaches to the conditions of children in the contemporary

world. The decision to sign the Convention on Children's Rights

is another testimony to this fact.

Availing of this opportunity, I wish, you. Excellency,

every success in the work of this prestigious Summit.

HAJIBUItLAH
Presidentrof the
Republic of Afghanistan

Kabul - 27 September 1990
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MESSAGE OF GREETINGS

TO THE

WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

BY

RAMIZ ALIA

President of the Presidium of People's

Assembly of the PSR of ALBANIA

Albania conveys its sincere greetings to the World Summit for Children,the

future of mankind. This Summit is a clear indication of our good will to help improve

their situation.

In recent decades,the situation of children has changed in a number of coun-

tries; conspicious achievements have been attained in disease prevention,reduction of

the illiteracy rate,improvement of their nutrition,schooling,etc. Each and everybody

rejoices over the reduction of infantile mortality rate and the increase in the children's

life span. This is confirmation of what mankind can do today. At the same time,how-

ever, we are witnesses of horrible facts arid grave situations which constitute a major

concern and which derive from sharp disparities and contrasts between the industria-

lized countries and the developing countries. The children do not enjoy the fruits of

the technological revolution everywhere. Indeed,not infrequently we are faced with a

polarisation among children of different strata of the population, and a good part of

them live close to abundancy but in poverty.

Bitter as it is, however, we have to admit that in many countries the

children - the nursary of humanity, are faced almost every minute with poverty,degra-

dation of natural and social environment,privation of most elementary rights,including

the right to exist. The figures published by UNICEF, which illustrate the reality of

. children who live in absolute poverty,who die mainly of diseases which can be preven-



ted,who cannot attend schools,etc. .are indeed shocking. Let us not forget that chil-

dren have been and still are the first victims of armed conflicts, natural calamities

and family dramas.

Proceeding from the motto that the future of the country depends on the

way children are brought up, Albania has considered them as the most privileged

part of its society,to whom major attention is devoted by the society and the family.

In tiny Albania that inherited but poverty and backwardness from the past,with a po-

pulation three times as big as that of 45 years ago, whose average age is 27 years,

the average life expectancy of the population reached 72.4 years in 1989 as against

38.3 in 1938.

Guaranteeing by law and in practise the ever better protection of children

and the fulfilment of their needs has always been of special importance-Albania is

signatory of the Convention for the protection of the rights of children - an important

UN document which defines the most urgent needs,the rights,fundamental liberties of

children for a dignified life.

Albania supports the United Nations endeavours tor the promotion and deve-

lopment of children,for their well-being and their rights. Its objectives for the year

2000 for children protection and care deserve proper attention and support. Their ful-

filment calls for just, effective policies and humanitarism.

It is an act of nobility to commit ourselves to building a better present and

future for our children. Therefore, let our ideal be their happiness,let us join our

efforts to accomplish this lofty humane objective.

TIRANA,September 20,1990



ANGOLA



Missao Permanente da
Republica Popular de Angola

Junto das Na^5es Unidas
New York

Permanent Mission of
The People's Republic of Angola
to the United Nations
New York

Luanda, September 29, 1990

Excellencies:

On the occasion of the First World Summit for Children, I am
honored to praise, on behalf of the Government of the People's
Republic of Angola and in my own name, the initiative to have this
important forum. I also wish to greet all its participants,
committing our best efforts to achieve the objectives of the
Summit and to implement measures to benefit the children.

We are convinced that the decisions to be approved will
contribute effectively to improve children's life conditions and
development, particularly in the Third World countries where they
face the serious problems of malnutrition and illiteracy, often
compounded by the consequences of war and natural disasters.

My best wishes of success in your work at the Summit, and
may it fulfil its intended objectives.

Highest Consideration

JOSE EDUARDO DOS SANTOS
PRESIDENT OF THE MPLA-LABOR PARTY

PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA
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Prfm. wntfr -. otfie. GOVERNMENT OF ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

ST.JOHN'S,ANTKSUA,W.I. September 2 0 , 1990
Tataphona: 809-462-4956M62-49S7

TELEX 2127

A "LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN" MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

I take this opportunity to reaffirm my Government's unwavering commitment to the development
goals and strategies for children in the 1990"% and to lend support to the objectives of this very first World
Summit for Children. It is my sincere hope that, following this Summit, my fellow Heads of State and
Government will translate into positive action the express commitment to ensure the survival, protection and
maturation of children as key elements in the socio-economic plan of our countries.

That the condition of our children is linked intrinsically to developments in the world, compels us,
their leaden, to pursue appropriate strategies to improve that condition. Thus, the efforts of UNICEF to
inspire greater interest in those social objectives that form part of the complex process of eradicating poverty
are indeed worthy of our support.

Against a haekdrnp at ecnnnmic crts« and rrmz-niwifanf painful refmrtnring vmAAm^ T gm pleased
to note that my Government intends to ensure that:

1) greater emphasis is placed on family planning;
2) maternal and child health care delivery services continue to improve;
3) universal education for all children is guaranteed;
4) AIDS education and prevention and the pricing and equitable distribution of ««Miir«l drugs are

assured.

With the relaxation of the hitherto onerous cold-wax tensions and the advent of peace and democracy
in many regions of the world, I call upon those nations, where a large percentage of GNP is devoted to
defense, to direct more resources to the promotion of initiatives aimed at achieving "development with a
human face." Furthermore, I endorse broadening of innovative and constructive initiatives on debt-relief for
child-survival, particularly the debt-swap trust fund that has been established by UNICEF in partnership with
the Inter-American Development Bank. Such initiatives are indeed welcomed in these difficult economic times.

Developing countries, burdened with substantial foreign debt, are finding it increasingly difficult to
maintain the level of resources needed for social programs, particularly those benefitting children. Moreover,
if the debt burden of developing countries can be reduced, then the freed resources can be transformed into
tangible benefits for the most vulnerable sectors of the population, foremost among whom are children.

On this momentous occasion, afforded by the World Summit for Children. I respectfully urge my
fellow Heads of State and Government to accelerate the process of ratification and implementation of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, to mobilize national and international resources to meet goals and
strategies for the improved welfare of children, and to sustain the various programmes even after the
achievement of initial targets and goals. WE OWE IT TO OUR NATIONS' CHILDREN.

(S&ySiA^
Verc Cornwall Bird, Sr.
Prime Minister
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I am pleased to provide this Message of support to the World
Sum*It for Children. The aim of the Summit, of giving the
world's children a better chance in life, is one which is
wholeheartedly welcomed and supported by all Australians.

Australia is being represented at the Summit by our Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Senator Gareth Evans, who will
endorse the "Declaration on the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children" on Australia's behalf. The Summit
meeting will also provide the opportunity for Australia to
express again our support for the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child. Australia has signed the Convention and
we intend to ratify it soon.

The enormous number of children who die each year throughout
the world for want of the most basic needs, of food, water,
shelter, and medicine, is probably the world's most depressing
statistic. The amount of unnecessary suffering by so many
children only adds to the grimness of the picture.

The purpose of the World Summit for Children, and of the
candlelight vigils that preceded the Summit, is to focus our
attention again on the real deaths and real pain that lie behind
the statistics.. This sharpened focus must then become the basis
of further action. The Summit should, we hope, generate a new
level of commitment to doing what can be done in the 1990s to
make drastic improvements in the survival, nutrition, health,
education rights and future of the world's children.

The Australian Government is continuing to give high
priority to the needs of children both in other countries and in
Australia itself.

On the world scene, through our support to UNICEF, we
provide funds (more than $A11 aillion last year) and work on a
partnership basis in programs in immunisation, water supply and
sanitation and emergency relief. Children are also a primary
focus of the bilateral, multilateral and research areas of
Australia's overseas aid program. In these areas children's
health is a particular concern, and Australia has upgraded
support for the World Health Organisation's Global Program on
Immunisation against six of the childhood ki-llers (measles,
diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, tuberculosis and polio).
Immunisation based on safe, effective vaccines is the single
greatest child health promoter apart from clean water.

The Australian Government is also continuing to invest
enormous resources in programs to improve the well-being of our
own chiIdren.
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ALL of the nain areas for action noted in the Declaration
(poverty, health, the environment, homelessness, education and
justice) are areas in which the Australian Government has been
and continues to be active. One of the Government's Major social
justice achievements has been to improve the position of Low
income families with dependent children. Substantial increases
in income support, in childcare places and school retention
rates, in accommodation programs for the homeless and in
educational and training programs for single parents are all
having a positive effect not only in ameliorating current .poverty
but in attacking the causes of poverty and its associated
problems at their roots.

a
The Government has also embarked on a range of policies and

programs designed to overcome the disadvantage suffered by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. New programs are
being developed to achieve parity by the year 2000 between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians in the crucial areas of
education, training, and employment. A similar approach is being
adopted in health.

Representation at the Summit by both the developed and
developing countries demonstrates the global concern about
children. Children represent the future of the world, but we and
our actions determine our children's future. He must all ensure
that our actions to help children everywhere continue long after
the "Summit ends, and by so doing ensure the very future of our
planet.

R J L Hawke
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The idea of a World Summit on the subject of the children of

the world is novel and would have been ^iatA -to 4wagine -even ten

years ago. Xt expresses the growing awareness-©f -the .Leaders of a

great number of countries, that the futur-e *f thei-r -nations

depends on the fate of their children, a cause which is worthy of

the most serious concern and deliberation.

The welfare of children has always been high on the agenda of

my country, where the relevant legislation reflects *he national

consensus that children deserve -the vtfNoet jptiefefcot-ioii* simulation

and assistance in order to live in ̂ a Jvappy* #©ace£uO. «nvixonraent

and develop their potential to the .fullest; extent. A detailed

programme of health inspect ion and i«suj>a*w3e, Sree e&ucat&on for

all up to the highest level, and strict laws against any form of

violence against and of exploitation 4>£ ohildffen are some of the

elements of a comprehensive framework 4;*v*t i« to -ensure the

well-being and development of children in Austri-a. £ince the

welfare of children is inseparable from that of their mothers, a

number of special measures, such as paid maternity leave are

designed to protect the whole family unit. In ld-ne with our

national efforts to safeguard our î hildtcea, w« ere âlso aware of

the importance of a speedy ratification of the International

Convention on the Rights of the Child by a large number of

countries. Austria intends to ratify this Convention in the near

future. . . > f ..-.- ••> • • r - ,-, -r • •: •-, •

While Austria is surely one of the countries which offer a

high degree of protection and poseUnlities-,to -her flfouog, we are

greatly concerned that even today so many children in the

developing countries die from preventable diseases, lack the most

elementary schooling, and face a life with -little hope for future

improvement. There is also the distressing <€ate of abandoned

children, children affected by war, children ̂ living in refugee

camps, and children trying to survive under a number of other

extremely hard conditions. These children are no different from
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ours, except that they happen to have been born in much more

difficult circumstances. They therefore deserve even more our

attention and care. I should like in particular to point out the

suffering of children affected by the "Gulf crisis, which

represents an immediate and urgent occasion for international

assistance and solidarity.

Improving the living conditions of the poorest is the most

important priority of Austria's international development

co-operation. In the face of the overwhelming needs of a large

part of humanity, our bilateral and multilateral contribution to

that effect will probably continue to look modest, although

substantial increases have occurred in recent years and are

intended to be continued. In this context, fShould also like to

pay tribute to the countless non-governmental organisations which

are making great efforts for the benefit'T$f'Children, such as the

many national committees for UHICEF. The Austrian National

Committee for UHICEF is particularly active in this field,

reaching out also into neighbouring countries. It also contributes

towards raising the awareness of Austriah children and parents for

the difficult situation of children in less fortunate regions,

inter alia through media packages W&ri&uted in all Austrian

schools.

Our children will inherit the planet We irfhafcit, and will hold

us accountable for the state in which they find it. It must

therefore be one of the major concerns of our times to allow

children to live in a safe and clean environment, and to preserve

the beauty and variety of 6Ur planet tor their benefit.
t -. - . ..-•• - 1 ... i . . ..• ,.-.* . . . .

On behalf of the Austrian government and people, I welcome the

Plan of Action to be signed on the occasion of this Summit and

hope that the additional efforts it calls for wilT'cbntribute to

the welfare and happiness of our children.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF BANGLADESH

TO THE UNITED NATIONS

821 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, 8TH FLOOR , . TEL (212) 867-3434-7
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF BANGLADESH

It is a natter of great satisfaction to learn that the World

Summit for Children is being held on September 29-30, 1990. As is

well-known* the objective of the Summit is to bring the highest level

of political attention to the urgent needs facing the children of the

world today* No cause is nobler than the cause of the children and

the attendance of the largest ever number of the Heads of State/

Government is a testimony to this commitment, at the highest political

level, around the globe* It is heartening that the Convention on the

Rights of the Child has become operational in record time. The Summit

has doubtless contributed to this*

The decade of 1990s began with unprecedented change,

possibilities and opportunities* We must join our hands together to

seize and capitalize on the opportunities that present before us*

The lives and the normal development of children should have

the 'first call* on society's concerns and capacities*

• . -.• {•

The situation of children in many developing countries is

worsening. But this cannot be seen in isolation - it has to be viewed

in the context of the problems faced by the developing world. Alleviation

of poverty and welfare of the children in the developing countries are

closely linked* We must, therefore, address the fundamental cause in

order to help the children.

A review of the past activities in the field of children reveals

that much has been done, yet much remains to be done and achieved.

Inspite of the remarkable achievements in the field of child survival and

development, the tragedy of infant mortality, morbidity and suffering

continue. It is, therefore, essential to maintain the momentum of child

survival and development. In this context we extend our full support to

the goals for children and development in the 1990s.
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The conditions and plight of the children of the Least Developed

Countries (LDCs) deserve special focus. A comparison of a few basic child

indicators like under-five mortality rate, life exceptancy, primary

school enrolment etc. comparing LDCs with other developing countries

will reveal that LDCs :^g Jfeehind t&ea ;\ty about 50%. Their vulnerability

and special needs rightly deserve specific action oriented programme

and support of the £fummit .and pf the International Community.

Despite various constrains and limited financial capacity, we in

Bangladesh are committed to the welfare and healthy development. From a

modest coverage of ZZ in 1986, Universal Child Immunization Programme in

Bangladesh has shown remarkable increase to the level of over 50% by

the end of 1989 and is expected to active the UCI target of 80% coverage

by the end of 1990. Combining other PHC services and establishing

linkage with family planning activities will further strengthen the health

delivery services. Bangladesh has also enacted law~for free and

compulsory primary education from 1991. Education for rural girls upto

Grade-8 has also been made free. A large segment of working children

remains outside the reach of formal education in Bangladesh. In meeting

the needs of these children, HPathsfcaii" schools have been set-up which

will be expanded to all the 64 districts^opfcangladesn.

-The Summit will go a long way to increase public awareness

which will have distinct positive impact in the current decade on the

lives of the younger generation and help build them a better future.
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THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
BRIDGETOWN, BARBADOS

TEL: 809-426-3179

PERSONAL MESSAGE TO THE CHILDREN
OF THE WORLD

FROM
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE L, raSKHE SANDIFORD, P.C., M.P,

PRIME MINISTER OF BARBADOS

The poet Williaa Wortfeworth once said: "the child Is father
to the nan". All of us go through the stage of -. childhood before
we become adults. But childhood is not merely a preparation for
adolescence and adulthood; it is a node of living to be cherished
and to be enjoyed in its own right, --

Many* however* do not make it through the fetal phase; and
many do not survive the first four weeks of life or through the
other phases of infancy into childhood^ In Barbados we have
sought down through the years to provide a high level of maternal
and child care to erase the factors responsible for such deadly
obstacles to survival.

Mother and child have access to care at hospital and health
centres throughout Barbados under our free national health
service. Children are immunized against infectious diseases.
Family planning services are available* Maternity leave with
pay and other benefits are available under our national insurance
and social security programme; Pre-school* nurseryi infant*
primary and other levels of education are available free of
charge mostly to all of our children. Welfare assistance is
available to families in distress, There is a programme for the
provision of housing for low-income families* Electricity4
telephone and pure drinking water services are available
throughout our country4 With a population of 256.9 thousand,
population growth is well under control, with a rate of growth
of 0*6 per cent; The infant mortality which stood at 29*0 per
thousand births in 1971 is now 15,4 per thousand births.

We therefore apply a substantial amount of our resources to
the protection, care and survival of children who are our present
joy and future hope* There has been undoubted progresst But
much more remains to be done. None of our children should die
from preventable diseasesk and no mother should pass away front
lack of appropriate and timely care. No child should grow up
without the love* care and guidance of a stable two-parent
family. Our children should be strong enough in character and
personality to resist temptations that will lead into the broad
destructive path of crime.- illicit drugs, and inappropriate



behavioural patterns and lifestyles. Our children should be the
beneficiaries of a stable family life and strong, positive moral
and spiritual values. All families should have access to housing
appropriate for the size of the family.

As children you have rights. But you also have
responsibilities, based on sound values, to your parents, to
other family members, to your teachers and school mates, to the
group to which you belong, to those with whom you come into
contact. Love, respect and kindness should walk with you always.
Learn as much as you can, develop your skills, shape your
attitudes, and protect your environment. Develop your potential,
aim to -do something positive with your life, and resolve to help
build your country.

Barbados joins with other countries In working for the
further protection, survival and development of the children of
the world in an environment of mutual understanding and peace.
If our children have a better quality of life, the quality of our
world will also be better. I consider the World Summit for
Children is a symbolic occasion for substantive commitment
towards the social and economic betterment of our children and
of our world.

^£J-^MM-
L. Erskine Sandiford

Prime Minister of Barbados
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For far too long in the history of mankind the child has been seen as
an object of private property, as an instrument of power, often for
exploitation, or as a source of purely personal happiness.

As the twentieth century draws to a close, we must see the child as a
subject in his or her own right and with his or her own legal rights. It is in
this context that the Convention on the Rights of the Child represents real
progress in the sphere of legal rights. It constitutes an important step
forward in the history of childhood and hence in our human development. He
recognize that the child needs specific protection. This was enunciated thirty
years ago in the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child : "The
child by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards
and care, including appropriate legal protection, before as well as after
birth". .-

Yet despite all the efforts that have been made in the legal sphere,
we know only too well that today many children are suffering, be they victims of
man's cruelty, or of injust economic and social conditions.

In the face of this major problem, I hope that this summit will be
able to come forward with at least four clear lines of action.

First of all, we must demonstrate the genuine intention of all our
-countries to ratify as soon as possible the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, bearing in mind the legislative processes of individual countries.
Furthermore, we must ensure that, after ratification, it is put into practical
operation without delay.

However, it is evident that legal rights alone cannot lead to the
attainment of the ideal sought by the Convention.

Governments, working hand in hand with political groupings, religious,
lay and cultural bodies and, above all non-governmental organisations, must do
all that is in their power to make public pinion - and by that I mean every
individual citizen - aware of the spirit"HwH the contents of the Convention.
They must identify the desired changes and improvements in the plight of
children and take steps to implement these changes. It is only with the support
and practical backing of a population which is squarely behind it that
governmental action has a chance of succeeding in an. area affecting so
intimately human beings, above all the most vulnerable, i.e. the children.

/ ...
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I come to our third line of action. We must insist on the essential
role of the family in policies pertaining to children. The signatories of the
Convention understood this well when they stated they are "Convinced that the
family, as the fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the
growth and well-being of all its members and particularly children, should be
afforded the necessary protection and assistance so that it can fully assume its
responsibilities within the community11.

Many of the deficiences and illnesses from which children suffer, much
of the behaviour which leads to their being rejected by society, have their
origins in the breakdown of the family. The family must, I believe, be the
centre of a child's existence where he or she is cared for, understood, listened
to and given unstinting support. Such a family is a source of strength for
society as a whole. It is not inward looking. On the contrary, it enables its
members to be more outward looking, to help others, particularly those less
fortunate than themselves.

As the humanitarian and development non-governmental organisations
have stressed, this objective must be pursued by, "strengthening the role of the
family and its capacity to care for children, developing family life education,
and promoting and supporting the goals of the forthcoming International Year of
the Family, "planned for 1994.

Finally, in the elaboration of specific programmes very great
attention must be paid to children in especially difficult circumstances,
notably children deprived of family care, abandoned and street children, those
with a handicap, those who are victims of abuse, be. it physical, mental or
sexual,, those who are victims of commercial or industrial exploitation, and
those deprived of their liberty and children in situations of extreme poverty.

He cannot allow ourselves to become resignedtd the fact that 40.000
children die every day of hunger and malnutrition, of disease, from lack of
drinking water and medical care, or from the effects of drugs. It is a
fundamentally immoral and unjust situation and we must do all in our power to
ensure that it is not allowed to continue.

Finally, there are children - and alas we observe this today - who are
drawn into armed conflicts or who become refugees. . ...

In this context I wish to conclude by making an urgent appeal to all
those Heads of State and Government concerned to resolve the present conflict in
the Gulf region peacefully and in accordance with international law. And
therefore the resolutions of the United Nations must all be applied without
exception.

If this path is not followed, if war breaks out, there will also be
hundreds of thousands of children among the first innocent victims. Let us not
forget this, let us not forget them.

BAUDOUIN
The King of the Belgians



Trop longtemps dans l'histoire de I1humanity 1'enfant est apparu
d'abord comne un objet de propriete, de puissance et souvent d1exploitation, ou
d'un bonheur egoiste.

En cette fin du vingtieme siecle, nous essayons de le voir surtout
corame un sujet, y corapris un sujet de droit. Ceat dans cette optique que la
Convention sur les Droits de I1Enfant repre"sente on progres gualitatif essentiel
sur le plan du droit. II s'agit d'une €tape importante danl l'histciire de
l'enfance et dans un certain sens de la sensibilite humaine. L'on reconnait a
1'enfant le besoin d'une protection particuliere, come le precisait deja il y a
trente ans la declaration des droits de 1'enfant des Nations Unies : "I1enfant
en raison de son manque de raaturite physique et Intellectuelle a bftsoin d'une
protection speciale et de soins speciaux, notaranent'd'une protection juridique
appropriee avant canine apres la naissance".

Et pourtant malgre ces efforts engages sur le plan juridique nous
savons tons aussi qu'aujourd'hui tant d'enfants souffrent, victimes qu'ils sont
soit des comportements cruel s des hoames, soit de conditions economiques et
sociales injustes.

' Face a cette situation j'espere que ce som*et pourra donner au' raoins
quatre impulsions precises.

•/$• :.o

Tout d'abord nous, devons manifester la volont£ de chacun de nos pays
de ratifier la Convention sur les Droits de 1'Enfant dans les delais les plus
brefs compatibles avec les legislations respectives de nos pays, ainsi que de
veiller a 1'application sans retard injustifie des dbligations -decoulant de
cette ratification.

Ensuite il me parait bien evident aussi que ces dispositions
legislatives a elles seules ne peuveot atteindre 1'ideal auquel vise la
Convention. Les gouvernementa, ensemble avec tovtes -lea forces politiques,
culturelles, morales, spirituelles et religieuses du pays, en particulier avec
les organisations non-gouvernenentales, devront developper une vaste action de
conscientisation pour que l'ensead>le de lr«pinion publiqoe et chacun des
citoyens prennent connaissance de I1esprit et du contenu de la Convention,
identifient les situations a changer ou a anrfliorer, et apportent 8fin«i leur
contribution indispensable. Ce n'est qu'avec 1'approbation et 1'appui d'une
population sensibilisee que 1'action du gouvernement aura une chance de succes
dans un domaine touchant d*aussi pres la personne humaine, en particulier la
personne la plus vulnerable qu'est 1*enfant.

... / ...
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Troisieme ligne de force : Nous devons mettre I1accent sur le rdle
essentiel de la familie dans une politique de l'enfance. Les signataires de la
Convention l'ont bien compris puisqu'ils se dlsent "convaincus gue la familie,
unite fondamentale de la societe et milieu nature1 pour la croissance et le
bien-Stre de tous ses membres, et en particulier des enfants, doit recevoir la
protection et 1*assistance dont elle a besoin pour pouvoir jouer pleinement son
rdle dans la conmunaute".

Beaucoup de carences et de maladies dont souffrent les enfants dans
notre societe, beaucoup de comportements .qui les marginalisent trouvent leur
origine dans le relachement des liens de la famille. Cette derniere doit fitre a
mon sens foyer de comprehension et d'ecoute, de soutien mutual #t 4* solidarity,
d'ouverture et de tendresse. Une telle famille est evidemment une source de
rayonnement. Elle n'est pas ferme*e sur elle ••too, mais read, ses mamhres .plus
aptes a aider les autres, particulierement ceux gue la vie n'a pas epargnes.

Conine l'ont souligne les organisations non-gouvernementales
humanitaires et de developpement, cet objectif doit Stre poursuivi "en
renforcant le rdle de la famille et sa capacity a prendre soin de ses enfants,
en favorisant I1education a la vie familiale, et en participant a la promotion
et au soutien des objectifs de l'Annee Internationale de la Famille" prevue
pour 1994.

i

Enfin dans 1'elaboration de programmes precis, 11 nous faudra accorder
une attention toute speciale aux enfants en situations particulierement
difficiles et notamment les enfants prives des soins d'une famille, ceux qui
sont abandonnes et les enfants de la rue, les enfants ayant un handicap, ceux
qui sont victimes d'abus physiques, mentaux, ou sexuels, ceux qui sont 1'objet
d1exploitation commerciale ou au travail, ceux qui sont prives de liberte et les
enfants en situation d'extr&ne pauvrete.

A ce propos, nous ne pouvons pas nous resigner a ce que chaque jour
40.000 enfants meurent de faim et de malnutrition, de maXadie, de manque d'eau
potable et de soins de sante ou des effets de la drogue. C'est la une situation
profondement immorale et injuste que nous devons tous combattre.

II y a enfin - et c'est helas d'actualite - les enfants qui sont
utilises dans les conflits armes ou qui sont re*fugie*s. ;

Dans ce contexte je voudrais conclure en faisant un pressant appel
aupres de tous les Chefs d'Etat et de Gouverneaent concernes afin que le conflit
actuel dans la region du Golfe soit resolu de facon pacifique dans le respect du
droit international. Et done les resolutions des Nations Un^es^doivent toutes
etre appliquees sans exception.

Si I1on ne suit pas cette voie, si la guerre eclate, ce seront des
centaines de milliers d'enfants aussi qui seront parrai les premieres victimes
innocentes. Ne l'oublions pas, ne les oublions pas.

BAUDOUIN
Roi des Beiges



• n<.

In de geschiedenis van de mensheld werd het kind t£ vaak herleid tot
een object van eigendorasrecht, van raachtsmisbruik en uitbuiting, of tot fcafc-
voorwerp van een egoistische geluksbeleving. --

Heden ten dage, op de drempel van de 21ste eeuw, leren we het klaft
zien als een drager van rechten.

De Conventie voor de rechten van het kind is dan ook een belangrijks
juridische stap voorwaarts, en voor het kind £n voor de menselijkheid van am*-
samenleving. :

Dat het kind nood heeft aan bijzondere bescherming, vormt
wezenlijke element van deze vooruitgang.

De verklaring van de Verenigde Katies intake de rechten van het
formuleerde dit reeds dertig jaar geleden als volgt: "het kind heeft van1

zijn lichamelijke en geestelijke onvolwassenheid speciale bescherming en
nodig, waaronder de juiste wettelijke beschermtng, zdwel voor als na 4*
geboorte".

Helaas moeten we onder ogen durven d e n dat, ondanks alls
inspanningen, nog vele kinderen lijden : als slachtoffer van economische mm
sociale wantoestanden of van wrede gedragingen van tain nedeiwns. ••••*•

Vandaar mijn innige hoop dat deze topbijeenkomst toch op *ijn mteat
vier specifieke impulsen zal kunnen bewerkstelligen.

Eerst en voora1 moeten we uiting geven aan de duidelijke wil van onae
landen niet a 11 een on de conventie zo snel mogelijk te bekrachtigea -
vanzelfsprekend overeenkorastig de wetgeving van elk land - roaar 66k om 4 B
verplichtingen die daaruit voortvloeien, zonder verwijl na te komen.

Deze wetgevende bepalingen volstaan evenwel niet ! Het gaat hier W J
uitstek om een terrein dat zeer nauw raakt aan de menselijke waardigheid, te
casu van de meest kwetsbare persoon, het kind. Sen actie van de polit&te
overheid kan dan ook enkel succes hebben indien zij de goedkeuring wegdraagt «•»
beter nog, de steun geniet van een bevolking die gevoelig is voor daaa
problemen en die onduldbare of voor verbetering vatbare situaties als dusdanig
herkent. : , •

De regeringen e"nerzijds, alle politieke, culturele, morele, spiritual*
en geestelijke krachten in het land anderzijds, moeten de handen in elkaar slaan
om de pub1ieke opinie, om ieder van onze burgers bewust te maken van de inhoat
en de geest van deze Conventie.

'*-3fB

... / ...



'̂ - Derde krachtlijn : de essentiele rol van de familie in een
:& kind-vriendelijk beleid. De ondertekenaars van de Conventie hebben dit goed
$ begrepen. Zij zijn ervan overtuigd dat, - en ik citeer - "net gezin het
•Jp**' basiselement is van de maatschappij, en, het natuurlijke milieu voor de
'%• ontwikkeling en het welzijn van al zijn leden, en in het bijzonder van de
|§ kinder en, en dat het als zodanig de bescherraing en bij stand moet ontvangen die
•0-, het nodig heeft om ten voile zijn rol in de gemeenschap te kunnen spelen."
«%-'•'

m : Hoe vaak leidt het uiteenvallen van het familiale weefsel er niet toe
W' dat het kind in een probleemsituatie terecht komt of naar de rand van de
H sanenleving wordt gedrongen. De familie moet - en ik benadruk dit - een oord
•*V zijn van wederzijds begrip en luisterbereidheid, van wederzijdse steun en
$£''/ solidariteit, v an openheid en genegenheid tenslotte. • <-•
& - ' ..ivj. '--••- /•: " ..' •

;£ Een dergelijk gezin plooit zich niet terug op zicbself. integendeel,
$&••': het biedt zijn leden voldoende draagkracht ore aaderen ,*e t heipen, die door het

lot niet werden gespaard.

* De niet-gouvemementele organisaties voor humanitaire en
*jf ontwikkelingshulp hebben volkomen terecht onderstreept dat het daarom nodig is :
ft* - d e rol van de familie en haar capaciteit o» eorg te ,dragen voor de kinderen,

te versterken,
- d e opvoeding tot de uitbouw van een familiaal leven, te bevorderen,

fv - en de doelstellingen van het internationaal jaar van de familie, voorzien
^ voor 1994, te verkondigen en te ondersteunen.

T w vierde en laatste krachtlijn. •. Lafcen : we avin , <©nze actieprogramma' s
speciale aandacht voorbehouden aan de kinderen die het extra moeilijk hebben in

3 het leven. En hierbij denk ik vooral : <*.•>< . . is:. t
- aan de mindervalide kinderen,

{ - aan de kinderen die geen familie hebben on voor hen te zorgen,
- aan de kinderen die verlaten zijn, kinderen .van de straat, letterlijk en

;; figuurlijk,
J - aan de kinderen die het slachtoffer zijn van fysisch, psychisch of sexueel
J misbruik of die het voorwerp zijn van economisqhe *n oomnerciele uitbuiting,
Z' - aan de kinderen die van nun vrijheid zijn beroofd,
l;'i - en aan de kinderen die in extreme araoede a even. . . .

Wij mogen er ons niet bij neerleggen dat «ike dag opnieuw 40.000
'̂. kinderen sterven wegens honger, ondervoeding, ziekte, gebrek aan drinkbaar water
,|- en medische zorgen, of ingevolge druggebruik. Dit is een fundamental imraorele
f:i en onrechtvaardige situatie die wij alien rooeten bevechten.

| En tenslotte zijn er de kinderen die lngezet worden in gewapende
i&/ conflicten of op de vlucht zijn. Een vraagstuk dat helaas brandend actueel is.
^ In dit verband wil ik een oproep doen aan alle betrokken Staats- en
v Regeringshoofden, om het conflict in De Golf op vreedzame wijze en met eerbied
£ voor de internationale rechtsregels op te lossen. En dus rooeten alle resoluties
Ly- van de Verenigde Katies, zonder uitzondering, wordao toegepast.
V; Want als er toch een oorlog zou uitbarsten, zullen ook en vooral

honderdduizenden kinderen de eerste onschuldige slachtoffers zijn.
: , Dit mogen wij niet vergeten !

Hen mogen wij niet vergeten !

' BOUDEWIJN
; Koning der Belgen
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MENSAJE DEI. PRESIDENTE DE BOLIVIA
LIC JAIME PAZ ZAlfORA

A LA CUMBRE MUNDIAL EN FAVOR DE LA INFANCIA
29 Y 36 DE SEPnOOKE DE 1996

Quiero congratular. en nombre del Gobierno y el pueblo de Bolivia,
al UNICEF y aqueilos paises que tuvieron la feliz iniciativa de
pro mover la realizacion de la Cumbre Mundial en favor de la
Infancia, no solamente porque coincide plenamente con los
objetivos de la politica social que postula mi gobierno, sino porque
es deber y obligacion de los gobernantes brindar a las generaciones
presentes y futuras mejores condiciones de vida y dignidad.

Estoy convencido de la necesidad de emprender un Plan de Accion a
nivel mundiaJ en la decada del novenia, que conduzca a garantizar
la supcrvivencia, la protecci6n y el desarrollo del nino,
particularmente en los paises mas pobres del planeta.

En esLe espiritu, el Gobierno de Unidad Nacional que preside ha
raiificado la Convention sobre los Derechos del Nino, ha elevado a
Resolucion Suprema el Plan Nacional de Supervivencia-Desarroilo
inl'aniil y Salud Materna, y a partir de dicho Plan, ha emprendido la
tarea de reducir a la mi tad los indices de mortalidad infanLii en el
pais.

Comprometamonos ahora a salvar la mayor parte posible de los 150
millones de ninos menores de cinco anos que, empujados por la
pohreza estan condenados a morir en el curso de la ultima decada
del siglo XX, y asimismo, a evitar las circunstancias que conducen a
la desoladora realidad de esta masiva mortalidad infaniil.

Hi injusto orden social de nuestro tiempo no se ha sentido
rosponsable de los incontabies sufrimientos a que estan siendo
condenados ios ninos del pianeta. Esta Cumbre debe marcar el hito
que scparc el tiempo de la indolencia del tiempo del compromise
con la infancia, particularmente con los ninos de los paises menos
desarroilados y mas severamente golpeados por la crisis y las
politicas de ajuste.
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Es mi deseo y mi voluntad personales, asi como del Gobierno
boliviano, dc contribuir eficaztnente con toda inicjativa que tienda a
eliminar el sufrimiento y el hambre de los ninos del mundo, el
analfabetismo y falta de oportunidades de los que son victimas, y su
muerte, ya sea por guerras o cualquier otra naturaleza de factores.

Formulo mis mayores deseos por el exito de esta hisi6rica Cumbre,
seguro que de ella emergeran significativas decisiones en favor de
la infancia.

JJf*
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GABORONE

5th October, 1990

THE STATE PRESIDENT

REFERENCE NO.PPO.16/4

Your Bxcellency,

LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN - PERSONAL MESSAGE

The holding of the World Summit for Children, a
unique event in the history of mankind is most welcome by
my Governaent and the people of Botswana. I wish to
extend ay sincere congratulations to the aen and women who
worked tirelessly to ensure that the holding of this
momentous occasion become a reality.

Botswana gained her independence twenty four years
ago under very difficult conditions. There were no
schools, hospitals, clinics, roads and safe drinking
water, especially for the aajority o£ the people in the
rural areas. The few facilities which were there in
peri-urban areas were almost inaccessible due to the *
absence of roads and the long distances to be travelled. I
The Governaent was therefore confronted with the serious
problems of illiteracy, health and nutrition. Having been
Minister of Finance and Development Planning at
independence, until 1980, I aa fully aware of the nature
and size of the problea aad the efforts our Government has
deployed over the years to seek solutloas to this problem.

I am pleased to state that 24 years after
independence phenomenal progress has been achieved.
Education is now free froa priaary to tertiary levels.
Our statistics indicate that 98% of our children have
access to formal schooling. Immunization against the six
child-killer diseases: malnutrition, turberculosis,
diptheria, pertussis tetanus, polio and measles is well
over 80*. Malnutrition has been reduced to under 1*.
There is clean drinking water in most settlements. This
progress has been achieved with the help and support of
friendly countries and international organisttons.
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We are most grateful for this spirit of cooperation and
solidarity. It is also important to state that the active
participation of the people of Botswana was very decisive
and will continue to be so. Right from the very beginning
the Government ensured that the spirit of self-reliance,
Mhlch is so much a part of our society, was promoted
nation-wide* Parents, therefore, play * very central role
in Clic »urvlval, protection and development of children
and will continue to do so.

Despite the many impressive successes, we still have
such work to be done. Our challenge Is to *eachrevery
citiaen of Botswana, to find out where the remaining
percentage is. We need to remind ourselves of the task
the world has set for itself. "Health For All By the Year
2000", and at the core of this is the child.

Xt is my fervent hope that the international
community will maintain the current momentum and unity of
purpose to ensure the full Implementation of the Programme
of Action. "

I pledge my personal commitment to the attainment of
the agreed goals and will do my part to ensure their
realisation. The people of Botswana count on the support
of the international community to supplement their meagre
resources to achieve the objectives we have set ourselves
at this World Suamit for Children. '

»• v »

?3Ut^f
Q.K. J . Masire •***-

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA

His Excellency Javier Perez de Cueliar,
Secretary General. '
United Nations Organ i sa t ion ,
NSW YORK
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t com grande entusiasmo que o Brasil
se associa a realizacao da Cupula Hundial da Cri-
anca. A oportuna iniciativa dos Chefes de Esta-
do e de Governo do Canada, Egito, Mali, Mexico,
Paquistao e Suecia, com a adesao universal que
mereceu, carrega em si a mensagem manifestada no
mais alto nivel polftioo*3e que o destino de nos-
sas criangas tera desde agora prioridade maxima em
nossos esforcos de cooperagao internacional.

Nao existe responsabilidade mais no-
tore do que essa. A qualidade de vida das crian-
gas deve ser a preocupacao central e o objetivo
maior da agao dos Governos* individual e coletiva-
mente.

O desafio e grande >e para enfrenta-
lo teremos de mobilizar todas as nossas energies.

Em todo o mundOf milhoes de criangaa en-
frentam quotidianamente a dura realidade da so-
brevivencia comprometida, da protegao denegada, e
da falta de oportunidade para o desenvolvimento
sadio de sua personalidade. Injustiga social, po-
breza e miseria condenam-nas a viver em condigoes
incompativeis com a dignidade humana.

Precisamos tomar^com urgencia acoes
efetivas para resgatar a irifancia do sofrimento,
da doenga, da desnutricao, do analfabetismo, da
desagregagao familiar, e do desabrigo em que na
maioria das vezes se encontram. Para isso, no
piano nacional sera necessSrib enfatizar a imple-
mentagao de politicas sociais adequadas, e no pia-
no internacional precisamos assegurar^ urn clima de
entendimento, paz e cooperacao1 *jue de suporte a
consecugao daqueles objetivos.

0 Brasil tern uma das maiores popula-
t e s infantis do mundo. Entre criangas e adoles-
centes, sao 65 milhoes de brasileiros. Para mui-
tos, a vida e desde o Drimeiro dia a de uma luta
pungente pela sobrevivencia. Anualmente, 250 mil
criancas morrem antes de completar o primeiro ano
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de vida; destas, a metade nao vive o primeiro
mis. Registram-se 120 casos de mortalidade mater-
na em cada 100 mil nascimentos• w

U m a e m cada qua-
tro criangas sofre de desnutrigao; 61% das cri-
angas brasileiras vivem em domicilios desprovidos
de saneamento basico. Mais *4e_ quatro milhoes de
criangas entre 7 e 14 anos sistao fora da escola e
muit'os sao forgados a ingressar prematuramente no
mercado de trabalho.

Temos de mudar radicalmente esse qua-
dro. Os brasileiros xpxermm veneer as injustices
sociais e a isso dedicaremos todas as nossas for-
gas, todos os nossos recursos•: oxis&.

Fruto de uma genuxna preocupagao
popular com o futuro das criangas, a Constituigao
brasileira estabelece que **e dever da familia, da
sociedade e do Estado assegurar a crianca e ao
adolescente, com absoluta priorj<3*de* o direito
a vida, a alimentagao, a educacao, ao. lazer, a
liberdade e a convivencia familiar e comunitaria,
alem de coloca-los a salyo de toda forma de negli-
gencia, discriminagao, exploratjao, violencia, cru-
eldade e opressao". 0 gfta.£u£jSKfjda Crianga e do
Adolescente, recentemehte promulgado, incorpora
o conceito de protegao integral consagrado na
Convengao sobre os Direitos da Crianga.

Lancamos um a^>lo programa -social -
simbolicamente chamado de "Ministerio da ^ Crian-
ga" - que incorpora proje*t:ps especiaisnas areas de
planejamento familiar, pro^sgao materna, atendi-
mento pre-natal, imunizagao, grevencao de doen-
gas, creches infantis, educacao fundamental, nu-
trigao, assistencia a crianga deficiente, e sanea-
mento, dentre outras areas. Zniciamos tambem o
mais amplo programa de alfabetizagao e universa-
lizagao do ensino basico ja realizado.

0 futuro de nossas criangas exige que
sejamos ambiciosos na fixagao dos objetivos e me-
tas de politica social. Com a ajuda de Deus, ven-
eer emos essa batalha.

FlUUITDO COLLOR



Brazil adheres most enthusiastically to
the World Sunmit for Children. This timely iniciative
by the Heads of State and Government of Canada, Egypt,
Mali, Mexico, Pakistan and Sweden - and the universal
support it has received - is a clear and unmistakable
message that from now on, and at the highest political
level, the future of our children will receive maximum
priority in international cooperation efforts.

There is no cause more noble than this.
Improving the standard of living of our children must
be the central concern and major goal of government
action both individually and collectively.

The challenge is enormous "and to cope
with it we must employ the best of our energies.

Every day, In all parts "of the world,
millions of children confront the cruel realities that
threaten their survival, deprive them of protection,
and leave no chance for the harmonious development of
their personalities. Social injustice, poverty and
misery condemn our children to live under conditions
that are incompatible with human dignity.

He need to take urgent and effective
action to rescue our children from suffering, disease,
malnutrition, illiteracy, family disruption, and
homelessness. At the national level, emphasis should
be placed on implementation of adequate social
policies, and at the international level, we must
ensure a supportive atmosphere of understanding, peace
and cooperation.

Brazil has one of the largest
populations of youth in the world. Children and
adolescents total 65 million, accounting for almost
half the Brazilian population. For many among them,
life is a dramatic struggle for survival from the
first day onward. Every year, 250T000 children die
before completing their first year of life; half of
these do not survive the first month. There are 120
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cases of maternal mortality for every 100,000 births.
One in every four children suffers from malnutrition;
61% of children between 1 and 4 years of age live in
homes without the most basic- conditions of health
and hygiene. More than 4 million children between 7
and 14 years of age do not attend school, and most of
them are compelled to enter the labour force
prematurely. ~-

We have to change this situation
radically. We must overcome social injustice and, to
that end, we will fully commit our efforts and
resources.

A genuine popular concern with the
fate of our children led to approval of a specific
article in our Federal Constitution, which reads:
"It is the obligation of the family, society and
State to ensure the child and adolescent - with
absolute priority - the right to life, nutrition,
play, professional training, culture, dignity,
respect, liberty, family and community life, as well
as protection from any negligence, discrimination,
exploitation, violence, cruelty and oppression". The
recently enacted Statute of the Child and Adolescent
embodies the principle of integral protection
enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the
Child.

We have launched a comprehensive
social program - named " Ministry of the Child" -
which, among other critical aspects, . encompasses
special projects in the areas of family planning,
maternal protection, prenatal care, immunization,
prevention of disease, day-care centers, greater
access to basic education, nutrition, assistance to
disabled children, and basic health and hygiene. We
have also initiated a comprehensive program to combat
illiteracy and promote universal access to primary
education•

The future of our children demands
that we be ambitions in defining our social policy
objectives . With God's help, we will be victorious
in this battle.

F O S A I T I K ) COLLOK
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BURKINA FASO

Mission Permanente aupres des Nations Unies
115 East 73rd St

New York, NY 10021
(212)288-7515

CITATION :

MESSAGE DE SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT

DU BURKINA FASO

A L'OCCASION DU SOMMET MONDIAL POUR LES ENFANTS

En cette fin du 20e siecie, un cons tat desesperant s'impose.

La majorite des enfants, en quelque point du globe que ce soit, sont frappes

de maux multiformes. La science et la technique ne suffisent pas a enrayer

ces phenomSnes, parfois meme, elles en sont les canaux privileges.

Mortalite forte, malnutrition, sante deficiente, analphabetisme.

Apartheid, abondons, mauvais traitements, exploitations sexuelles, consommation

de drogue, agressions caracte>is6es, insecurity, et , cette liste de maux, pour

notre malheur a tous, pourrait s'allonger indefiniment. *

Et pourtant, les enfants, etres innocents, dependants et

vulnerables requierent notre vigilante attention et des soins incessants. Car,

Us sont la vie, la flam me du foyer, le reflet du monde, I'avenir de i'humanite.

Travailler a la survie, a la protection, au d^veloppement de

I'enfant, c'est ne pas agresser la vie, preserver et consolideV les conditions

d'existence du foyer, bStir un monde me i I leu r et preserver aussi Penvironnement.

Les droits de lfenfant sont partie intSgrante des Droits de I'homme

qui, eux-m6mes, ne sauraient Stre garantis sans la sauvegarde des besoins
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vitaux, fondamentaux de I'horn me. Ces droits ne seront que proclamation tant

qu'un ordre economique injuste et aveugle poursuivra une logique d'6crasement

et d'ecartement du faible et du demuni.

La Convention relative aux Droits de I1 En font, dont le Burkina Faso

a participe a ('elaboration et a dirige la finalisation des travaux, est un acte

essentiel en faveur de I'Enfant, en ce qu'H lui offre un cadre juridique ideal

qui jalonnera son parcours vers son bien-£tre social.

Le Sommet Mondial pour I'Enfant, dont je salue la tenue et auxquel

je transmets les voeux du Peuple Burkinab£, am6nera, nous I'espeYons, la

Communaute Internationale a* prendre da vantage conscience des probl&nes de

I'Enfant et a" avancer des solutions durables et heureuses.

Le contexte dans lequel se tient 4e Sommet est a I1 image de la

situation de I'Enfant, un cons tat desesperant aprds une formidable vague d'espoir

et cependant le sentiment et la conviction tenaces que I'espoir doit vaincre pour

que demain soit possible.

Le Burkina Faso a d6ploye des efforts incessants et sou ten us dans

la definition de strategies et la mise en oeuvre de programmes d'envergure pour

une reelle protection et promotion de I'Enfant.

Pour I'Entant, pour Phumanite, I'espoir existe si nous arrivons

a promouvoir toutes les dimensions du developpement, ja cultiver \a fraternite

et la solidarity entre les Peuples.

i = V • -.

LA PATRIE OU LA MORT, NOUS VAINCRONS !

-CAPITAINE BLAISE COMPAORE
PRESIDENT DU FRONT POPULAIRE,
CHEF DE L'ETAT,
CHEF DU GOUVERNEMENT.

FIN DE CITATION"
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REPIJBLIOUE DU BURUNDI MISSION PERMANENTE

DE LA REPUBUQUE DU BURUNDI
AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES

675 THIRD AVENUE
ROOM 2804

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
Tel: (212) 687-1180

REPUBL1KA YTJBURUND1

"CITATION : MESSAGE DE SON EXCELLENCE MONSTETO LE PRESIDENT

DE LA REPtTBLIQUE VU BTTROTDI A L'OCCASrON DtT SOMMET MONDIAL

DE L'ENFANCE

Au moment ou plus de soixante-dix Chefs d'Etat ou de
Gouvernement des pays membres des Nations Unies sont reunis a
New York pour appeler de nouveau l'attention de tous les pays sur
la necessite de proteger et de preserver les generations presentes
et futures, il m*est particulierement agreable d'exprimer mon
soutien personnel ainsi que celui du Gouvernement du Burundi au
SommeC Mondial de 1'Enfance„

Je voudrais eealement rendre un vibrant hommage aux
Sminents Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvernement du Canada, de l'Egypte,
du Mali, du Mexique, du Pakistan et de la Suede oour cette heureuse
initiative.

L'idee de cette rencontre au Sommet ainsi que les efforts
deployes par les organisateurs tSmoignent de la ferme volonte de
ces eminentes personnalites et de celles qui se sont jointes a
elles de sauvegarder et de respecter un des principes de la Charte
des Nations Unies, celui de "preserver les generations futures".

Le Sommet Mondial de I1Enfance vient a propos, car si les
soins et la protection des enfants sont une pratique et un devoir
moral enracin£s dans la sagesse et la culture de nos societes, il
n'en reste pas moins que les probiernes de ,1'heure, tels que la
guerre, la violence, le sous-developoement. l'endettement, la
degradation de 1'environnement peuvent distraire l'attention des
dirigeants et des decideurs politiques quant a la nature speciale
de l'enfant et a son rSle determinant pour l'avenir de ce monde.

En effet, la dgcennie qui vient de se terminer a Ste"
caracterisee par la crise et la dette et divers probiernes economi-
ques, ce qui a force" certains gouvernements a" adopter des mesures
d'ajustement economique a court terme au detriment d'un developpemem
durable a plus long terme dont les consequences touchent surtout
les groupes les plus vulnerables dont les enfants et les femmes en
prenn* er 1 iev .

..o/2
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II importe done que nous saisissions cette occasion pour
renouveler lfengagement de tout un chacun a adopter U s strategies
audacieuses oour la survie, la protection et le developpement des
enfants, eux qui sont l'avenir de ce monde.

D'enormes possibility s'off rent £ nous en ce moment:
nous avons des connaissances, des techniques et des ressources.
Rien ne manque pour pouvoir prendre des decisions sages et investir
nos energies en connaissance de cause pour faiTe bSngficier les
generations futures des chances exceptioonelles dont nous disposons.

Je suis, quant a* moi, convaiacu que nous pouvons reussir
cette entreprise si nous faisons vreuve de courage et de perspica-
city necessaires, et si nous osons regarder ati-delS des limites
etroites des frontieres nationales et des disciplines scientifiques
particulieres»

Faisons de nos enfants le pillier d'un developpement durable.

Nous devons consentir un effort paxticulier ,pour proteger
la -vie et le dgveloppement des enfants afin de leur "offrir un
heureux avenir"a

Le Burundi qui vient de ratifier la Convention relative aux
droits de l'enfant prend aujourd'hui un enaagement solennel a tout
mettre en oeuvre pour assurer 1'application des dispositions de
cette Conventiono

C'est aussi 1'occasion pour moi de renouveler 1'engagement du
Gouvernement du Burundi a poursuivre les. efforts entrepris pour
assurer la vaccination a tous les enfants Sges de 0 a 5 ans pour
que la couverture atteigne, d'ici a l'tn 2000* un taux de 90%»

Avant de terminer, je voudrais saisir cette occasion pour
exprimer nos sinceres felicitations ainsi que la profonde gratitude
du Gouvernement du Burundi au Fonds des Nations Unies pour 1'Enfance
pour son appui permanent et agissant a la cause de l'enfance.

Je voudrais enfin exprimer le souhait de voir ce Sommet
Mondial de 1'Enfance prendre dee engagements ^concrets pour attenuer
les handT cans m€dir*aux et flocuux dont *ont afflig§s dSs leur
naissance des millions d'enfants«

BUJUMBURA, le 21 Septembre 1990

Pierre BUYOYA,
President de la RSpublique du Burundi«

FIN DE CITATION"
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REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON
PERMANENT MISSION TO THE

UNTIED NATIONS

FtEPUBLIQUE DU CAMEROUN
MISSION PERMANENT! AUPRES DES

NATIONS UNIES

On the occasion of the World Summit for Children, the

people and Government of Cameroon are happy to convey their

continuing support for Unicef and its remarkable global effort in

enhancing the well being of children under varied circumstances.

They would further like to extend their gratitude to the

Secretary General of the United Nations, His Excellency Javier

Perez de Cuellar, the initiators of the Summit and the Summit

Secretariat for having played pivotal roles in the organisation of
major undertaking.

this/ We hope that the objectives of the Summit which Cameroon fullj

endorses, would further mobilise political commitment to the

protection, survival and development of cJMsWtn^n^in the 1990's.

INARY AND

PLENIPOTENTIARY,

PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CAMEROON

TO THE UNITED NfATIONS.
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Canada
CANADA'S NATIONAL STATEMENT

Message from Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney

On behalf of the Government of Canada, I am pleased to make
this national statement on the occasion of the World Summit for
Children.

Canada has worked hard to achieve a high standard of
physical, mental and social well-being and economic security for its
children. Canadians believe that this economic security is
inextricable from that of the children's parents and of the family as
a whole. Federal, provincial, territorial and municipal governments
invest substantial resources in promoting this well-being which,,
together with the contributions of. NGOsrf mobilize communities and
enable children to profit more fully from other influences such as
culture, family life, education and play.

Canada has a publicly-funded, universal system of health
insurance, which ensures that all Canadian children have access to
health care. Vaccine-preventable infectious diseases have been reduced
through public immunization programs. For mothers, quality prenatal
and perinatal care is readily available. Legislation has established
standards for food and guidelines for safe drinking water.

Governments in Canada promote healthy lifestyles through
regular fitness activities and healthy eating habits:; they discourage
smoking and drug and alcohol abuse. Canada has set safety standards
for clothing, toys and playground equipment*

A program of family, allowances an$ the taxation system offer
benefits to all needy families with children. All provinces and
territories have social assistance programmes that aid all families
whose financial resources are inadequate. In addition, governments in
Canada have developed housing for low-income families with children.

A range of child care services to assist working parents is
also funded by governments in Canada. Provincial child welfare
agencies and services protect children in the event of family
breakdown.

Governments finance education, which, is compulsory for all
children in Canada. Regulatory measures ensure that the Canadian
broadcasting and communications industries respond to the best
interests of children.

Although Canada has accomplished a great deal for its
children, significant challenges remain. The ideals toward which we
strive are at times compromised by the legacy of past actions or the
reality of present circumstances. Too many children still grow up in
families whose incomes remain too low. These children are at greater
risk ofr poor health, often do poorly at school and have fewer
opportunities for social and cultural development.
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Children from aboriginal families are particularly
disadvantage. Although improving, the incidence of . poor health and
the rates of low income, illiteracy and suicide are far higher for
aboriginal children than for other Canadian children. Similarly, the
unique circumstances of children in low-income families, immigrant
families and children with disabilities have yet to be fully
accommodated within Canada's current resources.

Although Canada supports a range of child care services,
there are families whose child care needs are not yet adequately met.
The need for a variety of child care services continues to grow as the
composition of Canadian families changes and more women join the paid
labour force.

Canada has legislation and a network off services in place to
protect children who have been neglected or subjected to physical,
sexual or emotional abuse. However, prevention must be emphasized to
ensure that all children live free from these threats. Similarly,
appropriate ways must be found to respond to tt*e needs of children who
run away from their homes and live on the streets.

Canada needs to find better ways to reduce the incidence of
injuries among children. As well, the problem of infants born with
AIDS requires urgent attention. Alone, and in cooperation with other
nations, Canada must also take steps to protect the environment to
ensure that all children inherit a less polluted world.

Canada's attention is not restricted to domestic concerns
alone. Canadians care about the lives children lead, wherever they
live. Internationally, Canada remains committed to supporting efforts
to meet basic needs of children in developing countries in the areas
of health, education and nutrition. In cooperation with other levels
of government and non-governmental organizations, Canada will dedicate
approximately $2 billion (Canadian) over the next 5 years towards the
amelioration of suffering in all corners of the world. Our
involvement as one of the six initiators of the global Summit bears
witness to this larger commitment to'tha well-being of children
everywhere. • • -' " ' ~A "^''" : ' '

The World Summit for Children offers Canada an opportunity
to reaffirm our determination to resolve these and other challenges.
I hope that the leaders gathered at the Summit will underline their
desire to accelerate the pace of social change in accordance with the
principles of humanitarianism, tolerance and justice embodied in the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of "th* Child. My Government
will pursue the legal procedures required in our federal system with a
view to early ratification of the Convention.



Canada
DECLARATION HATIOHALE DU CANADA

Message du Premier Ministre
Brian Mulroney

A 1'occasion du Sonmet mondial pour les enfants, j'ai le plaisir
de faire cette declaration nationale au nom du gouvernement du Canada.

Le Canada n»a menage aucun effort pour offrir a nos enfants ce
ou'il Y a de mieux en matiere de bien-etre physique, materiel et social et
de securite economique. Les Canadiens estiaent «que cette securit*
economique est indissociable de celle des parents, et de celle de la
faaille, prise dans son ensemble. Les gouvernements federal, provinciaux,
territoriaux et municipaux investissent des ressources considerables dans
la promotion du bien-etre des enfants. Ces ressources, auxquelles
s'ajoutent les contributions d'ONG, «obilisent les communautes et
beriettent aux enfants de profiter plus pleinement d'autres facteurs qui y
co™ibuent tels la culture^ la vie de famille, les etudes et les 3eux.

Le Canada est dote d'un regime universel d'assurance-maladie
finance par 1'fitat qui garantit & tous les enfants canadiens l'acces aux
soiw medicaux. La friqience des maladies infectieuses qu'il est possible
de prevenir par la viccination a et* reduite fiflce a des programmes
public. S^imaunisation. Les meres et les futures meres P ^ ^ ^ ^ s
avoir acces a des soins prenatals et perinatals. Les lois prfvoient des
normes alimentaires et des lignes directrices sur 1'eau potable salubre.

Les qouvernements du Canada encburagent la population a adopter
un mode de vie sain, notamment •nifalsanti**gullerement ^ «P0^ et en
ayant de bonnes habitudes alimentaires; ils «coura<rent !• «•£•£•••;
einsi que la consommation abusive de drogues et d'alcool. Le Canada a
fttabli des normes de securite pour les vet*ments, les jouets et le
materiel de terrains de jeu.

Le programme d•allocations familial** et le regime fiscal
off rent des avantages a toutes les families demunies. Les P « ^ n « s " ^
i « t^rritoires sont tous dotes de pro«ammes d'aide sociale qui
i^ddre^nt01 "ux ramille. - dont le./ ̂ Sspurce. financUres sont
insuffisantes. Par ailleurs, les gouvernements fallens °^€C

f?es
construire des logements destines aux families a faible revenu avec les
enfants.

Nos gouvernements financent egalement^ toute une gamme de
services de garderie pour aider les parents gui travaillent. Les
or«n!wes et les services provinciaux d - aide sociale a 1-enfance
protegent les enfants en cas d'eclatement de la famille.

Les qouvernements financent l'enseignement, qui est obligatoire

de la communication oeuvrent dans l'interet des enfants.
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S'il est vrai que le Canada a beaucoup fait pour nos enfants, il
rest* des defis de taille a relever. Notre progression vers I1ideal est
parfois compromise par lea aequellea de nos actions passes ou par les
iirconstancee conjoncturelles. Trop d'enfants sont encore elevts dans des
families dont le revenu est insuffisant. Ces enfants sont plus exposes
aue d'autres aux problemes de aante, ils ont d « reaultata inaatisfaisants
a l'ecole, et leurs possibility d'epanouissement social et cultural sont
limiteea. Las enfants de families autochtones comptent au nombre des plus
defavorises. La situation s'ameliore, mais malgr* tout, les problimes de
sant*? d-insuffisance des revenu., d•analphabetisme et*e suicide sont
netteient plus frequents chez les enfants autochtones qua chez les autres
enfants Canadians. Parallelement, les ressources dont dispose le Canada
ne lui ont pas encore permis de rApondre entierement aux besoins
particuliers des enfants de families 4 faible revenu, des enfants
d1immigrants et des enfants handicap**.

Le Canada a beau appuyer un .certain nombre de .services de
garderie, il existe encore des families dont les besoins en la matiire ne
sont satisfaits qu'en partie ou pas du tout. La necessite d'offrir des
services de gardirie varies se fait de plus en plus pressante, d'autant
plus mie la composition des families canadiennes change alors que les
famines sont de plus en plus nombreuses a occuper des emplois renumeras.

Le Canada a mis en place des lois et un reseau de services
orientes vers la protection des enfants victimes de negligence ou d'abus
physiques, sexuels ou psychologiques. Kais il faut insister sur la
pr«ventioA pour que tousle* enfant, solent * l'abri de ce genre de
Senaces. Dan. le meme ordre d«id«e., il *aut trouver des moyens
approprie. pour r*pondre aux besoin. ., 4«* i««ne^| ^ugueur. qui devxennent
de. "enfant, de. rue.11.

Le Canada doit ab.olument ttre en mesure de reduire davantage le
taux de traumatiMM. chez le. • •nfanttf,-. ?» 2at*f noua. ,"•JSJ n o?!
attaquer .an. delai au problem* des enfalfir-Vil- 6«i*«Kit evec le SIOA. Le
Canada doit, »eul et en collaboration avec d'autre. pay., prendre des
mesure. de protection de l'environnement pour que no. enfant. pui»sent
grandir dans un monde moins pollue.

Notre attention ne se limite pas,a notre situation nationale.
Le. canadien. ont a coeur 1* bien^*tre de.* enfant. ©CHju'il. «<>i«n5- Je
Canada est fermement resolu a appuyer et 4 promouvoir les efforts
d^envergur. Internationale qui sont deploy*, pour rtpondre aux besoins
fondamentaux des enfants dans les pays en developpemwit «ur le plan de la
iante, de l-idnemtion et d. !•alimentation. Avec d'autre. palier. de
aouvernement et le. organisations non gouvernementale.^interessees, le
Canada consacrera au cour. dea cinq prochaines annees environ deux
milliard, de dollars - Canadians - 4 l'allegement de. .ouffranees dans le
monde entier. Le fait que nous soyons l'un des six pays promoteurs du
Sommet mondial tamoigne de cat engagement envera le bien-etre de tous les
enfants de la planete.

Le Sommet mondial pour les enfants offre au Canada 1*occasion de
reiterer la promesse qu'il a faite de relever ces dtfis et d1autres
encore. J'espere que les leaders rtunis au Sommet feront une large place
4 leur desir d'accelerer le progre. social an aouscrivant aux principes
d'humanite, de tolerance et de justice dont s1inspire la Convention
relative aux droits de I1enfant. Mon gouvernement s1occupera des
procedures juridiques exigees par notre systeme federal en vue d'une
ratification rapide de la Convention.
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Santiago, 22 d« septieabre de 1990

Excenlentlsiao Seftor
Jaaes P. Grant
Director Ejecutivo del rondo de las Naclones Unidas
para la Infancia (UNICEF)
Nueva York

Con aotivo dt la celebraci6n d« la Cuabre Hundial de la
Znfancia reciba Vuestra Excelencia nuestro aensaje dt apoyo y
compromiso con esta iniciativa, qut por »u significado y
proyecciones estaaos ciertos se constituiri tn un ejeaplo qut
sabran valorar las generaciones del future nutstro niftos de
hoy.

Para ai gobierno ts un asunto prioritario •! promovtr y
cautelar los interests de los nillot, as! COBO SU derecho
inalienable al aas pleno desarrollo de sus capacidades y
potencialidades. La salud y el bienestar del hoabre son los
obietivos priaordiales del desarrollo, ocuparse de la salud de
los niflos es una contribuci6n dl recta al desarrollo
socioecon6aico, puts to qut la salud del nifio es la clave de la
salud del adulto.

Nuestro pais exhibe una larga histbria dt preocupacidn
por la salud del niHo y de la aujer. Es asi coao las altas
coberturas aleanzadas por sus prograaas aaterho-infantiles, se
reflejan en la tendencia sostenida de aejoraaiento de los
indicadores biomedicos, independiente de las condiciones
sociales, econoaicas y politicas que ha experiaentado el pais
en los ultiaos aftos.

Sin eabargo, no puede dejar de aencionarse el iapacto que
la crisis econoaica que ha vivido el pais ha tenido en las
condiciones de vida de las faailias de los grupos aas
despostidos, lo que ha repercutido particularaente en los niflos
que pertenecen a faailias aarginales, rurales, que viven bajo
condiciones precarias, lo que los hace mis vulnerables desde
el punto de vista bioldgico y psicosocial.

La crisis econfiaica tambiin se ha refltjado en una
reducci6n iaportante del gasto publico en salud, lo que ha
iapactado negativamente en los niveles de atencifin dt salud de
aayor complejidad, ocasionando en los ultimos axlos una
tendencia al deterioro de algunos indicadores como mortalidad
infantil y, particularaente, un coaponente de esta: la
mortalidad neonatal.
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El gobierno da Chilt tstft adtcuando las politicas dt salud

a una nutva realidad, considtrando qut todavia el sistena
tstatal dt talud ts rtsponsablt dt la attncifin dt la aayor
partt dt la poblacidn y qut tstt aisao sisttaa ha ttnido
dcttrioros dt invtrsiftn durantt los ultiaos allot qut pontn tn
ptligro la calidad dt tus strvicios y la acctsibilidad dt tttos
a la poblacidn.

For tttt aotivo las titrattgias gtntraits dt los programas
dt salud aattrno/infantil %• oritntar&n tn tl atdiano plazo tn
los siguitntts stntidoss

- Estiaular y fortaltctr las actividadts dt proaocidn dt la
salud, participacidn coaunitaria y coordinaci6n
inttrstctorial.

- Disainuir los vaclos dt cobtrtura, integrando al slsttaa dt
salud a aqutllos grupos dt alta rural!dad y aarginalts
urbanos.

- Htjorar la ealidad dt attncifin proporcionada tn los distintos
nivtlts, atdlantt la capacitaci6n dtl rtcucso huaano y la
iapltatntaei6n y tquipaaitnto bfisico dt los tstabltclaitntos
dt salud.

- Conctntrar y focalizar los tsfutcsos dt aqutllas irtas
gtogr&ficas con ptorts indicadorts y dt aayor citsgo
bioaidico y sociotcondaico.

El gobitrno chiltno considtra coao ntcesidadts
prioritarias dt los niftos, la prottccifin dt su salud, aectso
a la educaci6n, vivitnda y nutricidn adtcuadas.

En esta rtunidn rtnoyaaos nutstro coaproaiso con UNICEF
y con todos quitnts coaparttn la dtclaracidn dt lbs Derechos
del Nifio y hactaos votos porque ella sea una realidad
devolviendo un aundo bueno a quienes son la esperanza de un
aundo aejor.

He valgo de esta oportunidad para reittrarle a Vuestra
Excelencia las seguridades de ai ais alta y distinguida
consideracidn.

PATRICZO AYLWIN AZO<
•residente de la Republica #e Chile



REFUBUCA OB CHILE
MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES

MISION PERMANENTE ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS
•Oft UNITED NATIONS PLAZA-4TH FLOOR

NEW YORK, N. Y. 1OO17

The government of Chile is adapting its health policies to a
new reality. It is taking into account the fact that the State
health system is still responsible for attending to the needs of
a majority of our population, while this very system has in
recent years suffered cutbacks that have endangered the quality
and accessibility of its services.

Therefore, the general strategies of our maternal health and
child survival programs will be oriented, for the medium term, in
the following directions:

- To stimulate and reinforce activities of
health promotion, community participation and
inter-sectoral coordination.

- To reduce gaps in coverage by integrating
into the health system the populations of
remote rural areas and the urban fringe.

- To improve the quality of attention provided
at the various levels by training personnel,
and by improving implementation and the basic
equipment of health care establishments.

- To concentrate and focus our efforts on the
regions with the worst indicators and the
greatest biomedical and socio-economic risk
factors.

The Chilean Government considers that the highest-priority
needs of children are protection of their health, and access to
adequate education, housing and nutrition.

At this meeting we renew our commitment to UNICEF and to all
who share in the Declaration of Children's Rights, and convey our hope
and desire to make that a reality, rendering a good world to those
who are the hope of a better world.

I take this opportunity send you my very best wishes.

PATRICIO AYLWIN AZOCAR
President of the Republic of Chile
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M E S S A G E

Comme tous les enfants dies pays du Tiers Monde*

I1enfant ivoirien rencontre de nombreux problSmes qui ont

pour noms:

- Mortality n^onatale et infantile 41eves (llOo/bo);

- Mauvais encadrement et malnutrition des enfants

de moins de 5 ansf causes en grande partie par le bas niveau

de vie et I1 insuffisance de l'e'ducation de base des parents;

- Descolarisation pre"coce ou non scolarisation pour

de nombreux enfants;
- Entree pre"coce dans la vie active sans qualification

etc.

En CSte dflvoire/ le Gouvernement conscient d'une

part/ de tous les problSmes re*ve"16s par des analyses menses

tant par les Autorite*s politiques et administratives (de"partements

minist4riels)/ que par des Organismes Non Gouvernementaux/

des Organismes privet/ met en oeuvre plusieurs strategies

en faveur de la survie/ du d£veloppement harmonieux et de

la protection de I1enfant.

Conscient d'autre part/ du poids demographique des

enfants dans la population totale ivoirlenne (les enfants

de 0 S 19 ans font prSsde 75 % de la population)/ le Gouver-

nement ivoirien lui accorde une attention particuliSre.

Afin de donner la chance 5 chaque enfant non seulement

de vivre, mais aussi de be"n£ficier des meilleures conditions

de vie/ la Cote .d1Ivoire a toujours adh£r£ et appliqu£ les

diff^rents programmes initie"s par les Organismes internationaux

en faveur des enfants/ et mis en place au seiri de plusieurs

Ministeres# des programmes sp£cifiques S l'enfant-

La survie des enfants depend aussi et surtout des

moyens dont les parents disposent pour les entretenir-
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La C6te d'lvoire a toujours pratique un "SOCIAL HARDI"

clans le but de la promotion humaine. Les Ministeres 5 caractSre

social: Sant^/ Education Nationale, Promotion de la femme

et autres/ ont toujours beneficie du soutien indefectible

du Gouvernement sur le plan budge"taire/ et ce malgre"/ la

crise de plus en plus aigue.

La survie des enfants e"tant li^e aux conditions de

vie des mSres/ plusieurs actions spe"cifiques sont menses

en faveur des femmes: surveillancessanitaires/ (maternite"

sans risques/ espacement des naissances)/ projets de d^veloppement

propres aux femmes afin de leur assurer des activite"s generatrices

de revenus.

En ce qui concerne les enfants/ sur le plan sanitaire,

les prestations dans les domaines de la vaccination/ la surveil-

lance nutritionnelle (y compris 1'allaitement maternel)/

la prevention et le traiteraent des diarrh^es/ etc... ont

ete renforces au cours de la derniire decennie avec I1aide

d'organismes internationaux tels que l'UNICEF, l'USAID, le

FNUAP etc. .

Sur le plan social/ 1'education pour tous pratiquee

par le MinistSre de la Promotion de la Fenrine-' en direction

des mSres/ vise S leur donner les >bases necessaires pour

mieux repondre aux besoins des enfants.

Au MinistSre de la Jeunesse/ des Sports et des Affaires

Sociales/ la lutte contre toutes les formes de marginalisation/

notamment les handicaps des enfants et deiinquance juvenile/

la generalisation de 1'education prescolaire dans le but

d'une prise en charge globale (sanitaire# educative/ nutritionnelle/

cognitive etc ) de 1'enfant de 0 a" 7 ans sont des objectifs

prioritaires.

Sur le plan judiciaire/ l'enfant deiinquant/ beneficie

de conditions particulieres/ tant sur le plan du jugement

que de la detention.

La Cote d'lvoire ne peut qu1adherer sans reserve a la con-

vention des Droits de l'enfant. C'est pourquoi elle l*a ratifiee

le 29 septembre 1990.
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REPUBLICA OS CUSA

PRESIDENTS DEL. CONSEJO DE ESTADO Y DEL. QOSIERNa

La Habana, 22 dz tzptizmbuz de 1990

Excelenda&:

Cuando me*e6 atAfo conocC dLUizctamzntz dzl iznoK Jamz& P. Quant,
ViAzcton, Ejzcutivo dzl UW2CEF, la iniciativa de. un gAupo dz di&tinguido&
Jz£z& de. Ettada y GobitAJtof apoyada con enttuia&mo pox zl UNICEF, pana.
la convocatatMi de. una Cumbie. Mundlal Aobuz la In£ancMLf expieMl mi
oUt&Uo de. que ana A.ewuJSn temtjawte. &mt&£CtyOUa un ktcho de. ex&ia&i-
dOuvUa ttioAcendencua y alcance. pcuta la tanuriidad inA&inatUonal, y que
Cuba bftinda/Ua. 4u md& active concuMo a £cn rfe ganantizax eZ mayoA.
tUto de. 4U4 deJUhefiacAoneA, La nMzSn de. 'e&t imedXato apoyo e/ta
nuzUsuz cexteza dz que, a pz&ax del Ingente. z&iueAzo y la lucha
peAmanmte. &<u>tvnlda. poK el UNICEF, la <JMS, t& F t̂f, la UWESCO y otxah
agzntUaA de. las HacLone* Uvuda&, y de. lo& AnpovtanteA a/ance* atcanzado*
en alguna& a&pe&to* Kelacjjonado& con la. uXwxcJjSn de. la vunez a e*ca£a
muvLCal, e/ia zvidente, una tendemUa genesuxl onJjentada haxUa. el ag/iava-
mlojvto de. las pfUncXpaleA a&pzc£o& KztacJLxmad&b con la vMa, zl
dehonxollo y el £atuAo de to* runo* en el mundo. * '

Lo& detalZado* documentor eXaboKadq* pa/ia z&ta con&e£enc£a Jtzcogen
clwmente. el WHOJVUO de. p^oblemai 'oae. debzn &zx aboxdado&. La
AjatCi4.cacA.6n y pxdxUma entnjada. en vigon. de la Canyenc£6n de IOA VeA.ecko&
del Uino con&ttfuye. un hecko de. womt tna&cwiencXa. juAXdlca, moKal y
kumana, y &Czn£a la& ba&e& de. un &u£u/io mzjon, paAa. la ln£an<Ua.

La actual tendzneia nacla el aceACamlento y ta colaboAocCSn ent/iz la&
mayofizh potzwUaA, con la& conhlguLzntzi pa&OA zn dJjiec<U6n al doAamz,
la. KzveAAiSn dz la COAAZKO. a/unamentL&ta y la pauble. KedaccUjSn de lat>
ga&to& mitCta/ieA, peAautzn vZtfumbxak. ta peAApzctJbsa dz quz Una paAtz
dz I06 cuantLo&o& AZCUAAO* dzdlcadoi hasta hoy a CAO-6 gaito* pueaan &ZA.
iinalmzntz libeAado* pana zl dz&anAollo dzl Tercet Mundo y, pon. tanto,
panja zl aJLLvXx) dz la bAJbxasJjSn dz la Xnianda.

Sin cifida, la gKavz ^iXaacJjSn zcondmica dzl nundo &ubdz&aAAolZado Zh
la coma eAznLtal dz la. peA&<Uten<Ua y pnogieAlva agudtfzadtin dz lab
tzwUbleA cowUcA.onz& dz vida dz (Uento* dz milloneA dz nino&, y
con&t>Uuyzr al nri&mo tlzmpo, zl pnXncUpal ob&tdculo en el canUno pana

Excmo. Si. BfUan Mulxonzy
VtumzK \KLnUtA.o dz Canadd

Excmo, $*.. Mou&&a TKOOKI
PfLZ&'Cdzntz dz Mali
Co-?KZi><Ldzntz& dz la CumbKz Mondial paxa la iniancUa
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taLUi dz tan dMm&Uco z&tado dz co&a*. Hz&utta obvixj que tin una
p>w£undcL t*an&4oJunacA6n del onden econdmlco intZAnacConal v-Cgente. y,
p&tnotpa&nente, &tn la de&apafUddn dz la ca*ga in&opoAtabte da la.
deuda exte/ina dz Zo& p<U&&& &ubdz&tvuio£ZMo4t may poco pod/id avanztvue.
en la &oluxU6n erfecttua y dunadzna de. la& ptioblemab de. la ninex en
eZ mundo MibdeAcwioZLado.

No ob&tante,, <uid<Lpzndcejvtm&n£e. do, e&ta njeaJUAad dejteAmimwte., e&tamah
convzncMLo* do. qu& e& poAtble. a&tanzan. lob obje£cvo& pwpueAto* en lo&
documentor de. la Cmbie., hi 4e cuenta con la volwvtad polCUca de. la*
QobWmoi paAa haceA tiz&Uva la ptUwUdad xzaonoclda a lo& pfioblemu
de. la. Anianda, -6-c 4e toQfia la. neae&a&ta concvtXaclSn de. eAiueAzot, 6t
ga/tantlza una gejieAOAa. colaboKcuU6n inteAnatuanal y <se /jtethjumenta ana
onganCzacldn z&<aUzn£e. dz lo* pnoQKamoj, y la 4mpx.t&<Undihle. a&e&onXa
pan. pa/Ue. de lot agzncUa& eMpzdallzada& de la* UacAonu UnCda&.

Hue&tJio paC& <tk£gna espexual imponXancua a la colaboAxuUGn MtteAxacUonal.
El kecko de owe m&6 de 100 mil pnoieAJJonate* y ttenCco* <Uv<U&J> en
d££e/iznt<u> cmpo& hayan o£ie<Udo &a& 6eA\ticUo* gKatuXto* en md& de
30 paC&t& del Te/tceA. Nando en la& Ultimo* tS ana*, y que. 4e hayan
gfuxdaado en Cuba nUlu de m&Uao*, lngeni&io& y t&aticM ptoceaenteA
de. e&o& paO>e&, fieilnsa. mieAtsia voluntad y di&po&uU6n.

Vz&eamoA expiehan. qae, en e&te ten&ULo, junto a. &u m&& decixUda voluntad
de, coopzncuUtSn, Cuba pone a plena di&po&icZ6n del UNZCEF y de la* pat&eA
que to JteqtUeAan &u zxpetUencCa, 4uA Kt&ultado&, AU& Iog/to4 clentCilcor
y tecnotffglco* y, robtie todo, to md& valCoAo que. tenemoA, w&htxob
ttenico* y pnoiztiionaleA. Con e*e eApOUtu. de. abtodta compHxmUo y
dzcidlda tolaboKaci6nf de&eo patentizax la j-ttine voluntad del pueblo
cubano y del Goblinno de la Repdblica de Cuba de contfilbwUi con toda&
4O4 ene/igZa& y en todo el alcancz de 4U4 po&Xb£LCdade& a la cabal
HjeallzacASn dz lo& noble* pnopoXCto* qua. intpOuvian la. convocatoJua
dz e*ta X2sxnl6n, y at md& zxXto&o cumptunlento dz lot meta& y objztivo*
tMzado& en ztta.

Kuego a u&tede& KzcibiA. el tz&tanonco dz me mayoK con&<CdeAaci6'n.



r-H. BPAKAHT MAJIPYHH
TlpeMbep-MHHHCTp KaHaou

r-H. MYCCA TPAOPE

npe3JtaeHT N«JIM

ConpeacenaTejiH acemipHoro coaemaHHH

a aepxax no aonpocy neTCTBa.

npCBOCXOflHTejIbCTBa!

HecKOJibKO tuecflixeB Hasaa. icoraa * y3Han ttenocpejxcTBeHHO OT

HcnoJiHHTejibHoro jmpeicTopa DHHCE*, rocnojuma QxeftHca n. rpaHTa,

o noimepxaHHoR c 3HTy3Ha3MOM DHHCE* HHHUHaTHae rpynnu BHUHUX

rjiaa rocynapcTB H npaBHTejibCTB no co3KBy aceiafpMoro cosenaHMX

B Bepxax no sonpocy neTCTBa, H aucicaaafl c a o e MHCHHC O TOK. MTO

Tajcoe coBeuaHHe 6yseT HMeTb MpesobwaflHO aaxHoe H MacmTa6Hoe

SHaneHHe ann MwpoBoro coofintecTaa* H MTO Ky6a BHeceT caofl caMbifl

axTMBHbifl BKJiaa SJIH oGecneMeHHX HaHOojibuero ycnexa a jufdcycctuix.

noBonoM juai HCMefl̂ eHHoR noanepxH Ouna Haaa yaepeHHocTb a TOM*

MTO. HecMOTpn Ha orpOMMbie y c w i m M nocTOXHHyt) 6opb6y I0HECKO.

BO3» *A0, CHHCE* H jipyrHx opraHHsaxoffl 06i>enHHCHHbix Haimft. H Ha

3HaMHTejibHhie ycnexH, aocTHrHyTue no HexoTopiw BonpocaM* ca«3aH-

HbM c nojioxeHHeM jxeTeft a MMPOBOK MacuTa6e* CTana oneBHiiHofl

o6mafl TeHAeHizKA K yxynueHHD OCHOBHWX acneKTOB XMSHH, paaaHTHii

H Syaywero aeTefl B MHpe. ^

HeTanbHue noKyMeHTti, pa3pa6oTaHHbie 3T0H opraHHsauHefi K

coBemaHHD MCTKO OTpaxanT Kpyr Bonpocos* Kotopue aonxtai 6uTb

SaTpOHyTU. PaTH$HKaXXHfl H BXOfl a CHJiy B CKOpOM BpeMeHH KOHBeHUHH

o npaBax peOeHKa RBJIHCTCA CO6UTH«M orpoimoro DpHjiMMecKoro,

HpaBCTBeHHoro H ryHaHHoro 3HaMeHHH H 3axjiajx&iBaeT OCHOBU jiyMuero

fiyayaero HJTH neTefl.

HhJHemHflfl TeHBCHUHfl K c 6mace moo H coTpyAHHvecTBy Mexny

KpynHeftmHMH jxepxaaaMH* cooTBeTCTByi»me marH no nyTH K p a 3 0 p y x e -

HHD. npeaoTBpameHHc TOHKH Boopyrancf! H BOSHOXHue coKpameHHH

BoeHHbix pacxonoB no3BonncT BHjjeTb Tajcyn nepcneKTHBy. MTO MacTb

rpoManHbix cpejxcTB. emiejiHeMbix no CHX nop ana BOCHHUX uejieft,

CMOxeT GbiTb HaKOHeu BbicBoOoxjieHa xmn pa3BHTHfl TpeTbero MHpa,

H TeM caMfam, JIJIH o6jierMeHHH nojioxeHHfl jieTefl.



Bea coKHeHHfl, THMjioe sKOHOMKHecicoe ncuioxeHne Hejxopas-

BHToro MMpa nunnercn OCHOBHOH IIPHHHHOH coxpaHAxnaixcx M

nocTeneHHO yxynmanmHXCH yxactotx ycnosHft XHSHH COTHH MHJUIHOHOB

neTeft H B TO me apewi ocTaeTCH rjiaaHott nperpaaofl Ha nyTH K

Buxony H3 CTOAb apaMaTHHectcoro nojioxeHHS A«JI. BnojiHe HCHO,

HTO Ce3 rjiyCoKKX npeo6"pa3oaaHHH cy«ecTByi>mero MexayHapojoHoro

aKOHOMHMecKoro nopJUiKa, ocofieHHo 6 e 3 jnacBiuaitHH HeawHOCHMoro

SpeMCHH BHeuHefi 3anojnceHHOCTH Henopa3BHTbix cTpaH 6yneT COBCCM

HesHaMHTejihHHM npoaBwreHHe no nyTH K â xteKTWBHOMy H npOHHOMy

paspemeHMB npoGiieM jteTCTBa 8 HejxopasBKTOM HHpe.

OaHaxot HeaaBHCKMo OT Taxoll onpeaejunomefl peanbHocTH, MU

yOeameHM B TOK. HTO AocTMMime HaiceHeHHHx B noicyHeHTax K

coBemaHHX) a aepxax uejieft BOSMOXHOI ecjiw pacnonaraTb nojiHTH-

Mecxoft BOiiefl npaBHTCJibCTB vm ofiecneMeHHH tnpn3HaHHoR npHopH-

TeTHOCTK rrpoOjieM fle-r<?TBa. jioCHTbCfl HeoCxojuworo corjiacoBaHKH

ycHJiMfi, rapaHTHpoaaTb aeopoe MeusyHaponHoe coneflcTBHe „ oOecne-

MHTb 3<M>eKTHBHyi> opraHKsauHS nporpaMM M HeofixoAHMyu TexHHMe-

CKys noMOtttb co CTOPOHW cneuHajiH3HpoBaHHbix opraHHsamtft

06l»ejIHHOHHMX HaiOlft. , • . • : , »

Hasa CTpaHa ynejiHCT ocoOoe BHHMaHHe aejiy MexnyHapoAHoro

coTpyflHHMecTaa. TOT $aKT, HTO s a nocjtejxiike 25 JMT 6o/ibme CTa

TUCHH rpaacnaHCKHx cnemuumcToa H TCXHHKOB paaiiHHHbix oTpacjieft

OKasuaajm fiesaosMeajiHO CBOH ycnyrH a 6onee. HCM. TpKjxuaTH

CTpaH ax TpeTbero »€Hpa, H HTO TMCHMH apanefl, HraceHepOB H

cnetwajiHCTOB H3 3THX CTpaH oGynajxHCb Ha KyGe, HBJIHCTCH

CBHueTejibCTBOH Hamefl BOJIH H CTpeHAeHMH.

B CBH3H C 3THK. MM XOTHM SaABKTb* HTO HapflJty C CTpCMJie-

HHeM K coTpynHHwecTBy, Ky6a npeaocTaajuieT B noAHoe pacnopfnceHHe

DHHCE* H HyxnanuicxcH CTpaH, CBOH omrr* pesyjibTaTu. HayMHo-

TexHOJiorHnecKHe jiocTHxeHHflt H OCO6>HHO, caMoe ueHHoe, HTO y

Mac ecTb - CBOHX cneuHajiHCTOB. B TBJCOM a y x e oTKpUToro o 6 « 3 a -

TejibCTaa H roTOBHOcm K coTpyAHHHecTBy* xenajo noATaepaHTb

peuHTejibHyio BOAK> KyCHHCKoro Hapoiia H IipaBHTejibCTBa Pecny6jiHKH

Ky6a noMOHb BCCMH CHJiaMH H B npeaejiax CBOHX BOSMozHocTefl nejiy

nojiHOft peanHsauHH 6jiaropoAHbix uejiefl, KOTOPIACH HHcnHpHposaH

C03UB coBeuaHKH, H cnocoficBOBaTb ycnemHOMy BbtnoJiHeHHU^erooaAaH

CBHaeTejibCTByio BSM c s o e noMTCHHe.

$tuxejib KacTpo Pyc

TaBaHa, 22 ceHTH6p« 1990 r .



Havana, September 22, 1990

His Excellencies,

A few months ago, when I learned directly from Mr. James P.
Grant, Executive Director of UNICEF, about the initiative of
a distinguished group of Heads of State and Government,
enthusiastically supported by UNICEF, to convene a World
Summit for Children, I expressed my view that such a meeting
would be an extremely trascendental and far-reaching event
for the international community, and that Cuba would offer
its active cooperation to guarantee the success of its
deliberations. The reason for that Immediate support was our
conviction that, in spite of the strenuous efforts and
permanent struggle by UNICEF, WHO,-c¥ftO, UNESCO, and other
United Nation's agencies, as well as the Important
achievements attained in some aspects related to the
situation of children the world over, a general trend had
become obvious toward the worsening ofHhe main features
concerning the life, development and future of children in
the world. ; . ^ ***>

The thorough documents prepared for this conference, clearly
portrait the universe of problems to be tackled. The
ratification and enforcement. In a near future, of the
Convention on the Rights of Children constitutes an event of
enormous legal, moral, and humanetrasoendence setting the
foundations for a better future for children.

The present trend towards rapprochement and cooperation
between the two major powers, and the .subsequent steps In
the direction of disarmament, the reversal of the arms race
and the possible reduction of military expenses, suggest the
prospect of a portion of the enormous resources presently
spent on these being finally released for the development of
the Third World and, therefore, for the xelief of the
situation of children. - ̂  - **? - îif

Undoubtedly, the serious economic situation In the
underdeveloped world is the fundamental cause for the
persistant and progressive aggravation of the terrible living
conditions of hundreds of millions of children, at the same
time it represents the main obstacle in the road towards
leaving this dramatic predicament behind. It is obvious
that, without a profound transformation of the existing
international economic order, and mainly without the removal
of the unbearable burden of the external debt from the

H.E. Brian Mulroney
Prime Minister of Canada

H.E. Moussa Traord
President of Mali

Co-Chairmen of the World Summit for Children
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underdeveloped countries, very little will be attained as
far as an effective and lasting solution is concerned to the
problems" of children in the underdeveloped world.

However, this determining reality notwithstanding, we are
convinced that it is possible to reach the objectives
fostered in the documents of this Summit, if the Governments
have the political will to give the ̂problems of chilgrjm
their acknowledged priority, if the necessary coordination of
efforts is achieved and a generous international .cooperation
obtained, and if an efficient organisation of the programmes
is achieved with the indispensable advisory of the
specialized agencies of the United Rations*, „

Our country considers international cooperation to be of
particular importance. The fact that over 100 thousand
professionals and civilian technicians in different fields
have offered their services free of charge to over 30
countries in the Third World in the last .£5 years, ̂and that
thousands of medical doctors, engineers and technicians from
those countries have graduated in Cuba, -are ̂ reflection of
our will and readiness.

In this connection, we wish to express that, together with
its most determined willingness to cooperate, -Cuba places at
the disposal of UNICEF and the countries which require it,
its experience, its results, its technological and
scientific achievements, and above all, what is most
valuable: our technicians and professionals. It is with
this spirit of open commitment and resolute cooperation that
I wish to manifest the firm will of the Cuban people, and
the Government of the Republic of Cuba, to contribute with
all energy and to the maximum of Its capabilities to the
full realisation of the noble purposes which have inspired
the convening of this meeting, and to the most successful
fulfillment of the goals and objectives set by it.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Fidel Castro Ruz
President of the Council of State
and Chairman of the Council of Ministers
Republic of Cuba



L1Havane, 22 septembra 1990

Excellences,

Lorsque M. James P. Grant, Dixecteur Executlf de l'UNICEF,
m'a communique lui-meme 11 y a quo1quos mois, lfinitiative
-d'un groups d'eminents chefs d'Etats et des Gouvarnoments,
soutenue avec enthouslasme par l'UNICEF- de convoquer un
sommet mondial sur 1'Enfance, j'ai manifesto I1avis, qu'une
reunion de ce genre constituirait un fait d'une importance
et portee extraordinaires pour la communaute Internationale
et quo Cuba offrirait son plus fort concours afin d1 assurer
le plus grand succes de cos deliberations. La raison de ce
soutlen immediat repond a notre certitude que roalgre
l'enorme effort consent! et la lutte permanent© menee a bien
par 1'UNICEF, l.'OMS, la FAO, I'UNESCO et d'autres agences
des Nations Unies, et en depit de reaarquables acquis
atteints dans certains aspects lies a la situation de
l'enfance au nlveau international; 11 etalt evident
1'existance d'une tendance general* aggravant lea conditions
fondamentales concernants la vie, le developpement et
l'avenir des"enfants dans le sonde. •• -

Los documents minutieusement elabores pour cette Conference
reflatent clairement l'univers de problem**jqui doivent etre
abord4s. La ratification et la prochaine entree en viguour
de la Convention de Droits de 1*Enfant constituent un fait
d'une enorme transcendance juridique, morale e humaine
jottant alnsi les bases pour un meillour avenir de
l'enfance.

La tendance actuelle de rapprochement et do cooperation
entre les grandes puissances, accompagnee- do demarches
donnees visant le desarmement, le renversement de la course
aux armements et la possible reduction de d4penses
militalros, laissent ontrovolr la perspective qu'une partio
de considerables ressources consacrees jusqu'a nos jours a
ces depenses, pourralent etre dotournees onf in pour le
developpement du Tiers Monde et done pour alleger la
situation de l'enfance.

Nul ne doute que la grave situation ecbnbmlque du monde
sous developpe est la cause essentlelle de la persistance et
progressive accentuation de terribles conditions de vie de
centalnes de millions d'enfants et qu'elle est aussi, le
principal obstacle auquel nous nous affrontons pour sortir
de cet etat de choses dramatique. 11 est evident que sans
une transformation profonde de l'ordre economique
International en viguour et surtout sans la disparitlon du
fardeau insupportable de la dette oxterieure des pays sous
developpes, tree peu pourra etre fait en faveur d'une
solution efficace et durable-des prob1ernes de l'enfance dans
le monde sous developpe.

S.E« M. Brian Mulroney, Premier Ministre du Canada
S.E. M. Moussa Traore, President du Mali

Co-Presidents du Sommet Mondial sur l'Enfance



Cependant, independamment de catte realite determinante nous
sommas convencus qu'il est possible d'atteindre las
objectifs fixes dans las documents du Sommet, d'exister la
volonte~~politique des Gouvernements pour randra effective la
priorite reconnue aux problemes concernant l'enfance, de
parvenir a la concartation necessaire d1efforts, d*assurer
un genereuse cooperation international a at d'appliquer une
organisation efficaca das programmes avec 1'indispensable
assistance des agences specialisees das Nations Unies.

Notre pays accorde particuliare importance k la cooperation
Internationale at les 100 mille professionnels et
techniciens civils offrant leurs services gratuitement dans
plus de 30 pays du Tiers Monde au cours da cas dernieres 25
annees, ainsi qua les milliers de medicins, ingenieurs et
technicians provanants da cas pays ayant recu leurs diplomas
a Cuba, en tamoignent notra volonte et notra disposition.

Nous voudrions dans ca sens, raanifester notra volonte de
cooperation plus resolue, Cuba met a la totala disposition
de l'UNZCEF -at des pays qui en auraiant besoins— son
experience, ses resultats, sea acquis sciantifiques at
technologiquas, pt surtout, ca qua nous avons da plus
precioux: nos technicians et professionnels. Dans cat
esprit de veritable engagement at da cooperation determine*,
ja voudrais exprimer la ferma volonte du peuple cubain at du
Gouvernament de la Republiqua de Cuba de contribuer avec
toutes ses energies et possibility a la realisation das
nobles objetifs qu'ont inspires la convocation da catte
reunion, ainsi qu'a 1*execution da ses buts.

Ja vous prie, veillaz accepter le temoignaga de ma plus
haute consideration.

Fidel Castro Ruz
President du Conseil d'Btat
et du Conseil de Ministras
de la Rapubliqua de Cuba
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Message of the President of the Czech and Slovak Federal

Republic to the participants of the World Summit for Children

taking place in New York on 29 - 30 September 1990

The World Summit for Children convenes really at the historic

moment when the world is not any more divided into two antagonistic

opposite sides. We are living through an unrepeatable period which

the future generations will most likely mark as the turning point

in the development of human society. In contrast to the past,

however, this revolutionary change is not smeared with the blood

of thousands, sometimes millions of dead people. The present stage

is marked by the rising predominance of spirit over rough force,

a retreat from confrontation, seeking and finding ways towards

mutual understanding. Awareness of joint responsibility for the

fate of our planet and humankind as such is being borne.

Unfortunately, even today there are adventurers who try violently

and for the price of numerous human sacrifices to press their life

philosophy on others, to push through their egoistic interests. But

the world today stands united in understanding that even lofty humane

goals - let them be just proclaimed or perhaps considered sincerely -

cannot be pushed through to the detriment of others.

One of the key tasks of the World Summit for Children is

to create preconditions for a worldwide effective application

of the principles contained in the Convention on the Rights of

the Child. Survival, development and the protection of children,

these are the fundamental postulates, the strict observance of which

must become a point of personal honour of every one of us, but of

the international community as a whole too.

Obviously, there is not a single country on"this planet that

could responsibly claim that it has successfully and definitively

solved the problem of harmonious development of its child population.

There always will be something to improve. In no case, however, should

anybody be satisfied with reaching the internationally recognized
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standards of children's conditions of life, and feverish activity

should appear wherever the basic needs of children have not yet

been successfully provided for.

Today, especially the so-called South remains such a place.

Solving the abysmal differences between the poor South and the

advanced North must become the priority of our endeavours- Every

country certainly bears full responsibility for the situation of

its children nevertheless, we all should feel collectively responsible

for the conditions under which the young generation of the nineties

will grow up in the countries of the South.

Here we have to admit that the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic

has so far only little joined these new streams in the global

relationships. No wonder when only ten months ago Czechoslovakia was

ruled by a regime which stuck to the principle of confrontation until

its very last moments. The mortal convulsions of the old regime did

enable the advance of humanism and development of real collaboration

in diametrically different conditions, but we have been learning to

adopt an active approach towards worldwide universal problems less

than a year, too short a time to correct the mistakes made in the

past few decades.

As President of the CSFR I have the honour of assuring the other

participants of this unprecedented forum that Czechoslovakia is fully

aware of its responsibility for the course of events on this planet

of ours and that it is prepared to share in the- dialogue of all

sides of the world, disregarding the obligations issuing from it

and the multitude of our internal problems which must be solved

simultaneously. The future of the world's children is worth our

preferential attention.
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(Translation)

World Summit for Children

New York

Oi the occasion of the convocation of the World Summit for Children at

the United Nations Headquarters in New York, we would lite to extend our

wannest congratulations on behalf of the Chinese Government and people

including over 300 million children.

We are pleased to note that Heads of State or Government around the

world and their representatives are gathering in New York for discussions

devoted to children. Children are budding flowers of the society and in them

lie the future of mankind and the hope of its social progress and economic

prosperity, therefore, the present World Summit for Children is of great

significance. Only when the healthy growth and all-around development of

children are ensured, can the world better meet challenges in the 21st

century. This is a matter of vital and lasting importance to human society.

We hope that the international community would show special concern for

children in the developing countries and create favourable conditions for

their survival and development.

Children in China account for 30 per cent of the country's population

and one sixth of the world's total. One Chinese Government has always shown

great concern for children and developed various programmes benefittihg

children. Over the past 40 years since the founding of New China, the state

of children's health, nutrition, education and welfare as well as health care

for mothers and children have been improved notably. The Chinese Government

has paid special attention to children's basic education and immunization. It

is exerting consistent efforts to basically make nine-year compulsory

education universal. By the end of 1988, China's iinnunizaticn coverage for

children reached 85 per cent at the provincial level and is now working hard

for 85 per cent at county level fcy the end of 1990. Ihe Chinese Government

will continue to do its utmost to ensure the healthy growth of our children on

the vast expanse of the country.



For years, the United Nations Children's Pund has done a great deal of

useful work for the well-being of children around the world, and enhanced the

awareness of the irrportance of the work concerning children on the part of

various countries and promoted International cooperation in this regard.

UNICEF's cooperation with China has also been most fruitful and satisfactory.

We are confident that as a result of the World Summit for Children,

the international ocnraunity and various countries will pay still greater

attention to the survival, protection and development of children. We wish

the Summit a complete success. Meanwhile, we wish also to take this

opportunity to pay our tribute to the relevant governments, international

agencies and persons concerned for their contributions to the initiating and

preparation of the Summit.

YANG Shangkuh

President of the People's

Republic of China

U. Peng

Premier of the State Council of

the People's Republic of China

Beijing, 29 September 1990
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NATIONAL PAPER OF THE DEMOCRATIC
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KOREA

It is one of the most prime undertakings of the governments and the
unanimous desire of the world people heading for a civilized new world to
protect the children, the future of mankind, legally and ensure their rights.

In the Democratic People's Republic of Korea "children are the kings
of the country" and all the children are brought up at state and public
expense.

There are nurseries and kindergartens in every place where children
are such as town, farm village, factory and enterprise etc. and social system
to educate and bring them up is well-established.

All pre-school children numbering 2.5 million across the country are
brought up and educated at the expense of state and society at over 60,000
nurseries and kindergartens.

The DPRK Supreme People's Assembly adopted "The Democratic
People's Republic of Korea Law on Nursing and Upbringing of Children" in
April, 1976 which has further consolidated successes made in nursing and
upbringing of children and guaranteed their rights legally.

Our country has enforced universal donipulsory primary education
system in 1956, universal compulsory secondary education system in 1958,
universal 9 year compulsory technical education system in 1967 and 11 year
universal compulsory education system in 1972. More than 5 million
children equivalent to one quarter of its population are educated at the
11,200 schools at all levels at state and public expense.

The Government of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea,
based on the superior policy of nursing and upbringing children pursued in
our country, has already ratified the convention on the Rights of Child
adopted at the General Assembly of the United Nations last year.

Our Government is expanding cooperation with the United Nations
Children's Fund and other international organizations.

Experts' Meeting on education and development of children was held
in our country from 3 to 8 of October 1987 under the sponsorship of



UNICEF. At the meeting the successes and experiences made by many
countries in the world in the work of nursing and upbringing of preschool
children were introduced and the methods for improvement of this work
exchanged.

We are also developing cooperation with the international
organizations within the United Nations system, especially with UNICEF,
UNFPA and WHO through the exchange of missions and lectures and
seminars.

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea Government will, in the
future, too, as in the past, continue to pay deep attention to nursing and
upbringing of children and further improve the nursing, upbringing and
elementary education of children in accordance with the developing new
requirement by consolidating the already gained successes and experiences.

Our Government renders active support to the strategies for children
in the 1990s adopted at the meeting of the Executive Board of UNICEF in
1989 and will do its utmost for its implementation.

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea will make every sincere
effort to make available to other countries the successes and experiences
gained in our country in cooperation with the international organizations
including UNICEF.
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P E R M A N E N T M I S S I O N OF

DENMARK
TO THE UNITED NATIONS - 2 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 - TEL. (212) 308-7009

World Summit for Children
New York, September 29-30, 1990:
Message from Mr. Poul Schluter,
Prime Minister of Denmark.

The World Summit for Children will hopefully provide a decisive
impetus for a concerted international effort for the improvement
of the lot of the World's children. The participation of an
unprecedented number of Heads of State and Government at a point
of time when prospects for international cooperation have
improved considerably gives cause for optimism that progress in
improving the condition of children may accelerate.

The Summit is about children in all countries. There is scope
for improvements everywhere. The Convention on the Rights of the
Child, adopted unanimously by the UN General Assembly, is
universal. Hopefully all countries will soon have ratified the
Convention. * • , . > < .

While the consequences for children of, economic and social
development are generally only apparent in the short and medium
terms, the effects on children of internal strife or of wars are
immediate and immensely tragic. Not only may children be
unwilling participants in such conflicts, but the victims of war
among the civil population will to a large extent be defenseless
children. .

Moreover the resources wasted on war could have been put to
constructive use in favour of children. It is thought provoking
that at a point of time, when the cold war is coming to an end,
UNDP has in its 1990 Human Development Report shown that military
expenditure is increasing faster in developing countries than in
industrialized and fastest in the poorest countries.

Although the problems of children's protection and wellbeing are
global and no nation and no citizen can ever claim to have dealt
satisfactorily with them, there are among nations not merely
nuances, but serious differences in magnitude of the efforts and
resources required to deal with the needs of children. The lack
of resources in developing countries and hence their difficulties
in coping with the problems of children make it appropriate for
the Summit to focus on the needs of these countries.

As is the case with development problems in general there is no
substitute for national efforts. But the international community
can provide valuable supplements to these efforts. Development
assistance to economic and social progress in general will enable
developing countries to increase their efforts in favour of
children and improve the prospects for the lives of these
children and thus the future of the countries. Some development



assistance focuses directly on children. This is especially
necessary in cases, where economic adjustment and reforms have
led to hardship, which may have serious consequences for
children. In this connection UNICEF's promotion of the concept
"adjustment with a human face" should be very much appreciated.

In the follow up to the Summit three areas should receive special
emphasis: sustainability, coordination and population policy.

International efforts, whether through multilateral or bilateral
assistance, must be fully integrated into the national institu-
tional framework of the recipient countries. Capacity building
must take precedence over immediate, but shortlived results. If
efforts are not geared to the conditions of the' individual
recipients, they will not be sustainable.

The resources available must foe used as effectively and effi-
ciently as possible. A prerequisite for this is that efforts are
fully coordinated. This is primarily '̂ the responsibility of
recipient countries, but the various parts of the UN system must
ensure that their efforts are complementary and that wasteful
competition is avoided. Donors, which fund the multilateral
programmes, and recipients, which benefit from them, have a right
to demand this.

It is noted with satisfaction that UNICEF and UNFPA are to
undertake joint reporting on their assistance in the field of
population policy and family planning. Progress in this area is
crucial for ensuring economic and social development and improved
conditions for children. , " ; " , .

In many countries, not least among the poorest, the population
explosion is the single most important obstacle for development.
If the growth rate in population is not reduced, these countries
will stand no chance of economic progress, and improvements in
health, nutrition and education of children cannot be but
marginal. In many countries population "growth contributes
significantly to environmental degradation. Resources cannot keep
pace with population growth without severe damage to the
environment.

A decrease in birth rates also has a - direct effect on the
conditions of the children. Child spacing will mean better health
for the mothers and thus better care of their children. The same
amount of resources for children's health and education can be
concentrated on a smaller number of children. This will mean
better health and higher standard of education for the children
that are born. And it will reduce infant mciri-alfty and thus in
turn lead to a further decrease in the birth rate;

These three areas are, obvious ly, not the only ones, where
progress is needed. But they are areas, where internationa1
awareness has not been sufficient to bring about enough results
to assure the world community that progress is being made.
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PRE8I0ENCE DC LA REPUBUQUE

M E S S A G E P E R S O N N E L

DU PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE DJIBOUTI, CHEF DE GOUVERNEMEN
a l'occasion de la CONFERENCE au Sommet sur l'ENFANCE

Depuis sa naissance, le 27 Juin 1977, notre

Republique s'est pr6occup6e d'attelnclre ram^lioration

de la condition de ses enfants en'bas age, de ceux

abandonnes et d'autres dont la situation familiale

n'auralt pas permis la survie.

La creation de 1'Organisme "LA MERE et 1'ENFANT7'

3 1'initiative de l'6pouse du Chef de l'Etat, avec la

participation, bfinfivple, de nombreuses personnalit^s

etrang&res et DJiboutiennes, et du soutien financier

,/..2
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des pays amis, a permis de soulager des misfcres

nombreuses, puisque reffectif actfcel •dan&ntre

se chiffre £ quatre cents pnbs86«i30hirfl^.3?^;c

Une deuxifrne operation diff^rente de la

precedents rASSOCIATION NATIONALE DES JEUNES assure,

depuis bientot 14 annees, la* formation des enfants,

d'un age plus 6lev& aux dlff6rentes.tactivlt6s

nationales.

Par les moyens qul lui sont propres, la

REPUBLIQUE DE DJIBOUTI ne peUt faire mieux malgr6

son d6slr de donner une dimension nouvelle 3 cette

entreprise ; elle estlme cependanVpouvoir y parvenir

avec la comprehension des dlffdrentes organisations

concern6es et le soutien des pays industrialists,

sensibles d la mlsfere d'ailleurs.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA

TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Telephone: (212) 949-0853 820 Second Avenue
R e f N a : New York, N.Y. 10017

Dear Children of the World,

The 20th Century will go down in history as a very exciting one?

when the people of the world saw dramatic changes which resulted from

many challenges.

Every country has its own peculiar problems and the needs of children

differ. However, there are some basic and common ideals which we all share

and these are the ideals which have been instrumental in setting the goals

for children in the 1990's. ..--•••"

I believe, that in the unfolding of history the World Summit for

Children will stand out in a very significant way.

My country has beeen a signatory to the UN Covention on the Rights

of the child because we are of the firm belief that children are an

integral part of any society. They have a vital role to play in the deve-

lopment of their country.



Because of that belief, my Government has pledged to do all in its

power to protect the rights of the child and to provide opportunities for

every child to develop and to achieve to his or her fullest potential.

It is interesting to note that many of you children in referring to

this Summit are expressing the wish to make your own interventions. We would

like to listen to you and ask in particular that you devise solutions for

the problems of drug abuse by children and teenage pregnancies. We would be

glad to implement your solutions if they will assist in bringing relief.

We are committed to this ideal and so we go forward into the '90's

with renewed vigour and faith in the belief that a world-wide endeavour,

through national programmes and action together with international cooperation,

will bring about the desired goals of the World Summit - to give every child

a better future.

Yours fait

EOGENIA^jCHAI

ME MINISTER

IMMONWEALTH OP DOMINICA
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EMBAJADA DE LA REPUBL1CA DOMINICANA
WASHINGTON

La mas valiosa y rentable inversifin gue puede

hacerse en estos momentos tanto por los goblernoe como por

los aectores privados de cada pals es aguella que se destina

a la protecci6n de la ninez. Esta verdad adguiere una mayor

dimensi6n y trascendencia en el caso de los palses subdesa-

rrollados en donde un nfimero apreciable de ninos viven en

estado de invalidez y de desamparo.

El Gobierno de la Repfiblica Doroinicana, consciente

de esa verdad, esta poniendo sus mejores empenos cada vez en

forma mas amplia, para preservar y desarrollar a la ninez,

especialmente en los gue atane a la alimentaci6n, la educacifin

flsica e intelectual y a la salud. En tal sentido en los

Gltimos tres anos se nan multipllcado los programas de distri-

buci6n de allmentos, especialmente de leche, en los centros

materno-infantiles gue funcionan en todo el pals y especial-

mente en los centros urbanos de mayor densidad poblacional.

Asimismo, en estos momentos se amplia el Desayuno Escolar,

sobre todo en los planteles ubicados en las zonas de menores

recursos econ6micos. Por otra parte, se aumentan los subsidios

a hospicios, guarderias infantiles y a todos los centros desde

donde se ejecutan programas de alimentaci6n y salud, asl como

la educaciSn pre-escolar y. primaria.

En suma, la Repfiblica Dominicana comparte el compro-

miso gue los pueblos y gobiernos del mundo estSn asumiendo al

formular la Declaracifin Universal de los Derechos del Nino y

se presta a convertir esa declaracifin de' principios en un

estlmulo ma's decisivo a£n, para continuar cumpliendo con el

ineludible de ver y con la impostergable obligacifin de proteger

y de desarrollar al maximo a la ninez, especialmente aguella

sometida a los rigores de la pobreza.

S£PT 21,1*11 *
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Unofficial Translation

Message From President
Hosni Mubarak, President of the
Arab Republic of Egypt, to the

World Summit on Children

The World Summit On Children is a unique event
in the history of international relations, indica-
tive of the advanced political consciousness of the
world of to-day, it is also a sign of the far sighted-
ness of leaders who concern themselves not only with
matters of immediate priority but also with matters
which affect our future and have far-reaching impact
in times to come.

To-day's children are the builders of to-morrow,
They are the leaders of the future. It is highly gra-
tifying that the idea which started in the minds of
dedicated men and women in the United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund, and then sponsored by leaders of six
countries, Canada, Mali, Mexico, Pakistan, Sweden and
Egypt, has been much welcomed internationally by lea-
ders of various nations, North and South, East and
West. This great unprecedented response to the call
for the Summit is a clear indication of the nature of
this period, the last decade of the 20th Century. It
is an era where human rights are considered the main-
stay of international relations. The concept of human
rights of individuals to live in freedom, dignity and
security as well as the rights of peoples to self-de-
termination and to choose freely their own political,
economic and social systems, without any outside
interference•

It is only logical that we would be concerned
with human rights as a whole, one and indivisible
whole, in terms of both concept and approach. It is
also natural that this concern would extend to all
stages of our life; and since childhood is the first
of these stages, the holding of the Summit on Child-
ren has been in consonance with our political think-
ing in its entirety as well as with our actual
approach to matters of detail.
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Egypt has taken all the measures necessary to put
into effect the main elements of the International Con-
vention was declared effective on the international
level. Hence, our internal plan of action in the field
of childhood follows the same approach identified in
the Plan of Action and Declaration of the World Summit
On Children in the preparatory work of which Egypt has
long participated;

The Political Declaration and Plan of Action which
will be adopted by this Summit and which we will put
into effect immediately thereafter are two important
documents that I will be pleased to sign. As President
of the Arab Republic of Egypt, I proclaimed the period
1989-1999 a decade for Egyptian Children, with a view
to provide during that period complete immunization for
our children against common diseases and enable' them to
get proper education. In effect, health and education
are the two mainstays on which our children, boys and
girls, would depend in order to be able to contribute
to the development of society as stated in our Arab
proverb "In a sound body abides a soundljaind."



Traduction officieuse

Message de Monsieur le President
Mohammed Hosni Houbarak

President de la Republique Arabe d'Egypte
a la

Conference au Sommet pour 1'Enfance

La Conference au sommet pour l'enfance constitue un

evenement unique dans l'histoire des relations internationales qui

temoigne de la hauteur de la conscience politique dans notre monde

contemporain et la perspicacite des dirigeants qui cherchent ainsi

a regler non seulement les questions prioritaires de l'heure

actuelle, mais egalement celles qui auront a long terme un impact

sur 1'avenir.

Les enfants d'aujourd'hui sont les piliers de I1edifice

de demain, ils sont aussi les dirigeants de l'avenir. Aussi suis-je

pariculierement heureux du fait que l'.idee nee d'abord dans les

esprits des responsables devoues du Fonds des Nations Unies

pour l'enfance, pour etre, par la suite, adoptee par les dirigeants

de six Etats, a savoir : le Canada, le Mali, le Mexique, le

Pakistan, la Suede et 1'Egypte, ait trouve un terrain international

propice aupres des leaders d'un grand nombre de pays tant au Nord

qu'au Sud, a l'Est qu'a l'Ouest. L'ampleur sans precedent de la

reponse a la convocation dfun sommet sur l'enfance constitue un

indice significatif de la nature meme de 1'ere vers laquelle nous

nous dirigeons, en cette derniere decennie du XXe siecle. II s'agit
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d'une epoque gui fait des droits de l'homae le fondement meme des

relations Internationales; j'entends par la l'homme en tant

qu'individu et son droit a une vie libre, digne et sure, et l'homme

en tant que peuple et son droit a I1 auto-determination, au choix,

en toute liberte et sans aucune ingerence etrangere, de son systeme

politique, economique* et social.

II est par consequent logique de nous preoccuper des

droits de l'homme en tant qu1 unite unique et indivisible, du point

de vue du concept et de la demarche a suivre. II est egaleraent

normal que cet interet se manifeste a des echelons progressifs

correspondant aux differentes etapes de la vie, 1'enfance etant

l'etape premiere.

L' Egypt e a pris toutes les me sure s necessaires en vue de

mettre en oeuvre les principaux elements.contenus dans la

convention Internationale relative aux Droits de 1'Enfant, avant

meme son entree en vigueur sur le plan international. Ainsi notre

plan d'action national dans le domaine de l'enfance adopte la meme

approche definie par le Plan d1Action et la Declaration du Sommet

de l'Enfance, a la preparation desqueIs l'Egypte a participe

activement.

La convocation d'un sommet de meme nature s'inscrit done,

de facon logique et naturelle, dans le cadre de notre pensee

politique dans son ensemble et de notre action reelle dans toutes

ses particularites.
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La Declaration politique du Soromet de l'Enfance, ainsi

que le Plan d'Action adoptes par la Conference seront mis en oeuvre

par mon pays immediatement des la cloture des travaux de la dite

Conference. II s'agit en effet de deux instruments importants sur

lesquels je suis pariculierement heureux d'apposer ma signature.

Pour ma part, et en ma qualite de President de la Republique Arabe

d'Egypte j ' ai pris I1initiative de proclamer la decennie 1989-1999

Decennie de lfEnfant Egyptien. Pendant cette periode nous allons

achever la vaccination generalisee des enfants en Egypte contre les

maladies de l'enfance. La Sante et 1'Education sont en effet les

deux piliers sur lequels nos fils et nos filles pourront s'appuyer

a l'avenir pour participer activement au developement de la

societe. Le proverbe dit en effet "Mens sana in corpore sano".
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MIS1ON PERMANENTE DE EL SALVADOR

ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

46 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK, N. Y. 1 OO1 6

MENSAJE DEL LIC. ALFREDO F. CRISTIANI
PRESIDENTS DE IA REPUBLICA DE EL SALWOOK

EN OCASICN DE IA CELEBRACION DE IA
COMBKE MONDIAL EN FAVOR DE IA INTONCm • ;;:

• '•'^,

EN O C A S I Q N DE CELEBRARSE I A COMBRE MONDIAL B ? FKVOR D E I A ^!

I N F A N C I A , TENGO E L HONOR, EN NOMBRE DEL PUEBLO Y G C B I H W D O B E L S A U M G R , •'%
DE EXPRESAR NUESTTK) MAS SINCERO RECONCCIMIENTO PCR ESffl. n t l C X a m f t , QBE ^ 1
PERMITIRA, QOE AL MAS ALTO NIVEL, NOSOTROS, LOS RESPCHSRBLBS T C J S B & S »
I A CCNDOCCICN DE LOS PUEBLOS QUE FORMAN LA OCMUKKW) OTTERNftCICNNU,
REAFIRMEMOS EL CCMPRCMISO PARA ALCANZAR LOS OBJETIVOS Y fcS'iWHJGIAS QBE
ASEGUREN LA SUPERVIVENCIA, LA PROTECCION Y EL DESARHOUO CE WB HSK&* ^
QOE SCN EL FU1URO DE LA HlSffiNIDAD. EL CUADRAGESDO QDDWO PEESEQDO - |
ORDIKARIO DE SESICTffiS DE I A ASAMBLEA GENERAL SERR RBOCRDftDO I S f f i i B I *gj
PCRQUE, DURANTE EL KESMO, SE CELEBRARA LA CDT-ffiRE DE JEFES DE ESWDO O 4

GOBIERNO, QUE NO TIENE PRECEDENTES SQBRE EL TEMA DE I A

I A CELEBRACION DE ESTA CUMBRE MONDIAL TIENE ON H 3 D S I G N I F T C W O , S I '4
SE TIENEN EN CUENTA I A S LAMENTABLES OONDICIONES EN QOE VIVER HE££0NES DE 1
NIROS EN NUESTRO PLANETA, EN ESPECIAL EN LOS PAISES EN DESARHXJO, EN WS
CUALES LA SITOACION ECC»K)MICA Y SOCIAL, EN LUGAR DE HBJQBAR, S E mmom •,->*
ESTANCADA O TIENDE A UN MAYO? DETERIOTip. .PQR I A PERSISTQ3CIA D E fiCS - 1
FACTCRES NEGATIVOS QOE CBSTOCOLIZAN EL CRECIMIENTO T EL C C S N 3 W L I O , I
QUE SE REFLEJA EN LA DRAP5ATICA SITUACICW EN QUE VIVHf VAS1CS SBCTCraS CE A
LA POBLACICN INFANTIL EN DIFERENTES AREAS GEOGRAFK3S. EN NGESCRQ6
PAISES SUBDESARROLLADOS DEBEMOS Y TENEMOS EL COWPKOKISO DE REEWMJUAR
NOESTRO ESTILO DE DESARROLLO, EN EL CUAL LOS ASPEG30S EN EHUCR DE I A *
INFANCIA TIENEN QUE OCUPAR UN LUGAR PRIQRITARIO, DE 1BL MANERA QUE LCB '
PROBLEKAS DE DESNUTRICION, HAMBRE, SALUD, MCKTALIDM), ANALFABETISMO,
FALTA DE HOGAR, DISCRIMINACICN E IGUALDAD DE DERECHOS, EL P R C ^ S f f i DE £ 0 6
NIKOS DE LA GUERRA, NIflOS REFUGIADOS Y DESPIAZADOS, ETC. POEEftK T&BR
UNA RESPUESTA Y UNA SOLUCICN, QUE EN ULTIMA INSTANCIA BENEFICIftRA A U&
RESPECTIVAS SOCIEDADES NACICNALES.

CREO OPC^TUNO HACER UNA REFERENCIA ESPECIFICA A CCS NISOS DE
EL SALVADOR QUE VIVEN EN UNA SITOACION ESPECIAL POR I A E X I S I H C I A DE CK
COSIFLICIO ARMADO, DEL CUAL HEMDS TENIDD UNA L A l S H r f t H E Y D U »
EXPERIENCIA, ESPECIALMEKTE POR I A COLOCACIOi INDISCRIH3NADA DE MIKAS K »
PARTE DE GRUPOS IRREGULARES ALZADOS EK ARMAS, QUE HAN CAOSADO MWERICS,
^!UTILACIOKEE E INVALIDOS, PARTICUIARMEMIE EN I A POBLBCICN WFNmU QUE
POR SU INOCENCIA IGNC^AN EL PELIGRO QUE REPRESENlftN; S H U K D C K A I A QOE
EL GOEIERNO DE EL SALVADOR CmJUNTAMENTF CON LA EMPHBS2V PRIVADA HAK
OTORGADO ESPECIAL ATENCICN PARA PROTEGER A ESTAS V I C T O R S INOCENTES, A



TRAVES DE LA CREACION DE INSTITUCIONES DIRIGIDAS A ALIVIAR, EN PARTE, EL
SUFRIMIENTO QUE HA SIDO CAUSADO; ASICOMO TAMBIEN CON LA REALI2ACION DE
PROGRAMAS PREVENTIVOS FOR MEDIO DE CONFERENCIAS POR PERSONAL
ESPECIALIZADO DE LA GOMISION DE DERECHOS HUMANOS GUBERNAMENTAL Y
DIFUSION POR LOS MEDIOS DE CGMUNICACICN SOCIAL.

ANTE ESTA REALIDAD, A LA CUAL SE SUMAN OTROS PROELEMAS
TRADICIONALES QUE AFECTAN EL CRECIMIENTO Y DESARRQLLO DE LOS NINOS EN MI
PAIS, MI GOBIERNO HA DADO MUESTRAS PARA ENCONTRAR SOLUCIONES A UNA
SITUACION QUE CADA VEZ SE VUELVE MAS DRAMATICA Y QUE TENEMOS LA
OBLIGACION MORAL Y LEGAL DE BOSCARLE SOLUCIONES. POR ELLO, FIRMAM05 Y
RATIFICAMOS LA CONVENCION SOBRE LOS DERECHOS DEL NINO Y PONDREMOS EN
PRACTICA IDS COMPROMISOS QUE SE ADOPTEN EN LA DECLARACtON SOBRE LA
SUPERVIVENCIA, LA PROTECCION Y EL DESARROLLO DEL NINO, ASI COMO EN EL
PLAN DE ACCION PARA LA APLICACION DE IA DECLARACTON MONDIAL EN EL DECENIO
DE MIL NOVECIENTOS NOVENTA.

SIN EMBARGO, EN EL CASO DE EL SALVADOR, EN LA ACTUAL COYUNTURA ES
MUY IMPORTANTE, ANTES QUE NADA, LOGRAR LA FINAUZACCCN DEL CONFLICTO
ARMADO Y LOGRAR LA PAZ Y LA RECONCILIACICN NACIONAL, OBJETIVO PARA EL
CUAL REITERAMOS NOESTRA FIRME VOLUNTAD POLITICA A FIN DE LOGRAR UNA
SOLUCION POR MEDIO DEL PROCESO DE tSEGOCIACION QUE ESTAMOS LLEVANDO
ADELANTE CON EL FRENTE FARABUNDO MARTI, BAJO LOS AUSPICIOS Y BUENOS
OFICIOS DEL SECRETARIO GENERAL DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS; Y CUYA
FINALIZACICN, SIN DUDA ALGUNA, REDUNDARA EN UN MAYOR BIENESTAR PARA LOS
NINOS DE EL SALVADOR, AL SUSTITUIRSE EL ESTADO DE VIOLENCIA POR EL DE
UNA SITUACION PACIFICA Y ESTABLE QUE PERMTriRA UN DESARROLLO NORMAL Y
PAdFICO- OONSECUENTEMENTE DESEARIAMOS CUE EL FMLN FLEXIBIUZARA
SUS POSICIONES, A FTN DE QUE DDGREMOS A LA MAYOR BREVEDAD IA CESACION DEL
CONFLICTO ARMADO, PARA BENEFICIO DE NUESTRA POBLACION Y EN PARTICULAR DE
LA NINEZ SALVADORERA. ; -

FINALMENTE, DESEO EXPRESAR, QUE EN LAS CONDICIONES ACTUALES, DADO
EL ESTADO DE LA ECONOMIA DE NUESTROS PAISES, DE: NUESTRA CAPACIDAD, DE
NUESTROS RECURSOS Y DEL ENTORNO ECONCMICb INTERNACICNAL, CONSIDERAM3S
QUE PARA LA CONSECUCICN DE LOS OBJETIVOS EN FAVOR DE LA NiSEZ, ES
IMPRESCINDIBLE LA CCOPERACION Y ASISTENCIA INTERNACICNAL, TANTO BILATERAL
OOMO MULTILATERAL, Y CREEMOS QUE ESTA PCDRA HACERSE EFECTIVA POR LA
CONVICCION MISMA QUE EXISTE EN LOS GOBERNANTES, Y POR EL NUEVO CLIMA DE
SOLIDARIDAD Y CCOPERACION QUE SE ESTA DANDO EN LAS RELACIONES
INTERNACIONALES-

ESPERO QUE LAS CONCLUSIONES Y RECOMENDACICNES DE LA CUMBRE MONDIAL,
SE HAGAN REALIDAD PARA BENEFICIO DE LA NINEZ EN EL MUNDO.
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September 30,1990

World Summit For Children
Leadership For Children Message
By Mr. Harri Holkeri, Prime Minister of Finland

I would like to congratulate the initiators of this World
Summit for Children for their vision, their courage and their
determination. This meeting provides a unique opportunity to
bring together the experiences and the wisdom of the national
leaders from all corners of the world, East and West, South
and North.

In Finland our national framework of education, health and
social care have over the years been refined to a high level.
Thanks to a pioneering work in the field of maternity and child
health care our infant mortality is one of the lowest. Every
Finnish child, without exception, receives her or his primary
education without any cost to the family.

Against this background of the efficiently functioning welfare
society there is reason to ask whether the childhood of every
Finn is a happy one.

The answer, we have to admit, is not in all cases affirmative.
In our efficient and competitive society many children still lack
genuine love, care and the sense of basic security. Material
welfare has in some instances pushed aside some of the values
that contribute to a balanced development of self-esteem and
personality in a young and fragile human being.

Although we recognize that poverty is the basic underlying
factor to the suffering of millions of the world's children, we
thus can from our own experience conclude that affluence itself
does not solve all the problems of childhood.

The Heads of States and Governments of more than 70
countries have rallied together today for the cause of the
world's children. We are thus signalling our joint political
commitment. It remains for each of us to ensure in the
coming months and years through our concrete deeds that the
expectations raised by this Summit will be met.

Our objective should be that the potential of every child must
have a chance to develop to the fullest.

Harri Holkeri
Prime Minister of Finland
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MISSION PERMANENTE DE LA
REPUBLIQUE GABONAISE 1 K^53f C 18 EAST 41ST STREET, «TH FLOOR
AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES ^fX^Sfr NEW YORK, NEW YORK 1«H7

MESSAGE DU PRESIDENT

DE LA REPUBLIQUE GABONAISE

AU

SOMMET MONDIAL DE L1ENFANT

MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT,

C'EST UN GRAND HONNEUR POUR MOI EE PRENDRE LA PAROLE

AU NOM DE LA REPUBLIQUE GABONAISE, EN CETTE CIRCONSTANCE

HISTORIQUE QUI REUNIT, SOUS L'EGIDE DE L'ORGANISATION

DES NATIONS UNIES, LES PLUS HAUTES AUTORITES QUI

PRESIDENT AUX DESTINEES DE LEUR CPAYS RESPECTIF POUR

S'INTERROGER ET REFLECHIR ENSEMBLE SUR LA CONDITION

ACTUELLE ET A VENIR DE L'ENFANCE.

JE TIENS A FELICITER LES ORGANISATEORS DE

CETTE CONFERENCE DONT LA COMPOSITION EST A LA MESURE DE

L'ENJEU DU SUJET QU'ELLE VA EXAMINER ET DONT LA TENUE,

AUJOURD'HUI NE PEUT ETRE ATTRIBUES AU HASARD. IL S'AGIT

DE FAIRE LE POINT SUR LES INITIATIVES ET LES ACTIONS

ENTREPRISES, A CE JOUR, DE FAJON PARCELLAIRE DANS LE

CADRE DES INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISEES DES NATIONS UNIES.

CETTE EVALUATION DEVRAIT RE VELER LA NECESSITE

DE CONCEVOIR DES MECANISMES DE COORDINATION POUR EN.

ACCROITRE L'EFFICACITE ET POUR LES AMELIORER.



CETTE MEME EVALUATION NOUS IMPOSE SURTOUT, DANS LE

TRAITEMENT DES QUESTIONS RELATIVES A L'ENFANCE, AU PLAN

TANT NATIONAL QU1INTERNATIONAL, D*EN AVOIR UNE APPROCHE

GLOBALE QUI TIENNE COMPTE DES ASPECTS CLASSIQUES TELSQUE

CEUX TOUCHANT A L1EDUCATION, A LA MALNUTRITION OU LA

SANTE, MAIS QUI INTEGRE DES AXES NOUVEAUX A LA LUMIERE

DES CONSEQUENCES DU DEVELOPPEMENT TECHNOLOGIQUE, DE

L1EXPLOSION DEMOGRAPHIQUE, DE L1URBANISATION GALOPANTE,

DE LA VULNERABILITE DU MILIEU FAMILIAL FACE AUX

CONTRAINTES DE LA VIE MODERNE.

DE FAIT, LES DIFFICULTES QUI ETREIGNENT LES

PERSONNES ADULTES NE PEUVENT ETRE QUE PLUS ECRASANTES

ENCORE POUR LfENFANT OU L1ADOLESCENT QUI A BESOIN D'UN

MINIMUM DE SECURITE POUR SON DEVELOPPEMENT.

LES ETATS QUE NOUS REPRESENTONS, LES SYSTEMES

DE VALEUR QU'ILS DIFFUSENT SZ*B ENMSEIKESSR LA LOGIQUE NI

LES EFFETS , SONT LES PREMIERS RESPONSABLES DE

L'INSECURITE QUI RUINE NOS SOCIETES, CELLES-LA MEME OU

DOIT S'OPERER LA TRANSFORMATION DE LA!CONDITION D'ENFANT

A LA CONDITION D'HOMME. C'EST DONC A UN RENVERSEMENT

DES VALEURS DONT LA FINALITE SEfft LE BONHEUR DE L'HOMME/

QUE NOUS DEVONS ENSEMBLE ORIENTER NOS .EFFORTS. NOUS NE

POUVONS CONTOURNER CETTE PRIORITE. CETTE CONFERENCE

PEUT SERVIR DE CADRE POUR PROCEDER A L'INVENTAIRE DES

VALEURS PERMANENTES ET ETERNELLES QUI CONSTITUENT LE

DENOMINATEUR COMMUN DU GENRE HUMAIN. EN NOUS ACCORDANT

SUR LEUR RECONNAISSANCE, NOUS POURRIONS NOUS ENGAGER A

LES RETENIR COMME LE FONDEMENT UNIVERSEL DES ACTIONS ET

DES POLITIQUES QUE NOUS SERONS APPELES A ENTREPRENDRE EN

FAVEUR DE L'ENFANCE.

EL HADJ OMAR BONGO
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RfifUBUC or ran GAMBIA

i LEADERSHIP MESSAGE TO THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD

i

j As we, the Heads of State and Government gather in

New Vork for the World Summit for Children, I am extremely

delighted to send wannest greetings to all the children

of tb|e wot Id,
i
: This important Summit, as most of us are aw^re,

brings together leaders of many nations who together will

try to resolve some of the universal problems affecjting

children. That a record number of us are assembled' in New

York {is a testimony of the importance we attach to fche

welfare of children, ;

i It is ay fervent hope that at the end of our

deliberations, -this buromit will come up with important

decisions and declarations which will guide our respective

Governments in.our future policies and programmes for your

welfare*

I I find it disheartening to note that as I send this

message to you, children of the world, almost 40,000 of you

undeî  the age of five die every day in the developing

countries. These deaths are largely from preventable causes,,

which cost so little in terms of health care. Many'more of

you Who survive beyond the age of five, suffer varying

degrees of poverty, ignorance and disease,

j The United Nations Children's Fund has been drawing

our attention to the rather appalling statistics of \ your

situation the world over. j
i . i

: Some of you are used as source of cheap leabour,

Yet others are abandoned and left to fend for themselves in

the streets often under very deplorable conditions. Some

end up being prostitutes and or drug addicts. . '

; The international community cannot and should not

allow this unsatisfactory state of affairs to continue. Our



— 2 —

concerted effort is required to resolve these problems,

hence the World Summit for children*

I am sure Z will be speaking for the other Heads of

Stato and Government when I say that this Summit will offer

us the unique opportunity of addressing these issues and

taking bold decisions which would form a blue print for

dealing with issues affecting you.

The basis of human capital development on which the

overall socio-economic development of a nation depends has

its roots in child development. You are pffgftfr.fi for

development. You are continuity. And you are the future•

Therefore, the glory of the future of humankind lies in the

prosperity of today's children o£ the world. Thus it behoves

all parents, leaden*, taaolierfc, and indeed Governments to

care and eater for all children the world over. , It ie a

moral duty.

This Summit ie tangible evidence ©f our: commitment and

dedication in fulfilling that duty. We should not fail in

our duty.

X wish you long life, good health, peace, progress and

prosperity* God bless you children of the world.

f\&-&^r?U$-'

tiraba Jawara
Republic Of The Gambia

Dawda K
President of the
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF STATE AND CHAIRMAN
OF THE PNDC ON THE OCCASION OF THE WORLD SUMMIT

EQE CHILDREN - NEW YORK, 29 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1990

"On this historic occasion of the convening of the World

Summit for Children, it gives me great pleasure to convey to all

children of the world, especially those children who have been

privileged to witness the occasion on behalf of their brothers

and sisters throughout the world, my sincere and warm greetings

and the best wishes of the Children of Ghana, I also extend my

greetings and warmest congratulations to the distinguished

initiators for their vision and initiative which have been

translated into the largest gathering ever of world leaders to

consider issues relating to children. It is my belief that their

commitment and dedication will serve as a beacon for generations

of world leaders to come.

We have come together at this Summit to obtain agreement at

the highest political level, for a plan of action for putting

into operation proven activities for saving children's lives and

protecting their healthy growth and development. To me, this

Summit is an epoch-making event which offers mankind the

opportunity to take one giant step forward in its search for

solutions to the numerous problems confronting children and the

societies in which they live. It is my personal conviction and

hope that the Declaration of the Summit and its Programme of

Action unanimously adopted will serve as an impetus for true

political commitment to the protection, survival and development

of children throughout the world.



As we celebrate this unique occasion, I wish to focus

attention on the plight of the millions of children in various

parts of the world, particularly in the developing countries, who

suffer much unacceptable deprivations and indignities. Let us

continue to think about those children in developing countries

who could be saved at minimal cost, but who die in thousands

everyday as a result of the lack of commitment and the means to

protect and save them. Let us continue to think of orphans,

malnourished and refugee children throughout the world. Let us

resolve together to contribute to making their lives meaningful

and worth living. Our collective experience proves that child

survival and development are possible through commitment,

organisation and mobilisation.

Let us transform that commitment into concrete programmes

for the survival, development and protection of children

everywhere."

FLT. LT. J.J. RAWLINGS
HEAD OF STATE AND CHAIRMAN
OF THE PNDC
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MESSAGE OF MR. CONSTANTINE MITSOTAKIS.
PRIME MINISTER OF GREECE

TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

The World Summit for Children has presented the international
community with the challenge to focus its attention to the children of
the world and to take urgent action for the protection and promotion of
their rights and for their well-being. It 1s a challenge for the world
leaders to undertake the commitment to provide a better future for
humanity's most vulnerable as well as most cherished segment of the
population, on which the future of mankind depends.

Millions of children around the world die «wery year from
hunger and diseases which are not unpreventable or Incurable;
live under conditions which are not safe or health; &* neglected
and abused, or are deprived of opportunities for education and
devel opment. -.*.-•

The United Nations, through its UNICEF-supported programmes, has
played a very constructive role In.Its efforts to meet the continuing
and increasing needs of children around the world and in particular 1n
the developing countries. ••;•*.' .

The World Summit for Children, which Is the first of its kindy
enhances political commitment to ensure the survival and protection of
children as well as their participation as key elements in the socio-
economic development of all countries. Concerted international action
and cooperation among nations in addressing the needs of children and 1n
establishing goals and strategies for the protection of their rights,
can generate the necessary national and international commitment needed
to improve the overall quality of children's life.

To achieve progress in this context, the personal and active
commitment of national leaders is needed. As Greece's Prime Minister,
I have renewed my commitment to the cause of protection and promotion of
the rights of children in Greece, of ensuring their well-being and
of enhancing their opportunities for a better future.



In Greece, national programmes Include, among others, child
health improvement, protection of human environment, establishment of
more child-care centers, combat of drug abuse, educational and cultural
exchanges among children of different countries.

The United Nations has played a vital role in the field of
protection and promotion of human rights and in particular in
safeguarding the rights of vulnerable groups. The Convention on the
Rights of the Child, adopted in November 1989, is of-great significance.
It covers a wide range of rights for the children; it goes well beyond
existing legal norms and practices and charts entirely new territory in
a number of areas, such as adoption, protection of children from sexual
exploitation, drug abuse and neglect.

Greece was among the first countries to sign the Convention.
We are working actively towards completing the Parliamentary procedures
necessary for its ratification.

It is my earnest conviction that the World Summit for Children,
will spread worldwide the growing awareness for children's rights.
It will transform Into positive action the commitment of the world's
leaders to promote the well-being and to ensure the upbringing of our
children in the spirit of the Ideals of peace, dignity and freedom.
The survival and the stability of our nations and the consolidation of
peace in the world depend on our children.
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PRIME MINISTER

GRENADA

MESSAGE OH THE OCCASION OP THB
WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

for grovth and development.

child.
I believe that leaders have a strict responsibility to
ensure tMt t L children arefWi clothed and touUtt
nrnvided with adequate health services and equal
!p£rtunitiWesthfor I g2od education. These eoao.rn. must

discrimination.

i believe that our actions must provide clear 'iff™^*
that we are prepared to bequeath to our children a legacy

Swas a s ass s-iff-sss s a'ussj

PRIME MINISTER

Septcadber 25 / 1990



GUATEMALA



PRESIDENCY DE LA RE PUB LI CA
GUATEMALA, C A.

UCVlNIUO CERtZO ARlVALO

OTOJIEACWB DEL IflSDUB KUU» TOB1C1O CEBKZO AIEVALO

A LA CUfBBE MDHDXAL ES FAV0K DK LA IKFANCXA

La Cumbre Mundial en favor de la Infancia marc* un hlto en la hlstoria

de la humanidad. A pesar de que razones de fuerza mayor me han impedido

estat presente. Guatemala ae hace partlcipe del compromise comun en apoyo

a los nlnoa y su future mejor.

El aiglo veinte ha sido sumamente tonvulsionado. Cuantloeos recursos

ton sldo invertidos-en SuerraS y « medio de la destrucci6n y desolacion

que han causado, los nines, han sido los mfie afectados. La decada de

1990 se inicia con una nota eaperanzadora 4l haber conclufdo la guerra

trU. Las naciones se han acercado mas. En un mundo cada vez mfis

interdependiente, han manifestado la voluntad de fortalecer la paz a

travel del dialogo y la negociacifixl. Esto se ha logrado en Centto

America. maniffcStSndolo aSl, las declaraciones emanadaa de las Cumbres

Presidenclales. El Proceso de Vaz M inlci6 con el Acuerdo de Eaquipula*

tl. Tencmos pues, la voluntad y asumimoa el compromiso de cumpiirlo

plenamente.

Ui pa?. y la democracia se han vlsto conaolidadas en casl Codas las

regiOnes del mndo. La paz, sin embargo, e B precarla y puede revertirse

si las ccndtclones .coofcioB exiStenteS no son auperados lo m«9 pronto

poslble. ES necesario que las Saciones Dnld*S contlnuen suB esfuerzos

para que *e fortalezcn la paZ, la justicla y la equldad. Hoy ae hace

posihle que invirtamoa en el future de paz, concordia y armonla. Es

indispensable que ese future se forje desde au ralz. Esa ralz ^ ^

niiiofl.



Las nlfios del nmndo son inocentes, vulnerable y dependlentes. Es

imperative cobrar plena conciencia respecto a la neceeidad de invertir

recursos economics para promover U educacion y preparaciSn para su

desarrollo econ6mico, social, cultural y politico. U primera fase la

concilia la Asamblea General de las Nacionea Unidas al hater adoptado

la Convencion Internacional sobre los Derechos del Nino, la cual Guatemala

suscribi5 en su momento. y ya ha ratificado. cono nu^atra de su apoyo

y su compromise con los nitioa. La segunda y nec«aria fase consiste

en U inversiSn que hoy se inicia '9*t* mejorar su situacion, la cual

augurn un futuro. en que la paz sea la regla y no la excepcion... donde

la negociaciSn, el diilogo y la convivencla paclfica eean la orden del

dla. ' .

Celebramos que los Jefes de • Estado y de Gobierno reimidoa en la Cumbre

Mundial se esfuercen par acordar el legado que loa gobernante. del »undo

de hoy conceden a los gobernantea del maiiana: Laa bases para que donde

el imperio de la ley, la justicia y la equidad, el respeto » la

integridad y la persona humana, sean una realidad,

Guatenala hace un llamado a la cornimidad internacional para que aune

sus esfuerzos para asegurar a loa nifios del mundo un futuro mas justo

y equitativo y h a « suya la Declaracion Mundial sobre la Supervlvencia,

la ProtecciSn y el Desarrollo del Nino, asl coaio el Plan de Accirfn para

U Aplicaci6n de U declaracifin qu/^Tldo^a^-^r-ltrae Septiembre de

1990 en Nueva York.. "\ / >. yf A

Marco Vi^icio " »*«*»-1^- * ^ » » *-
PresidettLt UlilULlHi/ifnal 1 %j^Lw t
de la Repiiblica de fcuatemalfi^ ̂ ^ ^

Guatemala, 29 de Septiembre de 1990.
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LES LEADERS NATIONAUX PLAIDENT

LA CAUSE DES ENFANTS

Jamais un thSme aussi fondamental que celui de la
petite enfance n'aura re"uni autant de sensibilitgs dans le
raonde.

Pendant deux (2) jours, tous les coeurs battront a"
l'unisson de cette classe d'age si sensible et si attachan-
te.

La GUINEE qui connait un taux de mortality infantile
tire's §lev€, ne peut §tre en laisse dans ce rendez-vous des
"Etats Ge"ne"raux" de 1'Enfance.

L'une des ttches les plus importantes auxquelles le
Gouvernement de la DeuxiSme Rgpublique s'est attele" au len-
demain du 3 Avril 1984, a e"te" et demeure la restauration des
Squilibres macro-Sconoraiques permettant la relance d'une €co-
nomie jadis hypertrophiSe en vue de 1'amelioration des condi-
tions de vie des populations guinSennes.

Populations Guin6ennes disons-nous, mais surtout les
plus vulnSrables dont les femmes et les enfants qui repr€sen-
tent successiveraent 51,3% et 16,5% de la population.

C'est ainsi qu'un service d'encadrement de la petite
enfance sous I'autorite" d'une Directrice Nationale des Affai-
res Sociales a e"te" crfie au'sein du MinistSre des Affaires
Sociales et de l'Emploi.

Je me rSjouis de constater que cette entite" fonction-
ne S la satisfaction des populations.

Dans cette optique, et.grSce au programme de coopSra-
tion entre 1'UNICEF et le Gouvernement couvrant la pSriode
1987-1991, il est important de faire remarquer que des rSsul-
tats significatifs ont Ste" enr€gistr$s.

Je m'en veux pour preuve €voquer les succSs accomplis
dans les domaines des Stablissements pr^-scolaires, de I1in-
tegration sociale des enfants abandonne"s et orphelins, de la
mise en oeuvre de textes lSgislatifs rSglementant la protec-
tion de 1'Enfance

C'est ainsi que grSce S l'Ordonnance No 300/PRG/84
du 27 Octobre 1984 portant liberation des initiatives pri-
vies en matiSre d'Sducation, il a €t§ proc§d€ S la construc-
tion en moyenne de dix (10) e*tablissements prS-scolaires par
an.
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Toutefois, l'heure n'est pas de verser dans un
optimisme excessif qui cacherait mal l'ampleur des tS-
ches qui attendent mon Pays- Car comme le dit un prover-
be de chez nous : " Lorsqu'on vous aide a vous laver en
vous frottant le dos, pensez aussi a" vous frotter le ven-
tre et la poitrine".

Je ne cache pas que I1effort nScessaire S fournir
doit venir de nous-mSmes, de nos braves populations con-
frontSes, il faut bien l'avouer, S d'gnormes dSfis.

En ce qui le concerne le Gouvernement de la Rgpubli-
que de GUINEE voudrait exprimer son engagement a traduire
en actes concrets la Declaration Mondiale en faveur de la
survie, de la protection et du dSveloppement des enfants
au cours de la derniSre DScennie de ce siScle ainsi que la
mise en oeuvre du Plan d*Action.

Je voudrais enfin, souhaiter a tous les enfants,
de la Cordill&re des Andes au delta du Mekong, en passant
par 1'Afrique au Sud du Sahara de recouvrer cette petite
chose qui redonne espoir et confiance a tant de parents af-
fliggs dans le monde : le sourire.

GENERAL DE DIVISION LANSANA GONTE
- PRESIDENT DU COMITE MILITAIRE DE REDRESSEMENT NATIONAL
- CHEF DE L'ETAT
- PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE G U I N E- E
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MENSAGEM DE SUA EXCELENCIA O GENERAL
JOAo BERNARDO VIEIRA

PRESIDENTE DO CONSELHO DE ESTADQ
DA REPUBLICA DA GUINE-BISSAU
POR OCASlAo DA CIMEIRA MUNDIAL

SOBRE AS CRIANCAS

A CIMEIRA MUNDIAL SOBRE AS CRIANCAS OCORRE NOM MOMENTO EM QUE SE
VERIFICAM PROFUNDAS MDDANCAS ESTAS QUE SUSCITAM GRANDES ESPERANCAS
PARA TODA A HUMANIDADE.

E POIS NECESSARIO MANTER AS TENDENCIAS ACTDAIS E PROMOVER ATRAVES
DUM DIALOGO PERMANENTE E CONSTRUTIVO ENTRE AS NAC5ES UM CLIMA DE
PAZ E DE ENTENDIMENTO ENTRE TODOS OS PAISES.

A CIMEIRA MONDIAL SOBRE AS CRIANCAS REVESTE-SE DE IMPORTANCIA
PARTICULAR, PORQUANTO VAI PERMITIR AO NfVEL MAIS ALTO DOS NOSSOS
GOVERNOS RESPECTIVOS UMA REFLEXAO COMUM. COM O INTUITO DE VELAR PELA
PROTECCAo DA CRIANCA, SUA EDUCACAo E DESENVOLVIMENTO NUM CLIMA
SOCIAL, CULTURAL E ECON6MICO, PROPfCIO E NUM MEIO AMBIENTE SAO.

ASSIM SENDO, E COM ENTUSIASMO QUE REITERAMOS A NOSSA DETERMINACAO
DE PRESERVAR A SOBREVIVENCIA E O BEM ESTAR DAS GERAgOES VINDOURAS
E A NOSSA DECISAo DE CUMPRIR INTEGRALMENTE A "DECLARACAO MUNDIAL A
FAVOR DA SOBREVIVENCIA, DA PROTECCAO E. DO. DESENVOLVIMENTO DAS
CRIANCAS11. '

SUBSCREVEMOS AS PRIORIDADES DEFINIDAS PELO UNICEF PARA OS ANOS 90,
SINGULARMENTE AO PRINCf PIO DA PROTECCAO DA VIDA E Q DESENVOLVIMENTO
NORMAL DA CRIANCA QUE DEVE CONSTITUIR UMA PREOCUPAQAO CONSTANTE DA
COMUNIDADE INTERNACIONAL.

A IMPLEMENTACAO DE MEDIDAS QUE VISEM ASSEGURAR O DESENVOLVIMENTO
INTEGRAL DA CRIANCA, QUE SAO AS FLORES DA HUMANIDADE E A RAZAO DE
SER DOS NOSSOS ESFORCOS CONJUNTOS E UMA TAREFA UNIVERSAL.

FORMULAMOS VOTOS PARA QUE A CIMEIRA MUNDIAL SOBRE AS CRIANCAS SEJA
COROADA DE EXITOS E CONTRIBUA, DECISIVAMENTE, PARA UM AMANHA TAo
BELO COMO O SORRISO DE TODAS AS CRIANCAS DO MUNDO.



MESSAGE DE SON EXCELLENCE
LE GENERAL JOAO BERNARDO VIEIRA
PRESIDENT DU CONSEIL D'ETAT DE
LA REPUBLIOUE DE GUINEE-BISSAU

A L/OCCASION DU SOMMET MONDIAL SUR LyENFANT

LE SOMMET MONDIAL SUR L'ENFANT SE TIENT A UN MOMENT OU DE PROFONDS
BOULEVERSEMENTS AGITENT LE MONDE. CES EVENEMENTS SUSCITENT DE
GRANDS ESPOIRS POUR TOUTE L'HUMANITE.

IL EST DONC NECESSAIRE DE MAINTENIR LES TENDANCES ACTUELLES ET
PROMOUVOIR UN CLIMAT DE PAIX ET DE COMPREHENSION ENTRE TOUS LES
PAYS EN ENTRENANT UN DIALOGUE PERMANENT ET CONSTRUCTIF ENTRE LES
NATIONS.

LE SOMMET MONDIAL SUR L'ENFANT REVET UNE IMPORTANCE PARTICULIERE
QUI VA PERMETTRE AU NIVEAU LE PLUS ELEVE DE NOS GOUVERNEMENTS
RESPECTIFS UNE REFLEXION COMMUNE DANS LE BUT DE VEILLER A LA
PROTECTION DE L'ENFANT, SON EDUCATION ET SON DEVELOPPEMNET DANS UN
CLIMAT SOCIAL, CULTUREL ET ECONOMIQUE PROPICE ET DANS UN ENVIRONNE-
MENT SAIN.

C'EST DONC AVEC JOIE QUE NOUS REITERONS NOTRE DETERMINATION A
PRESERVER LA SURVIE ET LE BIEN-ETRE DES GENERATIONS FUTURES. NOUS
SOMMES DETERMINES A RESPECTER LA DECLARATION UNIVERSELLE EN FAVEUR
DE LA SURVIE ET DE LA PROTECTION ET DU PEVELOPPEMENT INTEGRAL DE
L'ENFANT.

NOUS SOUTENONS LES PRIORITES DEFINIES PAR L'UNICEF POUR LES ANNEES
90, EN PARTICULIER LE PRINCIPE DE LA PROTECTION DE LA VIE ET DU
DEVELOPPEMENT NORMAL DE L' ENFANT, QUI DOIVENT CONSTITUER LA
PREOCCUPATION CONSTANTE DE LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE.

L'APPLICATION DES MESURES VISANT A ASSURER LE DEVELOPPEMENT
INTEGRAL DE L'ENFANT, FLEUR DE L'HUMANITE ET RAISON D'ETRE DE NOS
EFFORTS CONTINUS REPRESENTE UNE GRANDE TACHE UNIVERSELLE.

NOUS FORMULONS LES VOEUX POUR QUE LE SOMMET MONDIAL SUR L'ENFANT
SOIT COURONNE DE SUCCES ET QU'IL CONTRIBUE DE FACON DECISIVE A UN
LENDEMAIN AUSSI MERVEILLEUX QUE LE SOURIRE DE TOUS LES ENFANTS DU
MONDE.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE CQTQPERATIVE
REPUBLIC OF GUYANA, HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH DESMOND
HOYTE, S.C. ON THE OCCASION-OF THE WORLD SUMMIT

FOR CHILDREN

I applaud my colleagues whose initiative and vision were instrumental

in the convocation of this World Summit for Children. Although I cannot be

personally present at the Summit - a fact which I deeply regret - I do wish

to record my profound commitment to the cause of our children.

This World Summit is an event of great significance which offers the

international community the opportunity, at the highest leadership level,

to assess collectively the status of the world's most precious resource -

our children. Our children are in a unique position. They are universally

acknowledged to represent the future of the world. At the same time they

are not major determinants of that future. Of a certainty, they are the

most vulnerable sector of our population, at risk to the host of problems

and crises that plague our various societies.

Ours, then, is the responsibility as, the leaders of the world, to

ensure that our children's future is bright, happy and secure. We have to

lay the foundations for such a future now. We have to work with deter-

mination to create propitious environment for the healthy development and

all-round well-being of our children.

There are many problems which cast a dark shadow over the future of

our children. These include poverty, hunger, illiteracy, environmental

degradation and the asphxiating consequences of the debt burden faced by

so many developing countries. These problems are inter-linked; we cannot

tackle them in isolation. We therefore have to work towards a comprehensive

solution which can be found within a global context.
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In our country, Guyana, notwithstanding current economic

stringencies, we continue to give priority to the promotion of the

welfare and wellbeing of our children. Oftus, for example, we have

designed and are implementing many children-centred programmes in

education, health, sports and culture. We have also introduced pro-

grammes of financial support for the children of needy parents

through our Social impact Amelioration Programme which is an impor-

tant component of the economic adjustment programme we are at present

implementing.

Guyana's commitment to the cause of our children is unshakeable.

As testimony to this fact, Guyana will sign the Convention on the

Rights of the Child during the Summit and will shortly thereafter

ratify it. We believe that this Convention is a movement in the right

direction. It provides the necessary framework within which we can

secure special rights for children and guarantee their protection, welfare

and development.

The realisation of the ideals that inhere in the Convention is

therefore an immediate task of the international Community. It is my

hope that the deliberations at the Summit will be successful and will

lead to an action plan to progressively enhance the happiness, wellbeing

and development of our children all over the world.
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lie President Provisoire de la Republique

Monsieur le President,

Un Sommet Mondial au cours d'une Session de
l'Assemblee Generale des Nations Unies, quelle preuve plus
eloquente de 1'importance nouvelle que la communaute
internationale entend accorder a l'Enfancel

Cet evenement represented sans conteste, un
repere essentiel dans la longue suite de demarches
entreprises, depuis la «Declaration des. Droits de
llEnfance» en 1959, en vue de modifier la qualite des
rapports entre l'adulte et 1« enfant et assurer a ce
dernier 1•environnement indispensable a 1•epanouissement
de sa personnalxte. ^

Je tiens a presenter mes plus chaleureuses
felicitations a tous les pays, au nombre desguels le
Canada, 1'Egypte, le Mexique, le Mali, 1« Pakistan et la
Suede, qui ont lance cette initiative a tous egards
remarquable.

Je tiens, de meme, a rendre hommage a I1action
de la Pologne a qui revient le grand merite d'avoir fait
admettre la necessite d'une convention internationale sur
les droits de I1 enfant. L"on ne peut passer sous silence
I1action determinante deployee a cet egard par 1'UNICEF et
«Defense Internationale des Enfants»- .

Cette Convention, adoptee par l'Assemblee
Generale, est aujourd'hui une reference indispensable en
la matiere. II appartient desormais aux Etats membres de
I1Organisation des Nations Unies, aux institutions
internationales, a la communaute internationale toute
entiere, d'en faire une realite tangible. Car, ne
1'oublions pas, il existe une situation franchement
dramatique a laquelle est confront^e l'Enfance,
specialement dans les pays defavorises du Tiers-Monde.

En effet, chaque annee, environ 450.000
enfants de par le monde tombent sous les coups de la faim.
Pres de 250.000 deviennent aveugles par carence de
vitaiaine A. Plus d'un quart de million sont frappes de
paralysie par suite de la poliomyelite. A peu pres un
million tombent victimes de paludisme. Et, de surcroit,
1'analphabetisme garde dans ses geoles obscures plus de
130 millions d'etres en &ge de frequenter 1'ecole.



Devant un tableau si sombre, force est de
reconnaitre que c'est par une action d'envergure autrement
plus efficace sur le plan national, regional et
international que nous parviendrons a vaincre ces fleaux.

Je suis heureuse d'annoncer la ratification
prochaine du texte de la Convention par la Republique
5'Haiti. Je voudrais inviter, du meme coup, tous les Etats
membres de 1'ONU a en faire autant de sorte que cet
instrument juridique entre aussi rapidestent que possible
en vigueur.

Mais nous devons nous dire que les regies et
principes definis dans cette Convention, si genereux
soient-ils, ne suffisent pas. Ce n'est que par un nouvel
elan de solidarity internationale que nous pouvons
garantir efficacement les droits de tous nos enfants, sur
quelque continent cp'ils se trouvent, a 1"alimentation, au
logement, aux soins de sante, a I1 education, a un
environnement sain et aussi a etre preserve du fleau de la
guerre.

C'est la une responsabilite collective,
Assumons-la pleinement envers nos enfants. C'est
d'ailleurs une facon concrete de traduire notre foi dans
les droits fondamentaux de 1'homme, dans la dignite et la
valeur de la personne humaine.

Haiti, 30 septembre 1990

(Signe) MADAME ERTHA PASCAL TROUILLOT
PRESIDENT PROVISOIRE DE LA REPUBLIQUE
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To His Excellency Javier P£rez de Cuellar
Secretary General of the United Nations Organization

on the occasion of the
World Summit for Children

**Your children will be 1 ike olive shoots around your
table" <Ps 128:3).

These simple words of the Psalmist speak of children as
a great blessing from God and a source of intense joy for the
family.

Inspired by this positive view of human life, the Holy
See applauds the World Summit for Children as an important
expression and consolidation of the increased awareness which
has been shown by public opinion and States regarding the need
to do much more to safeguard the well-being of the world's
children, to enunciate the rights of the child and to protect
those rights through cultural and legislative actions imbued
with respect for human life as a value ^in itself,
independently of sex, ethnic origin, social or cultural
status, or political or religious conviction. Not being able
personally to take part in the Summit, I extend warmest
greetings to you, Mr Secretary General, and to the
distinguished Heads of State and of Government present.
Confident that the achievements of the human race are a sign
of God's greatness and the fulfilment of his mysterious
design, I ardently invoke divine light and wisdom upon your
deliberations.

I am pleased to express the appreciation of the Catholic
Church for all that has been and is being done under the
auspices of the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies
to guarantee the survival, health, protection and integral
development of children, the most defenceless of our brothers
and sisters, the most innocent and deserving sons and
daughters of our common Father in heaven. The Holy See's
prompt accession to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly onUoverober 20,
1989 accords with the Catholic Church's bi-millenary tradition
of service to those in material or spiritual need, especially
the weaker members of the human family, among whom children
have always received special attention. In the Child of
Bethlehem, Christians contemplate the uniqueness, the dignity
and the need for love of every child. In the example and
teaching of her Founder, the Church perceives a mandate to
devote special care to the needs of children (cf- Mk 10:14);
indeed, m the Christian view, our treatment of children

becomes a measure of our fidelity to the Lord himself (cf. Mt
18:5).

The Church has a vivid perception of the immense burden of
suffering and injustice borne by the children of the world. In my
own ministry and pastoral journeys, I am a witness of the
heartbreaking plight of millions of children in every continent.
They are most vulnerable, because they are least able to make their
voice heard. My contribution to this Summit, Mr Secretary General,
is meant to reinforce before this powerful Assembly the often
wordless but no less legitimate and insistent appeal which the
children of the world address to those who have the means and the
responsibility to make better provision for them.



The children of the world cry out for love. In this case love
stands for the real concern of one human being for another, for the
good that each owes to the other in the bond of our common
humanity. A child cannot survive physically, psychologically and
spiritually without the solidarity which makes us all responsible
for all, a responsibility which assumes particular intensity in the
self-giving love of parents for their offspring. The Holy See
attributes particular significance to the fact that the Convention
recognizes the irreplaceable role of the family in fostering the
growth and well-being of its members. The family is the first and
vital cell of society because of its service to life and because
it is the first school of the social virtues that are the animating
principle of the existence and development of society itself. The
well-being of the world's children therefore depends greatly on the
measures taken by States to support and help families to fulfil
their natural life-giving and formative functions*

The children of the world cry out for greater respect for
theirTnalienable individual dignity and for .their right to ia.fe
from the first moment of conception, even in the face of difficult
circumstances or personal handicap. Every individual, no matter
how small or how seemingly unimportant in utilitarian terras, bears
the imprint of the Creator's image and likeness <c£. Gen 1:26K
Policies and actions which do not recognize that unique condition
of innate dignity cannot lead to a more just and humane world, for
they go against the very values which determine objective moral
categories and which form the basis of rational moral judgments and
right actions.

The International Convention on the Rights- of t&ie. Child
constitutes a statement of priorities and obligations which can
serve as a reference point and stimulus for action on behalf of
children everywhere. The Holy See gladly acceded to and endorses
the Convention on the understanding that goals, programmes and
actions stemming from it will respect the moral and religious
convictions of those to whom they are directed, in particular the
moral convictions of parents regarding the transmission of lite,
with no urging to resort to means which are morally unacceptable,
as well as their freedom in relation to the religious life and
Sducation of their children. Children who are to learn to be
supportive of their fellow man must learn the reality of mutually
supl^rtive relationships in the family itself, where there is
profound respect for all human life, unborn as well as £ r n <*nd
where both n£ther and father jointly make responsible decisions
regarding the exercise of their parenthood.: ..

During the International Year of the Child in 1979 I had the
opportunity of addressing the DN General Assembly. I repeat today,
with increased emphasis, the conviction and hope I manifested at

"NcTcountry on earth, no political system can think of its own
future otherwise than through the image of these new
generations that will receive from their parents the manifold
heritage of values, duties and aspirations of the nation to
which they belong and of the whole human family. Concern for
the child, even before birth, from the first moment of
conception and then throughout the years of infancy and youth,
is the primary and fundamental test of the relationship of one
human being to another. And so, what better wish can I express
for every nation and for the whole of mankind, and for all the
children of the world than a better future in which respect
for human rights will become a complete reality" (Address to
the Dnited Nations, October 2, 1979, no. 21).

May Almighty God lead this Summit to lay a solid juridical
foundation for the achievement of such a reality!

From the Vatican, September 22, 1990.



A Son Excellence Monsieur Javier Perez de Cuellar
Secretaire General de 1'Organisation des Nations Unies

a 1'occasion du
Sommet mondial pour les Enfants

"Tes fils: des plants d'olivier a l'entour de la
table" (Ps 128,3)

Ces simples paroles du psalmiste disent combien
les enfants sont une benediction de Dieu et une source de
joie intense pour la fami lie.

Inspire par cette conception de la vie humaine, le
Saint-Siege considere avec satisfaction le Sommet mondial
pour les Enfants, dans lequel il voit une expression et une
confirmation iraportantes de la conscience, accrue de la part
de I1opinion publique et des Etats, de la*necessit£ de faire
davantage pour sauvegarder le bien«Stre des enfants du
monde, pour definir les droits de i«enfant et pour proteger
ces droits par des actions d'ordre culturel et legislatif,
respectant pleinement la vie humaine comme *valeur en soi,
independamment du sexe, de l'origine ethnique, du statut
social ou culturel, des convictions politiques ou
religieuses. N'^etant pas en me sure ~ de participer
personnellement a ce Sommet, je vous adresse. Monsieur le
Secretaire general, mes salutations les plussinceres, ainsi
qu'aux Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvernement presents. Assure que
les oeuvres de I'homme sont un signe de la grandeur de Dieu
et l'accomplissement de son dessein mysterieux, j'invoque
avec f erveur la l.umiere et la sagesse divines sur vos
deliberations. - p

II m'est agreable d'exprimer l'estime de l'Eglise
catholique a l'egard de tout ce qui a ete fait et de tout ce
qui est fait actuellement sous les auspices des Nations
Unies et de leurs Agences specialisees pour garantir la
survie, la sante, la protection et le developpement integral
des enfants. Parmi nos freres et soeurs, il sont, plus que
tous, sans defense; de tous les fils et les filles de notre
Pere commun des cieux, il sont les plus innocents et le plus
dignes de sollicitude. La prompte adhesion du Saint-Siege a
l a Convention sur le Droits de i'Enfant, adoptee par
l'Assemblee generale des Nations Unies le 20 novembre 1989,
est, pour l'Eglise Catholique, dans l*esprit de sa tradition
bimillenaire de service en faveur de ceux qui sont demunis
materiellement ou spirituellement, en particulier des
membres les plus faibles de la famille humaine, parmi
lesquels les enfants ont toujours fait lfobjet dfune
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attention speciale. Les Chretiens contemplent dans 1' Enfant
de Bethleem le caractere unique de tout enfant, sa dignite
et son besoin d'etre aime. A partir de l'exemple et de
1'enseignement de son Fondateur, l'Eglise prend conscience
de sa propre mission d1attacher une attention particuliere
aux besoins des enfants (cf. Me 10, 14); en effet, du point
de vue Chretien, notre manTere de traiter les enfants
devient la mesure de notre fidelite au Seigneur lui-meme
(cf. Mt 18, 5).

L'Eglise est tres sensible a lfimmense fardeau des
suffranees et des injustices subies par les enfants du
raonde. Dans mon propre ministere et dans roes visites
pastorales, je suis teraoin de la condition bouleversante de
millions d1 enfants dans tous le continents. Ils sont tres
vulnerables parce qu'ils sont les moins capables de faire
entendre leur s voix- Ma contribut ion a ce Sommet, Mons ieur
le Secretaire general, a pour but de faire retentir devant
cette haute Assemblee les appels souvent silencieux mais non
moins legitimes et insistants qu'adressent les enfants du
raonde a ceux qui ont les moyens et la responsabilite de
mieux prendre soin d'eux.

Les enfants du monde orient leur soif d'amour. Et
la, 1'amour implique 1' inter et effect if qu'un etre humain
porte a l'autre, le bien que chacun doit faire a 1'autre au
nom des liens que cree notre communie humanite. Un enfant ne
peut survivre physiquement, psychologiquement et
spirituellement sans la solidarity qui nous rend tous
responsables de tous, responsabilite .qui prend une intensity
particuliere quand il s'agit du don d1amour des parents a
leurs enfants- Le Saint-Siege accorde une importance
speciale au fait que la Convention reconnait le role
irremplacable de la familie pour favoriser la croissance et
le bien-etre de ses membres. La f ami lie est la premiere
cellule vitale de la societe en raison du Service qu'elle
rend a la vie et parce qu'elle est la premiere ecole des
vertus sociales qui sont le principe actif de^1'existence et
du developpement de la societe elle-meme. Le bien-etre des
enfants du monde depend done largement des mesures prises
par lee Ftats pcur soutenir et aider les families a remplir
leur role en donnant la vie et en assurant 1'education.

Les enfants du monde crient leur soif d' un plus
grand respect pour leur dignite individuelle inalienable~et
pour leur droit a la vie des le premier instant de leur
conception, meme dans des circonstances difficiles et dans
les cas de handicaps personnels- Chaque individu, quelles
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que soient sa petitesse ou sa faible importance apparente
d un point de vue utilitaire, porte l'empreinte de 1'image
du Createur et sa ressemblance <cf. Gn 1, 26). Les
politiques et les actions qui ne reconnaissent pas cette
condition unique de dignite innee ne peuvent conduire a un
monde juste et huraain, car elles s'opposent aux vraies
valeurs qui determinent des categories morales objectives et
qui fondent les jugements moraux rationnels et les actions
droites.

L a Convention international sur les Droits de
I1 Enfant constitue une declaration des priorites it dei"
obligations qui peuvent partout servir de reference et de
stimulant pou I1action en faveur des enfants. Le Saint-Siege
a ete heureux dfy adherer et il ratifie la Conventions en
considerant que les objectifs, les programmes et les actions
qui en resulteront respecteront les convictions morales et
religieuses de ceux qu'elles concernent, en particulier les
convictions morales des parents au sujet de la transmission
de la vie, sans faire pression pour le recours a des moyens
moralement inacceptables, et respectant de meme leur liberte
en ce qui concerne la vie et I1education religieuse de leurs
enfants- Pour apprendre a etre solidaires de leur prochain,
les enfants doivent faire l'esperience reelle de la
solidarity par les relations mutuelles vecues a 1•interieur
de la famille elle-meme, dans laquelle toute vie humaine,
avant comme apres la naissance, est profondement respectee,
et dans laquelle la mere et le pere prennent ensemble des
decisions responsables pour l'exercice de leur paternite.

Au cours de l'Annee internaticmale de lfEnfant, en
1979, j • ai eu 1'occasion de m1adresser a 1%Assemblee
generale des Nations Unies. Je renouvelle aujourdfhui, avec
encore plus d'insistance, la conviction et, l'esperance que
j'exprimais alors: "Aucun pays du monde, aucun systeme
politique ne peut songer a son propre avenir autrement qu'a
travers 1' image de ses nouvelles genrations qui, a la suite
de leurs parents, assumeront le patrimoine multiforme des
valeurs, des devoirs, des aspirations de la nation a
laquelle elles appartiennent, en meme temps que le
patrimoine de toute la famille humaine. La sollicitude pour
I1enfant, des avant la naissance, des le premier moment de
sa conception, et ensuite au cours de son enfance et de son
adolescence, est pour I'homme la maniere primordiale et
fondamentale de verifier sa relation a l'homme. Ainsi, que
peut-on souhaiter de plus a chaque peuple et a toute
l'humanite, a tous les,enfants du monde, sinon cet avenir
meilleur ou le respect des droits de lfhomme devienne une

4
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pleine realite?" (Discours a la XXXIVme Session de
l'Assemblee generale de 1'Organisation des Nations Unies, 2
octobre 1979, n- 21).

» •

Que Dieu Tout-Puissant aide ce Sommet a poser des
fonderaents juridiques solides potir l'accon^lissement d'une
telle realite!

Du Vatican, le 22 septembre 1990

Ioannes Paulus PP II



A Su Excelencia, Dr. Javier Perez de Cuellar
secretario General de la 0rganizaci6n de las Naciones Unidas

en ocasidn de la Cumbre para los Ninos

"Tus hijos seran como renuevos de olivo alrededor de tu mesa"
(Salma 128:3).

Estas sencillas palabras del Salmista se refieren a los ninos
como una gran bendici6n de Dios y una fuente de gran alegria para
la familia.

Inspirada por esta visi6n de la vida humana, la Santa Sede
apoya la CyFhi"e Mundial para los Niftos como una importante
expresi6n y consolidaci6n del creciente interes que la opinibn
publica y los Estados nan mostrado sobre la necesidad de hacer
mucho mas aun para salvaguardar el bienestar de los ninos del
mundo, proclamar los derechos del nifito y proteger estos misaos
derechos mediante acciones culturales y legislativas que respeten
la vida humana como un valor en si, independientemente del sexo,
origen etnico, nivel social o cultural, de la convicci6n politica
o religiosa. Mo pudiendo participar personalmente en la Cumbre,
deseo hacer llegar un saludo caluroso a Usted, Sr. Secretario
General, y a los distinguidos Jefes de Sstado y de Gobierno
presentes. Con la convicci6n de que los avances de la raza humana
son signo de la grandeza de Dios y de la realizaci6n de su designio
misterioso, invoco ardientemente el auxilio divino sobre sus
deliberaciones.

He complace manifestar el aprecio de la Iglesia Catdlica por
todo lo que se ha hecho y se hace bajo los aiispicios de las
Naciones Dnidas y sus Agencias Especializadas para garantizar la
supervivencia, la salud, la proteccidn y el desarrollo integral de
los ninos, los mas indefensos de nuestros hermanos y hermanas, los
mas inocentes y dignos hijos e hijas de nuestro tSnico Padre
celestial. La pronta adhesi6n de la Santa Side a la CPnvenci^n
sQbre los Dereehos del Nifto. adoptada por la Asamblea General de
las Naciones Unidas el 20 de noviembre de 1989, concuerda con la
tradicidn bimilenaria de la Iglesia Cat61ica de servicio a los
necesitados material o espiritualmente, en particular a los
miembros mas debiles de la familia humana, entre los cuales los
ninos han recibido siempre una atencion especial. En el Nino de
Belen los Cristianos contemplan la unicidad, la dignidad, y el
anhelo de amor de cada nifto. En el ejemplo y la ensenanza de su
Fundador, la Iglesia percibe el mandato de dedicar un cuidado
especial a las necesidades de los ninos (cf. Me 10:14); ademas, en
la visibn Cristiana, nuestro modo de tratar a los ninos viene a ser
como una medida de nuestra fidelidad a Dios mismo (cf. Mt 18:5).

La Iglesia tiene una viva percepcidn del la enorme carga de
sufrimiento e injusticia que pesa sobre los ninos del mundo. En
el desempefio di mi ministerio y durante mis peregrinaciones
pastorales, he sido testigo de la desgarradora tragedia de millones
de ninos en los diversos continentes. Ellos son los mas
vulnerables, porque son los que menos pueden hacer oir su voz. Mi



contribuci6n a esta Cumbre, Sr. Secretario General, se propone
reforzar, ante esta magna Asamblea, la insistente suplica, con
frequencia sin palabras, pero no menos legitima, que los ninos del
mundo dirigen a quienes tienen los medios y la responsabilidad de
proporcionarles un futuro major.

representa la verdadera preocupacion de un ser humano por el otro,
por el bien que cada uno le debe al otro en el vinculo de nuestra
comun humanidad. Un nifto no puede sobrevivir flsica, psicologica
y espiritualmente sin la solidariedad que nos hace responsables de
todos, una responsabilidad que asume una intensidad particular en
el amor abnegado de los padres para con sus hijos. La Santa Sede
atribuye un significado particular al hecho de que la convene 16n

desarrollo y el bienestar de sus miembros. La familia es la celula
primera y vital de la sociedad por su servicio a la vida y porque
es la primera escuela de las virtudes sociales, que son el
principio aninador de la existencia y el desarrollo de la sociedad
misma. El bienestar de los ninos del mundo, por lo tan to, depends
mucho de las medidas que tomen los Estados para apoyar y ayudar a
las families a cumplir sus funciones de transmitir la vida y dar
formaci6n.

Tifffl nift°s °^1 mundo piden un may01* rasneto hacia su
Jn»iianahle dionidad individual v su derecho a la vida desde el
primer momento de su concepcibn, incluso ante circunstancias
dificiles o taras personales. Cada individuo - prescindiendo de
que sea pequeno o apaxentemente insignificante en terminos
utilitarios - lleva la huella de la imagen y seaejanza del Creador
(cf*. Gen 1:26). Las politicas y las acciones que no reconocen esa
condici6n unica de dignidad innata no pueden conducir a un mundo
nas justo y humano, ya que se oponen a los verdaderos valores que
determinan las categorias morales objetivas y que forman la base
de razonables juicios morales y de acciones coxrectas.

£,a Convene i6n International sobre los Derechos del Nifto
constituye una declaracidn de prioridades y obligaciones que pueden
servir como punto de referenda y estimuXo para una acci6n en pro
de los ninos en todas partes. La Santa Sede complacida adhiri6 a
la Convenci6n y la apoya en el supuesto de que los fines, los
programas y las acciones que resulten de ella respetaran las
convicciones morales y religiosas de aquellos a quienes estan
dirigidas, en particular las convicciones morales de los padres
respecto a la transmisidn de la vida, sin forzarles a recurrir a
medios moralmente inaceptables, asi como su libertad en lo
referente a la vida religiosa y a la formacidn de sus hijos. Los
ninos, que deberan aprender a ayudar al prdjimo, deben aprender
la realidad de las relaciones de ayuda mutua en la familia misma,
en donde ha de haber respeto profundo por toda vida humana, tanto
no nacida como nacida, y donde ambos, la madre y el padre, toman
r-nn -iuntamente decisiones resnonsables SR €l—gJerCJCJ0 de—SU
Daternidad.



Durante el Ano Internacional del Nifto en 1979 tuve la
oportunidad de dirigirme a la Asamblea General de las Naciones
Unidas, Hoy repito, con mayor enfasis, la conviccidn y la
esperanza que manifesto en aquella ocasi6n:

"Ningun pals del mundo, ningun systema politico puede pensar
en el propio futuro de modo diverse si no es a traves de la
imagen de estas nuevas generaciones gue tomaran de sus padres el
multiple patrimonio de los valores, de los deberes, de las
aspiraciones de la nacibn a la que pertenecen, junto con el de toda
la familia umana. La solicitud por el nifto, incluso antes de su
nacimiento, desde el primer momento de su concepci6n y, a
continuacion, en los anos de la infancia y de la juventud, es la
verificaci6n primera y fundamental de la relaci6n del hombre con
el hombre. Por esto, ique mas se podria desear a cada nacx6n y a
toda la humanidad, a todos los ninos del mundo sino un ftttttrg JB&1QX
en el que el respeto de los derechos del hombre llegue a ser una
realidad plena? rniscurso g»n^ las Naciones Unidas. 2 de octubre,
1979, no.21).

Que Dios todopoderoso guie a esta Cumbre a establecer un
sblido fundamento juridico para el logro de esta realidad!

Desde el Vaticano, 22 de septiembre, 1990.

IOANNES PAULUS PP. II
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DISCORSO DSL UCENCXADO 1ATAZL LEONARDO CALLKJAS HOHKRO
SB LA COHBBI FUSXDEHCIAL FOR LA XHFABCIA

Bnava York, 27 da Saptlaabra «1 01 d« Octubre da 1990) -

Sa eon euom* Interta y eaperansa qua Honduras no bacs prevents en u u
Cunbra frealdenc*_il, en 1A cnnl queteao* n p m a r nuaatro coaproadao
aoleane da aorlllsiir lo nejor da nuestroa reeursoe an favor da 1A
infanHa da noaatro pafa.

La aerera crisis qua ha •anldo afactando nueaera eeononia ha
forsado a H. Goblemo a anearar asta probleaa eon la aariadad j
raaponaabUldad quo la altnaclon aaarlta. Eatanoa conclantaa ana
ralnldar al cradadanto aconfialco as abaolotaaanta fnadaaancal pars
(arantlsar al daaarrollo acononlco j social da la laeltftt. For lo tanto
•a aatmccotfi 7 aa astf ajaentando un plan da raordanaadanto aeonfiadco.
aln al enal Uondnrn? aatarla anfrantando daaabaateelaleneo da
consoatiblaav granoa bXaicoa, ncdlclaaa 7 otros Inaunoa da rltal
laportanela para al nor-il fuadonanlanto dal pa£a.

Bo aa fCcllf aaSora^* para vn Goblarao raeitia alaeeo aacafalaear am
prograaa da aaaterl&sd aeononlea» conaldarando qna an al corto plaao
daaandari ua aaoraa aaerlflela aoelalt an un pals donda al 70X da Ion
hogarea viva an alruaclen da pobraaa j al 34Z an eondlclonaa da extrana
pobrann. Faro * ha aldo juatananCs eon el proplJalco da ronpar eon al
drculo aaenlar da la pobrasa qua aaeanoa tnctryfU aata altuacloo eon
honaatldad 7 patrlotlano.

Ea un haeho qna la nmyorXa da nnaatra poblaelon aa pobra 7 qua la
aayorla da nnantroa pobrea aon BlBoa 7 mm-, por • aao qna antaoos
daaarroHando nna polielea social daatlnoda a protagar capedalaanta al
nlfio 7 la aadra bondurafia.

Suaatro ajuata aatructural tlana roatro hnajano 7 aa aata aapaeea da
ad pol£elea al qna an guscari* rafarlma,

A peaar da haber redueldo algnlfleatlTaaanea al &.?sto puolleo para
dlaadnulr nuaatro Tolundnoao dfflclt fiscal* hanoa no solaaanta
•antanldo alno qua lneraaantado loa praaupuaatoa da salud 7 eduenelon*
nisntraa racortlbanos noaatroa gaatoa nlllcarss* Frogranas sspaclflcos
da. raelonallsaelSn sdainlstrstlra, tanblSn aa aneuentran an narcha*
boacando aapaelalawnta raaatmetnrar al gaato aoelal para procurar la
aatlafaeelon da la nacaaldadas da la majorta. pobro* an boss a la
adopelon da nadl^ffl da bajo cosco 7 alts afleianda. Rueatra propuasta
4% daacaatrallsacion adadnlatraClTa, poalblllta un auatanelal auaanto da
laa eobarturan poblacloualea da salud 7 adneael6a« a trarfs da la
partlelpacl5n da la conunldad organitada.

Haaos astableeldo 7 flnanclado al Fondo EondureBo dm Invorsi6n
Social* nacanlano figll para el financlanlento da proyectoa ds generadon
da eapleo, aeenel6n da nacssidmdas bfislcaa 7 pequeoos proyoctoa
productivoot eon el eual espersnoa pronovar al acjoraaleneo da laa
condlclones da rlda de los grupoa aodales nacglnadoa tanto on al fires
orbana eono rural*



tttaot ctaadft al ffcagtaaA dA AiigflAeiftt ftaillAn A ttavSa dal caal M
finaitHaw AetualHtntat eaft faadM fttttttiMi fttdgaetM fljtt eabvaneiMiaa a 1A aadra
aoltara jafa dA faailiA coo-.'ttifiA* M Adad Aafiolaf y ptfeiaaflA&ta t^ilaintiraaui
on proyaeta qaa coataapl4*lA avja* aahatAtadA f laatAfttAi aa£ SOM loa **«*•

na d« elfteo ASM«

HaaM MfortAdd t l Mp«i MdiittibutiiM dtl tttidft» •*41«at« tabsidiM *1
ipore* vrt«ao» 1 M ftino* MiiAM y M him iattodneido Meftnlteo# d«

pzotttclSn tsikaUtiA paxA U i el««M ale ftobttti tftdttelttido m saatrlbneKB «fi
•1 lapoMto tfe nata a«£ COM U laa Url£|4 d* MtrUlM blal

S M M eolabdtmdQ tigo±!le«tivaaaat« fata f l ptoeMd 4a Mcifieaeite ta
tettroaairlei. tar podtaoa afltatt « M aaaoliiti ft«tt4sA ana na asistan futrtft
• l l l t ana icngolasta am anaatta pali 7 «ua ftoaattofl ftilaa tftadria la oportttal-
dad da cvftear aa paa j aa»arlilad« ~ *"

Saca aaccaa aafaina la Utva a ttabd «a )>iU ^ | % f t a tma da laa aaorM
cat la ClUAiicltrma da aa faiatatla* attatada aatoalaiata »er la altvaelfla dal
Golfd Picilea* qp* aaaaaM aoa lutrodaeit ma Atpixal *«*if-<~*«rij da fimattaa
caaaamanHM para «iaatff« aaalidrti " .a , '" • ^̂

Bataaofl eaaratteidaat 4M «* tientaa fattaaikd m£tt Aliimcada adi aaludaali 7»
ci»icitada# M eaavtttlca aft m Agtttta Jtodoctlvo aMa pottaclart e l aattva-
ehaaiattto da Ida teeatMi eea q* eoaatft al Bafa y pataitita astortehar Mjot 1A
itMttitfa qaa M hatt ta aafcoi caapoa. U >ot aao» 4M|,id GoblatM a paaa^ da
auUttft- tflOAA etlsli* te*il«a aeelanat aft u t u iHAi y aapaeifieaMaU aA
•aaattt fcli*** Mtat fatatrt da aaattM daaatrollo-

tataMM aatea Ida valata priaatM ^aliaa |ua baa taTtlflwdo M Caavanei8a
VulTanal da 1 M DataehM dal tiBo • laiHirfo | | jtrocaao dgjporMtJjtacign da la

SaSaraa ^taaldaatMi tj^oraa frlaatoa llitt£attM» Maaaaa un ptoy^to Mti©
da ajtiaea acaateied eon « u elata y dittnida rlaltfn aacial. Danndaaoa mui tfpor-
eoaldad para conaalidat maattA Jdraa daaaetAeia. DaMAndiwoa uaa aaperansa AarA
aaaafcra lirf^it^a* '""̂• > r

Coao elndAdaooa da tin aoodo eadA yas a l i Itttardapandifiata ecaaaM 411a tma
la lcUt lTA coao l a an** aataaoA daaArtallattda M t i M l l eoapraaalea y reapaldo da
fcodoa laa palaaa. BolieltaaM a l •apaytf dd lAveoaasidAd *,w*-"-*«Hr^<l para
aaasotac qua Al aiaBAAtAc d« 1A ls iaaelA M ttantatiga COM ttu objt t lvo tpttttto
dal ajttata MtmettttAl.

MDCHAS GXiCUS
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LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN MESSAGE

by the Prime Minister of Iceland,

H.E. Mr. Steingrimur Hermannsson.

UNICEF is to be compl imented for directing the

attention of mankind to the welfare of children.

It is not only our parental or humanitarian duty to

improve the lives of children. TOiey are literally the future

of our nations, of all humanity. By securing for our children

good health, nourishment and education we lay the foundation

of prosperity and progress. It requires healthy young people

with extensive knowledge to master the complex society of our

day.

In Iceland we are fortunate in this respect. We

enjoy the highest rate of child survival in the world today.

Needs for special measures for child protection are at a

minimum, the circumstances being favourable and armed conflict

unknown. The same can be said for child development, including

literacy and early education. The welfare of our children in

Iceland did not come by itself. It took considerable effort by

people who were poor and that effort continues. As a matter of

fact modern ways of life in the Western World impose new and

serious threats to the development of children.

During a period of development lasting more than a

century, the people of Iceland showed, generation after

generation, a strong desire to give their children a better

life than the parents had enjoyed.

This desire became a spontaneous national policy of

giving priority to the children's welfare. At first this meant

improved health and nourishment for the children, but soon

literacy and basic learning became no less important. Often
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the three R's: reading, writing and arithmetic, came before

necessary health services.

Long before gaining independence we succeeded in

coming as close as is possible to total literacy. This became

the key to creating a free, modern society of welfare and

technology, where the children continue to have priority in

health, nourishment, housing and education.

It is our Icelandic experience that children's

education should be based on their nation's own cultural

heritage- Thus we strengthen our own identity before adapting

international systems and technologies. The developing nations

must build their educational systems on their own but not on

any other culture.

The rapid increase in population of the developing

countries has made the task of educating the children

staggering in size. But there is no choice. After the primary

needs of parental home, health and nourishment, education is

the only way to give the children hope of a satisfactory life.

The education must be practical, "education for self-reliance"

as President Nyerere called it. It must be tailored to the

needs and conditions of each country.

There is to-day a crucial need for literacy. This is

necessary for the child to become a citizen who is in living

contact with his immediate neighbourhood, in living contact

with his nation and in living contact with the civilization of

our age of knowledge and information.

One must trust that this "greatest Summit ever held"

will result in an all out effort by every nation to improve

the life of its children.

£*-*~e&i&*-**^S~*?
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Prime Minister of India

New Delhi

September 29, 1990

Message

The World Summit for Children is a unique
international event. It will promote a new commitment, at
the highest political levels, to goals and strategies for
ensuring the survival, protection and development of
children all over the vorld.

Children constitute the most important segment of
any society. The very future of mankind depends, in a
large measure, on the health and development of children.
Both the Declaration and the Plan of Action prepared for
adoption by the Summit provide for a set of achievable
goals and strategies for attaining them in the course of
1990s. India will be happy to endorse these documents.

The central issue facing millions of children in
developing countries is not only the absence of material
resources, but even the lack of basic health facilities,
adequate nutrition, shelter and education. It is our duty
to improve and enrich their lives and to give them a
chance to have the joys of childhood.

India has adopted a number of programmes for the
welfare and development of children. An Integrated Child
Development Programme consisting of a package of services
of supplementary nutrition, immunization, referral
services and pre-school education launched in the mid-70s
has completed 15 years of operation this year. Starting
with a mere 33 projects in 1975e the programme covers
approximately 40% of the country today through a network
of 2424 projects. It has led to the reduction of the
infant mortality rate per thousand live birth from 139 in
1972 to 94 in 1988. A Technology Mission for universal
immunization has successfully covered 85% of the districts
under its programme. Efforts are now being made to achieve
cent per cent coverage of women and 85% of children in all
the districts by the end of this year.

A literate population and universal education are
critical for nation building. 1990 is the International
Literacy Year. It is also the SAARC Year of the Girl
Child. Earlier this year UNICEF, together with three
other UN bodies, set the goal of basic education for all
by the year 2000. Our national endeavour is fully in
consonance with this objective. India has recently given
a new thrust to elementary education. The emphasis in
educational programmes is on universal involvement and
free and compulsory education of children upto 14 years of
age. India has also made substantial improvements in the
quality of education.

I wish the Summit every success in achieving a
better, safer, healthier world for children to live'in.
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MPUSLJK tNOOMCBU

PESANPAOA

KONTCREJ6I TINGKAT TliCGl UN1UK ANA K-ANAK,

PADA TANCGAL 29 SEPTEMBER 1990,

01 NEW YORK

teas ta rM i tog^rura KoopnviMl Tlagkat Hflggl unruk AMk-uak Mka-

rang tut. Saya maaa^sanpkaii aasnogs t r o ^ a w a i bfl Hapac maacapaiTi^u*

*n-n^uan jrang Uta Ingtrtran. yakat mai^aattn telaagnagaa Mdupb tartta-

duagan dan paogtmbaflgtB aaak«aoak. Daagaa t iaa a—al yaag dalaa^ aa-

ya ddak dapat hadtr —ndlrl dalam Ki wpaiaiiai I l^fcat T t a g l faag paadag

lot, bextaubung dangan batqraknfa kaalbukandl Tamil Air. K a m a ttu* at*

ya mtsugaal Mencarl Koordinator KaM}tfK«raaa Rakys* Soapaxdjo Roa«-
b^^^ a*^^^t^k W^^^^tf^^A^hl* ^ A l a k a i ^B^AkdV ^BM^^^^riM ^Mi^B^ 'H^^^^^a^B^BtfBft̂ rf I M ^ B M ^ ^ B B ^ ^ A ^ AMHI

DawtMlflliciB
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Maqradarl akan paaOflgnra *••* aabagai fiofcua
maka kaml dl Ifldoewia aasnterikan parhatiaa yaag
lol dui Mkallgus mmB^alikaaofa dtaftn nmalih
jak ami pwnhtfyman oaatooai. Batakaa kant
ngunan oaatooal kanl Mtaafal pambangunu maousl
dao pamfaaafVBUi aalurub maayarakac lodooarta.

Karvoattu, pada i p p
kaaajaliwuau aoafc jraag nwayaa|kue kM«)atH
aaxca pcotraoi* pwajt am kapawdirfukaa aalalu
dart aatun* kaglaan paoAeaguoa

Kami iiaiyartaii puta faahwa
akaa taxdpn ]lka ktta fwihaali amok

danbataagU. Oslam kalMCfi kac
dart tuataftd-

kan

T#rlsia karthi

Jakarta, 39 SafBambar 1990
FRESnDBN M M U K UOOMBSU

S O E H A I T O
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MESSAGE

BY

THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA

HIS EXCELLENCY SOEHARTO

TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

NEW YORK, 29 SEPTEMBER 1M0

I would like to co&vty my wannest congratulation! on tht occasion of tht
World Summit for Children. Aa I ahare your firm mmmitmtnt to the health and
welfare of children throughout the world, it ia with the deepest regret that I am
unable to personally attend this important Summit. I have therefore charged A t
Coordinating Minister for People's Welfare of the Republic of Indonesia, Mr.
Soep*r4jo Rotstam, as my special envoy to attend the World Summit for Children.
My sincere hope is that this meeting will attain its ideal goals, namely to secure the
survival, protection and development of children.

Today, the world is entering a new era. An era where all nations are
focussing their primary attention on social and economic improvement and
development, and on humanitarian concerns. We must seise the opportunities
presented to us to eliminate backwardness and poverty, to create prosperity and well-
being, and to improve tht overall quality of lift for all mankind.

Such efforts will only meet with success when they art begun with
attention to tht plight of our children, and carried out together universally. Among
tht many problems afflicting children, such as poverty, hunger, and war, it is hart at
tht World Summit for Children that comprehensive and enduring solutions may be
found.

Well aware of tht importance of children as tht focus of development, we
in Indonesia have given much attention to their situation, and sines A t start of our
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national development we have linked the improvement of child welfare with the
population problem. Too, we have manifested our national development a* the
development of the complete person and the whole of Indonesian society.

For this reason, therefore, every facet of development, of the program of
improving the children's physical and spiritual well-being, and of the program of
population, have always been integral parts of our over-all national development
activities.

It is also our belief that we can chart a better future for our children if we
can succeed in creating a small, happy and proeperoua family, wfemaehildren have
the love and affection of their parents, and the character %ttd'moral stability of
children can be shaped. • <

We are pleased that our endeavors in these fields %lve produced
encouraging results. Gradually, our population program has acquired a broader
horizon, and we have been able to improve the well-being of Indonesian children. At
present, both programs, population and children's welfare lmprovement,^ve also
become a part of the national program to develop human resources.

Conscious of the importance of children for the survival of mankind, I fully
endorse the idea to adopt concrete steps by all of us for improving child welfare in the
advent of the 21st century by ensuring child survival, protection andjevelopment

In conclusion, I sincerely hope that this World Summit will be benefical
and lead to the creation of a peaceful and more prosperous world. A world that will
bring health and happiness to our children and to theirs.

Jakarta, 29 September 1990

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA

Sgd.

S O E H A R T O
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In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Children are divine gifts entrusted to parents and society
whose heavy duty is to protect care, and nourish them*

Any child is like a valuable seed, having numerous talents
whose blooming depends on the existence of suitable material and
spiritual environment. Appropriate nourishment, health care,
security and proper shelter are all fundamental necessities for
their physical growth . While their prosperity and mental well
being is subject to strengthening family ties and foundation,
consolidating moral values, promoting education and creating a
sound ethical and psychological atmosphere.

Host deviations, abnormalities, addiction to drugs and social
ills are rooted in the unhealthy situation in the family. Without
consolidating the family ties and parent's self-sacrifice in paying
upbringing to their children and without drawing up a comprehensive
educational program, it is impossible to safeguard the children
from the many great dangers threatening the Children. Holding the
World Summit for Children illustrates the.necessity that has been
heavily sensed in the last decade holding 6f the 20th century.
Outrageous economic poverty deprived many children of the least
living requirements, destroying their talents and even their lives,
while some other children being drowned in abundant consumption and
luxurious life, are being spoiled and alienated from themselves,
losing their human responsiveness. This is a regrettable and harsh
dual reality which necessitates a deep rethinking of cultural
values and a revision of international order.

Today's generation of children and youngsters are raised in a
system contradictory and discordant from within, in which supports
and programs are drawn up mainly to decrease the negative
consequences, ignoring the main causes and reasons. On one hand,
it is emphasized that a hospitable and warm family atmosphere is
essential for development of children, on the other hand, the
family foundation is bound to become weaker and weaker, compelling
the children to live in an unstable and single-parent family where
the requirements for their upbringing are not met either physically
or psychologically-hence love which is the holiest and strongest
inner human desire has degenerated into sexual games of different



kinds, ruining the talents that should be deployed to foster the
new generation.

Depriving the right to life of children conceived though not
born has been legalized by the judicial and legislative bodies by
virtue of majority votes, while the right to life of children born
are considered infrangible and indisputable. Now that the summit
seeks to protect the children, it is opportune to address this
contradiction in prevailing culture.

In accordance with the degree of incorporating Islamic
teachings in to practical laws, in the Islamic Republic of Iran
family order has changed course towards an increasingly stable one.
The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran attaches paramount
importance to education, well-being and upbringing of children,
devoting considerable resources to the same. In early 1980's a
program under the title of "struggle to protect children's life"
was drawn up and effectively implemented by all concerned
authorities, social and popular bodies and mass media. Fortunately
due to presence of strong political will and commitment, special
arrangements including the development of health centers, general
vaccination of children and encouraging mothers to breast-feed
their children have led to valuable accomplishments in protecting
the lives of children and decreasing infant mortality.

I hope the current international efforts will be able to
create a healthy educational environment by solving the deep
cultural contradictions and hence prepare the.suitable grounds for
alleviating the material and spiritual deprivations of children.
Constructing a happy future without tension and turbulence requires
international and national programs, resources as well as good will
and stead fastness, devoid of political and material considerations
at both International and National levels. Concordance of an
international economic-cultural order, termination of the era of
deprivations, domination and provocation are the essential
catalysts for a future marked with positive and prosperous
development of today's children and tomorrow's decision makers.
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"Leadership for Children"

On the occasion of the convening of the International

Conference on Children, we have the pleasure to send the following

message to a l l free peoples of the world who look forward to

providing an honourable, free way of l i fe to future generations

where j u s t i c e and equal i ty s h a l l preva i l and where the

discrimination and hegemony which charactrlse our world today,

•hall be eliminated.

It i s a natter of deep concern and regret that at the

very time that the International Conference on Children i s being

held, the great powers which dominate the Security Council are

depriving the Children of Iraq from milk and food under the

pretext of imposing economic sanctions against Iraq. Those

powers and their collaborators have resorted to the use of food as

a weapon against a whole people including mothers and children; an

act which is being implemented by states which consider themselves

to be c i v i l i s e d and which has no precedent in contemporary

history. Those states have written a black page in the history

of the United Nations Organisation by imposing these barbaric

measures and condoning the use of food as a weapon in

international conflicts with the approval of the Security Council

and under the cover of i t s resolutions. In imposing these

measures, the great powers have done so in the full knowledge that

they themselves and their a l l i e s are immune to any s imi lar



condemnations or sanctions regardless of Che enormity of Che act

of aggression they perpetrate, a« they enjoy the veto rights to

protect themselves frc« the consequences of their aggressive and

arbitrary policies, and froa the Judgement of the international

inlcy.

He c a l l upon the leeders of • • a l l s tates and of the

developing countries in particular to stand together and to

cooperate to rectify these iniquitous conditions and to put an end

to the threats to the l i ve s of children by the use of food and

medicines as a weapon against then.

flsddssi Unmrlii

President of the tapubllc of Iraq

Baghdad

*t# Babl'a alAval 1411

September 2 * 1990
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Oifig an Taoisigh
Office of the Taoiseach

World <••—<* fhr Children, New York. 29/30 September. 1990.

Personal Message from the Taoiseach. (Prime Minister of Ireland)
Mr. Charles 3. Haughey. T.D.

The World Summit for Children is a unique event. It has caught the
Imagination of governments and peoples worldwide. Never before have so many
leaders gathered together in one place dedicated to work towards a common
purpose.

This purpose is the promotion of the welfare of the world's children. We
commit ourselves to practical action designed to safeguard and advance this
welfare. We have already seen that much can be achieved through concerted
and sustained action. The immunisation programmes put in place in the 1980s
alone save up to two million young lives each year. A further one and a
half million children who were vaccinated in time against the blight of
polio can today lead healthy, active lives. We need to maintain the Impetus
of these achievements. Efforts to expand the coverage of Immunisation
programmes must continue and be built upon.

Throughout the world, children must be provided with adequate food, shelter,
health and education so that they may lead lives free from abject poverty
and want. We must also show practical concern for children by creating
conditions in which the human value and dignity inherent In every child can
flourish and find expression. The Convention on the Rights of the Child
provides an inspiring charter and beacon for our common efforts. I am
pleased to have the opportunity at the Sumit to sign the Convention on
Ireland's behalf and to state my intention to ensure its speedy
ratification.

In conclusion, I wish to congratulate the initiators of the Summit for their
imagination and industry In bringing into reality this inspiring event.

Charles J. Haughey,
Taoiseach.

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2.
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2.
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MESSAGE OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL
TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

30 SEPTEMBER 1990

Every year, fifteen million children under the age
of five die of diseases that can easily be prevented.
Immunization, water purification, improvement of
nutrition, orientation and education of the public in the
field of health can prevent this tragedy from continuing.

The industrial nations are plagued by a special set
of problems; poverty, parents" addiction to drugs and
alcohol, child abuse, aids and more. Unfortunately,
Israeli society is also afflicted by some of these
problems. I must note with satisfaction, though, that
Israel is well known for the services we provide for
children, which are offered by government, academia and
volunteer organizations. However, as we say in the Day of
Atonement prayer, "The needs are many" - what is lacking
are the resources to meet all those needs.

The State of Israel is determined to improve upon
the situation facing the children of our nation.
Certainly, today, that includes the health of the children
of recent immigrants to our country. Moreover, we will
continue to contribute to efforts to improve the situation
of children all over the world. The Jewish people having
lost a million and a half children in the Holocaust cannot
be indifferent to the suffering of children.

Today, the President of Israel is hosting a
ceremony in commemoration of the World Summit for Children.
Last year, I myself was honored to sign the Charter of
Children's Rights in Israel, which was introduced by the
Israeli National Council for the Child. In November 1989,
Israel joined one hundred and thirty other countries by
placing our signature on the Convention on the
International Rights of the Child, which awaits
ratification.

UNICEF is among the leaders in advancing the cause
of the child. It has helped .Israel greatly since its
inception, and Israel has chosen to express its
appreciation of UNICEF's activities by issuing a special
stamp.

We express the hope that the focus of interest in
children will indeed bring about a positive development in
efforts being made in the fields of nutrition, medicine,
disease prevention, education and the environment. We join
our voice to the declarations expressed by Heads of State
today, calling for a universal coalition of countries and
organizations for the benefit of children and for a better
future for all humanity.

Yitzhak Shamir
Prime Minister
State of Israel



ITALY



Le Sonunet que l'UNICEF a convoque pour
debattre de l'avenir des enfants est un evenement de la
plus grande importance, Le fait que les Chefs d'Etat et
de Gouvernement d'un nombre si grand de Pays ont adhere
a 1'invitation du Comite Promoteur en constitue la
preuve la plus evidente.

La seule fa9on de prevoir l'avenir c'est de
le preparer; nous voulons et nous devons, aujourd'hui,
confirmer notre engagement moral et agir en temps utile
afin d'assurer un avenir de paix authentique et le
Men-etre aux nouvelles generations.

II existe aujourd'hui une nouvelle solidarity
internationale, qui a donne vie a une coalition
mondiale unie et detenninee comme jama is elle ne 1'a
ete. C'est dans ce m&ne esprit de convergence
universelle que nous devons agir aujourd'hui contre cet
ennemi silencieux qui s'appelle sous-developpement
democrat ique, en nous debarrassant de nos vieux
egoismes*

Nous savons avec certitude que les
consequences de la crise finiront encore une fois par
s'abbattre sur les populations les plus pauvres et sur
leurs enfants pousses vers la rnott pasr la tentative de
payer la dette de leurs peres. Nous n'avons plus de
temps pour une rhetorique de jnaniere: il nous faut
donner corps a la necessite d'eliminer, d'ici la fin du
siecle, la principals cause da la nette separation
existant entre le Nord et le Sud. IX'' faut doter les
institutions qui regissent les processus d'ajustement
economique d'une authentique sensibilite vis-a -vis des
aspects sociaux, evitant ainsi de rigides therapies
purement siacroeconomiques.

II faut parvenir a une entente operationelle
sur les remedes. J'estime que la dette des Pais en voie
de developpement avec les institutions bilaterales et
multilaterales doit 4tre virtuellement annulee, en la
trans formant en prets a long terme avec un minimum
d'interets, payables en devises locales, de sort©
qu'ils deviennent l'objet de nouveaux investisseraents



MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL
TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

30 SEPTEMBER 1990

Of all the injuries cruelly afflicted by human
beings upon their fellow men, offenses against children
must be the most insufferable. We see and we know how
day after day throughout the world children are killed in
cold blood; they are mercilessly exploited as laborers?
adults, drunk with power, mistreat them; they are made to
participate in violent struggles that are not truly their
concern, all too often at the cost of their lives. Man
has reached the moon and conquered deadly diseases, but
calmly views televised scenes of tens of thousands of
children perishing from starvation every year.

In our own region, too, we are witness to
systematic exploitation of children in violent political
struggles. They are manipulated by unscrupulous leaders
who know how quickly children become enthusiastic and risk
the gravest dangers in perilous adventures that fire their
fertile imaginations. The identity of those who embroil
children in strife is hidden but well known, and all of us
are morally obligated to dissociate ourselves from these
cynical and heartless individuals*

In the tradition of our people the child has a
central role. He symbolizes the future of the nation, but
at the same time he is seen as a person with rights of his
own and a place in society. He is not only an. object to be
dealt with, but an active factor in shaping the world in
which we live. This is an approach characteristic of our
people's development from the beginnings of its history to
the period of the Holocaust when ghetto children
heroically smuggled weapons and food to the Jewish
population destined to suffer the cruelest of fates.

The Jewish people has always thought of children as
its most precious asset. Today, when universal attention
is being directed to the problems of children, the State
of Israel takes its place among all men of good will in
the great endeavor to free the world's children from
suffering and injustice and to assure them of a better
future-

Chaim Herzog
President
State of Israel



pour le developpement economigue et la protection de
1'environnement.

Les Nations Unies constituent aujourd'hui une
structure capable d'assurer une fonction 4* garant d'un
mecanisme nouveau et complexe, et de transformer la
dette en solidarity humaine. II est en meme temps
necessaire d'anlyser et de mettre a jour les fonctions
et les responsabilites des Agences.. specialisees, de
sorte qu'elles puissent jouer un role de catalyseur
concret des choses a faire.

Les Communautes et les Gouvernements duSud
du monde sont appeles a jouer un role de veritables
protagonistes dans la construction -4^«n avenir conunun.
Cette modification indispensable des roles ncpeut plus
etre renvoyee. II est necessaire, dans le cadre des
ressources possibles qu'un Pays peut destiner au
secteur social, d'assurer une juste distribution de ces
ressources. II est necessaire de mettre en place des
structures en mesure de gerer les financaments exte
rieurs et deles traduire en deVeloppement concret, a
1'echelle de l'homme, II faut defendre avec force le
principe democratique de la participation aux choix de
la part des coramunautes locales, m&me au prix d'imposer
cette participation comme condition ;pour obtenir les
financements. ... ̂  : • : :' .-..•.

Je ne crois pas qu'il y ait une occasion plus
appropriee pour affirmer que la veritable ;opportunite
historique que nous devons saisir est la possibility de
mettre fin a la course aux armements. Hon seulement
parce qu'elle est en soi dangereuse et immoral©, ma is
aussi parce que de cette seule facon il sera possible
d'utiliser les enonnes ressources qui se rendraient
disponibles a des fins beaucoup plus nobles, pour une
repartition des richesses plus Equitable et pour une
veritable justice sociale a I'^chelle universelle.

Nous n'avons pas indique ^de nouvelles
formules pour assurer l'avenir de nos enfants. Mais
nous savons tous queles methodes et les instruments
existent et qu'ils sont a notre disposition. II suffit
seulement de savoir et vouloir les utiliser et d'avoir
confiance.
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M E S S A G E

TiKAPKRfiBIP FOR CHILDREN

THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN TO BE HELD AT THIS TIME IS A4

INDICATION OF THE IMPORTANCE PLACED BY PARTICIPATING GOVERNMENTS

ON CHILDREN AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. THIS SUMMIT IS TIMELY

AND REQUIRES CONCENTRATED EFFORT ON THE PART OK ALL NATION

STATES TO ENSURE TXIAT CONCRETE STRATEGIES AND POLICIES WILL

IN FACT BE PURSUED IN ORDER TO IMPROVE SOME EXISTING CONDITIONS

UNDER WHICH CHILDREN LIVE.

IT IS MX VIEW THAT CHILDREN ARE OUR MOST PRIZED POSSESSION,

AS THEY WILL ENSURE THE CONTINUITY OF PURPOSE AS WE STRIVE

TOWARDS IMPROVED STANDARDS OP LIVING. THEREFORE, THE CHILDREN

OF THE WORLD MUST NOT ONLY OE PROTECTED FROM DIFFICULT AND

THREATENING SITUATIONS, BUT THEY MUST ALSO BE AFFORDED ALL

POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES TO DEVELOP THEIR FULL POl'BNTIALS.

WE IN JAMAICA, INTEND TO TAKE EVERY STEP TO PROTECT THE YOUNG

AND ESPECIALLY THE DISADVANTAGED ONES AMONG THEM. WE ALSO

INTEND TO CREATE THE ATMOSPHERE AND TO INTRODUCE SUCH SERVICES

AS WOULD REDUCE THE EXPOSURE OF CHILDREN TO DIFFICULT CIRCUM-

STANCES, '

THE GOVERNMENT WHICH I HAVE THE HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE TO LEAD,

HAS RECENTLY DEVELOPED A "FIVE YSAR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN",

WHICH HAS AS ONE PRIORITY AREA, THE CARE AND PROTECTION OF

CHILDREN IN A VARIETY OF SECTORS. WE ARE COMMITTED TO

CONTINUE TO EXPLORE AVENUES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FULL

POTENTIAL OF OUR CHILDREN, AND WE INTEND TO INTENSIFY THESE

EFFORTS ON A TIMELY BASIS AS OUR RESOURCES WILL ALLOW-

/THE POPULATION...
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THE POPULATION IS BEING SENSITIZED TO THE NEED TO GIVE GREATER

ATTENTION TO AND TO DEMONSTRATE A MORE CARING ATTITUDE TOWARDS

OUR CHILDREN. TO THIS END HE ARE EMBARKING ON PUBLIC EDUCATION

PROGRAMMES IN ARIAS CONCERNED WITH GENERAL HEALTH AND EDUCATION.

WE CONTINUE TO WORK TO CREATE THE OPPORTUNITIES AND FACILITIES

WHICH WILL EVENTUALLY ALLOW EVERY CHILD TO DEVELOP APPROPRIATELY.

WE GIVE OUR PIRM COMMITMENT TO TAKS APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO

ACCOMPLISH OCR GOAL TO PROTECT OUR CHILDREN IN EVERY POSSIBLE
•

SPHERE OF THEIR LIVES.

WE ARE CONVINCED THAT THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN IS A BOLD

AND POSITIVE 8TEP TOWARD THE CREATION OF A BETTER WORLD FOR

OUR CHILDREN, AND I WISH THAT THE DELIBERATIONS WHICH ARE ABOUT

TO TAKE PLACE WILL HAVE EVERY SUCCESS.

MICHAEL
PRIME MINISMR OF JAMAICA
SEPTEMBER 25, 1990
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Message From Japan
• • f r '

Tirtwafrt Human 1 tv-Oriented education

I firmly believe that this unprecedented World Summit for
Children has historic significance: it vill help ensure the
survival, protection, and development of children* who will take
over our future.

At this Summit, I would like to stress the importance of
education. ^"V

The world today faces a grievous situation. r £ °
r e than one

hundred million children have no opportunity to receive a basic
education, due to various reasons* More than one billion adults
are illiterate. And developed countries are struggling with
educational problems caused by the degeneration of modern society.

In order to solve these educational problems which both
developed and developing countries are facing, it is a matter of
utmost importance to establish objectives based on humanity.

In Japan, even in the premodern Edo Period (1600-1867),
elementary education was widely available. Since the Meiji
Restoration of 1868, the new government of Japan gave the highest
priority to making primary education universal, in order to build
a modern nation. Above all, attention was paid to the training
and recruiting of capable teachers and improvement of their
social status. It is no exaggeration to say that this policy of
promoting education was the basis for the subsequent development
of Japan.

I would like to point out the importance of education in the
family, especially the importance of educating the mother. In
education, it is a matter of the greatest importance that the
government and the family play their respective proper roles in
harmony. The mother, after all, is t^e "first teacher in child's
life," and her role is extremely important. Yet approximately
sixty-five percent of all illiterate adults in the world are
women.

With this situation in mind, I wish to stress the following
three points:

First, the promotion and improvement of education should be
given a high priority in national development plans, and that
requires firm determination and action on the part of national
leaders.
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Second, I propose that the importance of the roles of the
family and the local community be recognized, and that, under the
leadership of international organizations, each country take
special measures to improve women's literacy.

Third, the culture, customs and traditions of each country
should be respected in promoting and improving education. For
that purpose, voluntary efforts by each country are essential.
Japan will cooperate unstintingly in such efforts.

Finally, peace is an essential condition for the children to
receive education without anxiety and grow up with hope for the
future. Great expectations are placed on the United Nations in
this respect, and I highly appreciate its activities responding
to them. Japan, with its emphasis on diplomacy centered on the
United Nations, is determined to fully participate in these
activities.

Toshiki Kaifu
Prime Minister of Japan

;. '*.C '
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In less than a year two very significant steps have been taken
relating to the plight of children. In November 1989, the United
Nations approved the final text of the Convention on the Rights of
Children - Ten months later, and in the same hall where the
convention was adopted, the World Summit for Children is now being
convened with the participation of more than seventy Heads of State
or Govenment and their personal representatives.

While the convention - described as the Bill of Rights for
Children - delineates the legal and legislative framework, as well
as universal recognition of the problems and needs of children and
their solutions, the Summit was a unique occasion for highlighting
these problems and needs and to secure a firm commitment from us
all to work towards the goal of securing a better future for every
child, as well as an opportunity to strengthen and improve
international cooperation and solidarity for the betterment of
children's rights.

Every day countless children around the world fall victim to
diseases, war and violence, foreign occupation, racial
discrimination, prejudice and aggression. They suffer from the
scourge of poverty, hunger, homelessness, illiteracy, and die from
malnutrition and disease.

The world community has decided to compromise these problems
and this summit is the latest - though hopefully it will not be the
last - serious attempt to meet this challenge. The global
awareness of the precarious situation of children testify to the
mounting interest in humanity and human *liffe. These are
unmistakable signs of our renewed commitment to work collectively
to better the lives and conditions of children everywhere.

This is why the new world-wide child watch gives me hope and
encouragement about the future of mankind. It is my deep
conviction that it will not be possible for any-nation to advance
and achieve enduring and meaningful progress and prosperity unless
we act together on common issues which challenge us.

Jordan, which is not endowed with sufficient natural resources
compared to others, has made strident steps in the field of
children's survival, protection and development.

Since 1969, Jordan has been in the lead in its infant
mortality reduction rate. We have cut that rate from 75 per
thousand to 30 since 1980, and immunized 90 percent of our under-
ones reaching the 1990 universal immunization goal in 1988.



In the field of compulsory education, we have achieved a 96
percent enrollment rate in 1989- Jordan*s primary education
programme was one of three country case examples selected to
represent the Arab region at the World Education Conference held in
Thailand, in March 1990. Further, about 50 percent of upper-grade
students are girls reflecting a remarkable gender balance in our
schools. Currently, we are embarking on a ten-year plan to develop
kindergarten with the aim of achieving two broad goals: establish
pre-school education and increase enrollment in kindergarten.

Governmental departments and agencies in cooperation with
private voluntary associations are making intensive efforts to
improve pre-schools. Proper upbringing of children and their
development is one of the primary goals of the national socio-
economic development plan of 1986-1990.

Jordan is described as a child power because 48 percent of the
population are children. Despite the meageraess of our material
resources we have given children first call on the country's
resources.

We have accomplished the present level in terms of protection
and services for children through the combination of sound planning
and respect for the primary social unit, the family, and a strong
commitment on our part. Our culture and social values, especially
the belief in the sanctity of human life and the individual, as
well as the vital role of the family, the nucleus of society have
played a vital role in ensuring success .for our national drive to
protect and serve our children. In this contexts we appreciate the
help, whether in terms of material support or advice that we have
received from UNICEF and other international organizations.

In conclusion, I hope that the conference will be a success
story and landmark in the worthiest cause of our human endeavours.

The Plan of Action and the World Declaration on the survival
and development of children in 1990 put forth by the Planning
Committee represents a comprehensive framework for a serious and
noble effort to give children a better future. This provides all
with an opportunity to reaffirm our resolve to meet this challenge
in accordance with the principles of human rights, justice and
cooperation embodied in the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child. Jordan will continue to pursue this objective.



KENYA



STATE HOUSE

P.O.BOX 40530

NAIROBI. KENYA

2ND OCTOBER/ 1990

YOUR EXCELLENCY/

WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN - 29-30 SEPTEMBER/ 1990

I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY MY FELICIOUS
CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU PERSONALLY AND TO THE UNITED NATIONS
AS A WHOLE FOR THE INITIATIVE THAT THE UNITED NATIONS HAS
TAKEN IN -BRINGING THE PLIGHT OF WORLD CHILDREN TO THE FQCUS
OF ATTENTION OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY. IT IS MY CONVICTION
AND HOPE THAT THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN WILL MAKE SUITABLE
AND PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS ON.THE MEASURES WHICH SHOULD BE
TAKEN BY THE WORLD COMMUNITY TO IMPROVE THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN.

I WISH TO RE-ASSURE YOU MR. SECRETARY-GENERAL/ OF MY PERSONAL
SUPPORT FOR THE HOLDING OF THE SUMMIT, CHILDREN ARE OUR
INVESTMENT FOR THE FUTURE AND IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT PRESENT DAY
LEADERS SHOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THEIR FUTURE.

IT IS THEREFORE WITH MUCH REGRET THAT DUE TO OTHER PRESSING
NATIONAL COMMITMENTS I AM NOT ABLE TO PERSONALLY ATTEND THE
SUMMIT. HOWEVER I WISH THE SUMMIT EVERY SUCCESS AND TO
ASSURE YOU THAT I WILL FOLLOW VERY CLOSELY THE DELIBERATIONS
AT THE SUMMIT, I ALSO WISH TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
RE-ASSURE YOU OF MY GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO THE PROMOTION
AND PROTECTION OF THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN, TO THIS END KENYA
WAS AMONG THE FIRST TWENTY COUNTRIES TO SIGN AND RATIFY THE
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, MY
GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO SET UP A WORKING GROUP WHICH HAS PRODUCED
A NATIONAL PAPER ON KENYA'S PERSPECTIVE ON ALL THE THEMES OF
THE SUMMIT AS WELL AS ON POPULATION AND ENVIRONMENT. THIS
PAPER WILL BE CIRCULATED AT THE SUMMIT, MY GOVERNMENT IS
COMMITTED TO EXAMINING THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT PAPER WITH
A VIEW TO THEIR EARLY IMPLEMENTATION.

• i i • i i • • i Z i • •



STATE HOUSE

P.O. BOX 40530

NAIROBI. KENYA

i *

ACCEPT/ EXCELLENCY THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST
CONSIDERATION,

Q7BW"**2fct**^
DANIEL T. ARAP MOI
PRESIDENT AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE
ARMED FORCES OF THE"REPUBLIC OF KENYA

H.E. MR. JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR/
SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS/
NEW YORK.

C.C.
MR. JAMES GRANT/
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR/
U.N.I.C.E.F./
NEW YORK.
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MESSAGE
DE S.E. M. PHOUMI VONGVICHITH

PRESIDENT AD INTERIM DE LA REPIWLIQUE DEMDCRATJQUE POPULAIRE LAO
PRESIDENT DE LA COMMISSION NATIONALE POUR L'ANNEE INTERNATIONALE

DE L'ENFANT,

A SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT DE LA REUNION AU SOMMET
MONDIAL POUR LES ENFANTS A NEW YORK

EXCELLENCE,

JE SUIS PARTICULIEREMENT HEUREUX D'APPRENDRE QUE LA REUNION AU
SOMMET MONDIAL POUR LES ENFANTS QUI SE TIENT DURANT CES DEUX JOURS A
NEW VORK A PU RASSEMBLER AUTANT DE CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE GOUVERNEMENT.
CELA DEMONTRE ^ATTENTION ET LA PREOCCUPATION DE LA COMMUNAUTE
INTERNATIONALE POUR LES SO INS ET L'EDUCATION A DISPENSER AUX ENFANTS
QUI SONT L'AVENIR DE L'HUMANITE.

DEPUIS LA PROCLAMATION PAR L'ONU DE L'ANNEE INTERNATIONALE DE
L'ENFANT EN 1979 LA COMMISSION NATIONALE LAO POUR L'ANNEE
INTERNATIONALE DE L'ENFANT, EN COOPERATION AVEC L'UNICEF, A OEPLOYE
SES EFFORTS DANS LE DOMAINE DE LA PROTECTION DE LA MERE ET DE L'ENFANT,
ET DANS L'EDUCATION DE LA NOUVELLE GENERATION. L'ASS I STANCE DE UNICEF,
DAUTRES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES ET NQN GOUVERNEMENTALES
AINSI QUE DES PAYS AMIS INTERESSES PAR LA SANTE DES ENFANTS, A PERMIS
DE REDUIRE SENSISLEMENT L'ETAT DE SOUS-ALIMENTATION DES ENFANTS,
AINSI QUE LE TAUX DE MORTALfTE INFANTILE DAKS NOTRE PAYS. LA CAMPAGNE
DE VACCINATION EN FAVEUR DES ENFANTS DE fEME QUE LIXTENSION DU
RESEAU SCOLAIRE ONT EGALEMENT FAIT L'OBJET DUN GRAND EFFORT DE LA
PART DU GOUVERNEMENT. MAIS CELA S'AVERE CEPENOANT INSUFFISANT PAR
RAPPORT A NOS BESOINS ET PAS ENCORE GENERALISE EN RAISON DE NOS
DIFFICULTES DE COMMUNICATIONS INTERIEURES. CE QUI MANQUE LE PLUS, CE
SONT LES ECOLES ENFANHNES, LES INSTRUMENTS DIDACTIQUES ET LES
VETEMENTS POUR ENFANTS. LA DELEGATION LAO PARTICPANT A CE SOMMET
FERA UNE DESCRIPTION PLUS DETAILLEE DE LA SITUATION ACTUELLE DES
ENFANTS LAO.

J'AI LA FERME CONVICTION QUE DANS LES ANNEES A VENIR L'UNICEF ET
LES AUTRES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES CONCERNEES RENFORCERONT



LEUR COOPERATION AVEC LE GOUVERNEMENT ET LE PEUPLE LAO EN VUE
D'ASSURER LA SURVIE ET LE DEVELQPPEMENT DES ENFANTS LAO CQMME ELLES
LE FERONT EN FAVEUR DE LA NOUVELLE GENERATION OE L'HUMANITE TOUT
ENTIERE.

JE VOUDRAIS, EN GUISE DE CONCLUSION, SAISIR CETTE OCCASION
SOLENNELLE POUR SOUHAITER A LA REUNION AU SOMMET MONDIAL POUR LE5
ENFANTS UN BRILL ANT SUCCES.

HAUTE CONSIDERATION
VIENTIANE, LE 28 SEPTEMBRE 1990

, * >HpirV0ii6VICHITHr
PRESIDENT A.I. DE LA REPU8LIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE

- PQPUUIRE LAO :
COMMISSION NATIONALE,LAaflJQUR L'ANNEE

INTERNATIONALE DE L'ENFANT.
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Mr. Chairman,
Your Highness,
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We in Lebanon feel the historical dimension of your Honorable Summit
aspiring to lay the foundation for a new future for the world's children based
on justice and equal oppoortunitics.

The present bitter situation requires that we recognize the deep
differences between the rich and poor countries, which provide their
children with plenty and dignity and the poor developing countries that are
unable to protect their children from the ravages of war, hunger and disease.
Our principal role in this Summit is to close the gap between the rich and the
poor and to aspire towards more justice for children.

Today, the Lebanese child represents an example of the suffering of
children from the different forms of war and its results: displacement, loss of
family, warmth, home, security and stability in addition to the death of
sibblings, relatives, or indeed the total destruction of whole neighborhoods
and their population, leading to the paths of despair rather than school
benches and settled social life. There is also the extreme poverty, particularly
in the last two years, which has led to a lowering of the standard of living and
the capacity to provide health services adn psychological councelling to help
adapt to the painful realities of life.

While sharing with you the prolonged painful experience of children,
Lebanon is determined to confront these circumstances and survive, refusing
to succumb to despair. Indeed our presence here, is the best indicator of our
inisistance to live and safeguard the hope of a bright future for the men and
women of a peaceful and stable tomorrow. We need not remind the world of
our leading role, four decades ago, when a representative of Lebanon
announced together with other countries aspiring to peace, the establishment
of the United Nations as an organization that, ushered in a new world where
countries exercise full sovereignty and where people develop, protected from
the dangers of expansionist wars witnessed in the first half of present
century. Indeed, we will not be absent from any forum where the world
community renews its decision to build a peaceful and stable world where all
people particularly children, enjoy the welfare and security we wish for them.

Elias Hrawi
President
Republic of Lebanon
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STANDIGE MISSION DES FORSTENTUMS LIECHTENSTEIN
BE! DEN VEREINTEN NATIONEN

Welta ipfe l fuer d ie Kinder

Gruaabotachaft S.E. Htrrn Hana Brunhart,
Regierungaehef d«s Futratentuioa L i e c h t e n s t e i n

Kinder alnd unaere Zuicunft , ' t ine Zukunft, welohe nur
e l n e Chance ha t , wenn dieaen Kindern i n der Gegenvart
d ie Moegl lchkei t gegeben wird, a ich J e t z t in vuerdigen ,
den Kindern angeaeaaenen Umatatnden auf d i e s e Sukunft.
vorzuberelten.

Der Weltgipfal fuer die Kinder kann nur dann eln Anla»a
zur Preude der Kinder unaerer Welt werden, wenn wir,
die Erwaehaenen, dlesea Anlaaa dazu benuetzen. unaere
Verantwortuns in Politik, Wirtachaft und geaellachaftlichem
Leben, aber auch in Jeder einaelnen Fanilie wahrnehnen,
la Zntereaae - . dea Sobutcee und der
Entwicklung der Kinder dieaer Velt.

Sin grosser Tail der Menschhtlt und dmmit vor *ll*m &uch der Kinder
befindet sich In einer L*g*, v*lch* »eni* positive vortussetzungen
zur Erl&ngung einer gutmn Zukunft /Or die Kinder enthMlt. Der Welt-
giptei tixr die Kinder soil deshalb in besonderer ffeise die Solid*rit&t
zum Ausdruck bringen, welche notwendig ist, urn das derzeitige SchicA-
s&l und die zukun£tsaussichten der Kinder zu verbessern. Ss ist daher
main grosser personlicher Hunsch und gleichzeitig das Anliegen meiner
Regierung, daes die am Neltgipfel verabschiedete Erkl&rung und der
Aktionsplan zu deren DurchfQhrung nogliehst rasch konkrete positive
Brgebnisse zeitigt.

In dieaem Sinn* gruesae ich all* Kinder,
verbunden nit melnem herzlicnen Wunach fuer ihr Vohlerg*hen.

400 LEXINGTON AVENUl NfW TORK. NY. 1017*
TiUFON (3121 509 020O. TELEFAX £19) S99 OO6*



Unofficial Translation

"Leadership for Children" Message
hv H E Mr. Hans Brunhart .
Sead"of Government, Principality of Liechtenstein

Children are our future, and this future can only have a good

chance if children have already right now the possibility

to prepare themselves for this future under fair conditions

that correspond to their needs.

The World Summit for Children can only then be a reason for joy

for .11 the children of our world, if -e, the adults, take this

opportunity to assume our responsibilities in general and

economic policies as well as in social life and in the life

of our families, In order to respond to the interests of our

children to be protected and guided in their development.

A major part of humanity, and especially a major P»rt ^ " ^

children are finding themselves in a situation that

very few positive pre-conditions Tor • better future.

The World Summit for Children should *»er.efor* and in a special

manner demonstrate our solidarity which is necessary to improve

the actual situation as well as the pe^pectives for the future

of all children.

It is my personal wish and at the same time the wish of my

government that the Declaration adopted at the World Summit

for Children and the Action Plan to implement this Declaration

will see, as soon as possible, concrete and positive results.

in this spirit I present my sincere wishes for the wellbeing

of all children.
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MESSAGE AtlX KNFANTS DU MONDE

Apres les discours, il faut passer aux actes. II est certes
important qu'un nombre impressionnant de Chefs d'Etat et de Chefs
de Gouvernement aient signe la Declaration mondiale en faveur de
votre survie, de votre protection et de votre developpement.
Encore faudra-t-il la mettre en oeuvre aussi pleinement et aussi
rapidement que possible,

Le Sommet constitue un pas essentiel sur la route qui devra
nous conduire, dans les annees a venir, a ameliorer sensiblement
votre sort et celui des enfants que vous aurez vous-meme.

C'est pourquoi, je tiens a remercier les initiateurs et les
organisateurs de ce Sommet. En effet, les resultats concrets sur
lesquels le monde politique s'est engage solennellement
constitueront sans doute le meilleur heritage global que
l'humanite d'aujourd'hui puisse laisser a celle de demam.

Une part importante de cet heritage pourra et devra etre la
ratification et la pleine application de la Convention relative
aux droits de 1'enfant. ' '

Cependant, pour les pays europeens, la vraie portee et la
veritable signification de la Convention, ce n'est pas d'y
adherer ni d'en garantir une application toujours plus pleine et
plus affinee chez nous.

Pour nos societes occidentales et leurs institutions, la
Convention doit avant tout comporter une dimension internationale
et plus particulierement la dimension Nord-Sud.

Notre engagement doit etre total et inconditionnel. Nous
n'avons pas le droit de d^cevoir les milliards d'enfants dont les
regards resteront desormais braques sur nous.

Jean
Grand-Due de Luxembourg
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MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE

WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN,

29TH TO 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1990

On the occasion of the World Summit for

Children I wish to reaffirm my personal as well

as my Government' s commitment to the betterment

of the lives of the world's children. My

Government, through its various organs and means,

as well as the people themselves, have made

concerted efforts to reduce childhood problems

such as mortality, disease, malnutrition,

disability, neglect and ignorance, in order to

improve the living conditions of our children.

In Malawi, we regard children as the most

supreme asset of our Nation. They are the leaders

of tomorrow. Without them there would be no better

future. Our development efforts therefore are

investments for our children. To us the human

being is the centre of development and the child

is the basis of the human race. We therefore

cherish fundamental human rights and values as

embodied in the UN Convention on the Rights of

the ChiId and which we wi 11 endeavour to enhance

and protect.

We must eliminate poverty, ignorance,

disease and violence in all its forms from which

children suffer most and promote peace through

contact and dialogue. Many children today are

victims of war, violence, famine and other

disasters, poverty, economic hardships and the

degradation of the environment. But there is

hope for the future because these problems can

be resolved through various strategies and means,
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and at all levels beginning with the family up

to the national and international levels. I shall

therefore constantly call upon my people to

increase agricultural productivity and education

because this will ultimately benefit our children.

I shall further urge my people to strengthen social

institutions that nurture and protect the child,

particularly the family which is tfce natural

environment for proper child growth and

development. I shall also urge my people to put

the quality of life of the child first before

quantity, and to ensure that each family adequately

provides for their children's physical, mental

and social development.

My Government will ensure that children

are protected and provided for through legislative

and othe r measures, at home; and will support

any efforts in this endeavour at the international

level, . .

While congratulating the international

community for taking cognizance of the heed to

improve the lives of millions of the world Vs

children who suffer because they have... no voice

of their own, it is important to emphasise that

it is the duty of every individual, family, and

Government to ensure that the rights of the child

are fully safeguarded, through the provision of

basic health, education and care.

Let me wish the Summit a success for the

survival and betterment of all the children the

world over.

\ <2L/i/TW-r to^/t)

H. Kamuzu Banda

LIFE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALAWI
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PRIME MINISTER
MALAYSIA

MESSAGE

Humanity is proud of its numerous scientific and
technological advancements. These should help make the life
of everyone free from want, from hunger and disease. But it
is a sad commentary on the social commitment of the human
race that in numerous parts of the world children are still
starving and disease-stricken, dying by their thousands
quite unnecessarily.

The World Summit for Children therefore comes none too soon.
The awakening of social conciousness and responsibility that
goes beyond the immediate family or society or race or
nation, together with the technological advancements in
various relevant fields will surely contribute towards
making this World Summit for Children more meaningful and
practical in terms of actual actions to be taken to remedy
the ills of children world wide.

Various regional organisations in South Asia, Africa,
Central America, West Asia, the United State of America and
Soviet Union as well as the Summit meeting of the seven
industrial nations had focussed their attention on
children's welfare. They had already provided opportunities
for identifying programme proposals that would bring about
improvements to child survival and welfare. This Summit can
therefore be regarded as the culmination of the regional
efforts.

The presence of so many heads of Governments emphasise the
seriousness of commitment of everyone towards solving the
problem of the wellbeing of children worldwide. As
political heads, they are aware that many of the problem of
children have political roots. As much as there is a need
for charity and good intention, there is also a need ror
political will and decisions no less strong than those
involving the bitter conflicts between nations. The
children of the world who will surely inherit the earth
deserve the love and care not just of their parents but the
statesmen of the world, love and care that will be
translated into political will and commitment.



I do hope that the convening of the World Summit for
Children will positively and actively consider and act on
the many known proposals and formulate new ones which can
bring about a better life for the less fortunate children
scattered throughout the six continents of the world.
Malaysia for its part will certainly play an active role
within its means.

DR MAHATHIR BIN MOHAMAD

Kuala Lumpur
26 September 1990
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Le Sommet Mondial pour les Enfants arrive au moment
ob les Pays du Tiers-Monde, notamment le Continent Afrlcaln,
subissent de plein fouet les effets de la crise Sconomique
mondlale, de l'endettement excessif, de la chute des cours
des matures premlferes.

Ce Sommet Mondial pour les Enfants est pour nous
porteur d'un nouvel espoir. En effet, pour la premifere
fols dans l'Hlstolre, des Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvernement
du monde entler, dans un Clan de solidarity et une communion
d'amour, se .rassembleront autour dfun objectif commun :
essayer de resoudre ensemble des problfemes que les enfants
rencontrent partout sur la plarftte pour survivre et acrider
h l'floe adulte.

J'aime ft le dire ..: ^La oualit* d'une society se
reconnalt i la manifere dont elle protfeoe Ses oroupes vulnfirables
et dont elle preserve son 8venir, La fraoiliW des enfants
et le potentiel qu'ils reprfisentent pour la sante et le
proorfes de rHumanitt, requiferent des Gouvernements des
solns particuliers en leur direction".

Pour ce qui «nous concerne au Mali, nul n'lonore
la place qu*occupe l'enfant dans notre socittfi. Notre adhesion
et notre engagement 6 l'idfie du Sommet confirment qu'6 tout
moment de notre histoirer et quelles que sdient les difficult^
rencontrfies, cette place primordiale qu'occupe Tenfant
a tt€ preserver

Si les Gouvernements, cependant, dolvent prendre
des decisions polltlques strat£olques pour la survle et
repanouissement de l'enfant, ils ont besoln, pour pouvolr
le falre, de Tappul des populations, et en premier Heu
de celui de la f8mllle qul constitue "la cellule de base
mfime de la vie.



Aussl, 11 nous revient & chacun et & tous, de
falre en sorte que cet espoir ne_ solt pas un miraoe, et
nous devrlons y contrlbuer, avec notre conviction et avec
les moyens dont nous dlsposons.

La CommunauW Internationale dolt alder les Gouverne-
ments et les Peuples Afrlcalns h tenlr les enoagenents auxquels
lls ont souscrlt en faveur de l'enfance.

J'ai fol aux fawnes et aux tames de mitre planfete
et en la solld^rlt*. la charlt* et 1'amour 4jul les anlment.

C'est seulement & ce prlx9 qu
1ensemble nous pourrons

falre de ce voeu que l'on a coutune d'exprlmer dans une
lanoue de iron pays, b 1'occasion du-<Kcts-4tim enfant, une
v«rlt6 :

"Pulsse J8mals plus le fruit vert du karlt6 ne
pr6c6der au sol le fruit nOrN./«-
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THE PRIME MINISTER
MALTA

30 September 1990

TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

Some time ago, I bad to make a little speech when the Secretary
General of the United Nations came to Malta to open an Institute
devoted to the elderly, and I remarked on the strange kind of
complicity that very often the aged manage to reach with children,
the common understanding and spirit of fellowship between the most
senior of our citizens and the most junior members of the community.

It seems to stem from the fact that, in many societies, both the
grandparents and the grandchildren have been left or pushed to the
periphery of the fora where the central business of social life is
conducted. Yet they are the ones who seem most able to look at the
values being lived by around them and to reverse them in their
minds, to have the kind of wisdom needed to envisage alternatives,
to get us unstuck when we seem to have reached a stalemate.

The great environmental crisis which is today the most grievous
threat being faced by mankind and for which we are desperately
seeking complex solutions is slowly making us open our eyes again to
the prospect embodied in the zany alliance of child and sage joining
hands in a journey towards a recovered simplicity of life.

Children, like the elderly, are by nature a minority, and not just
labelled as "minors", in our world. But it is only by the abuse of
the majority rule in a democratic context, as it is of the possession
of greater force in a non-democratic context, that often children,
like the elderly, fail to get due opportunity for their full
development as human beings.

It seems clear that many of the sufferings of children, as of the
elderly, in the contemporary world, are due to the crisis of the
family. Just as the recognition is growing that the progress of
technology has to be guided with a greater respect for the life of
nature so too social planners and policy-makers are recognising that
the development of human autonomy and freedom can only flourish in
full recognition of the family nature of human life - however varied
and capable of evolution the family institution may be.



If the ecological crisis is an eye-opener to the value of childhood,
probing of our mistreatments of children is a key to the rediscovery
of the solidarity of mankind in both its biological and social
dimensions.

It is part of the lot of many of us to have to attend committee
meetings of all sorts - kitchen cabinets, general assemblies and
egghead gatherings usually exclusively reserved for adults and adult
business. There often we hear moans and laments about lack of
creativity, and loss of imagination. Then perhaps the thought
flashes in the mind that maybe a few children would help. Or at
least it would help if only we brought children more into the focus
of our concerns.

That is what this world summit is about. .
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
MAURITIUS

H g S S A G E

World Summit for Children

It gives me great pleasure to associate myself with the
World Summit for Children whose singular preoccupation is to
further the cause of the survival, protection and development of
the Child.

It is distressing to note that in a World of plenty an
abundance, countless number of children are dying everyday from
the scourges of poverty, hunger, malnutrition, disease and drugs.
Others have become innocent victims of racial discrimination and
apartheid, of violence and the turmoils of war. Furthermore
innumerable are those who are falling prey to increasing physical
and sexual abuses and other degrading forms of exploitations.

At the Summit there will be no doubt that the. conscience of
mankind will- be aroused by the current problems facing the
youngsters and that concrete action will be taken to alleviate
their sufferings.

It is the duty of everyone to work ceaselessly for the
health, welfare and happiness of those that would be called upon
to-morrow to shoulder the burden that will devolve on future
generations.

He, in Mauritius have taken various measures for the welfare
of our children. A National Children's Council grouping Non
Governmental Organisations and Government officials have been set
up, our legislations are being reviewed and amended where
appropriate to provide for the protection of our children. He
have also adhered to the Convention on the Rights of the child and
are using it as a framework for further action.

May I take this opportunity to commend the, excellent work of
many International Organisations particularly the UNICEP and the
WHO in their struggle to save children's lives and protect their
environment so as to ensure their healthy development.

Let us dedicate ourselves to the noble task of providing all
the facilities that will make for the healthy mental and physical
growth of generations to come and who bear in them the seeds of
time that have to be carefully nurtured.

Let it also not be forgotten that after all the Child is
father of Man.

Anerood Ju^nauth
Prime Minister
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Telegram from H.E. Mr. P. Ochlrbat,
President of the Mongolian People's Republic

xmmfflH Tejiee jsswfo SAXHHH aasji xauBamfit
yyjI3AJITAH CPOmOTOtOfl

HBD-KOPK

3px3M XYHSST xypmH aapra Hap a a t

XYHSST Tepf aacraftri T s p m H , T3SHHft (Sue Tejreejier^TO e e ,

E*ra HafcpaMnax MoHroji Apn JJICHH Tep, sacrnttH ra3ap t apji
TYMHHlt HSpHftH QMHeGC (5<WI0H XyBHacaa XTHH3T W p r a Hap TaHJI C5OJIOH

XYYXWftH Tejtee aaJiXHft aaxiiHH 2 3 3 4 X3MK33HH2 yyjraaaTas oponuor^-

HOJl *TOH CSTrSJIHftH M3HOTHJir33 ^SBniYYJtBe,

XYH TepejrxTHHft HPSSOTS - XYYXSS 6ara^yywH apx amris&n Tejiee
xawrpaa aauumax yjic TepnfiH XYCSJI sopKroo M3pxH2jr3Xf TS^anii caftH
caflxmir xaHrax acyyjWHT Taji (5yps3C HL aB î xsjisomsx sopmiro dYxaa
Tyo yyji3ajiT 6ox TYYXSH a î xwitforawrroft Yibi flB^aa TSK BHMAY YSSX

(Saflaa.

XYH 3MHH T3H xaracaac MYY Hi XYYXSB, sajryyc tfaiiraa OPHH

xyBM EHMA7-HH sacrafiH ra3ap xYYXKHto eCT (JO&KHX, cyp^i GOJCOBCPOX,

3PYYJI ^IHftpsr, 3P^3M M3flJI3rT3ft TOJMeT HprSH 6OJEOH XYMYY3CHX3fl

maapOTaraTafi aexaejr dcwtojmoor xaHraxaa dattara aHxaap^ HPCSH <5e-
reeji uaamw ^ (JwKwmooTofi dyxraftr xnftx ckwmo, THSMSSC ^ XYYXjiHto
<5YX TajiHH 3pxafir xyyjiB^iaH TyHxarjracaH XYYXOTftH spxnfiH Tyxaft

KOHBeHWH BHMAy TSPITYH 3rH33Hfl rapHH YC3r 3ypX daTaJICflH (5M33.

Xoftq Y6HfiHXH33 3X flSJtXHft J133P33 3HX aMTaJiaH, 3B HSrjJSJITSft

aMBroax Hexujraftr xaHrax, Tsaraft xyBB samTafi xoji<5ooTofi acyyjwryyror
yjIC OPHH 6OJIOB OJIOH yJICHH X8MTHH HHftr3MH3rHftH XY^t33P DffltaB3pjr3X3a

WJX3C3H CTpaTera, s o p m r r y y w r 3H3 J&BX xsMrasnuft yyjrsajiTaji OPOJI-

noirvm xaMTHH ooyH yxaaHaap ToaopxoftJis ^aflHa r s a s r r H I T S * (5aftHa.
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XTYXUSH xaftprafi XTH tapHftH mHpTaH xap* (5yfl Ta dyxHHft
yyjisajrTHH axajuraraaim HX aMKiupr epeee,

yjraandaaTap, 1990 OHH 9 ntr33P capira 29



Unofficial translation
from Mongolian

TO THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE
WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

New York

Esteemed Co-Chairmen of the Summit for Children,.
Esteemed Heads of State and Government
and Personal Representatives of Heads of State and Government,

On behalf of the Government and people of the Mongolian
People's Republic and in my own name I am happy to extend our most
sincere greetings to you, esteemed Co-Chairmen, and all the
participants in the World Summit for Children.

The Mongolian People's Republic considers this forum as an
event of historic significance designed to give an expression to
the political will for co-operation for th* benefit of mankind's
posterity, and to deliberate from its every angle the question of
ensuring the well-being of children.

The Government of the Mongolian People's Republic, where the
youth make up more than one half of her population, has always paid
an undeviating attention to ensuring the necessary conditions for
children to grow into educated, healthy and free citizens and will
continue to do everything possible to that end. That is why
Mongolia was among the first to sign and ratify the Convention on
the Rights of the Child that provided legal assurances for an
entire spectrum of the rights of children.

I believe that the participants in the Summit, in their
collective wisdom, will be able to chart out the strategy and
objectives to secure, through both national and international
efforts, such conditions in which our posterity can enjoy a
tranquil and harmonious life on our mother Earth and a better
future for generations to come.

/.-.



May I extend my best wishes for greater successes in the work
of your meeting which so deservedly attracts the closest attention
of all who love and cherish children.

(signed)
P.Ochirbat
President of the
Mongolian People's Republic

Ulaanbaatar, 29 September 1990
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— B T M . MgflflAflS BY Hlff WWBMlAWKXr Ptt. SMC MPJOMA.
PI^EfJPgMT QF THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA.

ftpPRgflggP TO THE WppT.n fltTMMTT FOR CHILDREN
TO fflBADOPARTTOfl- NEW YORK. 2 9 - 3 0 SEPTEMBER, 1 9 9 0 ,

It is common knowledge that in traditional African society
"children should be seen and not heard." This unfortunate
disposition has certainly deprived children of their right of self-
expression and participation in matters affecting their well-being
and development. However, traditional African societies had strong
family units which ensured the emotional," mental, social and
spiritual well-being of the child. Within their limited economic
means, African societies attempted to provide economic and physical
security to the child.

Modern socio-economic structures have undoubtedly brought about
positive improvements and benefits to our societies. Hence, modern
means of transportation, communication, economic organization,
health services and improved means of agriculture production have
greatly enhanced our living conditions on earth. Eovever, these
developments have also been the principal factor contributing to
the disintegration of the basic social unit, namely the family.
This unfortunate development has greatly exacerbated the alienation
of the child from its life source, i.e., the family unit.

Consequently, many of our societies are today faced with homeless-
ness , child abuse, drug addiction, alcoholism, malnutrition,
illiteracy and increased youth crimes. This regrettable state of
affairs can be singled out as the principal contributing factor
making the twentieth century the epoch of lost opportunities for
the African child, and indeed for the African society as a whole.

In the context of my own country, the Republic of Namibia, the
despicable Apartheid ideology and practices have left behind
serious distortions in the outlook and perceptions of our children,
e.g., racial prejudices and complexes and a misplaced sense of
superiority. In order to address these misconceived attitudes and
the resulting racial divisions and tensions, my government adopted
a policy of national reconciliation which I believe will contribute
to social harmony and ultimately to the well-being of all the
children in Namibia.

On the global level, governments, parents and, indeed all respon-
sible and influential adults should seriously consider the plight
of our children as a matter of utmost priority. The rights of
children as the inheritors and custodians of the future, must be
identified and strictly observed a gloomy future.



It is not enough to put a signature to the mi CONVENTION ON THE
RIGHTS OF TEE CHILD. The international community is regrettably
aware of the numerous well-intended resolutions treaties and
conventions that were forgotten after their signing- What is
deplorable is not the lack of good ideas, but the lack of goodwill,
discipline and persistence in pursuing complete Jjiplementation of
the agreed conventions. •-••*•*

For the children of the world, this World Suamit for Children and
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Children would not have been
in vain, if all the Heads of State and Government could agree and
ensure that: , -t ^

. : » n * .. •.» -

— No child should die fro* a preventable disease, and
Governments should strive for 100% immunization rate;

— No child should be cursed ,#r4tli.-illiteracy *nd ultimately
unemployment. Therefore primary education should be compul-
sory;

— No child should go to sleep hungry and cold, and everything
possible must be done to provide sufficient food and adequate
shelter for all;

•• **"\t,•-/:,' S e r a ; «•>'- '•

~ As governments, we have a responsibility and duty not to
pass on planet Earth to future generations in a state worse
than that we received it in*

As I previously stated, we must all work together towards creating
an atmosphere of peace, mutual trust and understanding, with a
clear vision of reaching our ultimate goal — that of social
justice for all our people, but especially for all our children.

NUJOMA
JIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA
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PRIME MINISTER

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND,
FT HON HIKE MOORE, TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

It gives me great pleasure to send greetings on behalf of
the New Zealand Government and people - and in particular
on behalf of all the children of this country - to the
world Summit for Children. Children are the most precious
resource of every country, regardless of its level of
development. Yet all too frequently their special needs,
and their vulnerability, are overlooked. international
co-operation to place the rights and interests of children
at the centre of programmes intended to benefit them is
essential. Only in this way can we succeed in efforts to
improve the tragic global statistics on infant and child
mortality, diseases, malnutrition, abuse and illiteracy.
The World Summit can provide the leadership to give new
impetus to that co-operation.

In New Zealand,, the rights and welfare of children are
protected under the law, and programmes aimed at ensuring
that they grow up healthy and happy operate at both the
governmental and the non-governmental level. Wherever
possible, the care and protection of children is seen as
best provided within a family setting. This is the aim of
all family law in New Zealand, and is a central purpose of
our social welfare system. In recent years, we have taken
innovative approaches to the problems that children and
young people may face. Since 1989, New Zealand has a
Commissioner for Children, who has a wide range of
functions relating to the protection ofv children and the
promotion of their welfare in all spheres of life. An
important focus of our Commissioner's work is to improve
public awareness of issues affecting children. As for
international measures, the widespread support for the
Government's recent decision to sign the International
Convention on the Rights of the Child illustrated the high
level of concern for children's special needs, world-wide,
that already exists among New Zealanders.

I wish all those participating in the World Summit every
success in your work. Children of today will lead the
world tomorrow: the Summit can help ensure a brighter
future for many generations to come.
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I convey to you the best wishes of the Government and
people of Nigeria as well as the deep aspirations of our
people that this extraordinary summit will search for
solutions and adopt recommendations that will make the
world better* safer and more secure for children. No task
today should command .greater priority than finding
practical solutions to the problems on the survival,
protection and development of children.
2. The problems that confront our children are
universal. I must hastily add, however, that the status
of child health and well-being differs from country to
country and within countries, but. generally, the level of
health and well-being of the chile is positively related
to the socio-economic environment in which the child is
brought UP.
3. In Nigeria our children are facing such problems as
malnutrition, disease, premature death, unemployment;
inadequate medical care, neglect as a result of parents'
preoccupation with daily struggle for survival, illiteracy
as a result of declining resources of the parents, child
abuse and exploitation, early marriages (for girls).
n. The bold efforts of Government to improve the lots of
the children have been emasculated by the dwindling
resources, our vigorous implementation of the economic
reform programme had brought on its wake drastic reduction in
expenditure on social programmes, particularly health and
education, with children and other vulnerable groups in
the society being the first casualty.
5. We have nevertheless introduced and are pursuing
policies and programmes under severe limitation of
resources for chilcf survival and development. Most of the.
resolutions arising from the International Year of the
Child (IYC) have been implemented and this includes the
establishment of National Child Welfare Committee whose
objectives are:

(a) to identify problems and needs of children;
(b) monitor and co-ordinate programmes and

services for children;
(c) review policies, programmes and services

for children; and
(d) formulate a National Child Welfare Policy.



6. We consider provision of safe drinking water and
improved sanitation especially in the rural areas very
vital to our child survival efforts. He have* therefore,
courageously shifted resources to the rural areas and
urban shanty towns. We have established and adequately
funded a Better Life Programme for Rural Dwellers as well
as a Directorate of Food. Roads and Rural Infrastructures.
The Better Life Programme emphasizes self-develooment
particularly for women In rural areas in respect of
education, business.sanitation,work and productivity. The
Directorate of Food. Roads and Rural Infrastructures had
registered impressive achievements especially in opening
up rural areas and in providing bore-holes for safe water
supply and in building ventilated pit latrines In
thousands of our Nigerian villages. The agency has helped
in no small measure in our positive efforts towards the
eradication of guineaworm.
7. The disease and mortality profile of our countries
stems from our vicious cycle or poverty as well as general
state of under-development and we are overwhelmed by
parasitic and Infectious disease. For most countries of
our continent, life is short and difficult, and many of
our nations are saddled with crippling debt burden, high
unemployment and inflation. The political will to rid our
countries of disease of poverty and under-developcnent is
strong, but we shall certainly require substantial
external support to translate our dream of ushering in a
longer, more productive and more healthful life span for
all our people. Indeed, there is a compelling need for
general debt forgiveness to permit economic growth to be
resumed in our countries in order to alleviate poverty,
create Jobs and raise the general living standard and
quality of life of our people.

(Signed) . .
General Ibrahim B. Babangida

President
Conmander in Chief of the Armed Forces

of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
Lagos
September 24, 1990.
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THE PRIME MINISTER

The World Summit for Children

HeV York, 29 - 30 September 1990

A message from Prime Minister Jaa p. SYse, Xorway

A world not taking care of its children, is jeopardizing its
future. The gathering of world leaders at a Summit for Children
must send a strong message of oar determination to protect the
world's most precious and vulnerable resource: our children.

In a global perspective, Norwegian children are privileged. Our
living standards are high. The basic needs of children are met.
With regard to health and nutrition, the situation is
satisfactory, and the equal right toedacation for aXl is
realized. Nevertheless, we recognize that there still are
problems of child abuse, neglect and insufficient consideration
of children's interests. Increased efforts are required to
strengthen the protection of children, particularly those
threatened by problems related to maltreatment and sexual
exploitation, alcohol and drug abuse.

Norway has created a special public institution called the
Ombudsman or the Commissioner for Children. The Commissioner's
role is to bring children's concerns to the awareness of the
decision-makers and of the public; to press for action that will
improve the situation of children, particularly those most in
need. With the support of UNICEF, a study is now underway to
evaluate the effects of the Commissioner's work. 1 hope that
the results will be of use to other countries as well, and that
they will serve the interests of children in all corners of the
world.

A future sound and safe environment is vital, especially to our
children. We must therefore find bold, new solutions to the
environmental problems facing us. The urgent challenge of the
1990s will be to make the transition from knowledge to action.
A process was launched by the UN Commission on Environment and
Development. We must now accelerate our efforts. Resolute
action is required at national level. Binding international
agreements are urgently needed at the global level. The
industrialized nations must contribute additional resources to
assist the efforts of developing countries. Norway has proposed
the establishment of a more efficient decision-making process
and the elaboration of a binding environmental "code of conduct"
in the European region. Such measures could also contribute to
finding solutions at the global level.

The changes to our climate represent the most serious long-term



lental threat to future generations. If we do notfinVlXI
reverse the trends now, one children nay find them irreversible*
Solutions will require more ambitious international cooperation.
Nagotiations on a Convention on Cllaate Change should be
launched without delay.

The protection of children's interests is linked to economic and.
social development. A. mobilization of resources from the rich
»wri developed parts of our global community is urgently
required. Norway allocates more than one per cant of its GDP to
development assistance, and is determined to pursue its present
policies. I urge all industrialized countries to step up their
contributions now and to reach at least the adopted target ot
0.7 per cant of GDP. The governments of the developing
countries must assume their responsibilities by accelerating
economic and political reforms.

The economic crisis in developing countries ham primarily hit.
the most vulnerable groups. Children are almost always among
these groups. In many cases, progress in health, nutrition and
education has been replaced by deteriorating social conditions
as the economic crisis and debt burdens take tbadr toll. It is
of vital importance that our aid be structured to protect the.
most vulnerable. Additional resources must be channeled to the
poorest countries. On their side, the ̂ developing countries mast
give the necessary priority to ensuring basic social services.

Today, more than ten per cant of Norwegian development aid is
spent on health, mother and child care and family planning.
Norway is the fourth largest contributor to QUCJUf. This
organization has a very special role to pl£^°ln meeting the
needs of children. It deserves our fervent support.

The success of our summit will not be measured by our speeches.
It can only be measured by our readiness to implement the
commitment laid down in the summit, declaration and in the plan
of action. Solutions do exist. History will judge us harshly
if we fail to act. - , , «• 7. ̂ -

^ \
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PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY MR.GHULAM MUSTAFA
JATOI, PRIME MINISTER OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN,
TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN C29-30 SEPTEMBER 1990).

It is a matter of immense pleasure and pride for as
that Pakistan is among the six countries including Canada, Egypt,
Mali, Mexico and Sweden which took the initiative of calling the
World Summit for Children to promote the welfare of children all
over the globe. , ; ....

The Summit provides a unique opportunity to world leaders
to focus attention and promote commitment, at the highest
political level, to the goals and strategies for ensuring the
survival, protection and development of children as key elements
in the socio-economic development of human society.

j. . . . * . . ' •

The future of mankind and human civilization lies in
our children. Their protection and proper development is the best
guarantee for the future progress and prosperity of the human
species. The welfare of children, therefore,; deserves the utmost
attention on the part of international community.

It is distressing that most children in the Third World
suffer from malnutrition, non-existent or inadequate health care,
poor educational facilities, and lack of recreational opportunities
Child mortality rate still remains at an *inacceptably high level
in many developing countries. Obviously, the situation calls
for urgent measures for ensuring the welfare of the children.

Pakistan recognises the gravity of the situation. We
accept the challenge of the goals set out in the Summit Plan of
Action for child survival, development and protection. I would
like to take this opportunity to reiterate the high priority that
my government and I personally attach to the welfare and
development of Pakistani children. The Government of Pakistan
is doing its utmost to afford our children and their families
nutritious food, adequate housing, immunization from fatal
diseases, educational opportunities, recreational facilities
and a healthy environment. Provision of these basic services
for children is given due priority in our policies, plans and
programmes.

It is a matter of satisfaction for us that we are close
to achieving the goal of Universal Child Immunization. Taking
advantage of the developments which have made technology simple
and affordable, 94.7 per cent of the children in Pakistan have
been covered by Oral Rehydration Therapy. The government is in
the process of implementing the recently formulated national
plan for combating Acute Respiratory Infections. Further,
increased attention is being paid to the health of mothers and
families. Multi-sectoral programmes are being undertaken by
the Government and NGOs for strengthening the family unit,
curbing maternal mortality and making motherhood safe for the
mother and child.

We are conscious of the fact that strenuous efforts are
called for and much remains to be done. Our main problem is
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lack of resources rather than the lack of will to ensure the
well-being of children. Nevertheless, we are determined not
only to continue but also to intensify our efforts for
improving their conditions.

Children are our wards to whom we owe individual and
collective responsibility. On this historic occasion, world
leaders must reaffirm their obligations to give our children
a chance for survival and necessary facilities for full
development of their physical and mental potential. It is
incumbent upon the international community to ensure, for
children, a world free from war, violence, hunger, poverty
and disease. To that end the leaders of nations must take
all possible steps to promote peace and disarmament. Efforts
must be intensified to promote economic development,
particularly in the Third World. We must shed our prejudices,
political rivalries, and ethnic and racial discrimination
to mould ourselves into a cohesive and prosperous comity of
nations. '

On this occasion, let us rededicate ourselves to the
ideal of a safe and healthy environment for our children
which would help them develop as enlightened individuals
committed to ushering in a just, peaceful and progressive world
order. We are confident that the Declaration and the
Programme of Action to be adopted by the Summit will go a
long way towards the realisation of this noble objective.
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La Cumbre a favor de la infancia constituye la raz6n

fundamental de mi viaje a Nueva York. Cualquier iniciativa

que busque una solucifin global a la frustracifin de nuestras

juventudes es justificada/ pocque si no nos ocupamos ya de

los problemas de los nifios de hoy* nos encontraremos dentro

de pocos afiosr con una acumulaei6n de generaciones con mas

problemas que esperanzas. En todos los continentes y en

todas las razasr sin distinci6n por nacionalidades.

Las enfermedadesr el analfabetismor la droga* la

Impreparaci6n para el trabajo* txagedias agravadas por el

consumismo desenfrenador preocupan a todo ciudadano

consdente y a todo gobernante responsable. Nuestra Mi«i6n

para con los nifios• el educarlos y prepararlos para que

puedan ser los llderes de un mundo cada vez mas couplejo»

esta lntimamente ligada a la soluci6n de los problemas antes

mencionados.

El reto es global y las respuestas deben serlo tambien.

De all!/ la necesidad de un compromiso real de todos* del

concurso de todos los que tenemos la obligacion polltica con

nuestros pueblos* porque sin colaboraci6n no habra resultados

importantes.

Es necesario la eliminaci6n de la violencia* el respeto

y la tolerancia por las op iniones de los demasr el culto de

la libertad y la solidaridad verdadera al interno y al

ezterno de todos los palses. Que los nifios de hoy aprendan a

sobrevolar las estructuras estatales conocidas* para que el

siglo XXI produzca la sociedad de toda la humanidad.

La RepAblica de Panama» por intermedio de su gobierno

democr&ticor compromete su acci6n en esta lucha por los nifios

de boyr ciudadanos del futuro. Proteger la salud y la

educacion de los nifios de hoy es la mejor inversi6n que la

humanidad puede hacer.

GUILLEBHO ENDARA GALIMANY
PRESIDENTS COHSTITDCIONAL DE PANAMA
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MISION PERMANENTE DEL PERU
ANTE LAS NACIONES UN1DAS

MENSAJE DEL SENOR PRESIDENTE DEL PHttJ,
DON ALBERTO FUJIMORI OON OCAS ION DE CELEBRARSE

LA OAfiRE MUNDIAL EN FAVOR DE LA INFANCIA

A NCMBRE DEL PUEBLO Y GOBIERNO PERUANOS QUISIERA
DEJAR TESTINONIO DE NUESTOO M\S A\PLIO RECONOCIMIENIX) A
LA FELIZ Y LOABLE INICIATIVA DE LOS PAISES INICIADORES
DE ESTA OJM9RE MUNDIAL EN FAVOR DE LA INFANCIA Y A LOS
TRABAJOS QUE EN EL MARCO DEL FORO DE LAS NACIONES
UNIDAS Y DE LA UNICEF HAN DESARROLLADO TODOS LOS PAISES
EN UN GENEROSO ESFUERZO DE CONCERTACION PARA DAR VIDA A
LA "CONVENCION SOBRE LOS DERECHOS DEL NINO", LA
"DECLARACION MJNDIAL SOBRE LA SUPHfcVIVENClA, LA
PROTECCION Y EL DESARROLLO DEL NlEfo" Y EL "PLAN DE
ACCION PARA LA APLICACION DE LA DECLARACION SOBRE LA
SUPERVIVENCIA, LA PROTECCION Y EL DESARROLLO DEL NINO
EN EL DECENIO DE 1990n.

LA NlREZ REQUIERE, HOY MAS QUE NUNCA, EL
C0MPR0MISO DE LOS LIDERES DEL MJNDO, NO SOLO EN
TERMINOS DE UNA JUSTIFICAQA PREOCUPACION SINO QUE,
PRIORITARIAMENTE, NECESITA SER RECEPTORA INMEDIATA DE
LOS BENEFICIOS CONCRETOS QUE EMANEN EN LA APLICACION DE
LAS MEDIDAS ESTIPULADAS POR LOS RECIENTES INSTRLWENTOS
JURIDICOS. ELLO NO ES SOLO UNA OBLIGATION CCWTRACTUAL
SINO UN IÎ PERATIVO MORAL.

DADA LA IMPORTANCIA QUE Ml' OCBIERNO OTORGA A LA
INFANCIA, EL PERU HA SIDO UNO DE LOS PRIMEROS PAISES EN
RATIFICAR LA CONVENCION DEL NINO. UNA DE NUESTRAS
PRINCIPALES METAS ES DOTAR A LA Nlifez PERUANA DE TODAS
LAS FACILIDADES PARA SATISFACER SUS NECESIDADES BASICAS
DE NUTRICION Y SALUD. ESTA IRAN A LA PAR CON LA
O^EACIOM DE UN AMBIENTE ADECUADO QUE FAVOREZCA EL PLENO
DESARROLLO DE TODAS SUS FACULTADES.

EL DR/WIA DE LA VIOLENCIA ESTRUCTURAL Ĉ JE AFECTA
PRINCIPALJVENTE A LAS SOCIECADES DE LOS PAISES EN
DESARROLLO Y ESPECIALNCNTE A SUS SECTORES M\S
EXPUESTOS, PCK ENDE A LA NINEZ, NOS OBLIGA A VINCULAR
ESTA SITUACION CON LA PROBLEMATICA DEL DESARROLLO
INTEO^AL DE NUESTRAS NACIONES. SOLO EN UN CONTEXTO DE
BIENESTAR SOCIAL, LOS NINOS POCRAN ENCONTRAR EL
AMBIENTE ADECUADO PARA SU CRECIMIENTO.



MIS1ON PERMANENTE DEL PERU
ANTE LA5 NACIONES UN1DAS

EN OTRAS CIRCUNSTANCIAS UNA TAREA INDIVIDUAL DE
ESTA MAGNITUD HUBIERA ENCONTRADO NO POCAS DIFICULTADES
PARA OBTENER EL SIEMPRE NECESARIO APOTO INTERNATIONAL.
SIN EMBARGO, CON LA CONSTITUCION DE ESTE NUEVO M*RCO
JURIDICX) DONDE EN FORM\ CMMIOOMPRENSIVA SE CAUTELA TODO
LO RELATIVO A LA NINEZ LA PERSPECTIVA DEL EXITO SE
AMPLIA Y LA ESPERANZA REM\CE. CORRESPONDE AHORA
PRESENTE QUE LOS PAISES DESARROLADOS MEJCREN
CUALITATIVAMENTE Y CUANTITATIVAI^ENTE LOS TERMINOS DE SU
PARTICIPACION EN ESTA TAREA CQNJWTA DE LA HLMANIDAD.

SE HA DADO EL PRINCR Y GRAN PASO. DEBEM3S ENTONCES
DEDICAR LOS MEJORES ESFUERZOS A FIN DE CLfcPLIR TCXJOS
LOS OBJETIVOS AOORDADOS. IKBUIDOS DE ESE ESPIRITU,
ESTOY SEGURO QUE ESTARHVDS A LA ALTURA DEL RETO QUE LA
HISTORIA NOS HA IMPUESTO, PARA OONSTOUIR EN ARM3NIA Y
PAZ UN FUTURO MEJCR PARA TODA LA NINEZ DEL MLJMX>.

LIM\, 30 DE SETIEMKIE DE 1990
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MALACANAN PALACE
MANILA

MESSAGE OF H.E. PRESIDENT CORAZON C. AQUINO
OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN,

NEW YORK, 21-30 SEPTEMBER 1990

ON 3 APRIL 1986, EXACTLY 35 DAYS AFTER I ASSUMED THE
PRESIDENCY, I SIGNED PROCLAMATION NO. 6 "IMPLEMENTING A UNITED
NATIONS GOAL DN UNIVERSAL CHILD IMMUNIZATION BY 1990". AS ONE OF
MY FIRST OFFICIAL ENACTMENTS, THIS PROCLAMATION SIGNIFIES MY
GOVERNMENT'S SERIOUS COMMITMENT TO THE FILIPINO CHILD EARLY ON.
IT HAS MADE IT POSSIBLE TO LEAP FROM A 207. COVERAGE IN 1986 TO
80.117. FULLY IMMUNIZED CHILDREN IN 1989. WEWAY NOT BE ABLE TO
REACH 1007. IN 1990 BUT WE CERTAINLY CAN MAKE THE 907. TARGET.
WHAT HAS BEEN CRUCIAL TO US IS THE FACT THAT THE EXPANDED PRO-
GRAMME ON IMMUNIZATION HAS GIVEN US NOT ONLY AN OPPORTUNITY TQ
CONCRETELY DEMONSTRATE THIS GOVERNMENT'S SUPPORT TO CHILDREN'S
PROGRAMMES BUT, MORE IMPORTANTLY, HARNESS GOVERNMENT, NON-GOVERN-
MENT, MEDIA AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN IMPROVING THE
SITUATION OF OUR CHILDREN.

SINCE THEN, DESPITE THE MANY DIFFICULTIES WE HAVE
FACED, THE FILIPINO CHILDREN HAVE CONTINUALLY CHALLENGED US TO
DO MORE AND BETTER IN ENSURING THAT THEY CAN 'GROW INTO USEFUL
AND PRODUCTIVE ADULTS. THE 1990 REVIEW OF THE SITUATION OF
FILIPINO CHILDREN AND WOMEN HAS SHOWN IMPROVEMENTS WHILE DEFINING
AREAS FOR GREATER CONCERN, PARTICULARLY FOR CHILDREN IN ESPECIAL-
LY DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES.
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I AM CONFIDENT THAT WE SHALL BE ABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
OUR CHILDREN. OUR EFFORTS HAVE BEEN SEARED RELENTLESSLY TOWARDS
DECENTRALIZING RESPONSIBILITIES AND POWER TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ENABLING THEM TO PARTICIPATE MORE ACTIVELY IN THEIR OWN DEVELOP-
MENT, ACCELERATING SERVICES TO CHILDREN AND FAMILIES THROUGH
COMMUNITY-BASED PROGRAMMES, CDNTINUOUSLY MOBILIZING SERVICE
PROVIDERS AND USERS AS WELL AS EVERY AVAILABLE RESOURCE, MANAGING
OUR MEAGER RESOURCES TO GIVE PREFERENTIAL OPTION TO THE POOR,
AND, PROMOTING PEACE AND HARMONY IN OUR COUNTRY.

THIS WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN GIVES ME A NEW OPPORTUNITY
TO RENEW THE FILIPINO COMMITMENT AND PURSUE WITH GREATER VIGOR
THE PROGRAMMES THAT WE HAVE INITIATED FOR OUR OWN CHILDREN. IT
POSES TO US NEW CHALLENGES FOR THE 1990S- AS A TESTIMONY OF OUR
SINCERITY FOR OUR CHILDREN AND THE WORLD'S CHILDREN, WE HAVE,
WITHOUT RESERVATION, RATIFIED THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE
CHILD ON 26 JULY 1990. WITH THIS ACT, OUR NATIONAL PLAN FOR
CHILDREN IN THE 1990S IS ACCORDED THE EMBODIMENT OF THE HIGHEST
IDEALS FOR OUR CHILDREN. IT WILL"SERVE AS. GUR FRAMEWORK FOR
POLICY DEVELOPMENT, PROGRAMME PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION AS WELL
AS RESOURCE ALLOCATION IN ALL SECTORS AT ALL LEVELS. THE CONVEN-
TION WILL NOW BECOME THE BASIS BY WHICH WE- MEASURE HOW. WELL WE
TAKE CARE OF OUR CHILDREN.

AS THE PHILIPPINES JOINS THE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS IN
PLEDGING COMMITMENT AND SUPPORT TO CHILDREN, WE ALSO CALL ATTEN-
TION TO ENABLING MECHANISMS THAT WILL ALLOW US TO DELIVER SERV-
ICES. I CALL ON ALL HEADS OF STATE TO BE AUTHENTIC PARTNERS IN
HELPING NATIONS ACHIEVE THE GOALS AND TARGETS THEY HAVE SET FOR
THEIR OWN CHILDREN.
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M E S S A G E
by Prime Minister of the Government of

the Republic of Poland
Tadeusz Mazowiecki

to the Summit Meeting of the Heads of State or Government
for Children

New York, September 1990

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Poland, I
wish to convey to the participants in the Summit Meeting for
Children the assurances of full support for the noble ideal which
has inspired the present gathering at the United Nations Head-
quarters in New Yorfc. Particular appreciation is owed to those
who have initiated this Conference, the UN Secretary General and
the UNICEF Executive Director, who have made this Summit possi-
ble.

We are meeting at a time of epoch-making efforts to bridge
the abysmal gap between nations and solve the conflicts which
hinder international cooperation. The principles of democracy,
respect for human rights and human dignity are becoming victori-
ous.

Throughout the past year, Poland has undergone fundamental
changes. Their importance for the future of children could not
possibly be overrated.

It is" the policy of our Government to respect life since its
inception till demise. However, responsibility for a child is
more that merely the responsibility for its material and physical
well-being. It is also the responsibility for its personality.
Only under the conditions offered by the democratic State, the

ftate ruled by law, it is possible to prepare one to life in
reedora and truth.

Poland and the rest of the Central and Eastern Europe know
the humiliating degradation brought about by lies, coercion and
manipulation performed on the personality ox the child. In that
sense, Poland's democratic change guarantees also the respect for
the child's personality and offers it the prospect of full par-
ticipation in the civilization of free and proud fellow citizens
of the reuniting Europe.

The unified Europe should be a Europe of imaginative and
courageous people. The future of children in Europe may be
threatened by the civilization division into the Europe of the
rich and that of the less affluent, and desperate.

The Government of Poland is fully conscious of the existence
of such dangers. Nowhere does the civilizational gap across the
continent have a greater impact on the well-being of the child
than in areas of devastated, natural environment - a tragic
legacy of communist rule. Joint struggle against the ecological
threat would also serve the overcoming of civilizational barriers
in Europe where the young generation may play a decisive role.
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I trust that the present Summit will multiply international
solidarity and common responsibility for all children in need of
assistance. An important role in the financing of such assistance
could be played by the schemes of what is Known as the Debt
Relief for Child Development. I believe that the problem must be
solved in a manner which will satisfy all the parties concerned.
It is of not only an economic, but also moral significance, as in
many countries, including Poland, the repayment of foreign debt
is aone at the expense of the living standard of large numbers of
families and their children.

The Polish Government is profoundly appreciative of the
multifaceted efforts on the part of numerous governmental and
nongovernmental organizations, above all UNICEF. which make
better conditions of survival and development possible for mil-
lions of children around the world.

To support UNICEF in its efforts, the Government of Poland
has resolved to increase the Polish contribution to the budget of
that organization.

Allow me to assure all the participants in this Conference,
that Poland, a country with an ample record of commitment to the
cause of children, shall fully endorse the Declaration and the
Plan of Action to be adopted by the present Summit Meeting.
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WENSAGEM

O apelo em boa hora langado, em Novembro de 1989, por

urn grupo de seis prestigiados Chefes de Estado ou de Governo

para a real i zagao de uma "Cimei ra Mund ial sob re as Cr iangas"

corresponde a tomada de consciSncia de urn dos mais lancinantes

problemas com que se defronta a Comun idade \ nternacional nos

nossos d i as.

£, com efei to, urn dos ma iores paradoxos do nosso tempo,

quando a cidncia e a tecnica nos facultam tlo surpreendentes

progressos no aproveitamento dos recursos humanos e materiais,

que mi I hoes de cr iangas cont i nuem a ser vTt imas dos f lagelos

da subnutr igao, da doenga, do trabalho infant iI ou do narco-

-trafico, privadas dos meios mais elementares nos domtnios

da habitagao, da educagao e dos cuidados basicos de saude.

Num momento em que o fim da "guerra fria" permite libertar

tao vastos recursos para as tarefas urgentes do

desenvolvimento, ha pois que conjugar todos os esforgos para

que, atraves de um programs mundial em beneflcio das criangas,

elas deixem de perpetuar os estigmas da pobreza de uma geragao
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para a seguinte e sejam, pelo contrario, a reserva de esperanga

de uma humanidade mais feliz e mais justa.

Portugal, que acaba de rat i f icar a recente Convenglo

sob re os Di rei tos da Crianga, sauda esta Cimei ra Mundial e

congratula-se com os esforcos empreendidos pelo Secretar io-

-Geral das Nagoes Un idas e pel a UNICEF para levar a cabo um

piano de sensibiIizagao da opinilo publica e dos dirigentes

do mundo inteiro, com tao vasto alcance e perspectivas.

Imposs i biIi tado, i nfeli zmente, de part icipar nesse

importante encontro, desejo exprimir, em nome do Povo PortuguSs

e em meu nome pessoa I , a ma is v i va so I i dar i edade com os seus

nobres objectivos e os votos sinceros de maior §xito em prof

do bem-estar das criangas e do seu futuro.

/

&u^
Mar to Soares

Presidente da Republica Portuguesa
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MESSAGE

The timely appeal, launched in November of 1989 by a group of

six prestigious Heads of State or Government for a "World Summit

for Children" brings with it the recognition of one of the most

serious problems faced by the International Community in our time.

Indeed it is one of the greatest paradoxes of our days, that,

at a time when science and technology are yielding amazing progress

in the use of human resources and materials, millions of children

continue to be the victims of the scourge of malnutrition,

diseases, child labor and the traffic in narcotics, deprived from

the most fundamental necessities such as housing, education and

basic health care.

At a moment when the end of the cold war is freeing such vast

resources for urgent tasks of development, it behoves us all to

strive, by means of a worldwide program for the benefit of

children, to liberate these children from the perpetual stigma of



poverty that passes from one generation, and transform them instead

into a well-spring of hope for a happier and more just humankind.

Portugal, which has just ratified the recent Convention on the

Rights of the Child, welcomes this World Summit and is gratified by

the efforts of the Secretary General of the United Nations and of

UNICEF in carrying out a plan to increase awareness of the public

and of world leaders on these matters, with far-reaching effects

and perspectives.

•» Unfortunately -unable; to participate in this important meeting,

I wish to express, on behalf of the Portuguese people and on my own

behalf, our ardent solidarity with its noble objectives and the

sincere wishes for a successful summit for the welfare of children

and their future.

Mario Soares

President of the Portuguese Republic
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Korea has long been a strong proponent of children's causes.
Even In the darkest days of colonial rule dating back to early
1920•s, our ancestors had the foresight and vision to proclaim one
day in Hay as the Children's Day which is still observed by the
entire Korean nation every year.

Our commitment to the principle of first call for children is
well epitomized by our Children's Charter which was promulgated in
as early as 1957 and revised recently. The Charter provides, among
other things, that children should be respected as independent
persons who are entitled to due attention and care in every aspect
of their lives.

Such early realization of the children's rights and well-being
grew out of our historic experience of hardship and sufferings.

Our recent history has been -, marked fay decades-long
colonization, fttn'dl0fc\j>«L">*i*? O f M unprecedented scale, recovery
from a war-torn society, and then a rise to a stable and prosperous
democracy.

The three-year long Korean War, beginning just after our
independence, left countless numbers of Korean children homeless,
orphaned, disabled, starved, and plagued. Children were in refugee
camps all around the country. Saving the children from the scourge
of war naturally became one of our primary objectives.

The period of our rapid economic development since the war has
also been a period of our experimentation with a wide range of new
issues relating to the children's well-being. Initially, we could
only focus on the basic human needs, such as nutrition, health,
sanitation, mortality reduction, and education. With the growth
of the economy, we could afford to devote more attention to the
quality of children's lives and their place within the framework
of social development. He have attached great importance to
education, child development, family planning, women and maternity
protection, and disadvantaged children, especially in urban areas.

Such efforts have enabled my country to achieve many important
results, ' including universal primary and middle-level education,
child immunization, and an enhanced role of women at home and in
society.



At present, my Government is focusing more on children of
vulnerable and disadvantaged groups which include urban poor, low-
income working mothers, unwed/teenage mothers, and abandoned or
neglected children, while reinforcing our support for early-
childhood development.

Though we have already attained most of the ONICEF goals for
children and development in the 1990s, we will continue to work
closely with UNXCEF and other U.N. bodies and seek their guidance,
whenever appropriate.

As part of my firm determination to endorse the World
Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children
and its Plan of Action, my special representative, Mr. Choi Ho-
Joong, Minister of Foreign Affairs, will join the signing ceremony
at the concluding session of the Summit.

Hy Government attaches particular importance to the follow-up
actions at the national and international levels. Korea's seventh
five-year plan for economic and social development will allocate
substantial resources for the veil-being <* of •'' *£hm children,
particularly in such areas as the explnsiSns %ht child care
facilities, provision of basic services to families with emphasis
on education and medical protection, prevention of child abuse and
neglect, support for working women, and maternity protection.

As I welcome the recent entry into force of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, I am very much pleased to inform you that
my Government has signed the Convention and will work for the early
ratification.

As the 1990 "s are unfolding in a positive international
climate, I trust that we leaders of the world, regardless of
individual attendance at the Summit, will remain united in securing
a better world for the children who will lead our future.

You may be assured of every support from my Government and
people in this great undertaking.

Ron Tae Woo
President
'Republic of Korea
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Address of H.E. Mr. Ion Iliescu

President of Romania

It is good omen that political leaders meet to explore

at the highest level the ways and means to ensure the survival

of children/ their protection and development. The adoption

within this framework of the Convention on the rights of the

child stands for a basic juridical and political act involv-

ing deep responsibilities for the whole international community

This moment is symbolic. Children have always been the source

of great happiness/ the very ground for the loftiest feelings/

of self-denial and respect for life/ conducive to the assertion

of human personality. The harmonious development of the -child's

personality/ ensuring a decent existence and the flourishing

of his or her individuality may occur only in a climate of

understanding and affection/ of responsibility and commitment

on behalf of the whole human community. " '

Part and parcel of human rights/ the rights of the

child become now an inalienable component of the social and

spiritual life of all nations/ an undeniable obligation of

the state. Romania solemnly voices her human concern/ her

respect and love for the younger generation/ her commitment

to provide for children a dignified existence/ a complete

development and an education matching the age we live through/

with freedom/ democracy and progress.

Unfortunately/ children are still the victims of the
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adults inability to cope with their griefs and vicissitudes/

and the suffering of children is one of the most heart break-

ing and overwhelming for the whole of mankind. This suffering

should be done away with for ever, and as soon as possible.

The future of those called to take over the destinies of

human culture and civilization depends on our providing for

their needs today.

Children had suffered in our country. A tragic heritage

of the totalitarian regime was the legacy of orphaned and

handicapped children. We want to overcome this situation as

rapidly as possible. It is a prevailing concern for the

whole Romanian society. Significant support has been granted

in this field by many governments, international organizations/

private groups and individuals. We wish to extend to all of

them our deepest gratitude and assure them that their

compassion will be engraved for ever in the memory of hte

Romanian people.

We are confident that it is through a close'co-operation

among governments/ organizations and individuals that the

welfare of the child will improve throughout the world.

On behalf of the Romanian people, I pledge our

co-operation in fully accomplishing these lofty goals. We

will meet the world's demands for a just-/ more humane future

for our children.

September 25/ 1990
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MESSAGE.DE SON EXCELLENCE LE GENERAL-MAJOR HABYARIMANA JUVENAL,
PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE RWANDAISE,
AU SOMMET MONDIAL POUR L'ENFANCE.

La Republique Rwandaise se rejouit
de la tenue du premier Sommet Mondial des Chefs d'Etat et de
Gouvernement, consacre aux problemes de I1Enfant. Au Rwanda, dans la
philosophie de developpement et d'essence vitale qui nous fait vivre et
esperer, I1Enfant, notre raison d'etre, occupe, comme c'est le oas dans
la philosophie bantoue, une place centrale.

La promotion de 1' Enfant est done
un »»»* Elle a quelque chose a voir avec la mise en place d'une
medecine de base, avec la protection de la mere et 1'emancipation de la
femme, avec la securite economique, avec le planning familial, avec
l'acces a ces services essentiels que sont l'eau, la sante,
1'education, un abri • convenable, avec une autosuffisance alimentaire
bien comprise et -avec la defense de tous les droits reconnus a
I1Enfant.

Dans le cadre de la protection et
de la promotion de 1»Enfant, le Gouvernement rwandais a adopte des
politiques et des strategies convenues aux riiveaux international et
regional comme la Declaration d'Alma-Ata sur les soins de sante
primaires <1978), le Scenario en 3 phases pour la mise en oeuvre des
soins de sante primaires de Lusaka (1985), I1Initiative de Bamako
(1978), la Declaration de Dakar sur 1'elimination du tetanos neo-natal
en Afrique subsaharienne (1988). La ratification rapide, par le
Rwanda, de la Convention relative aux drcits de 1 \Enf*"\ J * ™ 1 ^ *
egalement 1'importance que le Gouvernement rwandais attache aux
problemes de 1'Enfant.

Parallelement a l'execution de oes
politiques et strategies internationales et regionales, le Gouvernement
rwandais a mis en oeuvre des programmes nationaux specifiques qui ont
p̂ rmis de realiser des progres en matiere de °™™^™n!auJit
d'accouchement supervise, de lutte centre les maladies diarrheiques et
la malnutrition, de vaccination et de regulation de la fecondite.

Ces realisations portent notamment
sur la mise en place d'un reseau de services nutritio«n.l. inures
dans les formations sanitaires, la promotion de la or?1

1.s8?n« .«"
Enfants de 0 a 5 ans, la mise en place d'un systeme d l i n f « » * ^ ° n

sanitaire, le renforcement des programmes de ««*«*J?? " ' ^ i ^ * ™ 1 ^
et le programme de mobilisation sociale en vue de 1 implicatio . de la
population rwandaise a la recherche des solutions aux problemes
alimentaires et nutritionnels.

En faisant une evaluation globale
des realisations inscrites a l'aotif du Gouvernement rwandais dans le
cadre de la protection et du developpement de 1'Enfant ™ a n f " " ' ^ o *
lieu de relever que le chemin parcouru en vue d'ameliorer la situation
des Enfants, en particulier en matiere de sante, - ^ ^ ^ 1 0 ' ^ ^ "
1•amelioration de l'acces aux services de sante et des indieateurs de
•an" ainsi qu•une transition radicaXe du tableau des causes de
mortalite de l'enfance dans notre pays.



Les maladies telles que la rougeole
et la coqueluche pour lesquelles le Rwanda payait regulierement un
lourd tribut ont ete ramenees a des niveaux de controle acceptables,
toutes proportions gardees. La mobilisation dynamique de la population
a graduel lenient mene celle-ci a adopter ces attitudes et des
coroporteraents positifs dans son auto-prise en charge en matiere de
sante, mobilisation qui s'est revelee particulierement effective dans
les programmes de vaccination, d'hygiene, de prise en charge de la
grossesse et qui a deja commence a porter des fruits visibles dans nos
programmes de regulation des naissances et, dans une moindre mesure, de
lutte contre le Sida.

Malgre les efforts indeniables du
Gouvernement rwandais, appuyes par la Communaute Internationale, et les
succes veritables jusqu'a present remportes, la situation du Rwanda, en
-matiere de promotion de 1'Enfant, reste precaire.

Elle reste precaire,
essentiellement, parce que la pression qu'exerce la densite
demographique - plus de 1.000 habitants parfois par Km2! - sur nos
ressources agricoles, risque, les ale&s clinatiques aidant, de nous
pousser, malgre tous les efforts entrepris, de plus en plus, vers une
situation alimentaire deficitaire permanente, ce qui ne peut
qu*affectuer en premier lieu la sante de nos Enfants.

Elle reste precaire aussi, puisque
le Rwanda, et avec lui la grande majorite des pays africains, ne peut
que subir 1'incidence proprement deliquescente de cette realite
econouique deprimante qui est la notre, de cette succession sans arret
de crises, les unes plus exceptionnelles que les autres, qui nous
enlevent, en un tournemain, jusqu'aux trois quarts de nos recettes
d'exportation, done de nos ressources qui devraient nous permettre de
planifier notre developpement.

Elle reste precaire enfin, parce
que les standards de sante sont encore faibles, la. morbidite et la
mortalite infantile encore elevees, le paludisme, les maladies des
voies respiratoires encore determinants dans les cas de deces des
Enfants et des Meres. Par ailleurs, 1'horrible f leau du 20eme siecle
qu 'est le Sida commence a poser de verita.bles. ppoblemes dont les
ramifications sociales et economiques sont incalculables. A cet egard,
les donnees recentes revelent une incidence et une prevalence elevees
chez les parents donnant naissance a des enfants qui seront
seropositifs, sideens et orphelins.

La Republique Rwandaise s'engage,
dans le cadre de 1'applicat ion du plan d'action adopte par le Somraet
Mondial pour 1'Enfance et de la convention relative aux droits de
1'Enfant, a faire de son mieux pour proteger et promouvoir le bien-etre
de 1'Enfant. Les pays amis et organismes internationaux sont appeles a
contribuer davantage a cet effort et trouveront toujours au Rwanda un
cadre de franche collaboration.
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MR. CHAIRMAN, HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT, MR. SECRETARY-
GENERAL, PARTICIPANTS:

MY COUNTRY ST. KITTS AND NEVIS BECAME INDEPENDENT ON 19TH
SEPTEMBER, 1983, AND JOINED THE UNITED NATIONS ON 23RD
SEPTEMBER, 1983, AS ONE OF ITS SMALLEST MEMBERS.

THE FEDERATION OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS IS 118 SQUARE MILES IN
SIZE. OUR LAST CENSUS IN 1980 DISCLOSED THAT 42 PERCENT OF OUR
CITIZENS ARE BELOW THE AGE OF 20 YEARS AND ARE ACCORDINGLY
CLASSIFIED AS YOUNG PERSONS. MY GOVERNMENT?" PLACES THE HIGHEST
PRIORITY ON ENSURING THE WELFARE OF OUR YOUNG CITIZENS.
ACCORDINGLY, WE WERE PLEASED TO SIGN AND RATIFY THE CONVENTION
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD AS RECOGNIZING SOtfE OF THE SAME
AIMS, ASPIRATIONS AND OBJECTIVES WHICH WE HAVE SECURED FOR OUR
YOUNG CITIZENS.

i • .

TWO AREAS OF OUR PROGRAMME MERIT SPECIAL CONSIDERATION,
NAMELY, EDUCATION AND HEALTH IN SO FAR AS THEY RELATE TO THE
CHILD. OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM REQUIRES EVERY CHILD TO PURSUE
THE PRESCRIBED COURSE OF EDUCATION UNTIL AGE SIXTEEN AND
TRAINING OFFICERS ENCOURAGE PARENTS AND CHILDREN TO TAKE FULL
ADVANTAGE OF THIS EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY."THE SCHOOL SYSTEM
RANGES FROM PRE-SCHOOL HOME BASED CHILD CARE PROGRAMMES LINKED
TO THE GOVERNMENT DAY CARE NETWORK, THROUGH PRIMARY, SECONDARY
AND TERTIARY (UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE). WE REVISED THE TRADITIONAL
SYSTEM OF EDUCATION TO INCLUDE FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO PURSUE
THEIR TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN SUCH AREAS AS METALWQRK, HOTEL
MANAGEMENT, SECRETARIAL, BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL TRAINING
SKILLS. OF COURSE WE ARE SEEKING TO KEEP PACE WITH MODERN
TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT INTRODUCING COMPUTER AND OTHER
RELATED STUDIES. ;• "

OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM ALSO CATERS FOR THOSE CHILDREN WHO FROM
BIRTH OR THROUGH MISADVENTURE ARE UNABLE TO PHYSICALLY OR
MENTALLY FUNCTION AS FULLY AS OTHER CHILDREN- THE GOVERNMENT
CONSIDERS IT TO BE ITS RESPONSIBILITY AND OBLIGATION TO TREAT
SUCH DISABLED CHILDREN IN AS NORMAL A WAY AS POSSIBLE AND TO
PROVIDE SPECIAL SERVICES TO MEET THEIR REQUIREMENTS AND TO
ENABLE THEM TO BENEFIT FROM THE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN
AS FULL A WAY AS POSSIBLE.

RELEVANT INSTITUTIONS INCLUDE THE SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF ON ST.
KITTS AND THE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND ON NEVIS. VOLUNTARY
ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE SOCIETY FOR THE DISABLED AND THE
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THIS
EFFORT, WHICH REQUIRES CONSTANT SUPPORT FROM LOCAL AND
INTERNATIONAL SOURCES.

/THE CHILD
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THE CHILD, AS A HUMAN INDIVIDUAL, IS VIEWED AS A MEMBER OF A
FAMILY. THROUGH OUR YOUTH AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT MY
GOVERNMENT SEEKS TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES
THROUGH ENFORCEMENT ORDERS FOR PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE BY
FATHERS, COUNSELING ETHER AT SCHOOL OR OTHERWISE BY
WELFARE OFFICERS AND OTHER TRAINED PERSONS TO ASSIST CHILDREN
WHO MAY EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTY IN LEARNING AS A RESULT OF
UNFAVOURABLE CONDITIONS AT HOME. MANY OF OUR CIVIC ORGANI-
ZATIONS SUCH AS THE ROTARY CLUB, THE LIONS AND THE LIONESSES
CLUB ALSO PROVIDE VOLUNTARY HELP IN THESE ACTIVITIES. THE
YOUTH AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT ALSO ORGANIZES
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES THROUGH THE SCHOOLS AND OTHER YOUTH
GROUPS. WE HAVE AN ONGOING PROGRAMME TO PROVIDE RECREATIONAL
FACILITIES - BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL, NETBALL AND TENNIS
COURTS, AND FOOTBALL AND CRICKET FIELDS IN EVERY VILLAGE AND
SCHOOL SO THAT SPORT ACTIVITIES MAY TAKE PLACE AND THEREBY
PROMOTE PHYSICALLY HEALTHY PERSONS AND ENGENDER IMPORTANT
QUALITIES OF SPORTMANSHIP, DISCIPLINE, TEAM SPIRIT WHICH
WILL MAKE THE CHILD A MORE RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN UPON MATURITY.
IN ADDITION, A PROGRAMME OF COACHING HAS BEEN PROVIDED AND WE
ARE CONSTANTLY EXPANDING THIS ASSISTANCE IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE.
WE SEE COACHING AS NOT ONLY IMPARTING AND.P£V?LOPING PHYSICAL
SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES, BUT AS PROVIDING ^N EXCELLENT
OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNSELLING AND DEVELOPING OF MORAL VALUES AND
SOCIAL VIRTUES.

HEALTH ALSO ENJOYS PRIORITY STATUS IN OUR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.
WE HAVE A PRIMARY HEALTH CARE PROGRAMME WHICH AIMS TO PROVIDE
HEALTH FOR ALL BY THE YEAR 2000. THIS PROGRAtME-WHICH IS
ADMINISTERED BY OUR VILLAGE HEALTH NURSES AND DISTRICT MEDICAL
OFFICERS HAS ACHIEVED REMARKABLE SUCCESS ENABLING WS TO
PROUDLY RECORD ONE OF THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF FULL: IMMUNIZATION
IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. We PROVIDE FREE MEDICAL AND DENTAL
CARE TO ALL CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE AND THIS EXTENDS TO ANY
PERIOD OF HOSPITALIZATION OR SURGERY UNDERTAKEN THEREIN. PRE
AND POST NATAL CARE IS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE AS THE HEALTH
AND WELFARE OF THE CHILD AND THE MOTHER MUST BE ACCORDED THE
HIGHEST PRIORITY.

THE POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES PRESENTLY BEING PURSUED BY MY
GOVERNMENT AND ENSHRINED IN OUR CONSTITUTION AND OTHER LAWS
MEET THE REQUIREMENTS ENUNCIATED IN THE CONVENTION ON THE
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD. WE BELIEVE THAT THESE POLICIES AND
PROGRAMMES PROVIDE IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION,
AND WE COMMEND THEM TO NATIONS, MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS,
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER RELEVANT
ORGANIZATIONS FOR FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT. WE PLEDGE
TO CONTINUE TO ENSURE THAT THE RIGHTS OF EVERY CHILD ARE
SAFEGUARDED AND ENHANCED IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE AND WE TAKE
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO URGE EVERY NATION OF THE WORLD TO MAKE THE
WORLD A BETTER PLACE FOR EVERY CHILD OF THE UNIVERSE.
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So of tan, both Governments and international organisations

concentrate on what we regard as the large issues of life -

disarmament, development, the environment. However, without our

children to inherit this earth all of our activities are but wasted

time. Thus for our children!s sake we must do everything we can to

ensure that they not only survive but prosper so that the heritage

we are working to make worthwhile HAS inheritors who «re able to

utilize and enjoy it*

It is ironic that so much time and anergy, as well as many

billions of dollars, are spent by individuals and Governments

intent on enlarging their sphere in the world in terms of riches,

power and territory. In contrast, pitifully small sums are

expended on the needs of children * the money expended on education,

in most countries is a disgrace when compared to the funds

chanelled into other sectors, especially the military; Pre- and

Post-natal health-care and general -child welfare are sadly

neglected fields inadequately supported by government funding; and,

saddest reflection of all, the majority of the world's refugee

population is composed of children - displaced, abandoned, the only

survivors of their family - derelicts before their time. Who among

us can forget the photograph of a Cambodian refugee child, seeming

to emcompass in her great dark eyes all the sorrow of the ages at

a world gone mad.

Children in developed countries have their own set of

problems. The world has not yet caught up with the reality of



raising a child in a two-career family or a single-parent

household; it is difficult when the breadwinners are working to

meet the needs of a young family. Too often parent, are forced by

circumstance to leave children very much to their own devices.

"Latch-key kids", preyed on by drug pushers, deprived of a strong

family unit, insufficiently grounded in ethics. If we wait until

our children axe of university age to teach principles we have

waited to late.

It is definitely time to re-order our priorities - to put the

well being of the world's children, and therefore the world's

future, before all else. Now is the time to turn from the insanity

of war and weaponry to the fulfilment of the promise of the human

race. This Summit gives us an opportunity to do just that - and I

urge leaders of all States to re-commit themselves to the

objectives of this Summit and the principles contained in the

Convention on the Rights of the Child-
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HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT MOUSSA TRAORE
HIS EXCELLENCY PRIME MINISTER BRIAN MULRONEY

THE CO-CHAIRMEN OF THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

IT GIVES ME PLEASURE TO CONVEY TO YOU AND THE HEADS OF STATES
AND GOVERNMENTS, WHO EXTENDED THE INVITATION FOR THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR
CHILDREN,AND TO HEADS OF STATES AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES WHO ARE PARTI-
CIPATING IN THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENCE. MY BEST GREETINGS AND WISHES FOR
SUCCESS AND SATISFACTORY RESULTS FOR THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE NOBLE OBJECTIVES
WHICH YOU ARE STRIVING FOR.

I WAS HOPING TO BE WITH YOU, BUT THE CURRENT EMERGENCY AND
DANGEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE GULF REGION PREVENTED ME FROM ATTENDING.
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH THROUGH INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY, WE HOPE WILL
RETURN TO ITS NORMAL STATE, END THE IRAQI INVASION OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT
AND LEGITIMACY RETURNS TO BROTHER KUWAIT, AND THE RULE OF LAW GOVERNS RELA-
TIONS BETWEEN STATES AND PEOPLES. THE PROTECTION OF A CHILD UNTIL IT ATTAINS
MATURITY IS A VITAL MATTER ENJOINED BY OUR DIVINE RELIGION, DICTATED BY OUR
HUMAN COMMITMENT, GOVERNED BY OUR HUMAN NATURE, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH AND
STRENGTHENED BY BUILDING A VIRTUOUS SOCIETY THAT PRESERVES IT AND ITS RIGHTS
UNTIL IT BECOMES AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF SOCIETY; THE SOCIETY WHICH MUST BE
PROTECTED BY LAW, MORALITY AND OBLIGATIONS COMPATIBLE WITH IT SO THAT THE
PROTECTION OF THE CHILD WILL HAVE A DEEPER MEANING AND LONG-TERM OBJECTIVE
IN ITS LIFE. STRIVING TO ESTABLISH AN INTERNATIONAL iCGHMUNITY WHICH RESPECTS
THESE VALUES AND ADHERE TO THESE NORMS AND RIGHTS IS A DUTY IMPOSED ON US
BY OUR RELIGIOUS OBLIGATION AND HUMAN COMMITMENT, AND THE RIGHTS OF OUR
PEOPLES OVER US. THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA HAS MADE VERY GREAT STRIDES IN
THE FIELDS OF CHILD CARE WHICH HAVE ACHIEVED AN ADVANCED STAGE RELATIVE TO
WHAT HUMAN SOCIETY HAS ACHIEVED IN THIS FIELD UNTIL NOW. WE ARE PLEASED TO
STRENGTHEN OUR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THIS FIELD.

I GREET YOU AGAIN AND WISH YOU SUCCESS.

10 RABIA AL-AWAL 1411
29 SEPTEMBER 1990

THE CUSTODIAN OF THE TWO HOLY MOSQUES
FAHD BIN ABDUL AZIZ AL SAUD

KING OF SAUDI ARABIA
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MESSAGE DE SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR ABDOU DIOUF,

PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU SENEGAL. AU SOMMET MONDIAL POUR LfENFANT.

LE SAMEDI 29 SEPTEMBRE 1990

Je voudrals tout dUbord saluer lUvenement qui nous reunit aujourd'hui
autour d'une cause aussi noble que la promotion du bien-etre de 1'Enfant.

II me plait ensuite de rendre hommage a ceux qui ont eu I'heureuse ̂
initiative de provoquer cette rencontre comme a ceux qui ont permis sa tenue, qu il
s'agisse des Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvernement ou des responsables d1Organisations
Internationales. Parmi ces responsables, je d&ernerai une mention speciale au
Secretariat general de 1'ONU et au Directeur gene'ral de l'UNICEF.

Je suis heureux de m'associer a ce Sommet mondial pour les Enfants,
en raison du culte que la civilisation senegalaise voue a 1'Enfant. C'etait aussi
un devoir pour moi, au regard de notre Constitution qui, en son titre II, fait
obligation a l'Etat de respecter et de prote*ger la personne humaine, consideree
comme sacre'e, et de preter une attention particuliere i la jeunesse.

De fait, l'homme a toujours ete au coeur de la politique du Senegal,
comme agent et destinataire du developpement. Son epaneuissement a done §te\
tout naturellement, la premiere de nos priorites, dans tous nos plans et projets.
Et la situation de notre pays, en proie encore aux contraintes du sous-developpement,
nous conduit a faire de la sante' et education pour tous un objectif fondamental.
Sante' et Education pour tous mais I commencer par lf enfant qui est plus expose aux
conseVences de la maladie et de l'ignorance. S'agissant de la sante pour tous les
enfants, ce sont nos programmes elargis de vaccination qui rendent mieux compte des
efforts que nous avons faits dans ce domalne.

Selon la derniere evaluation de l'UNICEt, 70X Ses enfants en moyenne,
ont ete vaccines sur lfensemble du territoire national et il est fort possible que
d'ici la fin de l'annee 1990 nous arrivions a une couverture vaccinale totale-

Dans le cadre des programmes pour.ameiiorer la sante' des enfants, ̂
e'est la lutte contre les maladies diarrheiques qui a connu le plus grand succes,
a travers la rihydratation par voie orale (RVO) que no«^»opulations ont maintenant
tres bien assimilee.

Certes ces resultats sont significatifs et encourageants malgre le
taux d'accroissement fileve' de la population par rapport au taux de croissance
economique. II reste cependant que nous sommes en face dNine problematique qu il
.faut cerner dans sa globalite. Voila1 pourquoi nous avons mis sur pied une
politique basee sur:

T la sante de la mere et de I1Enfant;
- la promotion des femmes et des jeunes;
- I1Urbanisation et 1'amenagement du territoire.

Je suis sur que notre vision est largement partage'e dans les autres
pays en developpement et qu'elle retiendra toute I1attention du Sommet. Mon
optimisme est d'autant plus fonde' que nos partenaires du Nord ici representes
soutiennent notre politique ainsI concue.
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II en est de meme de nos efforts en matiere d'e'aucation. Notre
politique dans ce secteur, nous 1'avons congue a partir de notre situation de
pays en developpement. Aussi, avons-nous commence'par chercher a^venir a bout
de I'analphabetisme. Le combat que nous avons engage' dans cette direction nous
a perrais d'atteindre, aujourd'hui, un taux de scolarisation de 56Z. Nos ambitions
sont naturellement plus eleve'es car c'est 1'universalite' que nous visons. Pour
y arriver, nous nous emploierons a porter Xe taux actuel a 65Z au terme des cinq
prochaines atmees. Un tel objectif est a notre portee. II faut cependant
signaler que la recession Sconomique nous a contraints a adopter des programmes
d'ajustement structurel. Visant d'abord I'assainissement des finances publiques
qui est un prealable au redressement economique de nos pays, la mise en oeuvre
de ces programmes a souvent entraine* une reduction des budgets destines a des
projets sociaux. C'est ge'neralement le cas pour Xe budget de l'e'ducatlon.

Cette situation ne favorise ni I1 access du grand nombre a l'ecole
ni I1adaptation de celle-ci a nos besoins et a nos realites. Elle ne permet pas,
non plus, a ceux qui sont formes de contribuer, a travers l'exercice d'un emploi,
a I1oeuvre de construction nationale.

Je voudrais done saisir I1occasion de ce Sommet pour lancer un appel
en faveur d'un surcroit de solidarite en vue d'empecher qu'll en soit ainsi. La
solution a mettre en oeuvre devrait etre globale; elle pourrait consister a
lmaginer d'autres cre'neaux de financement exceptionnel, y compris dans les secteurs
sociaux qui ne sont pas lamediatement productifs. Mais enralsondu poids de la
dette. Le cas particulier du Senegal donne la mesure de la gravite de la situation
En effet, voila un pays qui a besoin de 141 495 739 dollars des Etats-Unis
d'Amerique pour financer son plan quinquennal pour 1'enfance sals dont l'encours
de la dette est estlme', au 30 juin 1990, a 679 353 333 dollars des Etats-Unis
d-Vtaerique. Peut-il payer ce montant et poursuivre, *n peae temps ses efforts
"en vue d'ameliorer le sort des enfants par I1application effective de la Convention
relative aux Droits de I1 Enfant ? Je suis sur que vous re'pondez comme moi nega-
tivement a cette question.

La demarche dont je viens de faire e'tat pourrait revitlr la forme
d'une reconversion de la dette ou celle d'un rachat, selon la convenance des
cre'anciers, avec une clause limitant 1'utilisation des fonds ainsi d/gages au seul
financement de programmes en faveur de 1'enfance, etant entendu qu'il appartiendra
aux gouvernements des pays beneficiaires de definlr les programmes.

Son impact positif sur notre avenir commun me semble justifier les
sacrifices- qu'elle entraine pour certains.

Pour terminer, je re'affirme tout l'espoir que le Senegal place dans
ce Sommet. Je souhaite que ses conclusions solent marquees par le sens de la
sclidarit* que nous par tag eons et qui nous reunit, aujourd'hui, enjeette enceinte
plus que symbolique. Sachez qu'en ce qui nous concerne nous ne menagerons pas nos
efforts en vue de la mise en oeuvre de ces conclusions.

Abdou DIOUF



World Summit for Children
Contribution of Mr. Abdou Diouf, President of Senegal

I would first of all like to praise the event which has brought us all together here today for such a noble
cause as child's welfare promotion.

I would then like to pay a tribute to those who have taken the happy initiative of making this Summit
happen, and to those who have allowed it to happen, be they heads of state and governments or international
organizations1 officials. Among those officials, I will award a special distinction to the Secretary General
of the United Nations Organization and to the Director-General of UNICEF.

Today's Summit dearly illustrated our awareness of the co-relation between our common future and the
adequate responsibility of the problems of the child, of whom we so rightly say mat he is man's father and
the architect of the future. Moreover, mis Summit will be the Opportunity for us to find the ways and means
to turn our common consciousness into concrete actions.

I am happy to take part in all mis, because of the cult mat our civilisation, the Senegalese civilisation,
dedicates to the child. But, it was also a duty for me, from me point of view of our constitution which, in
its title No. II, requires the Government to respect and protect the humani>eing who is considered as sacred
and to pay particular attention to the Youth.

Besides, since its independence, Senegal has never departed from mis prescription of its fundamental
law which prolongs its cultural tradition.

In net, man has always been in the core of Senegal's politics, at being an agency and beneficiary of
development. His opening up has therefore naturally been, the first of our priorities, in all our plans and
projects. The situation of our country which is suffering from the under development's constraints, leads us
to consider the problem of health and education for all as a vital objective.

Health and Education for all starting with the child who is more exposed to the consequences of illness
and ignorance. As regard health for all the children, our Vaccination Ifrcfcortcd Programmes, show better
the efforts that have been made in this field. -

According to UNICEFs last evaluation, 70 per cent of children on average, have been vaccinated on
the total of national territory, and very possibly, by the end of the year 1990, we shall reach a total
vaccination coverage. • "

In the framework of the programmes for the improvement of children's health, h is the fight against
diarrhoeal diseases which has encountered the biggest success, through oral rehydration (OR) which our
populations have nowadays very well TfimilnfH

Last but not least, I will report that infant mortality has significantly decreased in Senegal during the past
decade. TTius, in the 1960*s its rate was of 313% for the children less man five years old whereas 1988
statistics indicate for the same category: 136% in urban areas and 249% in rural areas. But as significant
as they may be, these results will remain flimsy as long as we will not master our demographic problems.
We must particularly act on the population annual growth rate, estimated today at 2.7% which is already high
compared with the economic growth rate (4%) and if nothing is done the rate will remain the same since the
fertility rate for women old enough to procreate is also increasing (7.2% in 1989 against 6.6% in 1986).



In reality, we ate feeing a problem which we must take into account in a comprehensive way. That is
the reason why we have set up a policy based on :

- Mother and Child Health
- Women and Youth Promotion
- Urbanization and national and regional development

I rest assured oat our vision of things is widely shared by the other developing countries and mat it will
hold the Summit's attention. My optimism is all the more justified mat our Northern partners represented
here support our so conceived policy. It is the same for our efforts concerning Education.

As regard our policy in this sector, we have equally based our actions on our situation as a developing
country. This, we have first started by trying to eradicate illiteracy. The fight that we have involved
ourselves in, in this direction has allowed as to reach today a literacy rate of 56%. Our ambitions are
naturally higher because we are aiming at universality.. To reach our goals, we shall make our utmost to
bring today's rate up to 65% for the end of the next five years. Such an objective is within our reach. We
must nevertheless indicate mat economic recession has forced us to adopt stractural adjustinent pcogrammes.
Aiming fim at the rehabilitation of public finance which is a prerequisite to putting right the economy of our
countries, the implementation of these programmes has often led to a reduction of the budget allocated to
social projects. It is generally the case for the Education budget.

This situation does not fevor neither the access of the great number of children into the schooling
system, nor the adaptation of the latter to our needs and realities. It does not allow either, those who have
been trained to contribute, through employment to the national construction works. Needless to say that the
perpetuation of this situation, will, in the eyes of our populations, takeawayfee sense of me existence of an
educational system, and worse, would compromise the efficiency of the measures taken by the United
Nations' agreement on Child's rights, document which has raised so SWCIL justified hopes.

This is a very real risk in most of me developing countries. In this inter-dependent world, one must fear
that if this happened, its consequences would ignore frontiers. I would, thus, like to take the opportunity of
this Summit to call for mote solidarity in order to avoid such «n event The solutkm to be implemented must
be global; it could CTnifr* fn imagining fttfiw «ttM of exceptional financing, including in social sectors which
are not jf«™~w»iy productive. But, because of the weight of the external debt of countries concerned, the
more rational way to help them out of mis vicious circle is which they are locked up, would be the total or
partial cancellation of the very debt. The parttailw case of Senegal shows die extent of the seriousness of
me situation. In feet, Senegal needs 141,495,739 US dollars. Can it pay back this amount and still carry
on with its efforts to improve child's fete ? I rest assured that you will give a negative answer to this
question, like I do. The procedure which I have just stated above could take the form of a reconversion of
the debt or that of a buying up, to the creditors' preference, with a clause limiting the use of funds thus
released to the sole rt—imiMg of children's programmes, it being agreed that it will be the governments of
beneficiary countries' duty to define programmes.

Its positive impact on our common future seems to me to justify the sacrifices it drags along for some.

To conclude, I would like to reassert all the hope mat Senegal sets on this Summit. I wish these
submissions to be marked by the sense of solidarity mat we share and which unites us today, in this more
than symbolic place. I would like you to know that we will do our utmost to implement these submissions.
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MESSAGE OF MR. FRANCE ALBERT RENE. PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF

This first ever World Summit for Children gives us the excellent

opportunity to turn back and see what the leaders of the world had

accomplished to promote the welfare of our children and what should

be done to give them a brighter future.

To get an idea of what has actually been done for our children

worldwide, we simply have to refer to the figures released by the

Summit organizers. He cannot be rejoiced when we learn that 15

million children under 5 years die each year; 40% of children

under 5 in the third world suffer from malnutrition; 100 million

children of schooling age are not getting any education; and our

children are usually the primary victims of armed conflicts and

other forms of violence. In the true sense, little has been done

by the World Community "to save succeeding generations from the

scourge of war" which is enacted in the preamble of the United

Nations Charter. And yet, these children are supposed to be the

leaders of tomorrow. -

I will fall in my duty if I do not mention the achievements made by

Seychelles for the welfare of our children over the past decade or

so. Since 1979, the International Tear of the Child, the 1st of

June has been declared a national day for children, in compliance

with the wishes of the United Nations.

I



The year after, the National Council of Children was formed to

oversee the general welfare of all children. A Children's Fund was

set up to finance the many expenses related to children, mils Fund

derives Its resources from an Indirect tax levied on every bottle

of beer sold to the public.

Free Education is provided for all children from the age of five.

Health care is also provided free. There is a program to build

creches in all districts of the country with the help of foreign

aid donors.
• •- • . ••:. ' ; ; C ' i i u f c &•-

In fact, the child of Seychelles is a privileged citizen and he

learns to grow up in this privileged position. And these efforts

are achieved with a mifrfmnm amount of public funds.

. . . ' • „ • . . • $ . * • ' • - . . . . . .

Hay I take this opportunity to extend my wishes and luck to the
participants at -tills World Summit. '

2.
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LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN

Message from the President of the Republic of Sierra Leone
H.E. Major-General Dr. Joseph Saidu Momoh

It is with a great sense of duty and awe that I undertake to send this
message on behalf of the government and people of the Republic of Sierra
Leone, to all the World's Children. It is a simple message of acknowledgment
of our responsibility, as leaders, for the safeguard and enhancement of the
development of all children so that they attain their full potential as
responsible citizens of the world.

Effective discharge of this responsibility requires a rich perspective
of the circumstances of children everywhere in the world, and a public
commitment at the highest politicial level to the realization of a universally
acceptable standard of well-being for all children.

By organizing the children's summit, the United Nations Children's
Fund (UNICEF) has provided us the facility to acquire valuable knowledge, and
access to the most powerful forum ever, to address the problems of children.

I am proud to be part of this historic effort whose ultimate goal
should be the creation of a better world by ensuring, through the realization
of the ideals of the summit, the absence of absolute deprivation and the
enhancement of a higher level of universal understanding and acceptance of our
diverse cultures, which collectively provide a source of enrichment and
stability for human society.

No matter how well-intentioned and diligent, world leaders can not by
themselves alone insure total success of this sacred mission. You the
children also have a crucial role to play if only by choging to be averse to
negative, and receptive to positive, societal influences.

He the national leaders should make it easier for you to make these
choices by striving with sincerity to reach the goals of the declaration we
adopt at this summit.



SPAIN



SRI LANKA



My No, ESC

P&ftUftflt Of Sri Lanka

28 September 1990

Your Excellency,

It gives me great pleaiure to send this message of
congratulatloni and good wishes on the occasion of the inauguration of
the World Summit for Children.

The idea to.convene a World Summit for Children Is indeed
unique and deserve! Universal commendation. X congratulate the Heads
of State/Government of Canada, Egypt, Mall, Mexico, Pakistan and
Sweden for their Initiative ;4n falling Jorj tn , International Summit
Meeting devoted to the cause of the world's children. I wish to
convey my appreciation to the United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF) for iti supportive and sustaining 'role that has contributed in
no small measure to the materialisation of the Summit.

Sri Lanka is a- nation of 16.5 million, of whom a third are
children under 14 years. My Government attaches great importance to
children's welfare and development. We in Sri Lanka firmly believe
that our children form the back-bone of our nation. Proper health
care, education, welfare and development of children, therefore, are
important facets of my Government'I domestic policies. The
Institutional machinery has been created to serve the interests of
children in these areas, almost entirely funded by the State*

The basic problems of malnutrition among children is being
addressed by a national Poverty Alleviation ^.frogramme known as
"Janaseviya". This Is a new concept which is telng implemented as an
income-cum-consumptlon-cum- investment programme aid designed to
strengthen our nation's human resource base* Quid Immunisation, free
mid-day meals for school children, free distribution of special child
nutrient "Triposha", the Sevana Serena Foster Parent 5cheme and child
sponsorship are some of the welfare schemes implemented by my
Government to ensure our children's welfare.

I am particularly happy to state that as a result of the
Implementation of these welfare measures, Sri Lanka today has one of
the lowest infant mortality rates In the world, what was 29.5 per
thousand children in 1981 has today declined to an appreciable 24.07
per thousand. We consider this an achievement for a country of our
size and resources.

-/2
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We are to the process of establishing a ̂ Children's Charter in
conformity with the national and international legislation on children.
In the field of international cooperation In children's welfare, my
Government has already tlgned the International Convention on the
Rights of the Child early this year. W« expect to ratify this
Convention very shortly.

1 look forward with pleasure to welcoming aU new initiatives
that would be taken by the international community and cooperating
with them for their realisation as a mean* of ensuring the greatest good
for tht greatest number of children' the world over.

I wish the World Summit for "Children and the World
Children's Day activities every success*

Yours ttocanly

His Excellency Javier Pert* de QwOar
Secretary-General
United Nations
New York.

(Fax: (212) 326-7758)
•wft
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SUDAN'S "LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN" MESSAGE

Tour Excellencies The Beads of State and Government participating in the World
Summit on Children»

Peace be with you,

The Summit for Children is a unique historical opportunity which allows* us
to express the capacity to give a human dimension to the future of our planet»
particularly our children; the voice of tomorrow. Indeed, what we do for them
today will shape that tomorrow.

We owe a special thanks for the six Heads of States and Governments who took
the intltlative of suggesting this meeting, for UNICZF for nurturing the idea, and
for the Secretary General of the United Nations who has issued the invitation for
It.

I would like to seize this occasion to review the situation of children in .
our country, Sudan, explain what we are trying to achieve for our children, and
what we hope for in the near future, in cooperation with the international community.

The Revolution of National Salvation Inherited a situation characterised by
severe deterioration In all aspects of life, particularly in areas related to children,
We inherited insurgency, war, drought, desertification, a structurally deficient
economy and deteriorated services; and reflecting the challenges of underdevelopment,
which many Third World countries share with us, in addition to the world political
and economic situation. All of these factors reflect on our children where the
under five mortality rate remains high (140, per 1000), despite the sincere effort
to reduce it. At the same time, malnutrition rates are high, and educational
opportunities are available for just over 50Z of our children of school age. Clean
water is a problem in a number of our regions and many children live in difficult
circumstances, caused by displacement due to natural calamities, war and vagrancy
while the number of refugees hosted by our country is on the increase.

This situation presents Sudan and the international community with a major
challenge. We are confident that the international cooperation, which we are
meeting to commit ourselves to, will help us to respond to this challenge,
especially as there are signs of a new drought in the northern part of our country,
which has made us request the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organizations (FAO)
to study the present food situation in our country, and assess the gap that needs to
be covered in cooperation with the international community.

In all cases, we in Sudan are committed to the cause of Child First and, for
that reason, we seek peace in our country, together with economic reform and updating

2/...
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economic and social development plans, to arrest deterioration and open new horizons,
particularly to strengthen services for children.

In close cooperation with UNICEF, and other UN Specialized Organisations, we have
supported national efforts to realize the global goals of Child Survival, Protection
and Development. These include our Primary Health Care Programme, which we have
accelerated to increase the percentage of immunized children from about 432 at the end
of 1989 to what is projected at present to be 64Z this year, which we hope to lift
further to 80Z by the end of 1990.

Despite difficulties, other programmes are also making significant strides, in the
areas of Control of Diarrhoeal Diseases,Acute Respiratory Infections, reduction of
Maternal Mortality, expansion of Safe Water Services and Health Education in close
cooperation between the Ministries of Health and Information. We are also committed to
the goal of Education for All by the year 2000, agreed to in Thailand.

To enhance our planning efforts in the above sectors, Sudan convened a national
symposium on the "Sudanese Child: the present and the future". This meeting reviewed
the situation of children in all areas, identified positive and negative factors, and
recommended specific actions, which were immediately implemented by the government.

Thus, it has been decided that a National Child Council will be established to
follow-up the recommendation of the symposium. Existing laws will be harmonized with
the International Convention on Child Rights, which Sudan has ratified. The Council
will also design a National Human Development Plan to enhance services for children,
and draft a charter for the Rights of the Sudanese Child, on the basis of International
Convention, the Charter of Arab Child Rights and the draft charter of African Child
rights.

I look forward to the results of this Summit to enhance international cooperation
for a happy, safe childhood and a prosperous human future.

May our children remain First forever.

Lt. General Omer Hassan El Bashir
Chairman, Command Council Revolution of National

Salvation and Prime Minister of
Sudan.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAME, H.E.

RAMSEWAK SHANKAR, ON THE OCCASION OF THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

The World Summit for Children has furnished a useful opportunity to
highlight the specific problems and needs of children, who have,
until now not received sufficient attention from the world community.

As for the Republic of Suriname, the present social and economic
conditions have a negative impact on the efforts of the Government
to adequately deal with the economic and social development of the
population in general, and specifically of the children. Despite
these constraints, my Government is - within the limits of its poten-
tialities and in close co-operation with private organizations imple-
menting national programmes aimed at the protection and development
of children. In this context we would like to elaborate on some of
these national programmes.

CHILD HEALTH
The Surinamese health care system is structured according to the
principles agreed upon in the Declaration of Alma Ata of 1978, in
which Primary Health Care is identified as the key-component of
health policy.
One of the mayor elements of our Primary Health Care is Mother and
Child Health.
My Government is implementing i.a. the following health programmes on
behalf of children:
- National schoolchild-programme, aimed at children between 6 - 1 2
years old and with the emphasis on medical examination and immuni-
zation;

- Under-fives clinics for the target-group 0.- 5 years, providing
them health services such as periodic medical and developmental exa-
minations, immunizations, nutrition advices, general health educa-
tion advices (coverage: 6000 children per year);

- National Immunization Programme, which has as its objective the im-
munization against Diphteria, Pertussis, Tetanus and Poliomvelit
of at least 90% of the children before their first year;

- National Diarrhoeal Diseases Programme with the objective to decrease
mortality and morbidity among the under-fives.

EDUCATION
It is our Government's main interest that the entire education system
should contribute to the preparation of all citizens for an optimum
functioning in society.

WATER AND SANITATION
One of the priorities of our policy is water supply and sanitation.
Our Government aims at contributing as much as possible to achieve the
objective of potable.water supply to one hundred percent of the popu-
lation.

. ' 2
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The improvements achieved during the International Drinking Water
Supply and Sanitation Decade (1981 - 1990) are as follows:

- Urban water coverage increased from 85% to 95% during the decade.
Because of the national economic situation, maintaining the level
of service has been a problem, since new production facilities
could not be developed;

- Rural water coverage increased from 55% to 90% during the decade.
In spite of economic constraints, six new systems were built-

SOCIAL WELFARE

The Social Welfare policy of the Government of Suriname is mainly
aimed at promoting a well-balanced and harmonious growth and deve-
lopment of minors toward social independence and integration.
In this regard high priority is attached to early childhood develop-
ment. In 1986 a project on Early Childhood and Development was •
launched with the aim to develop a strategy for the protection and
guidance of children from 0 - 5 years.

My Government is convinced that much more could have been realized
on behalf of the children's protection and well-being in Suriname.
The diminishing financial resources however, have been a main obsta-
cle to the full implementation of the Government's strategies. Thus,
many problems affecting children in Suriname, still need to be
addressed which makes it the more necessary to continue all efforts
beyond the World Summit.

Although this World Summit undoubtedly will contribute to awakening
the awareness in the international community for problems concerning
children, and will lead to the mobilization of efforts nationally as
well as internationally, it will be necessary to overcome the present
economic stagnation of the developing countries in order to attain its
objectives.

The Surinamese Government really hopes that rthis World Summit will
provide further impetus for creating substantial international support
for the developing countries, in order to enable them to affectively
promote children's protection, their survival and development.

Paramaribo, 29 September 1990

The President of the Republic qST Suriname

H.E. RaAsew^fr-SHMtKAR
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—— PRIME MINISTER _ _
JE, September 26, 1990

World Summit: for Children

A Swedish Perspective on Responsibilities and
Opportunities for Children's Survival and
Development.

There are no children who are "yours" and "ours".
Children are the future of our common world. It is a
joint responsibility within and among nations to
safeguard them.

In Sweden, it took us time to reach our current infant
mortality rate. This rate is now, together with
Finland's, the lowest in the world. In the beginning of
this century we had rates equalling those of present
developing countries, we built our work on the
principles of equality and solidarity, we had a sound
foundation in our long-time literacy work and
administrative systems permeating every parish and a
forward-looking labour movement. And we built our
country in peace. ' --

We were determined not to overlook, in the course of
long-term planning, those who would once implement the
plans. It would not have been possible without politics
ensuring devoted involvement of all sectors of society;
health, education, social welfare, housing,
communications, labour market, non-governmental
organisations, popular movements, enterprises and
research.

It is not possible without the active involvement of
people, men and women, especially women. And what has
once been gained must continuously be safeguarded in
solidarity. The responsibility for a child lies with
the family, but with the government assisting families
to shoulder that responsibility.

It has' not been easy nor simple, nor is there any
chance that the achievements reached will last unless
we set our minds to it.

Prime Minister's Office Tinpwoni * • » • ^
S-10333 STOCKHOLM 09-7631000 17820 premier S
Sweden (468)7631000



Children have now got their own legal instrument to
protect their interests, in the United Rations
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention
encompasses children in both developing and developed
countries. It urges all nations to see to the best
interest of the child on all levels. Sweden and a
number of other states have ratified the Convention.
I look forward to all other countries doing the same.

In international development co-operation Sweden
emphasizes human resources development. We have not
separated children as a specific group to be reached.
Children are, during an important period in their life,
members of societies with which we co-operate for
development. Their uniqueness is their vulnerability
and dependence on one hand, and their role in shaping
and building the society of tomorrow.

They are vulnerable in regions where armed conflicts,
racism, anarthaid and foreign occupation mark their
lives, mutilate them, traumatize them, separate them
from their family and home.

With gains in the process of disarmament, and conflicts
solved in negotiations, political decisions on the
utilization of the peace-dividend must focus on
investments in the future. . •-.

I hope to see this evolve in a process of
peace-building.

Children are vulnerable in the silent emergency of
poverty. Resource-allocations to development within
countries as well as internationally can and must
increase for children.

*£.
ngvar Carlsson
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Message du President de la Confederation Suisse i Toccasion du Sonnet

•ondial pour les enfants

L*enfant est Tavenir de Thuwnitft, 11 en est en ntae temps 1'element le

plus fragile : deux raisons fondaaentales pour qut tout so1t entrepris afin

de proteger et de favoriser son epanouissement.

La Suisse se f e l l d t e de ce que le Sonet mondial pour les enfants pernette

une Mobilisation de toute la conwinaute Internationale dans ce but, et

partage entiftrement les objectifs contenus dans la Declaration et le Plan

d'action, Une haute priorite y est ft juste t i t r e accordee a la protection

des enfants. De nombreuses souffrances d'enfants, absoiument inacceptables,

ne sont pas le rfsultat de la f a t a l i t e , « 1 s du coaportewent huuin.

Beaucoup trop d1enfants encore enfernes dans des canps ou des prisons, sont

Tobjet dc violence, parfois de torture, ou sont retenus COHM otages. I I ne

faudrait pas oubHer non plus tous ceux qui sont contraints, par les

circonstances econoaiques et sociaits, ft effectuer des travaux accoapHs

noraalenent par des adultes. Leurs droits do!vent etre proteges partout. La

protection des enfants dolt aussi rtcevoir une priorite absolue dans le cas

de confUts armis. Dans ce sens, la rat i f icat ion et la aise en oeuvre de la

Convention des droits de I1enfant par toute la coanunaute Internationale

signifierait un pas important. •. .

De gros efforts out et* fa i ts ces trente demiftres annees pour aaeiiorer le

sort des enfants ft travers le aonde. Des resultats notables ont ete obtenus

dans de nonbreux pays. I I n'en deneure pas wins qu'un tr*s grand nonbre

d'enfants, tris souvent avec leur »ere t continue de souffrir de fa1«, de

Malnutrition, de «aladies transaissibles evitables et dc aortalitft precoce.

Beaucoup reste done I f a i re . Les docuaents du Somet indiquent bien les

voles a suivre par la coaMinaute Internationale, et cela dans une strategic

multisectorielle coherente et bien integree.
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line juste Importance y est attaches au r&le de la faoriile ainsi qu'i la
sante et ft 1'education des mires, de n t e qu'i la lutte contre la fain et la
Malnutrition, 4 Vacces aux services de sante priaaire et i l'eau potable.
Bins* qu'i I1education de base pour tous, gargons et f i l les .

La real1sation de ces object!fs deaandera un effort considerable de
l'enseable de la comunaute Internationale. La Suisse est prete i assuner
pleineaent sa part dans cette tiche crudale. Elie contribuera i la a1se en
oeuvre du Plan d'action par des activites propres, par le soutien a des
programnes specifiques d(organisations non-gouvernementaies ainsi que par
une participation active & la cooperation au developpement Multilaterale.
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MESSAGE '
FROM

H.EO GENERAL CHATICHAI CHOONHAVAN
PRIME MINISTER OF THAILAND

TO THE WORLD SUWIT FOR CHILDREN
29 - 30 SEPTEMBER 1990, NEW YORK

As nations open their doors to peace and human freedom,
mankind is faced with a new challenge--that of how to together ensure
a better future for all. And, indeed, our nations1 common future will
depend on how well'we prepare our children td meet the challenges of
tomorrow*

The 1990s will therefore be characterized by increased
international concern for the welfare of the child. The World Summit
for Children is a clear manifestation of this. Indeed, it is the
first forum of its kind that accords leaders of nations the opportunity
to focus their attention exclusively upon the well-being of our children.
It is also the first ever Summit that brings together Heads of State
and Heads of Government from all four corners of the world,,

/ The World
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The World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children, which will be adopted during the Summit, is a
clear expression of our commitment to protect and promote a better quality
of life for the following generations- On behalf of the Royal Thai
Government, I should like therefore to pledge our full support for this
Declaration, as well as for the Plan of Action, which will hopefully
address all the concerns now before us.

As we enter the 1990s, remember that our prosperity can only
be ensured if pur children are well cared for and protected against neglect,
exploitation and abuse. Certainly, our children deserve nothing less.

General

(Chatichai Chbonhavan)
Prime Minister of Thailand
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MESSAGE DE LA DELEGATION TOGOLAISE Atf SOMMET

MONDIAL DES CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE GOUVERNEMENT

p 0 U R LES ENFANTS

La presence du TOGO a cet important Sommet Mondial est

un te'atoignage de I1 importance qu'il accorde aux Enfants dans

sa politique de developpement et de sa volonte* de s*engager it

oeuvrer pour leur bien-Stre.

Depuis plus de deux de'cennies, la politique du Gouverne-

ment Togolais a accorde un rang de priorite* e'leve' au bien-e"tre

des enfants du milieu tant urbain que rural.

Ainsi d'importants sacrifices ont e"te" consentis dans les

domaines de la Sente", de l'Education, de l'Alphabe'tisation, de

l'acces a l'Eau, de 1'assainissement, de 1'Autosuffisance alimen-

taire, de la protection sociale et juridique, ainsi que dans ceux

de 1 * amelioration du role de la femme, de la mere de famille la

premiere dducatrice de l'Enfant, et de l'e'galite* des chances et

des droits aux garcons et aux filles.

Des prix decernes par la Communaute Internationale et les

felicitations sont venus recompenser certains de ces efforts.

Nous voudrions citer ici le prix de l'UNIFEM (ONU) decerne au

TOGO en 1987, pour sa politique d'integration des femmes au de-

veloppement. - * f •' •

Trois prix ont recompense les efforts du Gouvernement en

mat iere d'alphabetisation et d'education des adultes.

En 1989, ses efforts en matiere de l'espacement des nais-

sances ont. ete recompenses par le Prix des Nations Unies pour

la population.

II a recu des felicitations et des encouragements pour

sa politique d'autosuffisance alimentaire et pour son programme

elargi de vaccination, considere comme 1'un des plus reussis.

Le Togo a ete parmi les tous premiers a ratifier la re-

cente Convention des Nations .Unies sur les Droits de l'Enfant.

Nous esperons que ce merveilleux instrument qui fait honneur

a la Communaute Internationale, servira de tremplin a tous ceux

qui oeuvrent avec foi pour assurer aux enfants du monde entier,

le droit d'aborder le prochain millenaire dans la dignite et la

Paix.



Four la de'cennie qui commence, le Gouvernement du Togo

poursuivra sa politique sociale en faveur de la mere et de 1*en-

fant, et de la famille en ge'ne'ral. Cellule de base de la Socie'te'

milieu privile'gie' d'^panouissement de 1* enfant, la famille devra

davantage prendre conscience de l'importance de son rSle dans l'a-

venir de l'Enfant. II lui appartiendra de'sormais de lutter pour

sa cone's ion et de veiller a ce que les valeurs morales positives

de nos cultures a savoir : la tolerance, la ge'nerosite', le par-

don, 1'acceptation du prochain, etc...toutes des valeurs garantes

de la paix soient sauvegarde'es face aux agressions cuiturelles.

Depuis plus de deux d£cennies, le Togo vit dans la Paix,

et souhaite a tous les Enfants du Monde Entier, un avenir de Paix,

de Securite et de Justice.

L'un des moyens pour y parvenir sera'.l.'.introduction de :

1'Education pour la Paix dans les Ecoles en vue d'anener des

le bas Sge, les enfants a mieux comprendre et a e"viter les causes

de la guerre, a cultiver en eux les vertus de la tolerance et de

la comprehension mutuelle,

Dans la.neme optique, il est important de faire diminuer

puis de supprimer les jouets de guerre qui, bien qu*inoffensifs,

laissent dans le subconscient innocent des enfants des tendances

belliqueuses et des reactions de violences.

Le TOGO souhaite vivement que ces propositions soient

prises en consideration dans les conclusions du Sommet et que

tout soit mis en oeuvre en vue de leur traduction dans les faits.
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MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE A.N.R. ROBINSON. PRIME MINISTER
OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO ON THE WORLD SUMMIT

FOR CHILDREN. NEW YORK - SEPTEMBER 29-30. 1990

On behalf of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and

on my own behalf, I wish to express sincere appreciation to the

Governments of Canada, Egypt, Mali, Mexico, Pakistan and Sweden for

their vision and humanitarian concern in proposing this important

initiative to focus increased attention at the highest political

level on the concerns and well-being of children. I also wish to

congratulate the Executive Director of UNICEF for the important

preparatory work which UNICEF undertook to make this Summit a

reality.

Trinidad and Tobago, a country with a predominantly

young population, is committed to the goals and strategies

emphasized by the Summit for ensuring the healthy physical and

mental development of children as key elements in the socio-economic

advancement of developing countries.

My Government will diligently pursue the strategies laid

down in the Plan of Action for the period 1990-2000 in order to

fulfil its commitment to children in the coming years and to ensure

them a brighter future and a better world.

*********
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S£*£at*r 29 Septerrber 1990

Children are the common heritage of mankind. Each society sees in
>

its children its own hopes, dreams and aspirations for the future.

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder of the Turkish Republic, said, "the

members of our younger generation constitute indeed the highlights of

the assurance for our future. All my hopes reside in our youth."

The true measure of a society's greatness is what it does to

nurture its children, for they are the world's most innocent citizens,

looking to us for comfort, protection and love.

But too often we fail them. . . •

At a time that should be the most Joyous of their life, millions of

the world's children know only poverty. Days they should spend

exploring the wonders of hfe they instead spend hungry, desperate for

food just to see them through another day.

Children are society's most sacred trust. Should we fail them, then

we shall surely fail ourselves for they are our future.

The health, happiness and well-being of the world's children must

be our goal. Guaranteeing these rights for our children must be our

priority.
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This is especially important to developing nations for no society

can develop, either politically, economically or socially, if the children

are left behind.

As a recipient of the first annual Child Survival Country

Recognition Award, Turkey's efforts on behalf of its children have been

acknowledged internationally. Those efforts are embodied in a nationwide

program to immunize our children against measles, polio, tetanus,

whooping cough and diphtheria, to provide pre-natal care, and education

in nutrition and family planning.

Each year since the founding of our republic, the Turkish people

have set aside April 23 as Children's Day. On this day we give thanks

for the gift of our children. It is the day for reaffirming the sacred

bond that links our present and future generations.

We must never forget that our children are, literally, the promise

of a better tomorrow. As we grow to maturity, and assume the

responsibilities of adulthood, all of us become burdened by problems

that seem to have no solution, by challenges that seem insurmountable.

But our children permit us to hope that one day those problems will be

solved and those challenges met.

Turgut $ZAL
President of the Republic of Turkey



UGANDA



h—,.4.?? beh,al£ of the Government and people of nqanda I
heartily welcome the World Summit for Children, as a delated
landmark, representing a commitment at the highest level to
the survival and welfare of the moat vulnerable sector of

°2r^°Cinty» L^st month' we "Messed, the entry into forcl
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child It is the
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worst hit victims of the effects of armed conflict! civil
strife and massive military expenditure. <-aa*J-^, civil

located in Afrie»
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1950s. Sub-Saharan Africa, with one-tenth of the world's
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of 8? ̂ T\d °5 f i c i a l l v recognized refugee, and 1 2 ^ i u ^ nof its displaced persons.

The system of apartheid has had a devastating impact on
2U"UCTfl5?1 and aavel°P«ent of children in South Afriel
Between 1981 and 19S5, the national infant mortality^ rate
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w 4. ?i^e chll< S r a n' Besides the traumatic impact >pf physical
brutality on the black children, structural violence
corrupts the minds of white and black childrenTalike.

In Africa, economic and technological underdevelopment,

™ZL™?*b*eaii£??-' adVerSe terms of trade oontiSTtoS S S S f ^!f a,bi\1.ty to Protect our most precious resource.
Stringent devaluation and structural adjustment measures.
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entail deep cuts in expendi ture on social services which
further imped© our efforts to alleviate the plight the
child. This situation is aggravated by the presence of
authoritarian, non-participatory styles of government.
Relevant systems of education are a vital factor in any
attempt to solve Africas problems.

Nonetheless, the continent has not been daunted in its
commitment to the protection and promotion of the rights of
the child. This commitment reached new heights last July
when African leaders adopted a Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the African Child. They also adopted resolutions
on the establishment of national structures for monitoring
its implementationr on the African Decade for Child Survival
Protection and Development, on the World Summit for
Children, and on peace for children. In 1988, the OAU
endorsed the Bamako Initiative, which aims at making public
health care, maternal and child health services, universally
accessible* .. „, ,

. • car;

On the home front, Uganda has signed and ratified the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and is in the process
of incorporating it into her Constitution. We have
established an Inter-Disciplinary Child Law Committee to
review sections of the Constitution unfavourable to
children* Within . the framework of universal child
immunisation, we have reduced the infant mortality rate from
35% in 1981, to 15% by 1989- '

Any solution to the plight of £he child must
effectively address the underlying problems faced by. our
continent. We must review the existing international
economic order address the question of 4«i>t t,.and create a
favourable atmosphere for free trade. in the context of
international cooperation, timely economic assistance should
be directed towards forward looking policies in key areas
such as education, agriculture and health* We must strive
to strengthen efforts at regional cooperation and economic
integration. The elimination of underlying causes of
instability is essential if lasting peace is to prevail.

I hope that the World Declaration on the Survival,
Protection, and Development of the child will see real
commitment to implementation, through effective
coordination, monitoring and follow-up measures, at the
national regional and international levels.
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nOCAAHHE nPE3HAEHTA CCCP
M C. TOPBAMEBA K AETJIM MHPA

Jloponie K)Hbie rpaauiaHe MHpa!

MHe npejiocraa^eHa 3aMeHaTeJibHaa BOSMCOKHOCI* cepjieHHO

npKBCTCTBOBaTb BaC.

3ra Bcrpena fecnpeuejxeHTHa He TOJII»KO CBOKM ypOBHeM. O H 3

o6pameHa B rpnnywm Bete, npoHcxojiHT Ha nepejiOMe 3nox BO BceMHpHOM

pa3BWTHM, xoraa yace caejiaHu nepBbie Kpynnue laara B HOBWH MHPOBOH

nopaaoK.
IIpejzcTOHT npeoAOJierb euxe HeMano npenxrcrBKH. BCCM npaiieTCH

noipyjumica, HTO6M H36aBHTb<s or VHacnejxoBaHHbix or npouuioro nopoKOB: or

npHBbnex BoopyxeimoH CHJIOH peiuaTb MexuiyHapoiZHue H jipynie

npoTHBopcMHH, or CKJIOHHOCTH cipowTt 6jiaronany^HC 3a cnex .npynix, or

onacHoro 3arpJDHeHHH cpeju»i, npereH3HH Ha npeBOcxojicrBO HJIH oco6we npasa

B MHPOBOM coo6meciBe H B CBoeii crpane, or pacosux, nauHOHajiHcnwccKHX,

pejinrao3Hux H HjxeononfMecxHx npcapaccy/ptOB, MaccoBoro ronona H HHiuem,

6one3HeHt HapKOMauKH H ajiKoroJira.Ma, orcranocni H HcrpaMOTHOCTH.

BaM npmniMaTt 3cra4»CTy, roroBHTbca ocoaHaHHO H oracrcTBCHHO

BCTyiTMTb B HOBblH MHp, Ha6npaTb H HeCTM aaJIbUIC 3HaHHH HWIOBCMeCTBa,

Ky^bTypy, UCHHOCTH ryMamoMa. BaM nocroraTi. Hayxy acim. B-coraaaiM, B

aTMoaJwpe B3aHMHoro -yBaHcetma, corpyiiHHHecrBa M B3aHM0n0M0iUH.

Jbmib coo6wa BO3MO5KHO nooejoiTb TpyaHocni ncpcxojaioro BPCMCHH.

HTO Taxoe cojiHiiapHOcn» H aeHCTBeHHoe coHyBcrBHe, M H CO BCCH CHJIOH

owynuiH HcaaBHO, Konia Ha Hac oopyiiuoiHCb 3CMjicTpaceHHe B APMCHHH H

MepHo6buibCKag KaTacrpo<t>a. B WHCJIC *epr« OKa3ajiHCb H aero . Mw HacpeHHC

ojiaroiiapHbi BCCM, KTO noMor HM B 6ejie. Taxoe HC 3a6uBaercsi.

jloporae peoHia!

Or sac 3aBHarr, xaKMM 6yjiCT 3aBipa. H M H , crapmee noxoncHHe,

HaaeeMOi, HTO cyabfiu MHpa ncpeaaiuiM B Haixoxiaie, ao6pbie H yMenwc

pyxw.
O T HMeHH coBeTcxoro Hapoiia xony noHce-iaTb aeraM Bcex cipaH

3AOpOBbX H CMaCTbH.



nOCAAHHE TAABAM TOCyAAPCTB H IIPABHTEABCTB -
yHACTHHKAM BCEMHPHOH BCTPEMH B HHTEPECAX

AETEH

CepsenHO npHBercTByK) nxaB rocyjiapcrB H npaBHTejibcra - ynacTHHKOB

BceMHpHOH BCTpeHH B HHTepecax neTCM.

YfexcjieH, HTO STOT yHHKa_ribHbiH (JwpyM noaiyaurr seny CUHHCHHH

MHpOBbix CHJI pan*! nynuiero Hacroxuiero- H 6yjiymero mix noKOJicHMH,

KOTOptie Hjiyr HaM Ha CMetiy, CTaHer BaxcHOH BexoH B npoxBJiemoi 3a6on>i

rocy^apcrB o cyjo>6ax 3CMHOH uHBHJiH3auHH. B yoiOBHJix HbiHeunoix

nOSHTHBHblX TeHiieHUHH B MOKflyHapOUHblX OTHOUieHHHX KOOpJZHHaiXHfl yCHJI KM

nneHOB MHpoBoro coo6mecTBa M O K C T o6ecneHHTb nonnTMHccKHe H

HpaBCTBenHbie OCHOBLI JUW oxpaHbi aeTCTBa o r BOCHHOH yrpa3bi H aerpaixauHn

cpenhi o6irraHH5if ZUIH oGecneMemuc eMy TBOpHeacoro pa3Bvmw, nojiHOueHHoro

o6pa3OBaHHfl, jiocroHHoro ypoBHn X H 3 H H .

RyMan o nyrxx CTpoirrcjibCTBa HeHacmibCTBCHHoro M 6e3taacpHoro

Mwpa, BaxcHo nosa6oTHTbOi, HTo6bi 6yjiyiiiHe xossteea iuiaHerbi c paHHHx j ier

BnHTbiBajiH Hjieajibi ryMaHH3Ma, yBa3KeHHe npaB H UCHHOCTH xaxciiOH

HCJIOBCMCCKOH JIHHHOCTH. B 3T0M Ojma H3 BaJKHeftlHHX UeJICM nepeCTpOHKH B

HaiucH crpaHe. ~- . .. -

MoKjiyHapojiHaji 3a6ora o ixerax -ffBJixcroi, Ha nam Bsmxii,

Heo6xoiiHMOH npejxnocbuiKOH coajiaHHsi iieMOKpaTHMccKoro, CBo6oimoro

MHponops^Ka Ha 3evtne. COBCTCKHH C O K B , nozuiHCbtBaH BMecre c

ysa^caeMbiMM yHacniHKaMH BCTpe«iH IleKJiapauHio H - ILiaH HCUCTBKVI,

npHHHMaeT H HaMepeH BunojiHUTb Bee oftoaTenbCTBa, BbrrexaioiUMe H3 3THX

Ba>KHWX AOKyMeHTOB.

)KejTaK) BaM ycnexa B BaineM jio6poM H ryMaHHOM HaHHHaHHM.

M. TOPBAHEB



ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT MIKHAIL GORBACHEV
TO THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD

My dear junior citizens of the world,

I have been given this wonderful opportunity to extend my heartfelt

greetings to you.

This meeting is unprecedented not only in terms of its high level. It

looks into the next century and is taking place at the dawn of a new era in

world development when the first strides have been made towards a new world

order.

Manv obstacles have vet to be overcome. All of us shall have to work

hard to get rid of the ills inherited from the past: of the habit of resolving

international and other controversies by force of arms, of the tendency to build

one's own prosperity at the expense of others, of the dangerous environmental

pollution, of claims to superiority and special rights in the world community or

one's own country, of racial nationalistic religeous and ideological prejudice,

famine and poverty, desease. drug abuse and alcoholism, backwardness and
illiteracy.

You should be ready to take over, to prepare yourselves to enter the

new world with a sense of awareness and responsibility, to enhance and pass

on humanity's knowledge, its culture and humanistic ideals. You are to learn

the skill of living in harmony, in an atmosphere of mutual respect, cooperation

and mutual assistance. ' "

We must stick together if the difficulties of this period of transition

are to be overcome. Our recent experience has vividly demonstrated what

solidarity and active sympathy can accomplish when our country was shaken

by the earthquake in Armenia and the Chernobyl disaster. Children were

among the victims, and our sincere gratitude goes to all those who have lent

them a helping hand. This is something one never forgets.

Dear kids,

What the world will be like tomorrow depends on you, and we, the

older generation, are confident that the world's destiny will rest in proper

hands, good and skillful.

On behalf of the Soviet people let me wish to the children of all

nations best of health and happiness!



MESSAGE TO THE HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT ATTENDING THE WORLD SUMMIT

FOR CHILDREN

I extend my cordial greetings to the Heads of State and Government
participating in the World Summit for Children.

It is my firm belief that this unique forum will contribute to greater
unity of world forces for the sake of a better life and a better future for
succeeding generations and will become a landmark in the efforts of states to
secure the destinies of human civilization. Today, when we witness positive
trends in international affairs, coordinated efforts of the world community can
provide a political and moral basis for protecting our children from Che threat
of war and environmental degradation as well as for ensuring their creative
development, adequate education and decent living standards.

As we reflect on the ways of building a non-violent and nuclear-free
world, it is essential to ensure that from a very young age humane ideals,
respect for the rights of the individual and the value of human life be
ingrained in the minds of those who will inherit this planet. This is one of the
major objectives of perestroika in our countiy^*" w : •

International awareness of children's needs is, in our view, a necessary
prerequisite for the establishment of a global order based on ^democracy and
freedom. By signing, along with the other distinguished participants in this
Summit, the Declaration and the Plan of Action, the Soviet Union accepts and
intends to comply with all commitments arising from these important
documents.

I wish you every success in your noble and humane endeavour.

M. GORBACHEV
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 30, 1990

To the World Summit for Children:

No moment in our lifetime has been more opportune
for a World Summit for Children. Never has our
capacity to come together appeared so great. We
come as leaders of the majority of the nations
of the globe and as representatives of the nearly
three billion children of the world. Let a new
chapter begin, a time of unity and hope tor a better
future for the world's children.

I an proud to reaffirm the commitment of the
United States of America to the survival, protec-
tion, and development of the children of the world.
And I would urge that we, as national leaders,
continue to work together to build upon the recent
unprecedented successes ve have achieved in the
areas of child health, nutrition, and education.
Through improved nutrition and safer drinking water,
millions more children will toe able to lead healthy
lives. Expanding the scope of oral rehydration
therapy will avert needless 4aaths, By vaccinating
against, containing, and eradicating infectious
disease, we can rescue thousands a day and Millions
over the years.

There is much more to be done, and w o n that we
can do together. The United States is proud of its
leadership around the vorld on behalf of children.

We must begin with parents. While science and its
application can ensure the survival of children,
their nurturing and development depend on the work
of parents. We must seek to empower parents so they
can be effective advocates and allies for their
children.



Then there is what I have spoken of as a thousand
points of light — the commitment of countless
individuals and social, cultural, and religious
organizations to the well-being of children. I
think of the commitment of charitable organizations
working around the clock to ensure child survival
and development; international private voluntary
organizations willing to provide whatever quantity
of vaccine is necessary to eradicate polio world-
wide; and dedicated individuals and religious groups
struggling to care for HIV-infected and drug-exposed
babies. The light from these individuals and
organizations brightens the future of all children.

I think also of universities #ager to put their
research efforts into fighting the .problems of
poverty, illiteracy, and disease more effectively;
of industries willing to develop products and
dedicate profits to address the problems of people
unable to obtain, needed medicines or ,vaccines for
themselves or their children; and of scientists
devoted to applying their inspiration to the
betterment of mankind.

In addition to ensuring children's survival, we must
enable every child to learn. Education has always
been the key to opening doors of opportunity. The
growth of democracy demands educated populations.
As world leaders, we must work to provide every
child with the opportunity for «n education. He
must act on the valuable work of the World
Conference on Education for All. *•

As this chapter unfolds, we as world leaders bear
the responsibility for leading our nations to ensure
the well-being of those who are least represented,
our children. In them, we invest £he sum of all our
hopes and dreams for the future.

Kay God bless them all* . > - .

Sincerely,



VENEZUELA



MENSAJE DEL PRESIDENTE DE LA REPUBUCA DE VENEZUELA,
SENOR CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ,

EN OCASION DE LA CELEBRACION DE LA
CUMBRE MUNDIAL EN FAVOR DE LA INFANCIA

(NUEVA YORK, 29 Y 30 DE SEPTIEMBRE DE 1990)

La celebracion de esta Cumbre es una expresion de la
esperanza que nos anima a todos. La comunidad international
debe empenarse en lograr que los grandes avances cientifico-
t6cnicos del siglo XX sean puestos decididamente al servicio de la
poblaci6n del future

Esta Cumbre, en la cual se congrega una numerosa y
destacada representacion del liderazgo mundial, constituye una
oportunldad unica para alcanzar un acuerdo al mSs alto nivel
polftico que otorgue la debida prioridad a las acciones
encamlnadas a garantlzar la supervivencla, protecd6n y desarrollo
de la Infancia en la d6cada de losnoventa como el fundamento vital
del desarrollo econ6mico, social y politico de las naclones. La
Declaracl6n y Plan de Acci6n qu* aprobaremos en esta Cumbre
reflejar£n nuestro compromiso, inspirado en una nueva etica
nacional e internacional.

La partlcipacidn de Venezuela en el Comite de
Planificacion de esta historica reunion prefigura el elevado interes
que nuestro pafs le otorga. Esta valoraci6n responde a la
conviccion de que el ideal de un mundo mejor, mas racionai y Justo,
solo podrfa cumplirse si logramos garantizar hoy la satisfaccion
oportuna y eficiente de las necesidades basicas de los ninos.

El Estado venezolano ha ratificado la Conversion de las
Naciones Unidas sobre los Derechos del Nino al concebirla como
un instrumento etico-juridico que servir£ como marco adecuado



para estimular la formulacion y aplicacion de polfticas nacionales
que traduzcan ios deberes de la sociedad hacia la infancia,
entendiendola como su maxima prioridad. E! Estado venezolano
manifiesta desde ya su m£s entera disposici6n a colaborar con las
actividades que adelante el Comite que en el marco de la
Convencion supervisara el cumplimSento de Ios derechds de Ios
nifios, esos derechos humanos tan impune y extensamente
violados.

El gobierno venezolano ha otorgado a la ninez un rango
de primera jerarquia en la acci6n social que yiene adelantando. En
ese orden de Ideas, para 1991 congregara en una Conferencia
Nacional sobre Ios Derechos de la Infancia a Ios mas
representativos sectores del pais para que, conjuntamente con Ios
organismos del Estado que ti*nen lamision de adelantar su politics
social, definan Ios terminos de un compromiso en favor del
blenestar de la infancia. Ese compromiso deber£ concretarse en
acciones efectivas que, a lo largo 4© la presente d6cada, nos
permitan erradicar Ios principales problemas que aquejan a
nuestros niflos. Ello deber* *n particular, propiciar.e!surgimiento
de condiciones que puedan garantizaries en forma permanente una
nutricidn adecuada, un desarrdlo pleno de su potendal bioldglco y
el acceso a una educacion de altacalidad. £&a «duc^aci6n deberd
resppnder en forma efectiva a las exigentes demandas que las
transformactones actuates, en todos ios 6rdenes de nuestra
sociedad, habrdn de plantear en Ios pr^ximos anos a Ios ninos de
hoy- . / ^ t : - : - •* --.- ^ . <. • t . . •

Hagamos de esta Cumbre la base sobre la cual se
fundamente toda la accion social mundial del siglo XXI.



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA,
MR. CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ, ON THE OCASSION OF

THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN.

(NEW YORK, 29-30, SEPTEMBER 1990)

The holding of this Summit is a celebration of hope. The
international community must make every effort to put the great
scientific-technical advances of the 20th Century at the service of its
future populations.

This Summit that brings together an outstanding group of world
leaders, affords a unique opportunity to reach an agreement, at the
highest political level, to give due priority to all measures directed at
ensuring the survival, protection and development of children
during the decade of the nineties, as a vital and basic element for
the economic, social and political development pf all nations. The
Declaration and Plan of Action that we will approve at this Summit
will reflect our committment, inspired by a n*w national and
international code of ethics.

Venezuela's participation on the Planning Committee of this
historic meeting is proof of the high regard in which our country
holds it. This feeling is based on the conviction that our ideal for a
better, more just and more rational world can only be achieved if we
can guarantee today the timely and efficient satisfaction of the
childrens1 basic needs.

Venezuela has ratified the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child, since we consider it to be an ethical and legal
instrument that will serve as a framework to encourage the



formulation and Implementation of national policies spelling
society's duty to its children, taken as Hs highest priority. Venezuela
is entirely ready to contribute to the activities of Vib Committee that
-within the framework of the Convention- Is entrusted with
supervising the full respect for the rights of children, those human
rights that have been so often violated with impunity.

The government of Venezuela has granted a high level of
importance to its children in the social policies that it has adopted.
In this context, it will convene a Nattoriil wt f i fenoe on the Rights
of Children in 1991, that will gather the most representative sectors
of the country which, together with toe State •jjencies responsible
for the advancement of social policies, wRI'mflne the terms of a
committment to ensure the well-being of children. This
committment must be accompanied by effective measures that will
enable us, through-out this decade, to eradicate the main problems
that affect our children/In particular IlitfiftiTd promote the
establishment of adequate conditions to ensure permanently their
proper nutrition, the full development of their biological potential,
and their access to a high quality education. This education should
respond, effectively, to the challenges that the transformations
occuring at all levels of our society will Impose on today's children
in the coming years. '-'

Let this summit be the foundation for all the social actions
undertaken by the world in the 21st century.



VIETNAM
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THE RIGHT HONfBLE BRIAN MULRONEY,
PRIME MINISTER OF CANANA,

H.E. MOUSSA TRAORE,
PRESIDENT, REPBULIC OF MALI

EXCELLENCIES,

THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WELCOMES THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

IN NEW YORK FROM 29 TO 30 SEPT. 1990.

THE SUMMIT IS A MANIFESTATION OF THE DEEP CONCERN OF THE INTERNATIONAL

COMMUNITY FOR WORLD CHIDREN. IT WILL HELP PROPEL ENDEAVOURS FOR A BETTER

FUTURE OF CHILDREN IN OUR PLANET.

THE PROTECTION AND EDUCATION OF CHILDREN HAS BEEN A PRIME CONCERN OF OUR

STATE. ON 1 MARCH 1990, VIETNAM RATIFIED THE CONVETION ON THE RIGHTS OF

THE CHILD.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM REAFFIRMS ITS COMMITMENT

TO THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN AND UNDERTAKES

TO IMPLEMENT THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD.

MAY THE SUMMIT END IN SUCCESS.

PLEASE ACCEPT, EXCELLENCIES, THE ASSURANCES JDF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION.

DO MUOI,
CHAIRMAN, COUNCIL OF MINISTERS,
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM.



YUGOSLAVIA



P O R U K A
PREDSEDNIKA PREDSEDNISTVA SFRJ DR. BORISAVA JOVICA

SVETSKOM SAHIT0 O DECI

U danasnj em svetu medjuzavisnosti i povezanosti, nij edan
socijalni ill ekonomski problem ne moze da se posmatra niti
resava izolovano, van sireg medjunarodnog konteksta. Tako i
problem! polozaja i razvoja dece ne mogu da se resavaju bez
sagledavanja svih fa3ctora - uzroka i posledica - koji karakterisu
opstu medjunarodnu politicku i ekonomsku situaciju. Sa pozitivnim
transformacijama u medjunarodnim politickim, a delom i ekonomskim
odnosima, sticu se i objektivni uslovi za resavanje akutnih
problema svetske privrede i aedjunarodnih ekonomskih odnosa, a u
torn kontekstu i resavanje problema dece. Dve su kljucne
pretpostavke za taj razvoj: sloboda i drustveno-ekonomski razvoj
u nacionalnim i medjunarodnim okvirima. Prva pretpostavka
podrazumeva sigurnost, toleranciju i odsustvo straha, a druga,
postojanje politicke volje i materijalnih uslova za svestrani
razvoj svakog deteta.

Paradoksalno je, medjutim, da se danas kada nam tehnoloska
dostignuca stvaraju mogucnost da se obezbedi dovoljno hrane za
sve i da se rese osnovni problem! zdravstva i obrazovanja,
milioni dece pate od gladi i raznih bolesti i nemaju mogucnost da
steknu ni najnuznije obrazovanje. Neprivhatljivo i nedopustivo je
da danas desetine hiljada dece dnevno umiru u zemljama u razvoju,
samo zato sto nemaju ni najminimalnije uslove za zivot. Ovo je
utoliko teze prihvatiti kada se ima u vidu da je cena spasavanja
decijih zivota veoma mala, a mogucnosti medjunarodne zajednice da
to ucini visestruke.

Od naseg Samita se ocekuje ne samo da usvoji Deklaraciju i
Program akcije, vec prvenstveno, da svojim politickim uticajem
bude prekretnica )ca efikasnom resavanju problema dece i otvori
mogucnosti ne samo za prezivljavanje, vec i svestrani razvoj sve
dece sveta. U torn cilju Samit treba posebno da doprinese sto
temeliitijoj i obuhvatnijoj primeni Kedjunarodne konvencije o
pravima deteta, punom ostvarivanju Deklaracije o obrazovanju za
sve i Deklaracije iz Alma Ate "Zdravlje za sve do 2000. godine".

Uporedo sa pruzanj em direktne pomoci deci, medj unarodna
zajednica mora, daleko odlucnije i angazovanije da se okrene
trazenju resenja za ozbiljne ekonomske teskoce zemalja u razvoju.
Neophodno je da se ozivi rast i razvoj u tim zemljama i da se
preduzmu, u tu svrhu, odgovarajuce mere na nacionalnom i
medjunarodnom planu. Napori koje ove zemlje ulazu da se oslobode
zacaranog kruga ekonomske i socijalne krize ne mogu da dovedu do
znacajnijih rezultata ukoliko se ne preduzmu i mere za resavanje
njihovih spoljnih dugova, da im se omoguci pristup trzistima
razvijenih zemalja, da dodju do novih tehnologija i, naravno, da



se uspostavi takvo spoljno-ekonomsko okruzenje, koje ce biti u
funkciji podrske nacionalnia merama i reformama. Bez svfh ovih
mera, nema ni pravog resenja za probleme razvoja dece ovih
zemalja. Jer, pravo na razvoj ne garantuju samo pravne norme vecf
pre svega, obezbedjivanje potrebnin materijalnih uslova.

Kao predstavnik zeml j e koj a j • predsedava j uci Pokreta
nesvrstanih zemalja, zelim da istaknem da su neavrstane zemlje
•premne da ucine, i cine, sve ito je u njihovoj mogucnosti za
poboli sania nj ihovog sadasnj«g teskog polozaj a. One su to
pokazale nizom odluka i konkretnih mera koje su preduzele i
preduzimaju. -

Siguran saa da ce ovaj s3cup sviaa dati novi podstrek 6A se
ios odlucnije angazuju, kako bi se obezbedili svi uslovi za
Slobodan i svestrani razvoj dece celog sveta. U torn cilj u,
UNICEF-u, kome za svoj dosadasnj i uspesan rad odaj emo puno
priznanje, treba da pruzimo i ubuduce znatno vecu moraXnu i
•aterijalnu podrsku u njegovim plemenitim aktivnostima.

?M ̂  ?



M E S S A G E
OF DR. BORISAV JOVIC, PRESIDENT OF THE PRESIDENCY
OF THE SOCIALIST FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA,

TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

In the present-day interdependent and interrelated world not
a single social or economic problem can be viewed or resolved in
an isolated manner, outside a wider international context.
Likewise, problem related to the status and development of
children cannot be dealt with without talcing into account all
factors - both causes and effects - which characterize the
general international political and economic situation. As
positive transformations take place in international political
relations, and partly in economic relations, too, obj ective
conditions are being created for resolving the acute problems of
the world economy and international economic relations, and in
that context the problems of children as well. There are two key
prerequisites for such development: freedom and socio-economic
development at national and international levels. The first
prerequisite implies security, tolerance and a lack of fear, and
the other implies the existence of political will and material
conditions for the all-round development of every child.

However, it is paradoxical that today, when technological
achievements make it possible to provide enough food for all and
to resolve basic health and education problems, millions of
children suffer from hunger and different diseases and do not
have access even to the basics of an elementary education. The
fact that thousands and thousands of children are dying every day
in developing countries only because they do not have even a bare
minimum of living conditions is both unacceptable and
impermissible. It is even more difficult to accept this knowing
that the prices for saving children's lives is very low, while
the possibilities of the international community to do so are
manifold. ,

Our Summit is expected not only to adopt a Declaration and
Programme of Action, but primarily to be a turning point, by
exercising its political influence, in moving towards the
efficient resolving of child problems and providing scope not
only for the survival, but also the all-round development of all
children of the world. To that end the Summit should particularly
contribute to the truly thorough and comprehensive implementation
of the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
full realization of the Declaration on Education for All and the
Declaration "Health for All by the Year 2000" from Alma Ata.

Parallel to rendering direct assistance to children the
international community should start. addressing the serious
economic problems of developing countries far more resolutely and
purposefully. It is indispensable to revitalize growth and
development in these countries and to take appropriate measures



at national and international levels to that end. The efforts
that these countries are investing in order to break out of the
vicious circle of economic and social crisis cannot yield
meaningful results unless action is taken to deal with their
foreign debts, to give them access to the markets of developed
countries, to new technologies and, naturally, to set up such an
international economic environment which would be supportive of
national measures and reforms. Without all these steps there can
be no genuine solutions to the problems of child development in
these countries, for the right to development is not only
guaranteed by legal norms, but, above -all, by securing the
material conditions needed.

As' the representative of the country which is Chairman of
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries I wish to point out that
the non-aligned countries are ready to do and are doing
everything that is within their possibilities to Improve their
present difficult position. They have demonstrated this by a
series of decisions and concrete measures that they have been
taking- . ,"

I am confident that this gathering;will give everyone a new
impetus to work even more resolutely; towards creating all the
necessary conditions for the free «nd all-round development of
children world-wide. It is with that objective in min£ that we
should give UNICBF, which we pay tribute to for its successful
work to date, even greater material and moral Bupport in the
future for its noble activities*



ZAIRE



ADJJOM DD PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE DO ZAIRE, LE MARECHAL MOBUTU

5ESE SEHD, ET EN CELUI DO PEUPLE ET DO GOUVERNEMENT ZAIBOIS QOE J'AZ L'INSIGNE

HONNEUR ET LE PRIVILEGE DE REPRESENTS* ATI PRESENT SOMMET MONDIAL POUR LES ENFANTS,

IL M'EST UN AGREABLE DEVOIR DE RENDRE HOHHAGE AUX SIX CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE GOUVER.-

NEMENT DU CANADA, DE L'EGYPTE, DU KALI, DO MEXIQUE, DU PAKISTAN ET DE LA SUEDE

POUR L*INITIATIVE HEUREUSE QU'ILS ONT PRISE DE CONVOQUER POUR LA PREMIERE FOIS

USE REUNION INTERNATIONALE DES CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE GOUVERNEMENT EN VUE DE SE

PENCHER EXCLUSIVEMENT SUR LE SORT DES ENFANTS ET D1 ADOPTER EN CONSEQUENCE UN

ENGAGEMENT POLITIQUE AD PLUS HAUT NXVEAU EH LEUR FAVEUR DANS LE MONDE.

QOE LE SECRETAIRE GENERAL DE L'ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES,

SON EXCELLENCE MR. JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR, ET LE DIRECXEUR DE L'UNICEF,

MR. JiMES P. GRANT, DAIGNENT RECEVOIR L'EXPRESSION DE NOTRE PROFONDE GRATITUDE

POUR AVOIR TRADUXT EN REALITE ET EN FAIT LES VOEUX ET DESIRS DES INITIATEURS DE

CE SOKMET QUT SE TIENT DIX MOIS A PEINE APRES L'ADOPTION LE 20 SEPTEMBRE 1989

PAR L*ASSEHBLEE GKWKRAT.r. DES NATIONS UNIES DE SA RESOLUTION 44/25 PORTANT

CONVENTION RELATIVE AUX DROITS DE L*ENFANT.

LA REPUBLIQUE DU ZAIRE SOUSCRXT FLEINEMENT A TOUTES LES DISPOSITIONS

DE LA CONVENTION RELATIVE AUX DROITS DE L? ENFANT ET S* ENGAGE A PREPARER L'ENFANT

ZAIROIS A AVOIR USE VIE INDIVIDOELLE DANS LA SOCIETE ET DE L'ELEVER DANS L'ESPRIT

DES IDEAUX PROCLAMES DANS LA CHARTE DBS NATIONS UNIES ET DANS LA DECLARATION

ONIVERSELLE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME ET EN PARTICULIER DANS UN ESPRIT DE PAIX, DE

SECURITE, DE DIGNITE, DE TOLERANCE, DE LISERTE, S'EGALITE ET DE SOLIDARITE.



A CE PROPOS, ZL M PLAIT A SOULIGNER QUE LE GOOVEENEMENT DU ZAIRE TIENT

A ASSURER A CHAQUE ENFANT DU ZAIRE. QD'EN IAZSON CE SON MANQUE D£-JttlURITE PHXSIQUE

ET INTELLECTUELLE, IX N'EPARGKERA AUCUN EFFORT ET CELA, DE CONCERT AVEC L'UNICEF ET

LE CONCOURS EXTESIEUR REQUIS, FOUR GARANTIB. SA PROTECTION JtiRIDIQQE APFSOPBIEE AVANT

COMME AFRES SA NAISSANCE ET VEILLER A L'EPANOUISSEMEHT BARMWIEUX SB LA FERSONHALITE

DE CHAQOE ENFANT, LEQUEL DOIT 6RANDIR DANS LA FAMXLLE, UNITE FONDAMENTALE DE LA

S O d E T E , DANS UN CLIMAT DE BONHEUR. D'AMDUR ET DE COMPREHENSION.

J'EZFSIME LES SOUHAITS LES PLUS VIFS FOUR QUE LE PRESENT SOJttffiT FUISSE

ORIENTER HOS ACTIONS VERS L'AMELIORATION DES CONDITIONS DE VIE DES ENFANTS FAR ONE

ASSISTANCE PLUS ACCRUE DONT ILS ONT BESOIN POUR FOUVOXR JOUER FLEINEHENT LEUR ROLE

DANS LA COMMDNAUTE.

PUISSE LA FRESENTE REUNION INTERNATIONALE DES CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE

GOUVERNEHENT SCELLER LES LIENS DE COOPERATION ET DE SOLIDARITE ENTRE NOS ETATS POUR

LA REALISATION DE CES OBJECTIFS ENONCES DANS LA CONVENTION RELATIVE AUX SBOITS DE

LIENFANT.QUE LA REPUBLIQUE DU ZAIRE VIENT DE RATIFIER, EN TANT QUE REALISATION

HORMATIVE DE L'ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES DANS LE DOMAINE DES DROITS DE L'HOMME

ET ONE CONTRIBUTION POSITIVE A L'EDUCATION, A LA FROTECTION DES DROITS DE LfENFANT

ET A SON BZEN-ETRE.

NEW TOBC, LE 3 0 SEPTEHBRE 1 9 9 0 .

LE PREMIER KLNISTRE DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU ZAIRE
ET CHEF DE GOUVERNEMENT

^ i E PROFESSEint LUNDA BULULU

i

Or -



ZAMBIA



ITATI HOUSE
LUSAKA :

THf HEFOftLIC OF ZAMftIA

MESSAGE TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN,
29 - 30 SEPTEMBER. 1990 i

I feel greatly honoured to be afforded :
the opportunity to say a few words on the !
plight of the world's children. i

In the first plaoe I wish to congratulate;
the United Nations General Assembly for deciding
to hold The World Summit for Children, at which
leaders from all over the world will meet to try
and resolve some of the problems that children ,
encounter today. This is a very noble and
laudable task indeed. I also wish to congratulate
the august Assembly for adopting and ratifying \
"The Convention on the Rights of the Child". !

i
The World Summit comes at a time when many

countries, particularly those in the Third Worl,d,
are facing socio-economic problems which do not
augur well for the future of the children. In :
many parts of the world children are dying from
wars and other types of violence; they are dying
from easily preventable and curable diseases due
to lack of resources; they are the victims of j
the economic crisis and the massive debt burden
of most developing countries today. Most of our:
heavily indebted governments have had to cut
expenditure on social services in order to meet
debt service obligations. This has had a negative
impact on the health and eduoation of our children.
The situation is bound to deteriorate further as
Q rooult of th» current oil orisis whioh ha* bo#n
sparked off by the Oulf crisis.

For those of* us in Southern Afrioo, our

unforetold misery and a multitude of other
problems due to the persistence of apartheid in
South Africa. Many children are losing their
lives daily while others are losing parents in
the senseless fighting which is going on in j
black Townships in Natal and Transvaal, Further
north, many lives of children and their parents
have been lost in South Africa's wars of '
destabillsation in Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe;
and Zambia*

/•..
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Of equal concern in the holocaust that is
taking place in Liberia. The Civil War in that
country has reached uncontrollable dimensions.
It la difficult to imagine th« plight of the
thousands of children that are being left home-
less every hour of the day!

The Government of Zambia is doing its
best and will continue to search for solutions
which will bring peace to the Southern African
region as well as other parts of Africa and the
World as a whole. The future of our children
will be assured only when there is peace in the
entire globe. We in Zambia will also do our best
to fulfil the objectives of "The Convention
on the Rights of the Child".

However, national efforts alone cannot
suffice to resolve the many problems of human
survival and security which we faoe. We appeal
to Uift international oommunity to help to *av«
the children in Africa and the Third World as a
whole. There is urgent need to bring a quick ;
end to apartheid in South Africa* Apartheid has
murdered millions of children and their parents'
in Southern Africa. Apartheid can only crumble:
by intensifying international sanctions* We j
appeal to Western Governments to put the same i
emphasis on sanctions against South AfrjoA a« tjiey
have done in the current Gulf crisis.

The International oommunity must act quickly
to bring a speedy end to the war in Liberia in
order to save the innocent lives, young and old:,
that are being lost everyday.

We implore the international community to!
seek peaceful solutions to end the crisis in the
Gulf. Any attempt to solve the conflict by force
would result In the loss of innocent lives far
beyond the borders of Kuwait and Iraq. This
would be contrary to the noble objectives of the
World Summit for Children,

Kenneth David Kaunda
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

STATE HOUSE
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29th September, 1990

I, President R.G. Mugabe of the Republic of
Zirrbabwe in Southern Africa welcoires the holding of this
historic world surnrit for children and endorses the urgent
need for a "First Coll For Children", after a clear analysis
of the causes of deaths, ill-health, poverty and
under-developnrent in children.

The global levels of children's deaths are
unacceptably too high and yet could be reduced through
preventive rreasures. There is therefore need to irrprove
child health through irnrunisatlon, -health education,
nutrition and provision of clean vwater and sanitation
and education to irothers, thus reducing infant rrortallty
rates and infant rrorbidity.

I now call upon rry colleagues, other Heads of
State/Govenwent, to conririt ourselves to:

a) achieve total universal irrnrunization coverage;

b) reduction of deaths due to diarrhoea and acute
respiratory infection;

c) irake health care services available to all through
the primary health care strategy;

d) ensure food self-sufficiency, especially at house
hold level, to ensure good nutrition for both the
irother and child;

e) achieve universal access to safe drinking water and
sanitary (reans of excreta disposal;

f) achieve universal pre-school and prirrary education,
and adult literacy with special eirphasis on worren;

.../2
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f) achieve universal pre-school and. prirrary education,
and adult literacy with special errphasis on women;

g) urge industrialized nations to reduce expenditure
on armaments and rechnnnel the resources to child
related prograirrres in the developing countries;

h) call on the developed countries to give debt relief
to the developing countries and at the same tirre
to create a favourable international trade environment
for raw materials, facilitate the transfer of
appropriate technology and reverse the trend of net
transfer of resources from developing countries to
developed countries;

i) eliminate the suffering of children under especially
difficult circumstances, for exanrple children who
are victims of apartheid and its distructive
consequences in Southern Africa, foreign occupation
and war;

j) institute and implement legislation to enforce the
UN convention of the rights of the child.

Through these measures there can only be o dramatic
change in the lives of all children, thereby safeguarding
the prospects of a bright and secure future.

I call upon you children of the world to be our
partners in securing a better world through discpline,
refraining from drugs and drug trafficking, alcohol abuse
and applying yourselves dilligently in cultural,
educational, social and other developmental activities,

R.G. Mugabe
pppcTnFWT nF THE REPUBLIC OF ZIMBABWE
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