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UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

On the occasion of the opening of the Summit Meeting of
the World's Political Leadership for Children, it is with great
joy that I would like to express my best congratulations and
best wishes to you, Excellency, and to the leadership of this
prestigicus international gathering. I wish you every success
in this lofty endeavor.

The Summit for Children takes place at a time when
spectacular positive changes have taken place in the world
toward understanding and cooperation, particularly betweem the
two big powers. The cold war has subsided, regiomnal conflicts
are being resolved through negotiations and great improvements_
have been realized in East-West relations in the interest of
international peace and detent. Considefah;e progréss have
been made in the disarmament;broéess. nﬁd at tﬂéasame time, the
fruitful efforts by the UNICEF for 1mproving the life of world's
chlldren, partlcularly in the developing countrles, is a great
source of hope.

The Republic of Afghanistan believes that in many countries,
efforts for the well-being of children require iﬁternational
action for solving economic problems. Present levels of socio-
economic development is obviously not enough and there are many

difficulties that must be removed. What is required is commitment



to real growth. In this regard, it is necessary that industrialized
countries reconsider aid to the developing countries and their
trade and financial relations with them.

The Republic of Afghanistan have mobilized its limited
resources to the elimination of the needs of the Afghan people
wvho have suffered vast material and moral losses as a result
of the decade-long imposed war. Children and mothers are a
special target of this programme.

I am firmly confident that this ;g‘af.pgri_.pg which is aimed at
relating human goals to the process of developments, will play
an important role in this critical juncture. The participation
of the high level delegation pf the n?publig‘ o_f. Afghfn:.st.an
in this gathering testifies to the great importance that our
country attaches to the conditions of children in the contemporary
world. The decision to sign the Convguntiqx; on Children's Rights
is another testimony to this fact. = = .

Availing of this opportunity, I vish you, ‘Bxc_el_lengy, a
every success in the work of this ﬁrestigioﬁ# smit.

k'a
NAJIBULLAH
.~ President . of the -
Republic of Afghanistan

Kabul - 27 September 1990
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MESSA_CE OF GREETINGS
TO THE
WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN .
BY
RAMIZ ALIA

President of the Presidium of People's

Assembly of the PSR of ALBANIA

Albania conveys its sincere greetings to the World Summit for Children,the
future of mankind. This Summit is a clear indication of our good will to help improve
their situation. |

In recent decades,the situation of children has changed in a number of‘cdun-
tries; conspicious achievements have been attained in disease prevention,reduction of
the iiliteracy rate,improv}efnent of their nutrition,schooling,etc. Each and everybody
rejoices over the reduction of infantile mortality rate and the increase in the childrent's
life span. This is confirmatioﬁ' of what mankind'c'ai‘n"db "'tbday‘.' At fhe sal;ne t'ime.how-
ever, we are witnesses of horrible facts and grave situations which constitute a major
concern and which derive from sharp disparities and contrasts between the industria-
lized countries and the developing countries. The chiidren do not enjoy the fruits of
the technological revolution everywhere. Indeed,not infrequently we are faced with a
polarisation among children of different strata of the population, and a good part of
them live close to abundancy but in poverty.

Bitter as it is, however, we have to admit that in many countries the
children - the nursary of humanity, are faced almost every minute with poverty,degra-
dation of natural and social environment,privation of most elementary rights,including
the right to exist. The figures published by UNICEF, which illustrate the reality of

children who live in absolute poverty,who die mainly of diseases which can be preven-



ted,who cannot attend schools,etc,,are indeed shocking. Let us not forget that chii-.
dren have been and still are the first victims of armed conflicts, nai;ural calamities
and family dramas. _

Proceeding from the motto that the future of the country depends on the
way chiidren are brougl';t up, Albania has considered them as the most privileged
part of its society,to whom major attention is devoted by the society and the family.
In tiny Albania that inherited but poverty and backwardness from the past,with a po-
pulation three times as big as that of 45 years ago, whose average age is 27 years,
the average life expectancy'of the population reached 72.4 years in 1989 as against
38.3 in [938.

Guaranteeing by law and in practise the ever better protection of children
and the fulfilment of their needs has always been of special importance.Albania is
signatory of the Con‘vention for the p‘rotection of the rights of children - an important
UN document which defines the most urgent needs,the rights, fundamentai liberties of
children for a dignified life.

Albania supports the United Nations ehde‘ébbur‘s ‘for. the promotion and deve-
lopment of children,for their well-being' and their rights. Its objectives for tﬁe year
2000 for children protection and care deserve proper attention and support. Their ful-
‘filment calls for just, effective policies and humanitarism. |

It is an act of nobility to commit ourselves to building a better present and
future for.our children. Therefore, let our ideal be their happiness,let us join our

efforts to accomplish this lofty humane objec"cive. '

TIRANA, September 20,1990
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' ] MissZo Permanente da
The People’s Republic of Angola Republica Popular de Angola
to the United Nations Junto das NagBes Unidas

New York . New York

Permanent Mission of

Luanda, September 29, 1990

Excellencies:

On the occasion of the First World Summit for Children, [ am
honored to praise, on behalf of the Government of the People's
Republic of Angola and in my own name, the initiative to have this
important forum. | also wish to greet all its participants,

" committing our best efforts to achieve the objectives of the
Summit and to implement measures to benefit the children.

We are convinced that the decisions to be approved will
contribute effectively to improve children's life conditions and
development, particularly in the Third World countries where they
face the serious problems of malnutrition and illiteracy, often

 compounded by the consequences of war and natural disasters.

My best wishes of success in your work at the Summit, and
may it fulfil its intended objectives.

Highest Consideration

JOSE EDUARDO DOS SANTOS
PRESIDENT OF THE MPLA-LABOR PARTY
PRESIDENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF ANGOLA
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Prime Winister's Officn GOVERNMENT OF ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

ST. JOHN'S, ANTIGUA, W.I. September 20, 1990
Telaphons: B09-462-4356/462-4057 )

TELEX 2127

A "LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN" MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER

I take this opportunity to reaffirn my Government's unwavering commitment to the development

goalsandstra:@esforchildrenmtheMs,mdmhndsupponmthcobjeamofthsveryﬁrst_mjd

It is my sincere hope that, following this Summit, my fellow Heads of State and

Government will translate into positive action the express commitment to ensure the survival, protection and
maturation of children as key elements in the socio-economic plan of our countries.

That the condition of our children is linked intrinsically to developments in the world, compels us,
menm;mpmeappmpmemmmmmmﬁmtheeﬁmofmc&m
inspire greater interest in those social objectives that form part of the complex process of eradicating poverty
are indeed worthy of our support.

Agninst a backdrop of economic crises and concomitant painful restructuring worldwide, I am pleased
to note that my Government inteads to ensure that:

l)greateremphmgnphwdonfami.lyplmn_:g; . .

2) maternal and child heaith care delivery services continue to improve;

3) universal education for all children is guaranteed;

4) AIDS cducation and prevention and the pricing and equitable distribution of essential drugs are
assured. :

With the relaxation of the hitherto oncrous cold-war tensions and the advent of peace and democracy
in many regions of the world, I call upon those nations, where a large percentage of GNP is devoted to
defense, to direct more resources to the promotion of initiatives aimed at achicving "development with a
human face.” Furthermore, I endorse broadening of innovative and constructive initiatives on debt-relicf for
child-survival, particularly the debt-swap trust fund that has been established by UNICEF in partnership with
the Inter-American Development Bank. Such initiatives are indeed welcomed in these difficuit economic times.

Developing countries, burdened with substantial foreign debt, are finding it increasingly difficult to
maintain the level of resources needed for social programs, particularly those benefitting children. Morcover,
if the debt burden of developing countries can be reduced, then the freed resources can be transformed into
tangible benefits for the most valnerable sectors of the population, foremost among whom are children.

On this momentous occasion, afforded by the World Summit for Children, I respectfuily urge my
feﬂochadstmeandGmmmemmmkrnetheprmofmﬁnuonmdmplemeutauonot‘the

M_Mwﬁ. to mobilize national and international resources to meet goals and
strategies for the improved welfare of children, and to sustain the various programmes even after the

achievement of initial targets and goals. WE OWE IT TO OUR NATIONS’ CHILDREN.

Ve fBodn
Vere Cornwall Bird, Sr.
Prime Minister
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Message from Mr R J L Hawke, Prime Minister of Australia
on the occasion of the World Summit for Children

. I am pleased to provide this message of support to the World
Summit for Children. The aim of the Summit, of giving the
world's children a better chance in Life, is one which is
wholeheartedly welcomed and supported by all Australians.

Australia is being represented at the Summit by our Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Trade, Senator Gareth Evans, who will
endorse the “Declaration on the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children™ on Australia's behalf. The Summit
meeting will also provide the opportunity for Australia to
express again our suppolt for the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child. Australia has signed the Convention and
we intend to ratify it soon. '

The enormous number of children who die each year throughout
the world for want of the most basic needs, of food, water,
shelter, and medicine, is probably the world's most depressing
statistic. The amount of unnecessary suffering by so many
children only adds to the grimness of the picture.

The purpose of the World Summit for Children, and of the
candlelight vigils that preceded the Sumamit, is to focus .our
attention again on the real deaths and real pain that Lie behind
the statistics.. This sharpened focus must then become the basis
of further action. The Summit should, we hope, generate a new
level of commitment to doing what can be done in the 1990s to
make drastic improvements in the survival, nutrition, health,
education rights and future of the world's children.

The Australian Government is cdhfinuinﬁ to give high
priority to the needs of children both in other countries and in
Australia itself.

On the world scene, through our support to UNICEF, we
provide funds (more than $A11 million last year) and work on a
partnership basis in programs in immunisation, water supply and
sanitation and emergency relief. Children are also a primary
focus of the bilateral, multilateral and research areas of
Australia's overseas aid program. In these areas children's
health is a particular concern, and Australia has upgraded
support for the World Health Organisation's Global Program on
Immunisation against six of the childhood killers (measles,
diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, tuberculosis and polio).
Immunisation based on safe, effective vaccines is the single
greatest child health promoter apart from ¢clean water.

The Australian Government is also continuing to invest
enormous resources in programs to improve the well-being of our
own children.
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ALL of the main areas for action noted in the Declaration

. (poverty, health, the environment, homelessness, education and

justice) are areas in which the Australian Governsent has been
and continues to be active. One of the Sovernment's major social
justice achievements has been to improve the position of low
income families with dependent children. Substantial increases
in income support, in childcare places and school retention
rates, in accommodation programs for the homeless and in
educational and training prograas for single parents are all
having a positive effect not only in ameliorating current poverty
but in attacking the causes of poverty and its associated
problems at their roots. :

. :
The Government has also embarked on a range of policies and

programs designed to overcome the disadvantage suffered by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. New programs are
being developed to achieve parity by the year 2000 between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australians in the crucial areas of
education, training, and employment. A similar approach is being
adopted in health.

Representation at the Summit by both the developed and
developing countries demonstrates the gtobal concern about
children. Children represent the future of the world, but we and
our actions determine our children's future. We must all ensure
that our actions to help children everywhere continue Long after
the Summit ends, and by so doing ensure the very future of our

planet.

R J L Hawke
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The idea of a World Summit on the .subject of the children of
the world is novel and would have been hard Lo Amagine even ten
years ago. It expresses the growing awareness of ithe leaders of a
.grest number of countries, that the futpre ©f their mations
depends on the fate of their children, .a cause which .is worthy of
the most serious concern and deliberation.

The welfare of children has always been hxgh on the agenda of
-y country, where the relevant legislation reflects 4the national
consensus that -children deserve the utmost ‘protection, ¥timulation
and assistance in order to .live in .a -happy, peaceful environment
and develop their potential to the fullest extent. A detailed
programme of health inspection and insunancge, free educatdon for
all up to the highest level, and strict laws against any form of
violence against and of exploitation of ohildren are some .of the
elements of a comprehensive framework that .is tolansure the
well-being and development of children in-Austria. $Since the
welfare of children is inseparable from that of their mothers, a
number of special measures, such as paid mmaternity leave are
designed to protect -the whole femily mnit. In lime with our
national efforts to safeguard our shildsen, we are also aware of
the importance of a speedy rat1f1cat1on of the Internatxonal
 Convention on the Rights of the Child by a large number of
countries. Austria intends to ratify this Convention in the near
future, . e .ﬂ~"4fr.4j_ '

; . CEEEL. ey o= ontes

"While Austria is surely.one .0f the countries wh1ch offer a
high degree of protection and possibilikties .to -her young, we are
greatly concerned that even today &0 many children in the
developing countries die from preventable diseaées, lack the most
elementary schooling, and face a-life with -little hope for future
improvement. There is also the distressimg £ate of abandoned
children, children affected by war, children diving -in refugee
camps, and children trying to survive under a number of other
extremely hard conditions. These children are no different from



ours, except that they happen to have been born in much more
difficult circumstances. They therefore deserve even more our
attention and care. I should like in particular to ‘point out the
suffering of children affected by the Gulf crisis, which
represents an immediate and urgent occasion for international
assistance and solidarity.

Improving the living conditions of the poorest is the most
important priority of Austria’'s international development
cé—operation. In the face of the overwhelming needs of a large
part of humanity, our bilateral and miiltilateral ‘contribution to
that effect will probably continue to “look modest, aYthough
substantial increases have occurred in recent years and are
intended to be continued. In this context, 'f“hould also like to
pay tribute to the countless non-governmental organisations which
are making great efforts for the ‘benefit ‘6f ‘éhildren, such as the
many national committees for UNICEF. The Austrian National
Committee for UNICEF is particularly ®ctivein this field,
reaching out also into neighbouring countries. It also contributes
towards raising the awareness of Austrfah éhildren and parents for
the difficult situation of childién in le&§ Fortunate regions,
inter alia through media packages-ﬁ*?ttibuted in &11 Austrian
schools.

Our children will inherit the planet we inhabit, and will hold
us accountable for the state in which-they find it. It must
therefore be one of the major concerns of our times to allow
children to live in a safe and clean environment, and to pfeserve
the beauty and variéty‘of’ﬁur planef’for'their benefit.

W - I T o ‘-'j I

On behalf of the Austrlan government and people, I welcome the
Plan of Action to be signed on the occasion of this Summit and
hope that the additional efforts it calls for will'contribute to
the welfare and happiness of our children.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF BANGLADESH
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

821 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, 8TH FLOOR TEL. (212) 867-3434-7
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 :

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF BANGLADESH

It is a matter of great satisfaction to learn that the World
Summit for Children is being held on September 29-30, 1990. As is
well-known, the objective of the Summit is to bring the highest level
of political attention to the urgent needs facing the children of the
world today. No cause is nobler than the cause of the children and
the attendance of the largest ever number of the Heads of State/
Government 18 a testimony to this commityen;, at the highest political
level, around the globe. It is heartening thatjthe Convention on the
Rights of the Child has become operational in record time. The Summit
has doubtless contributed to this.

The decade of 1990s began witﬁ uﬁprecé&ented change,
pessibilities and opportunities. We must'join our'hands together to
seize and capitalize on the opportunities that present before us.

The lives and the normal development of children should have
the 'first call' on society's concerns and capacities.

The situation of children in many developing countries 1s
worsening. But this cannot be seen in isolation ~ it has to be viewed
in the context of the problems faced by the devéloping world. Alleviation
of poverty and welfare of the children in the developing countries are
closely linked. We must, therefore, address the fundamental cause in
order to help the children.

A review of the past activities in the field of children reveals
that much has been done, yet much remains to be done and achieved.
Inspite of the remarkable achievements in the field of child survival and
development, the tragedy of infant mortality, morbidity and suffering
continue. It is, therefore, essential to maintain the momentum of child
survival and developwent. In this context we extend our full support to

the goals for children and development in the 1990s.



The conditions and plight of the children of the Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) deserve special focus. A comparison of a few basic child
indicators like under-five mortality rate, life exceptancy, primary
schocl enrolment etc. comparing LDCs with other developing countries
will reveal that LDGs lag hehipd thewm by sbout 507. Their vulpmerability
and special needs rightly deserve specific .action oriented programme
apd_sgpﬁnrt‘pf the Sumwit .gnd pf the Interngtignal Community.

Despite various constrains and limited financial capacity, we in
Bangladesh are committed to the nelféré aﬂd'heaigﬁy developwent. From a
modest coverage of 2% in’l&éﬁ; ﬁéivérsal Child Immunization Programme in
Bangladesh has shown remarkable increase to the level of over 50% by
the end of 1989 and is expected to active the UCL target of BUZ coverage
by the end of 1990, Combining other PBC services and establishing
linkage with family planning activities “will further strengthen the health
delivery services, Bangladesh has also enacted law for free and
compulsory primary education from 1991. Education for fural girls upto
Grade-8 has also been made free. A large segment of working children
temains'outside the reach of formal education in Bangladesh. In meeting
the needs of these children, "Pathakali“ échools have been set-up which
will be expanded to all the 64 districts of ﬁangladesh.

The Summit will go a leng wayvto idcréése public awareness
which will have distinct pasitive impact in the current decade on the
lives of the younger gemeration and help build -thew a better future.
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THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
BRIDGETOWN, BARBADOS

TEL: 809-426-3179

PERSONAL MESSAGE TO THE CHILDREN
OF THE WORLD
FROM :
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE L, ERSKINE SANDIFORD; P.C., M.P,
PRIME MINISTER OF BARBADOS

e

The poet William Wordsworth once said: “the child is father
to the man", All of us go through the stage:of : childhood bhefare
we become adults, But childhood is not merely a preparation for
adolescence and adulthood; it is a mode of 11ving to be cherished
and to be enjoyed in its own right,

Many; however; do not make it through the fetal phase; and
many do not survive the first four weeks of life or through the
other phases of Infancy into childhood, In Barbados we have
sought down through the years to provide a high level of maternal
and child care to erase the factors responsible for such deadly
obstacles to survival, ‘

Mother and child have access to care at hospital and health
centres throughout Barbados under our free national health
service, Children are immunized against infectious diseases.
Family planning services are available: Maternity leave with
pay and other benefits are available under our national insurance
and social security programme, Pre-school; nursery; infant,
primary and other levels of education are available free of
charge mostly to all of our children, Welfare assistance is
" available to families in distress, There is a programme for the
provision of housing for low-income families; Electricity,;
telephone and pure drinking water services are available
throughout our country; With a population of 256.9 thousand,
population growth is well under control. with a rate of growth
of 06 per cent; The infant mortality which stood at 29.0 per
thousand births in 1971 is now 15.4 per thousand births., .

We therefore apply a substantial amount of our resources to
the protection, care and survival of children who are our present
joy and future hope. There has been undoubted progress, But
much more remains to be done, None of our children should die
from preventable diseases; and no mother should pass away from
lack of appropriate and timely.care, No child should grow up
without the 1love, care and guidance of a stable two-parent
family, Our children should be strong enough in character and
personality to resist temptations that will 1lead into the broad
destructive path of crime, illicit drugs. and inappropriate



behavioural patterns and lifestyles. Our children should be the
beneficiaries of a stable family life .and strong, positive moral
and spiritual values., All families should have access to housing
appropriate for the size of the family.

As children you have rights. But you alsc have
responsibilities, based on sound values, to your parents, to
other family members, to your teachers and school - mates, to the
group to which you belong, to those with whom you coame into
contact., Love, respect and kindness should walk with you always.
lLearn as much as you can, develop Yyour skills, shape your
attitudes, and protect your environment. Develop your potential,
aim to -do something positive with your life, and resolve to help
build your country.

Barbados joins with other countries in working for the
further protection, survival and development of the children of
the world in an environsent of sutual understanding and peace.
 If our children have a better quality of life, the quality of our

world will also be better. I consider the World Summit for

Children is a symbolic occasion for substantive cosmitment
towards the social and economic betterment of our children and
of our world.

s

" L. Erskine Sandiford -
Prime Minister of Barbados
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For far too long in the history of mankind the child has been seen as
an object of private property, as an instrument of power, often for
exploitation, or as a source of purely personal happiness.

As the twentieth century draws to a close, we must see the child as a
subject in his or her own right and with his or her own legal rights. It is in
this context that the Convention on the Rights of the Child represents real
progress in the sphere of legal rights. It constitutes an important step
forward in the history of childhood and hence in our human development. We
recognize that the child needs specific protection. This was enunciated thirty
years ago in the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of the Child : "The
child by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special safeguards
and care, including appropriate legal protection, before as well as after
birth". : T ' o

Yet despite all the efforts that have been made in the legal sphere,
we know only too well that today many children are suffering, be they victims of
man's cruelty, or of injust economic and social conditions.

In the face of this major problem, I hope that this summit will be
able to come forward with at least four clear lines of action.

First of all, we must demonstrate the genuine intention of all our
countries to ratify as scon as possible the Convention on the Rights of the
Child, bearing in mind the legislative processes of individual countries.
Furthermore, we must ensure that, after ratificatiﬂn, it is put into practical
operation without delay.

However, it is evident that legal rights alone cannot lead to the
attainment of the ideal sought by the COnvention.

Governments, working hand in hand with political groupings, religious,’
lay and cultural bodies and, above all non-governmental organisations, must do
all that is in their power to make public =Qpin:l.ou and by that I mean every
individual citizen - aware of the spirit “and the contents of the Convention.
They must identify the desired changes and improvements in the plight of
children and take steps to implement these changes. It is only with the support
and practical backing of a population which is squarely behind it that
governmental action has a chance of  succeeding in an area affecting so
intimately human beings, above all the most vulnerable, i.e. the children.



I come to our third line of action. We must insist on the essential
role of the family in policies pertaining to children. The signatories of the
convention understood this well when they stated they are "Convinced that the
family, as the fundamental group of society and the natural environment for the
growth and well-being of all its members and particularly children, should be
afforded the necessary protection and assistance so that it can fully assume its
responsibilities within the community".

Many of the deficiences and illnesses from which children suffer, much
of the behaviour which leads to their being rejected by ‘society, have their
origins in the breakdown of the family. The family must, I believe, be the
centre of a child's existence where he or she is cared for, understood, listened
to and given unstinting support. Such a family is a source of strength for
society as a whole. It is not inward looking. On the contrary, it eniables its
members to be more outward looking, to help others, particularly those less
fortunate than themselves. ' s S

As the humanitarian and development non-govérnmental organisations
have stressed, this objective must be pursued by, "strengthening the role of the
family and its capacity to care for children, developing family life education,
and promoting and supporting the goals of the forthcoming International Year of
the Family, "planned for 1994. o

Finally, in the elaboration of specific programmes very great
attention must be paid to children in especially difficult circumstances,
notably children deprived of family care, abandoned and street children, those
with a handicap, those who are victims of abuse, be it physical, mental or
sexual,. those who are victims of commercial or industrial exploitation, and
those deprived of their liberty and children in situations of ektreme poverty.

We cannot allow ourselves to become resigned té the fact that 40.000
children die every day of hunger and malnutrition, of disease, from lack of
drinking water and medical care, or from the effects of drugs. It is a
fundamentally immoral and unjust situation and we must do all in our power to
ensure that it is not allowed to continue.

Finally, there are children - and alas we observe fhis today - vho are
drawn into armed conflicts or who become refugees.

In this context I wish to conclude by making an urgent appeal to all
those Heads of State and Government concerned to resolve the present tonflict in
the Gulf region peacefully and in accordance with international law. And
therefore the resolutions of the United Nations must all ﬁe'applied without
exception. _ .

If this path is not followed, if war breaks out, there will also be
hundreds of thousands of children among the first innocent victims. Let us not
forget this, let us not forget them.

BAUDOUIN
The King of the Belgians



'I'rop' longtemps dans 1'histoire de 1'humanité 1'enfant est apparu
d'abord comme un objet de propr:l.été de puissance et souvent d'exploitation, ou
d'un bonheur égoiste.

En cette fin du vingtiéme siécle, nous essayons de le voir surtout
comme un sujet, y compris un sujet de droit. C'est dans cette optigue que la
Convention sur les Droits de l'Enfant représente un progrés qualitatif essentiel
sur le plan du droit. J1 s'agit d’'une étape ‘importante dans -1'histdire de
1l'enfance et dans un certain sens de la sensibilité humaine. L'on reconnait &
l'enfant le besoin d'une protection particuliére, comme le précisait déja il y a
trente ans la déclaration des droits de 1'enfant des Nations Unjes : "l'enfant
en raison de son manque de maturité physique et ' imtellectuelle a besoin d‘une
protection spéciale et de soins spéciaux, notamment'd'une protection juridique
appropriée avant comme aprés la naissance"

Et pourtant malgré ces efforts engagés sur le plan juridique nous
‘savons tous aussi qu'aujourd'hui tant d'enfants souffrent, victimes qu'ils sont
soit des comportements cruels des hommes, soit de ccmditions économiques et
sociales injustes

° Pace & cette situation j°' espére que - ce sommet pourra donner =u’ moins
quatre impulsions précises.

Tout d'abord nous devons manifester la volonté de cMcun de nos pays
de ratifier la Convention sur les Droits de 1'Bnfant- dans les délais les plus
brefs compatibles avec les législations respectives de nos pays, ainsi que de
veiller & 1l‘application sans retard injustifié des dbligations --décdéulant de
cette ratification,

Ensuite il me parait bien évident aussi que ces ~dispositions
législatives &4 elles seules ne peuvent atteindre 1°idéal auguel vise la
Convention. Les gouvernements, ensemble avec toutes -les forces politiques,
-culturelles, morales, spirituelles et religieuses du pays, en particulier avec
les organisations non-gouvernementales, devront développer une vaste action de
conscientisation pour que " 1'ensemble de  'l%pinion pudligue et chacun des
citoyens prennent connaissance de 1l'esprit et du contenu de la Convention,
identifient les situations Aa changer ou A améliorer, et -apportent winsi -leur
contribution indispensable. Ce n'est gqu'avec 1'approbation et 1l'appui d'une
population sensibilisée qgue l'action du gouvernement aura une chance de succés
dans un domaine touchant d'aussi prés la personne humaine, en particulier la
‘personne la plus vulnérable qu'est 1l'enfant.



Troisiéme ligne de force : Nous devons mettre l'accent sur le rdle
essentiel de la famille dans une politique de l'enfance. Les signataires de la
Convention l'ont bien compris puisqu'ils se disent "convaincus que la famille,
unité fondamentale de 1la société et milieu naturel pour la croissance et Ile
bien-8tre de tous ses membres, et en particulier des enfants, doit recevoir 1la
protection et l'assistance dont elle a besoin pour pouvoir jouer pleinement - son
rdle dans la communauté”. :

Beaucoup de carences et de maladies dont souffrent les enfants dans
notre société, beaucoup de comportements .qui les marginalisent trouvent leur
origine dans le relichement des liens de la famille. Cette dernidre doit &tre a
mon sens foyer de compréhension et d'écoute, de soutien mutuel @t de golidarité,
d'ouverture et de tendresse. Une telle famille est évidemment une source de
rayonnement. Elle n'est pas fermée sur . elle-méime, mais rend. ses membres  plus
aptes i aider les autres, particuliérement ceux que la vie n'a pas épargnés.

Comme l'ont souligné les organisations non-gouvernementales
humanitaires et de développement, cet objectif doit &tre poursuivi “en
renforgant le réle de la famille et sa capacité a prendre soin de ses enfants,
en favorisant l'éducation a4 la vie familiale, et en participant a4 la promotion
et au soutien des objectifs de l'Année Internationale de la Famille" prévue
pour 1994.

Enfin dans l'élaboration de programmes précis, il nous faudra accorder
une attention toute spéciale aux enfants en situations particuliérement
difficiles et notamment les enfants privés des soins d'une famille, ceux qui
sont abandonnés et les enfants de la rue, les enfants ayant un handicap, ceux
qui sont victimes d'abus physiques, mentaux, ou sexuels, ceux qui sont 1'objet
d'exploitation commerciale ou au travail, ceux qui sont privés de liberté et’ les
enfants en situation d'extréme pauvreté. .

A ce propos, nous ne pouvons pas nous résigner A ce que chaque jour
40.000 enfants meurent de faim et de malnutrition, de maladie, .de manque d'eau
potable et de soins de santé ou des effets de la drogue. C'est 1A une situation
profondément immorale et injuste que nous devons tous combattre.

Il ya enfin - et c'est hélas d'actualité - les enfants qui sont
utilisés dans les conflits armés ou qui sont réfugiés. 4

Dans ce contexte je voudrais conclure en faisant un pressant appel
- auprés de tous les Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvernement concernés afin que le conflit
actuel dans la région du Golfe soit résolu de fagon pacifique dans le respect du
droit international. Et donc les résolutions des Nations Unies doivent toutes
étre appliquées sans exception.

81 1'on ne suit pas cette voie, si la guerre éclate, ce seront des
centaines de milliers d'enfants aussi qui seront parmi les premiéres victimes
innocentes. Ne l'oublions pas, ne les oublions pas.

BAUDOUTN
Roi des Belges



In de geschiedenis van de mensheid werd het kind té vaak herleid &tot
een object van eigendomsrecht, van machtsmisbruik en wuitbuiting, of tot H
voorwerp van een egoistische geluksbeleving. . -+

Heden ten dage, op de drempel van de 21ste eeuw, leren we het kimll
zien als een drager van rechten.

De Conventie voor de rechten van het kind is dan ook een belangrijme
juridische stap voorwaarts, én woor het kind én voor de menselijkheid van ‘
samenleving. -
Dat het kind nood heeft aan bijzondere bescherming, vormt h‘ ‘
wezenlijke element van deze vooruitgang. :

De verklaring van de Verenigde Naties inzake de rethten van het Ximlk
formuleerde @it reeds dertig jaar geleden als volgt: "het kind heeft vanwege
zijn lichamelijke en geestelijke onvolwassenheid speciale bescherming en moog
nodig, waaronder de juiste wettelijke bescherming, zowel vO66r als nd de
geboorte".

Helaas moeten we onder ogen durven zien dat, ondanks alle
inspanningen, nog vele kinderen lijden : als slachtoffer van economische ww
sociale wantoestanden of van wrede gedragingen wvan hun hedms oA

Vandaar mijn innige hoop d@at deze topbijeenkomst toc:h op zijn M
vier specifieke :unpulsen zal kunnen bewerkstelligen

Eerst en vooral moeten we uiting geven aan de duidelijke wil van onse
landen niet alleen om de conventie zo snel wogelijk te bekrachtigem -
vanzelfsprekend overeenkomstig de wetgeving van elk land - maar 66k om a3
verplichtingen die daaruit voortvloeien, zonder verwijl na te komen.

Deze wetgevende bepalingen volstaan evenwel niet ! Het gaat hier »ij
uitstek om een terrein dat zeer nauw raakt aan de menselijke waardigheid, im
casu van de meest kwetsbare persoon, het kind. Een actie van de politiehs
overheid kan dan ook enkel succes hebben indien zij de goedkeuring wegdraagt sm,
beter nog, de steun geniet van een bevolking die gevoelig is voor dese
problemen en die onduldbare of voor verbetering vatbare situaties als dusdaniq
herkent. .

De regeringen énerzijds, alle politieke, culturele, morele, spiritusie
en geestelijke krachten in het land anderzijds, moeten de handen in elkaar slamm
om de publieke opinie, om ieder van onze burgers bewust te maken'wan de inhowl
en de geest van deze Conventie. i
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Derde krachtlijn : de essentidle rol van de familie in een
kind-vriendelijk beleid. De ondertekenaars van de Conventie hebben dit goed
begrepen. Zij zijn ervan overtuigd dat, - em ik citeer - "het gezin het

basiselement is van de maatschappij, en, het natuurlijke milieu voor de
ontwikkeling en het welzijn van al zijn leden, en in het bijzonder van de
kinderen, en dat het als zodanig de bescherming en bijstand moet ontvangen die
het nodig heeft om ten volle zijn rol in de gemeenschap te kunnen spelen."

Hoe vaak leidt het uiteenvallen van het familiale weefsel er niet toe
dat het kind in een probleemsituatie terecht komt of naar de rand van de
samenleving wordt gedrongen. De familie moet - .en..ik benadruk dit -~ een oord
zijn van wederzijds begrip en luisterbereidheid, van wederzijdse steun en
solidariteit van openheid en genegenheid tenslotte. - - .

wiviada i

Een dergelijk gezin plooit zich niet- terug op zichzelf - Integendeel,
het biedt zijn leden voldoende draagkracht om apderen te .heipen, die door het
lot niet werden gespaard.

De niet-gouvernementele organisaties .woor humanitaire en
ontwikkelingshulp hebben volkomen terecht onderstreept dat het daarom nodig is :
- de rol van de familie en haar capaciteit om gorg:-te dragen. voor de kinderen,
te versterken,

- de opvoeding tot de uitbouw van een familiaal leven, te bevorderen,

- en de doelstellingen van het internationaal jaar van de: familie, voorzien
voor 1994, te verkondigen en te ondersteunen. :

Vierde en laatste krachtlijn.. Laten we ouin.onge actieprogramma's
speciale aandacht voorbehouden aan de kinderen ﬂie het extra moeilijk hebben in
het leven. BEn hierbij denk ik vooral : . =p: . Cooen s
- aan de mindervalide kinderen,

- aan de kinderen die geen familie hebben sm voor hgn te zorgen,

- aan de kinderen die verlaten =zijn, kinderen wvan de straat, letterlijk en
figquurlijk,

- aan de kinderen die het slachtoffer zijn van fys;sch. psychisch of sexueel
misbruik of die het voorwerp zijn van economische sn commerci&le uitbuiting,

- aan de kinderen die van hun vrijheid zijn beroofd,

- en aan de kinderen die in extreme .armoede leven.

Wij mogen er ons niet bij neerleggnn dat- elke dag opnieuw 40.000
kinderen sterven wegens honger, ondervoeding, ziekte, gebrek aan drinkbaar water
en medische zorgen, of ingevolge druggebruik. Dit is .een fundamentesl immorele
en onrechtvaardige situatie die wij allen moeten bevechten.

NSRRI i

En tenslotte zijn er de kinderen die ingezet worden in gewapende
conflicten of op de vlucht zijn. Een vraagstuk dat helaas brandend actueel is.

In dit verband wil ik een oproep doen aan alle betrokken Staats- en
Regeringshoofden, om het conflict -in De Golf op vreedzame wijze én met eerbied
voor de internationale rechtsregels op te lossen. En dus moeten alle resoluties
van de Verenigde Naties, zonder uitzondering, wordsn toegepast.

Want als er toch een oorlog =zou uitbarsten, 2zullen ook en vooral
honderdduizenden kinderen de eerste onschuldige slachtoffers zijn.

Dit mogen wij niet vergeten !

Hén mogen wij niet vergeten !

BOUDEWIJN
Koning der Belgen
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MENSAJE DE]. PRESIDENTE DE BOLIVIA
LIC JAIME PAZ ZAMORA

A LA CUMBRE MUNDIAL EN FAVOR DE LA INFANCIA
29 Y 30 DE SEPTIEMERE DE 1996

Quiero congratular, en nombre del Gobierno y el pueblo de Bolivia,
al UNICEF y aquellos paises que tuvieron la feliz iniciativa de
promover la realizacién de la Cumbre Mundial en favor de la
Infancia, no solamente porque coincide plenamente con los
objetivos de la politica social que postula mi gobierno, sino porque
es deber y obligacion de los gobernantes brindar a las generaciones
presentes y futuras mejores condiciones de vida y dignidad.

Estoy convencido de ta necesidad de emprender un Plan de Acciton a
nivel mundial en la década del novenlta, que conduzca a garantizar
la supervivencia, la proteccibn y el desarrollo del nido,
particularmente en los paises mas pobres del planeta.

En esle espiritu, el Gobierno de Unidad Nacional que presido ha
ralificado la Convencién sobre [os Derechos del Nifio, ha elevado a
Resolucion Suprema el Plan Nacional de Supervivencia-Desarrollo
Infantil y Salud Materna, y a partir de dicho Plan, ha emprendido la.
tarea de reducir a la mitad los indices de mortalidad infantif en el
pais.

Comprometamonos ahora a salvar la mayor parte posible de los 150
millones de¢ nifios menores de cinco aios que, empujados por la
pobreza estin condenados a morir en el curso de la ultima década
del siglo XX, v asimismo, a evitar las circunstancias que conducen a
1a desoladora realidad de esta masiva mortalidad infantil.

El injusto orden social de nuestro tiempo no se ha sentido
responsable de los incontables sufrimientos a gue estin siendo
condenados los nifios del planeta. Esta Cumbre debe marcar el hito
quc separe el tiempo de la indolencia del tiempo dcl compromiso
con la infancia, particularmente con los nifios de los paises menos
desarrollados y mads severameante golpeados por la crisis y las
politicas de ajuste.
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Es mi deseo y mi voluntad personales, asi como del Gobierno
boliviano, de contribuir eficazmente con toda iniciativa que tienda a
eliminar el sufrimiento y el hambre de los nifios del mundo, el
analfabetismo y falta de oportunidades de los que son victimas, y su
muerte, ya sca por guerras o cualquier otra naturaleza de factores.

Formulo mis mayores deseos por el éxito de esta histérica Cumbre,
seguro que de ella emergeran significativas decisiones en favor de
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THESTATEPRESIDENT GABORONE |
' REFERENCE NO.PP0.16/4 stk Gctober, 1990 |

Your Excellency,

LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN - PERSONAL MESSAGE

The holding of the World Suemit for Children, a L
unique event in the history of mankind is most welcome by
ny Government and the people of Botswana. I wish to )
extend my sincere congratulations to the men and women who
worked tirelessly to ensure that the holding of this
somentous occasion become a reality.

&

Botswana gained her indepeadence twenty four years
ago under very difficult conditions. There weze Ro
schools, hospitals, clinics, Toads and safe drinking
water, especially for the majority of the people im the
rural areas. The few facilities which were there in
peri-urban areas were almost inaccessible dus to the j
absence of roads and the long distahces to be travelled. 2§'-
The Governaent was therefore confronted with the serious
problems of illiteracy, health and nutrition. Having been |
Minister of Finance and Development Planning at
independence, until 1980, 1 am fully aware of the natute
and size of the problem and the efforts our Government has
deployed over the years to seek solutions to this problem. 1/

1 amn pleased to state that 24 years sfter ¥
independence phenomenal progress has been achieved.
Education is now free from primary to tertiary levels.
Our statistics indicate that 98% of our children have
access to formal schooling. Immunization against the six
child-killer diseases: malnutrition, turberculosls,
diptheria, pertussis tetanus, polio and measles is well
over 80%. Malnutrition has ﬁeen reduced to under 1%.
There is clean drinking water in most settlements. This
progress has been achieved with the help and support of
friendly countries and international organistions.

/We are...
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THE $TATE PRESIDENT
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We are most grateful for this spirit of cooperation and
solidarity. It is glso important to state that the active
participation of the £:°p1° of Botswana was very decisive

" and will continue to so., Right from the very beginmning
the Government ensured that the spirit of self-reliance,
which is so much a part of our society, was promoted :
nation-wide, Parents, thersfore, play 2 very rantral role
in (ke yurvival, protection and Athlopaent of children .=
and will continue to do so. - T

‘ Despite the many impressive successes, wo still have
such work to be done. . Our challenge 1s to veach every
citigen of Botlswana, to find out where the remaining
percentage is. We need to remind ourselves of the task .
the world has set for itself, "Health For All By the Year .
2000Y, and at the core of this is the child.

It is my fervent hope that the international
commynity will saintain the current momentum and unity of Az
pgriosg to ensure the full implementation of the Programme ,
of Action. : AR R .

I pledge my personal commitment to the attainment of
the agreed goals and will do my part to ehsure their
realization, The people of Botswana count om the support
of the interpational community to supplement their meagre
resources to achieve the objectives we have set ourselves
at this World Susmit for Childrem. -

ofteis
Q.X.J. Masire ~®i<

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA

His Excellency Javier Perez de Cuellar,
‘Secretary General. -
United Nations Organisation,

NENW_YORK
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E com grande entusiasmo que o Brasil
se associa a realzzaqao da Cipula Mundial da Cri-
anca. A oportuna 1n1c1at1va dos Chefes de Esta-
do e de Governo do Canadd, Egito, Mali, México,
Paquist3o e Suécia, com a adesao universal que
mereceu, carrega em si a mensagem manifestada no
mais alto nivel poliuaode que o destino de nos-
sas criangas tera desde agora prioridade maxima em
nossos esforgos de cooperagdo internacional.

N3ao existe responsabilidade mais no-
bre do que essa. A _qualidade de vida das crian-
cas deve 'ser a preocupagao central e o objetivo
maior da agdo dos Governos, individual e coletiva-
mente.

0 desafio é.grande ;e para enfrentd-
lo teremos de mobilizar todas as nossas energias.

Em todo o mundo, milhdes de criangas en-
frentam quotidianamente a‘‘dura’ real:dade da so-
brevivéncia comprometida, da protecdo denegada, e
da falta de oportunidade para o desenvolvimento
sadio de sua personalidade. Injustzga social, po-
breza e miséria condenam-nas a viver em condigoes
incompativeis com a dignidade humana.

Precisamos tomar com - ' urgéncia agdes
efetivas para resgatar a infancia do sofrimento,

. da doenga, da desnutricgao, do analfabetismo,  da
desagregac8o familiar, e do desabrigo em que na
maioria das vezes se encontram. Para isso, no

plano naczonal sera necessirio enfatizar a imple-
mentacdo de politicas sociiis adequadas, e no pla-
no internacional precisamos assegurar um clima de
entendimento, paz e cooperagic Jue dé suporte a
consecucao daqueles objetivos.

O Brasil tem uma das maicres popula-
¢Ces infantis do mundo. Entre criangas e adoles-
centes, sdc 65 milhdes de brasileiros. Para mui-
tos, a vida é desde o primeiro dia a de uma luta
pungente pela sobrevivencia. Anualmente, 250 mil
criangas morrem antes de completar o primeiro ano
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de vida; destas, a metade ndc vive o primeiro
més. Registram-se 120 casos de mortalidade mater-
na em cada 120 mil nascimentos. Uma em cada gqua-
tro criangas sofre de desnutrzqao, 61% das cri-
angas brasileiras vzvom em domicilios desprovidos
de saneamento basico. Mais.de quatro milhoes de
criangas entre 7 e 14 .anos %Wstdo ‘fora da escola e
muitos saoc forgados a ingressar prematuramente no
mercado de trabalho.

Temos de mudar radicalmente esse gqua-
dro. Os brasileiros querem vencer as injustigas
sociais e a isso dedicaremos todas as nossas for-
gas, todos 08 NOSSOS recCursos. Sl

Fruto de uma genuina preocupagao
popular com o futuro das criangas, a Conat:.tu:.f;ao
brasileira estabelece que “é dever da familia, da
sociedade e do Estado assegurar a crianga e ao
adolescente, com absoluta pg*q; dade, o dxrexto
a vida, a al;mentagao, a educacao, ao lazer, a
liberdade e a convivéncia familiar e comunitaria,
alem de coloca-los a sglvo de toda forma de negli-
géncia, d:scr;mlnaqao, cxpioraqao, violéncia, cru-

eldade e opressao”. o .da Cr;anqa e do
Adclescente, recentemente pr 1gado, incorpora
o conceito de protegdo 1ntegra1 consagrado na

Convengao sobre os Dzreltos da’ Crianqa.

Lancamos um &nblo, ¥ograma -social - -
simbolicamente chamado de "Ministerio da Crian-
ca" - gque incorpora projd:pp especxalsnas dreas de
planejamento famllzar, pro&pgao ~materna, atendi-
mento pré-natal, imunizacao, - grevengao de doen-
gas, creches 1nfantxs,~educag;o fundamental, nu-
tricdo, assisténcia a crxanqa defic;ente, e sanea-
mento, dentre outras areas. Iniciamos também o
mais amplo programa de alfabetizacac e universa-
lizagac do ensino bdsico jd realizado.

0 futuro de nossas criancas exige que
sejamos ambiciosos na fixagao dos objet;vos e me-
tas de politica social. Com a ajuda de Deus, ven-
ceremos essa batalha.

Fimaanxpo CoLLOR
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Brazil adheres most enthusiastically to
the World Summit for Children. This timely iniciative
by the Heads of State and Government of Canada, Egypt,
Mali, Mexico, Pakistan and Sweden - and the universal
support it has received - is a clear and unmistakable
message that from now on, and at the highest political
level, the future of our children will receive maximum

priority in international cooperation efforts.

There is no cause more noble than this.
Improving the standard of living of our children must
be the central concern and major goal of government
action both individually and collectively.

The challenge is enormous-and to  cope
with it we must employ the best of our energies.

Every day, in all parts of the world,
millions of children confront the cruel realities that
threaten their survival, deprive them of protection,
and leave no chance for the harmonious development of
their personalities. Social injustice, poverty and
misery condemn our children to live under conditions
that are imcompatible with human dignity.

We need to take urgent and ‘effective
action to rescue our children from suffering, disease,

malnutrition, illiteracy, family disruption, and
homelessness. At the national level, emphasis should
be placed on implementation of adequate ~social
policies, and at the international level, we must

ensure a supportive atmosphere of understanding, peace
and cooperation. i -

Brazil has one of the largest
populations of youth in the world. - Children and
adolescents total 65 million, accounting for almost
half the Brazilian population. For many among them,
life is a dramatic struggle for survival from the
first day onward. Every year, 250,000 children die

before completing their first year of life; half of
these do not survive the first month. There are 120

FERNANDO COLLOR
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cases of maternal mortality for every 100,000 births.
One in every four children suffers from malnutrition:
61% of children between 1 and 4 years of age live in
homes without the most basic. conditions of health
and hygiene. More than 4 million children between 7
and 14 years of age do not attend school, and most of
them are compelled to enter the labour .- force
prematurely. : S ' o

We have to change this situation
radically. We must overcome social injustice and, to
that end, we will fully commit our efforts and
resources. e 4 X,

A genuine popular concern with the
fate of our children led to approval of a specific
article in our Federal Constitution, which reads:
"It is the obligation of the family, society and
State to ensure the child and adolescent - with
absolute priority - the right to life, nutrition,
play, professional training, culture, dignity,
respect, liberty, family and community life, as well
as protection from any negligence, discrimination, -
exploitation, violence, cruelty and oppression”. The
recently enacted Statute of the Child and Adolescent

embodies the principle of integral protection
enshrined in the Convention on the Bights of the
Child. : L

We have launcghed a .comprehensive
social program - named " Ministry.of - ‘the Child* -
which, among other critical aspects, ' encompasses
special projects in the areas of family planning,
maternal protection, prenatal care, immunization,
prevention of disease, ‘day-care centers, greater

access to basic education, nutrition,; assistance to
disabled children, and basic health and hygiene. We
‘have also initiated a comprehensive program to combat
illiteracy and promote universal access to primary
education.

The future of our children demands
that we be ambitions in defining our social policy
objectives . With God's help, we will 'be victorious
in this battle. -

FreMaNDo COLLOR
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BURKINA FASO
Mission Permanente auprés des Nations Unies
115 East 73rd St

New York, NY 10021
{212) 288-7515

CITATION -

MESSAGE DE SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT
DU _BURKINA FASO | '

A 1OCCASION DU SOMMET MONDIAL POUR LES ENFANTS

En cette fin du 20e siécle, un constat désespérant s'impose.
La majorité des enfants, en quelque point du globe que ce soit, sont frappés
de maux muiltiformes. La science et la technique ne suffisent pas a enrayer
ces phénoménes, parfois méme, elles en sont les canaux privilégies.

Mortal_ité forte, malnutrition, santé déﬁciente,:analphabétisme,
Agartheid, abondons, mauvais traitements, exploitations sexuelies, consommation
de drogue, agressions caractériséeé, insécurité; et, cette liste de maux, pour

notre malheur 3 tous, pourrait s'allonger indéfiniment. *

Et pourtant, les enfants, étres innocents, dépér:dants et
vulnérables requiérent notre vigilante attention et des soins incessants. Car,
ils sont la vie, la flamme du foyer, le reflet du monde, l'avenir de {*humanité.

Travailler 3 la survie, & la protection, au développement de
lenfant, c'est ne pas agresser la vie, préserver et consolider les conditions
dlexistence du foyer, bétir un monde meilleur et préserver aussi l'environnement.

Les droits de I'enfant sont partie intégrante des Droits de I'homme

qui, eux-mémes, ne sauraient étre garantis sans la sauvegarde des besoins



vitaux, fondamentaux de I'homme. Ces droits ne seront que proclamation tant
qu'un ordre économique injuste et aveugle poursuivra une logique d'écrasement
et d'écartement du faible et du démuni.

La Convention relative aux Droits de I'Enfant, dont le Burkina Faso
a participé a I'élaboration et a dirigé la finalisation des travaux, est un acte
essentiel en faveur de I'Enfant, en ce qu'il lui offre un cadre juridique idéal

qui jalonnera son parcours vers son bien-étre social.

Le Sommet Mondial pour I'Enfant, dont je salue la tenue et auxquel
je transmets les voeux du Peuple Burkinabé, aménera, nous l'espérons, la
Communauté Internationale 3 prendre davantage conscience des problémes de
PEnfant et 3 avancer des solutions durables et heureuses.

Le contexte dans lequel se tient Je Sommet est d l'image de la
situation de I'Enfant, un constat désespérant aprés une formidable vague d'espoir
et cependant le sentiment et la conviction tenaces que I'espoir doit vaincre pour

que demain soit possible.

Le Burkina Faso a déployé des efforts inuesSénts et soutenus dans
la définition de stratégies et la mise en oceuvre. de ~programmes d'envergure pour
une réelle protection et promotion de IEnfant.

1

Pour I'Enfant, pour I'humanité, lespoir existe si nous arrivons
a promouvoir toutes les dimensions du développement, & cultiver ia fraternité
et la solidarité entre les Peuples.
3

LA PATRIE OU LA MORT, NOUS VAINCRONS !

+GAPITAINE BLAISE COMPAORE
PRESIDENT DU FRONT POPULAIRE,
CHEF DE L’ETAT,
CHEF DU GOUVERNEMENT.

FIN DE CITATION”
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REPUBLIQUE DU BURUNDI MISSION PERMANENTE
DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU BURUNDI
AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES

675 THIRD AVENUE
ROOM 2804
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017
Tel: (212) 687-1180

REPUBLIKA YUBURUNDI
®

"CITATION : MESSAGE DE SON EXCELLENCE MONSTEUR LE PRESIDENT

- DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU BURUNDI A L'OCCASION DU SOMMET MONDIAL

" DE L'ENFANCE

Au moment ot plus de scixante-dix Chefs d'Etat ou de
Gouvernement des pays membres des Nations Unies sont réunis i
New York pour appeler de nouveau l'attention de tous les pays sur
la nécessité de protéger et de préserver les générations présentes.
et futures, il m'est particuli&rement agr&able d'exprimer mon
soutien personnel ainsi que celui du Gouvernement du Burundi au
Sommet Mondial de 1'Enfance.

Je voudrais &galement rendre un vibrant hommage aux
éminents Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvernement du Canada, de 1'Egypte.
du Mali, du Mexique, du Pakistan et de la SuBde pour cette heureuse
initiative.

L'idée de cette rencontre au Sommet ainsi que les efforts
déployés par les organisateurs té&moignent de la ferme volonté de
ces éminentes personnalités et de celles qui se sont jointes 2
elles de sauvegarder et de respecter un des principes de la Charte
des Nations Unies, celui de "préserver les générations futures".

Le Sommet Mondial de 1'Enfance vient 3 propos, car si les
soins et la protection des enfants sont une pratique et un devoir
moral enracinés dans la sagesse et la culture de nos socié&tés, il
n'en reste pas moins que les problémes de 1'heure, tels que la
guerre, la violence, le sous-dévelopoement. l'endettement, la
dégradation de 1'environnement peuvent distraire l'attention des
dirigeants et des décideurs politiques quant 3 la nature spéciale

-

de l'enfant et 3 son r8le déterminant pour l'avenir de ce monde.

En effet, la décennie qui vient de se termiper a &té
caractérisée par la crise et la dette et divers problémes Economi~-
ques, ce qui a forcé certains gouvernements & adopter des mesures
d'ajustement &conomique & court terme au détriment d'un développement
durable & plus long terme dont les conséguences touchent surtout
les groupes les plus vuln&rables dont les enfants et les femmes en

premier Tieu.
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I1 importe donc que nous saisissions cette occasion pour
renouveler l'engagement de tout un chacun 3 adopter les stratégies
audacieuses vour la survie, la protection et le d&veloppement des
enfants, eux qui sont l'avenir de ce monde.

D'énormes possibilités s'offrent i nous en ce moment:
nous avons des connaissances, des techniques et des ressources.
Rien ne manque pour pouvoir prendre des d&cisions sages et investir
nos Energies en comnaissance de cause pour faire dEnéficier les:
générations futures des chances exceptionnelles dont nous disposons.

Je suis, quant 3 moi, .convaimcu que nous pouvons réussir
~cette entreprise si nous faisons preuve de courage et de perspica-
cité nécessaires, et si nous osons regarder au-deld des limites
étroites des fronti&res nationales et des disgciplines sc1ent1f1ques
particuliéres. ,

Faisons de nos enfants le pillier d'un déweloppement durable.

Nous devons consentir un effort particulier jpour protéger
la wvie et le développement des enfants afin de leur "offrir un
heureux avenir"

Le Burundi qui vient de ratifier la Convention relative aux
droits de l'enfant prend aujourd'hui un engagement solemnel & tout
mettre en oeuvre pour assurer l'application des dispositions de
cette Convention,

C'est atssi l'occasion pour moi de remouveler 1l'engagement du
Gouvernement du Burundi 3 poursuivre les, efforts entrepris pour
assurer la vaccination 3 tous les enfants Agés de 0 3 5 ans pour
que la couverture atteigne, d'ici & l'an 2000, un taux de 902.

Avant de terminer, je voudrais sa;s;r cgt:e occasion pour
exprimer nos sincdres fé€licitations ainsi que la profonde gratltude
du Gouvernement du Burundi au Fonds des Nations Unies pour 1'Enfance
pour son appui permanent et agissant @ la cause de l'enfance.

Je voudrais enfin exprimer le souhait de woir ce Sommet
Mondial de 1'Enfance prendre des engagements concrets pour atténuer
les handicans médiraux et socigux dont sont affligés dd&s leur
naissance des millions d'enfants.

BUJUMBURA, le 21 Septembre 1990

Pierre BUYOYA,
Président de la Ré&publique du Burundi. _ .

FIN DE CITATION"
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- REPUBLIOUE DU CAMEROUN REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON
MISSION PERMANENTE AUPRES DES PERMANENT MISSION TO THE
NATIONS UNIES UNITED NATIONS

On the occasion of the World Summit for Children, the
people and Government of Cameroon are happy to convey their
continuing support for Unicef and its remarkable globalleffort in

enhancing the well being of children under varied circumstances.

They would further like to extend their ératitude to the’
Secretary General of the United Nations, His Excellency Javier
Perez de Cuellar, the initiators of the Summit and the Summit
Secretariat for having playéd pivotal roles in the organisation of
major undertaking.

this,/ We hope that the objectives of the Summit which Cameroon fully

endorses, would further mobilise political commitment to the

PLENIPOTENTIARY,
- PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF CAMEROON
TO THE UNITED NATIONS.
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Message from Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney -

On behalf of the Government of Canada, I am pleased to make
this national statement on the occasion of the World Summit for
Childraen.

Canada has worked hard to achieve a high standard of
physical, mental and social well-being and economic security for its
children. Canadians believe that this economic security is
inextricable from that of the children's parents and of the family as
a whole. Federal, provincial, territorial and municipal governments
invest substantjal resources in promoting this well-being which,.
together with the contributions of NGOs, mobilize communities and
enable children to profit more fully from other influences such as
culture, family life, education and play.

) Canada has a publicly-funded, universal system of health
insurance, which ensures that all Canadian children have access to
health care. Vaccine-preventable infectious diseases have been reduced
through public immunization programs. For mothers, quality prenatal
and perinatal care is readily available. Lagislation has established
standards for food and guidelines for safe drinking water.

Governments in Canada promote healthy lifestyles through
regular fitness activities and healthy eating habits:; they discourage
smoking and drug and alcohol abuse. Canada has set safety standards
for clothing, toys and playqround -quipu.nt. _

A program of family. allowancos ang the taxation system offer
benefits to all needy families with children. All provinces and
tarritories have social assistance . programmes that aid all families
whose financial resources are inadequate. 1In addition, governments in
Canada have developed housing for low-income families with children.

A range of child care services to assist working parents is
also funded by governments in cCanada. Provincial child welfare
agencies and services protect children in the event of family
breakdown.

Governments finance education, which is compulsory for all
children in Canada. Regulatory measures ensure that the Canadian
broadcasting and communications industries respond to the best
interests of children.

Although Canada has accomplished a great deal for its
children, significant challenges remain. The ideals toward which we
strive are at times compromised by the legacy of past actions or the
reality of present circumstances. Too many children still grow up in
families whose incomes remain too low. These children are at greater
risk of poor health, often do poorly at school and have fewer
opportunities for social and cultural develcpment.



Children from aboriginal families are |©particularly
disadvantaged. Although improving, the incidence of . poor health and
the rates of low income, illiteracy and suicide are far higher for
aboriginal children than for other Canadian children. Similarly, the
unique circumstances of children in low-income families, immigrant
families and children with disabilities have yet to be fully
accommodated within Canada's current resources.

Although Canada supports a range of child care services,
there are families whose child care needs ars not yet adequately met.
The need for a variety of child care services continues to grow as the
composition of Canadian families changes and more women join the paid
labour force. '

Canada has legislation and a network 6f services in place to
protect children who have been neglected or subjected to physical,
sexual or emotional abuse. However, prevention must be emphasized to
ensure that all children 1live free from these threats. Similarly,
appropriate ways must be found to respond to the needs of children who
run away from their homes and live on the streets.

Canada needs to find better ways to rsduce the incidence of
injuries among children. As well, the problem of infants born with:
AIDS requires urgent attention. -Alone, and in cooperation with other
nations, Canada must also take steps to protect the environment to
ensure that all children inherit a less polluted world. '

Canada‘'s attention is not restricted to domestic concerns
alone. Canadians care about the 1lives children lead, wherever they
live. Internationally, Canada remains committed to supporting efforts
to meet basic needs of children in developing countries in the areas
of health, education and nutrition. . In.cooperation with other levels
of government and non-governmental organizations, Canada will dedicate
‘approximately $2 billion (Canadian) over the next 5 years towards the
amelioration of suffering in all corners of the world. our
involvement as one of the six initiators of the -global Summit bears
witness to this larger commitment to the well-being of children
‘v.rywh.r.. Ll R L S S s .

The World Summit for Children offers Canada an opportunity
to reaffirm our determination to resolve these and other challenges.
I hope that the leaders gathered at the Summit will underline their
desire to accelerate the pace of social change in accordance with the
principles of humanitarianism, tolerance and justice embodied in the
United Nations Convention on the Rights ‘of the Child. My Government
will pursue the legal procedures required in our federal system with a
view to early ratification of the Convention.
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Message du Premier Ministre
Brian Mulroney

A l'occasion du Sommet mondial pour les enfants, j'ai le plaisir
de faire cetts déclaration natiocnale au nom du gouvernement du Canada.

Le Canada n'a ménagé aucun effort pour offrir 4 nos enfants ce
qu'il y a de mieux en matidre de bien-dtre physique, matériel et social et
de sécurité &conomique. Les Canadiens estiment .Que cette sécurité
économique est indissociable de celle des parents. et de celle de la
famille, prise dans son ensemble. Les gouvernsments fédéral, provinciaux,
territoriaux et municipaux investissent des ressources considérables dans
la promotion du bien-étre das enfants. Ces ressources, auxquelles
s'ajoutent les contributions d'ONG, mobilisent 1les communautés et
permettent aux enfants de profiter plus pleinement d'autres facteurs quiy
contribuent tels la culture, la vie de famille, les &tudes et les jeux.

Le Canada est doté d'un régime universel dtassurance-maladie
financé par 1'Etat qui garantit 3 tous ‘les enfants canadiens l'accés aux
soins médicaux. La fréguence des maladies infectieuses qu'il est possible
de prévenir par la vaccination a 8té réduite grice A des . programmes
publics 4'immunisation. Les médres et les futures madres peuvent facilement
avoir accés a des soins prénatals st -périnatais. .Les lois prévoient des
normes alimentaires et des lignes directrices sur 1'eau potable salubre.

Les gouvernements du Canada sncouragent la population 3 adopter
un mode de vie sain, ‘notamment en faisant Yégulidrement du sport st en
-ayant de bonnes habitudes alimentaires; 11s découragent - le tabagisme,
ainsi que la consommation abusive de drogues et d'alcool. Le Canada a
stabli des normes de sécurité pour les vétiments, les Jjouets et le
matériel de terrains de jeu.

Le programme d'allocations * familiales " et le  Trégine fiscal
offrent ' des avantages A toutes les familles démunies. ‘Tes provinces-et
les territoires sont tous dotés de programmas d'aide sociale qui
g'addressent aux familles - dont les “ressources financidres sont
insuffisantes. Par ailleurs, les gouvernements ‘canadiens ont fait
construire des logements destinés aux familles a faible revenu avec les
enfants. ' T ' '

Nos gouvernenents financent également toute une gamme de
services de garderie pour aider les parents qui travaillent. Les
organismes et les services provinciaux d'aide sociale & 1l'enfance
protégent les enfants en cas d'éclatement de la famille.

Les gouvernements financent 1'enseignement, qui est obligatoire
pour tous les enfants au canada. Il @existe méme des mesures
réglementaires qui font que les industries de la té&lé& et radiocdiffusion et
de la communication ceuvrent dans 1'intérdt des enfants.



s'il est vrai gque le Canada a beaucoup fait pour nos enfants, il
reste des défis de taille 2 relaver. Notre progression vers l'idéal est
parfois compromise par les ségquelles de nos actions passées ou par les
circonstances conjoncturelles. Trop d'enfants sont encore &levés dans des
familles dont le revenu est insuffisant. Ces enfants sont plus exposés
que d'autres aux problimes de santé, ils ont des résultats insatisfaisants
A 1'#cole, et leurs possibilités d'§panouissement social et culturel sont
limitées. Les enfants de fanilles autochtones comptent au nombre des plus
défavorisés. La situation s'améliore, mais malgré tout, les problames de
santé, d'insuffisance des revenus, d'analphabétisne et -de suicide sont
nettement plus fréquents chez les enfants autochtones que chez les autres
enfants canadiens. Paralldlement, les ressources dont dispose le Canada
ne lui ont pas encore permis de répondre entidrement aux besoins
particuliers des enfants de familles 34 faible revenu, des enfants
d'immigrants et des enfants handicapés. ‘ _

Le Canada a beau appuyer un certain nombre de -services de
garderie, il existe encore des familles dont les besoins en la matiére ne
sont satisfaits qu'en partie ou pas du tout. La nécessité d'offrir des
services de garderie variés se fait de plus en plus pressante, d'autant
plus que la composition des fanilles canadiennes change alors que les
femmes sont de plus en plus nombreuses 3 occuper des emplois rénumériés.

Le Canada a mis en place des. lois et un réseau de services
orientés vers la protection des enfants victimes de négligence ou d'abus
physiques, saxuels ou psychologiques. ~Mais il faut insister sur la
prévention pour .que tous les enfants soient 3 l'abri de ce genre de
menaces. Dans le néme ordre Ad'idGes, il Yaut trouver des moyens
appropriés pour répondre aux besoins , dss jhgng?_;uguqurs qui deviennent
des "enfants des rues". LT R ' ' .

Le Canada doit absolument étre en mesurs de réduire davantage le
taux de traumatismes chez les’ cntaﬁggi,w Du reste, nous devons nous
attaguer sans délai au problime des aniint “gui. paissent avec le SIDA.’ Le
Canada ' doit, seul et en collaboration avec d'autres pays, prendre des
mesures de protection de 1l'environnement pour que nos snfants puissent
grandir dans un monde moins pollué.

_ Notre attantion ne se limite pas 2 notre situation nationale.
Les Canadiens ont & coeur le bien-étre des' enfants od qu'ils soient. Le
canada est fermement résolu 2 appuyer et & promouveir les efforts
d'envergure internationale qui sont déployés pour répondre aux besoins
fondamentaux des enfants dans les pays en développemant sur le plan de la
santé, de l'éducation et de 1l'alimentation. Avec d'autres paliers de
gouvernement et les organisations non - ‘gouvernementales intéressées, le
Canada consacrera au cours des <cing prochaines années environ deux
milliards de dollars - canadiens - i 1l'allégement des souffrances dans le
monde entier. Le fait que nous soyons 1'un des six pays promoteurs du
Sommet mondial témoigne de cet engagement envers le bien-étre de tous les

enfants de la planite.

Le Scmmet mondial pour les enfants offre au Canada l'occasion de
réitérer la promesse gqu'il a faite de relever ces diéfis et d'autres .
sncore. J'espére que les leaders réunis au Sommet feront une large place
a4 leur désir d'accélérer le progrés social en souscrivant aux principes
d'humanité, de tolérance et de Jjustice dont s'inspire la Convention
relative aux droits de 1l'enfant. Mon gouvernement s'occupera des
procédures juridiques aexigées par notre systéme fédéral en vue d'une
ratification rapide de la Convention.
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Santiago, 22 de septiembre de 1990

Excenlentisimo Sefior

James P. Grant

Director Ejecutivo del Fondo de las Naciones Unidas
para la Infancia (UNICEF)

Nueva York

Con motivo de la celebracidn de la Cuambre Mundial de la
Infancia reciba Vuestra Excelencia nuestro mensaje de apoyo y
compromiso con esta inicilativa, que por su significado vy
proyecciones estamos ciertos se constituird en un ejemplo que
sabrin valorar las generaciones del futuro, nuestro nifios de

hoy.

Para mi gobierno es un asunto prioritario el promover y
cautelar los intereses de los nifios, asi como su derecho
inalienable al mis pleno desarrollo de sus capacidades y
potencialidades. La salud y el bienestar del hombre son los
objetives primordiales del desarrolle, ocuparse de la salud de
los nifios es una contribucién directa al . desarrollo
socioeconSmico, puesto que la salud del nifio es la clave de la
salud del adulto.

Nuestro pais exhibe una larga historia de preocupacién
por la salud del nifio y de la mujer. Es asi como las altas
coberturas alcanzadas por sus prograsas materno-infantiles, se
reflejan en la tendencia sostenida de mejoramiento de los
indicadores biomédicos, independiente de las condiciones
sociales, econdmicas y politicas que ha experisentado el pais
en los iltimos afios.

Sin embargo, no puede dejar de mencionarse el impacto que
la crisis econdmica que ha vivido el pais ha tenido en las
condiciones de vida de las familias de los grupos mis
desposeidos, lo que ha repercutido particularmente en los nifios
que pertenecen 2 familias marginales, rurales, que viven bajo
condiciones precarias, lo que los hace ads vulnerables desde
el punto de vista biolbgico y psicosocial.

La crisis econémica también se ha reflejado en una
reduccidn importante del gasto piblico en salud, lo que ha
impactado negativamente en los niveles de atencién de salud de
mayor complejidad, ocasionando en los Gltimos afios una
tendencia al deterioro de algunos indicadores como mortalidad
infantil y, particularmente, un componente de esta: la
mortalidad neonatal.



£l gobierno de Chile estf adecuando las politicas de salud
a una nueva realidad, considerando que todavia el sistema
estatal de salud es responsable de la atencidn de la mayor
parte de la poblacién y que este aismo sistema ha tenido
deterioros de inversidn durante los dGltimos afios que ponen en
peligro la calidad de sus servicios y la accesibilidad de estos
a la poblacién.

Por este motivo las estrategias generales de los programas
de salud materno/infantil se orientarén en el mediano plazo en
los siguientes sentidos:

- Estimular y fortalecer las actividades de promocién de la
salud, participacién comunitaria y coordinacién
intersectorial. ' )

- Disminuir los vacios de cobertura, integrande al sistema de
salud a aquellos grupos ‘de alta ruralidad y marginales

urbanos. :

- Mejorar la calidad de atencién proporcionada en los distintos
niveles, mediante la capacitacidn del recursc humane y la
implementacidén y equipamiento blsico de los establecimientos
de salud.

- Concentrar y focalizar los esfuersos de aquellas ireas
- geogrificas con peores indicadores y de “mayor riesgo
biomédico y socioecondmico. ‘

El gobierno chileno considera como necesidades
prioritarias de los nifios, la proteccién de su salud, acceso
a la educacidn, vivienda y nutricién adecuadas.

En esta reunién renovamos nuestro compromiso con UNICEF
y con todos quienes comparten la declaracifn de los Derechos
del Nifio y hacemos votos porque ella sea una realidad
devolviendo un mundo bueno a quienes son la esperanza de un
mundo mejor.

Me valgo de esta oportunidad para reiterarle a Vuestra
Excelencia las seguridades de mi més alta y distinguida
consideracién.

PATRICIO AYLWIN AZO
residente de la Repiblica Chile



REPUBLICA DE CHILE
MINISTERIO DE RELACIONES EXTERIORES
MISION PERMANENTE ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS
808 UNITED MATIONS PLAZA-4TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017

The government of Chile is adaptlng its health policies to a
new reality. It is taking into account the fact that the State
health system is still responsible for attending to the needs of
a majority of our population, while this very system has in
recent years suffered cutbacks that have endangered the quality
and accessibility of its services.

Therefore, the general strategies of our maternal health and
child survival programs will be oriented, for the medium term, in
the following directions:

~ To stimulate and reinforce activities of
health promotion, community participation and
inter-sectoral coordination.

- To reduce gaps in coverage by integrating
into the health system the populations of
remote rural areas and the urban fringe.

- To improve the quality of attention provided
at the various levels by training personnel,
and by improving implementation and the basic
equipment of health care establishments.

- To concentrate and focus our efforts on the
regions with the worst indicators and the
greatest biomedical and socio-economic risk
factors.

The Chilean Government considers that the highest-priority
needs of children are protection of their health, and access to
adequate education, housing and nutrition.

At this meeting we renew our commitment to UNICEF and to all
who share in the Declaration of Children’s Rights, and convey our hope

and desire to make that a reality, rendering a good world to those
who are the hope of a better world.

I take this opportunity send you my very best wishes.

PATRICIO AYLWIN AZOCAR
President of the Republic of Chile
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MESSAGE

Comme tous les enfants des pays du Tiers Monde,
1'enfant ivoirien rencontre de nombreux problé&mes qui ont
pour noms:

- Mortalité néonatale et infantile élevée (110 o/to);
- Mauvais encadrement et malnutrition des enfants

de moins de 5 ans, causés en grande partie par le bas niveau
de vie et l'insuffisance de l'éducation de base des parents;

- Déscolarisation précoce ocu non scolarisation pour
de nombreux enfants:

- Entrée précoce dans la vie active sans qualification

etc.

En Cdte d'Ivoire: le Gouvernement conscient d'une
part, de tous les problémes révélés par des analyses menées
tant par les Autorités politigues et administratives (départements
ministériels), que par des Organismes Non Gouvernementaux,
des Organismes privés, met en oceuvre plusieurs stratégies
en faveur de la survie, du développement harmonieux et de

la protection de l'enfant.

Conscient d'autre part, du 901ds démographlque des
enfants dans la population totale ivoirienne (les enfants
de 0 3 19 ans font présde 75 % de la populatlon), le Gouver-

nement ivoirien lui accorde une attention particuliére.

Afin de donner la chance & chaéue enfant non seulement
de vivre, mais aussi de bénéficier des meilleures conditions
de vie, la Cote d'Iv01re a toujours adhéré et appliqué les
différents programmes initiés par les Organlsmes internationaux
en faveur des enfants, et mis en place au sein de plus1eurs

Ministd3res, des programmes spécifiques & l'enfant.

La survie des enfants dépend aussi et surtout des

moyens dont les parents disposent pour les entretenir.

ceefeee



La CBte d'Ivoire a toujours pratiqué un "SOCIAL HARDI"
dans le but de la promotion humaine. Les Minist&res 3 caractére
social: Santé, Education Nationale, Promotion de la femme
et autres, ont toujours bénéficié du soutien indéfectible
du Gouvernement sur le plan budgétaire, et ce malgré, la

crise de plus en plus aigué.

La survie des enfants étant liée aux conditions de
vie des mé&res, plusieurs actions spécifiqueé sont menées
en faveur des femmes: surveillancessanitaires, (maternité
sans risques, espacement des naissances), projets de développement
propres aux femmes afin de leur assurer des activités génératrices

de revenus.

En ce qui concerne les enfants, sur le plan sanitaire,
les prestations dans les domaines de la vaccination, la surveil-
lance nutritionnelle (y compris 1'allaitement maternel),
la prévention et le traitement des diarrhées, etc... ont
é+é renforcéds au cours de la derni@re décennie avec l'aide
d'organismes internationaux tels que 1'UNICEF, 1'USAID, le
FNUAP etc.

P

Sur le plan social, l1'éducation pour tous pratiquée
par le Minist3re de la Promotion de 1la Femﬁefeq direction
des m&res, vise 3 leur donner les bases nécessaires pour

mieux répondre aux besoins des enfants.

Au Ministére de la Jeunesée, des Spéfts et des Affaires
Sociales, la lutte contre toutes les formes de marginalisation,
notamment les handicaps des enfants et délinguance juvénile,
la généralisation de 1l'éducation préscolaire dans le but
d'une prise en charge globale (sanitaire, éducative, nutritionnelle,
cognitive etc...) de 1l'enfant de 0 & 7 ans sont des objectifs
prioritaires. ‘

Sur le plan judiciaire, l'enfant délinquant, bénéficie
de conditions particuli&res, tant sur le plan du jugement

gue de la détention.

La Cdte d'Ivoire ne peut gu'adhérer sans réserve 3 la con-

vention des Droits de l'enfant. C'est pourquoi elle l'a ratifiée

le 29 septembre 199%0.
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REPLUBLICA DE CUSA
PRESIDENTE QEL CONSEJQ OE ESTADC Y DEL GUSBERNC

La Habana, 22 de septiembre de 1990

Excelencias:

Cuando meses atrds conocl directamente del sefion James P. Grant,
Director Ejecutive del UNICEF, £a iniciativa de un grupe de distinguidos
Jefes de Estado y Gobierno, apoyada con emtusiasmo por el UNICEF, para
La convocatoria de una Cumbre Mundial sobre £a Ingancia, expresé mi
criternio de que una reunifn semejante domstitwinia un hecho de extraon-
dinarnia trascendencia y aleance para fa comunidad internacional, y que
Cuba brindanfa su mds activo concuwso a §in de garantizar el mayor
éxito de sus deliberaciones. La nazdn de éite {mmediato apoyo era
nuestra certeza de que, a pesar def ingente esfuernzo y La Lucha
pemanente sostenida pon el UNICEF, la OMS, La FAO, fa UNESCO y otnas
agencias de fas Naciones Unidas, y de Los impontantes avances alcanzados
en alguncs aspectos relacionados con fa situacidn de La nifiez a escala
mundial, era evidente una tendencia general onientada hacia el agrava-
mien{o de Los principales aspectos relacionados con La vida, el
desanrnollo y el futuno de Los niitos en el mundo. o ’

Los detallados documentos elaborados para esta conferencia recogen
clanamente el univenso de problemas ‘qué deben ser abordados. La
ratificacibn y prbxima entrada en vigor de La Convencifn de Los Derechos
~del Nifio constituye un hecho de enoue trascendentia jurfdica, moral y
humana, y sienta Las bases de un futurc mejor para La ingancia.

La actual tendencia hacia el acercamiento y La colaboraciln entre Las
mayores pofencias, con Los consiguientes pasos en direceibn al desaume,
La reversidn de La carera mm.t%a y fa puLb,Le,&;educaJn de Los

Los militanes, permiten v.islumbran perspectiva de que iuna parte
gt?m cuantiosos necurnsos dedicados hasta hoy a esos gag.tttoa puedan ser
finatmente Liberados part el desarrollo def Tencer Mundo y, por tanto,
para el alivio de fa situacifn de La infancia.

Sin duda, La grave situacidn econdmica def mundo subdesarollado es
fa causa esencial de La persistencia y progresdiva -agudizacidn de Las
ternibles condiciones de vida de cientos de millones de nifios, y
constituye, al mismo Liempo, el principal obstdeulo en el camino para

Excmo. Sn. Brian Mulroney
Pruimer Ministno de Canadd .

Exemo. Sn. Moussa Traorné
Presidente de Mall

Co-Presidentes de La Cumbre Mundial para La Injancia
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salin de tan drnamdtico estado de cosas. Resulta obvio que sin una
profunda transformacidn del onden econfmice internacional vigente y,
puincipatmente, sin La desapariciln de La carga insopontable de fa
deuda externa de fLos palses subdesanrollados, muy poco podnd avanzarse
en La solucibn efectiva y duradera de Los problemas de La nifiez en

el mundo subdesavrollado.

No obstante, independientemente de esia realidad determinante, estamos
convencidos de que es posible aleanzan Los objetivos propuesitos en Los
documentos de fLa Cumbre, 84 e cuenta con La voluntad polltica de Los
gobiernos para hacer efectiva fa prionidad neconocida a £os problemas
de La infancia, 84 se Logna La necesarnia concentacidn de esfuerzos, se
garantiza una generosa colfaboracidn inlernacional y se instwmenta una
‘onganizacibn eficiente de Los programas y La imprescindible asesonia
por parte de Las agencias especializadas de fas Naciones Unidas.

Nuestrho pals asigna especial .impontancia a &a colaboracibn internacional,
EL hecho de que mds de 100 mil profesionales y Zéonicos civiles en
diferentes campos hayan ofrecido sus servicios gratuifos en mds de

. 30 patses def Tercer Mundo en Los ditimes 15 afcs, y que se hayan
graduado en Cuba mifes de médicos, ingenienos y iéenicos procedentes
de es0s palses, nefleja nuestra voluntad y disposicidn.

Deseamos expresar que, en este sentido, junto a su mds decidida vofuniad
de cooperacidn, Cuba pone a plena disposicibn del UNICEF y de Los palses
que Lo nequienan su expeniencia, sus resultados, sus Logros cientlficos
y teenolfgicos y, sobre todo, Lo mds uaﬁo&adguzfuzmoa, nuiesdnos
téenicos y profesdionales. Con ese espinitu (ento compromiso
decidida colaboracidn, deseo patentizar La finme voluntad del puebg;o
cubano y del Gobienno de La Repdblica de Cuba de. coniribuir con Lodas
sus enengfas y en todo el aleance de sus posibilidades a fa cabal
nealizacibn de Los nobles propdsitos que inspiraran la convecatoria

de esta neunifn, y al mds exitoso cumplimiento de Las metas y objetivos
trazados en ella. '.

Ruego a ustedes recibin el testimonio de mi mayon consideracibn.

sl

del Castroe Ruz -
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Mipeaunent Mamm

CompeacenaTeN BCEMUDHOrO COBEMAaHUA
2 BEpPXax 7O BONPOCY OeTCTBA.

fipeBOCxOAKTEALCTRAL

Hecxonako Mecfinen HAJAN, XOr'RA A Y3IHaR HENOCPEACTBEHHO OT
HenonHuTensHoro pupextopa OHHCE?, rocnonwua Oxefimca I1. TpauTa,
© nonnepxaMHoll ¢ 3Hr&3uaauon DHACE® HHUUMaTHBe TDYNNH BHIHEX
raap rocynapcTs H NPABHTENLCTE A0 COINEY BCEMMPHOrO COBEMAHHA
B Bepxax MO BOMPOCY OEeTCTBA, A BHCKA3an CBOe MHEHHE O TON, 4TO
Taxoe copemaHue GyneT MMETE YDE3BHYAAHO BaxHoe K MmacmTabHoe
3HAYeHHEe ONA MupoBoro cooblmecTsa, M 4yTo KyGa sHeceT CBOR camufl
aKxTHBHHRA Bxnan ang ofecnedeHUA HanGoNbEeEro ycnexa B OHCKYCCHAX.
TlosonoM ONM HeMeaneHHOR noanepxyu CHa Hawa YBPEPEHHOCTS B TOM,
qro; HECMOTPA Ha OrpoOMHbNE YCHAKA M NOCTORHHYD Gopely NOHECKO,
BO3, ®AO, DHHCE® u mpyrux oprasusaumil OSbenuHeHHHx Hammfi, M Ha
3HAYMTENbHHE YyCNeXH, OOCTHIHyTHe IO Hexoropuu'ionpocau. can3aH~-
HbiM ‘c MonOXeHHEM peTeil 8 MHPOBOM uacmraﬁe. crana O4YeBURHOR
oﬁnas TeHOEHUMA K YXYOMEHUD ocnosﬂnx acnexTos XM3HH, PAIBHTHA
U Gynywero nerefl B uupe. "

letTansHhe OOKYMEHTH, paspaSoTaHHne 3TOR opranulauned x
COBEMAHMD YeTKO OoTpaxant xpyr aonpocon. xoropue JOMKHH OHTSL
saTpoHyTH. Paruduxkaunwa " lxon l cuny B cxépou ppeMeny KoHBEHUHH
¢ npapax pebeHKa ABAAETCA COGKHTHEM OrPOMHOIO DPHAMYECKOro,
HPABCTBEHHOIO # FYMaHHOI'O 3HAYEHMA H JaKAaONBaET OCHOBH Ayumero
Gynymero nRnAa oetei. o

HEHORHAA TeHOSHUMA X COAMKSHW H COTPYRHWYECTBY MEeXAOy
KpynHefuuMKU NepXaBaMH, COOTBETCTBYDEME MArM MO NyTH K pa3opyxe-
HUD, NPERCTEPANMEHHD OHKH BOCPDYXEHHI? H BO3MOXHHE COKDaMEeHHA
BOGHHHX DACXONOB NO3ROAADT BHOSTh TAKYD MEPCNEXTHRY, 4TO 4HacTh
FPOMANHHX CPEeACTS, SHWOEfNAEMHX [0 CHX OP OAA BOEHHHX uened,
cMOXeT GLIThL HAKOHE! BHCBOGOXIEHZ NMA pasBUTHA TpeThero uHpa,

W TeMm cambiM, ONA OGNErdYeHUR MONIOXEHHA OeTeR.
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BEe3 cOMHeHHH, TAXeNnoe 3KOHOMHYECKOE MNONCXSHHEe Hemopas-
BHTOI'C MHDA ABAAETCA OCHOBHOR NMPHYMHOA COXPAMADNMMXCH U
MOCTENeHHO YXYAUMADMMXCHA VXACHMX YCIOBHH XHU3HH COTHH MWUTHOHOB
meTell ¥ B TO Xe BpeNA OCTAETCH I'TARHOR Nperpanod #H€a nyt# K
BHXOXY U3 CTOMb NPAMATHYECKOro MOACKEHMS fAeN. BrnonHe ACHO,
4To §e3 raySokux mpeolpa’oBaHHR CYMecTByDHMerc MeXOyHapOIHOr o
3XOHOMHYECKOr'® NOPANKa, OCOGeHHO $€3 ANKBUOALMM HEBNHOCHMOTO
SpeMeHy BHEMHEH 3ANOIMEHHOCTH HEOOPa3BUTHX CTpaH GyHmeT coBCeM
He3HAYHTENbLHEM MPOABHEEHHME N0 NYTH K 3QPEKTHBHOMY K IPOHHOMY
paspemeHUn NpoGneM OeTCTRA B HEINODA3IBHTOM MHpe.

OnHaxo, HE3&BHCHMMO OT TaKOR onpenehnnuen PeAnsHOCTH, MH
yGexnexHs B TOM, 4YTO AOCTHREHME HAMEYEHHHX B AOKYMEHTAX K
COBemAHHE B BepXax uesnefl POIMOXHO, €CHM pACHONaraTe MMOAMTH-
yecxoit Bonefl NpPABHTEnRscTE anna ofecnedewun NPUAIHAHHOA DpUOpHu=-
TeTHOCTH mMpobnem neTdTRa, AOGHTHCH HEOGXOOMMOre COrNacOBaHHA
YCHAUA, TAPaHTHPOBATE WEAPOe MEeXQYyHapOOHOe cogedcTaue, obechne-
yuTe PPEXTHBHYD OPraHM3IAUMD RPOrpaMM M HeolXOOUMYyD TeXHHYe-
CKyD NOMONMS CO CTOPOHE CEUHANH3IMPOBAHHEX 6prunuaaunn
OSpenuuennux Hai. ‘ .

Hama cTpaHa yxenaer ocoloe BHHMAHHE Ieny MeXNyHapomoHOro
coTpyaHnuecTea. ToT $axT, 4TO 38 ndcnéggyg,zs_ner 6onpme cTa
THCAY TPAXOAHCKHUX CMeUUAMHCTOR M Texﬂuxoh‘;aanuqnux oTpacneit
oKa3upany 6e3BO3Me3OHO CBOM yCAyru B QOgeetqeulrpunuaru
cTpasax TpeTserc mHMpa, H 4TO THCRYH spaqeﬁ.'naxeuepoa M
CTIemManMCTOR M3 3THX CTpaH ofyvanmucs Ha KyGe, sasnaercs
CBHASTENLCTEBOM Hameit BOAM U CTREMACHMA.

B ¢BR3HM C 3THM, MH xowun'saséurb. H?bfuapany ¢ cTpemne-
HMEM K COTpYAHu4ecTBY, Kyfa npefocTaBfAAeT B MOAHOE pacnopAXeHHe
DHYCE® ¥ HyXIaDMMXCA CTP&H, CBOH ONHT, peaynbraru. ﬂayquo-'
TEXHOMOrUMYSCKHE [NOCTHMXEHHR, H OCOLGEHHO, caMOe LUEHHOe, 4YTO ¥
HAC €CTh ~ CROMX CHeHManucTos. B Taxom ayxe oTkpuTOre ofaAsza-
TERLMCTEA H IMOTOBHOCTH K COTDYRHMMECTBY, :RSIAD NOOTBEPAWUTL '
pPeMUTEALHYD BOAK KYSHHCKOro Hapona u [lpasuTtenscTaa PecrnyGnMKH
KySa noMous BCeMu CHRAMM H B Npenenax CROHX BG3IMOXHOCTeR neny
nonHo# peanuaauuu GAAropoAHHX LeNeH, KOTOPHMH WHCIHMPHPOBAH
CO2NE COBEmMaHuA, M CnocobSCBOBATSH YCNENMHOMY BHIIOMHEHMD . N0 (JIXAAM.

CBMIeTeNsCTBYD BaM CBO0e MNO4YTEeHHE.

¢unens Kactpo Pyc

rasaHa, 22 ceHTRAGpA 1990 r,
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Havana, September 22, 1990

His Excellencies,

A few months ago, when I learned directly from Mr. James P.
Grant, Executive Director of UNICEF, about the initiative of
a distinguished group of Heads of State and Government,
enthusiastically supported by UNICEF, to convene a World
summit for Children, I expressed my view that such a meeting
would be an extremely trascendental and far-reaching event
for the international community, and that Cuba would offer
its active cooperation to guarantee the success of its
deliberations. The reason for that immediate support was our
conviction that, in spite of the strenuous efforts and
permanent struggle by UNICEF, WHO, “FAO, UNESCO, and other
United Nation's agencies, ‘as well as the important
achievements attained in some aspects related to the
situation of children the world over, -a.general trend had
become obvious toward the worsefiing of“the main features
concerning the life, development and future of childrena in
the world. ' o E R - ‘

¢ L edr )
The thorough documents prepared for this tonference, clearly
portrait the universe of problems to be tackled. The
ratification and enforcement, in a nesr future, of the
Convention on the Rights of Children constitutes an event of
snocrmous legal, moral, and humans trascendence setting the
foundations for a better future for children.

The present trend towards rapprochement and cooperation
between the two major powers, .and the .subseguent steps in
the direction of disarmament, the revarsal of the arms race
and the possible reduction of military expenses, suggest the
prospect of a portion of the enormous resources presently
spent on these being finally released for the development of
the Third World and, therefore, for the relief of the
situation of children. S NI s LR & % 18

Undoubtedly, the serious economic situation in the
underdeveloped world is the fundamental cause for the
persistant and progressive aggravation of the terrible living
conditions of hundreds of millions of children, at the same
time it represents the main obstacle in the road towards
leaving this dramatic predicament behind. 1It is obvious
that, without a profound transformation of the existing
international economic order, and mainly without the removal
of the unbearable burden of the external debt from the

H.E. Brian Mulroney
Prime Minister of Canada

H.E. Moussa Traoré
President of Mali

Co-Chairmen of the World Summit for Children
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underdeveloped countries, very little will bé_attained as
far as an effective and lasting solution is concerned to the
problems of children in the undagqayaloped world.

However, this determining reality notwithstanding, we are
convinced that it is possible to reach the objectives
fogstered in the documents of this Summit, if the Governments
have the political will to give the problems of children
their acknowledged priority, if the necessary coordination of
efforts is achieved and a generous international .cooperation
obtained, and if an efficient organisation of the programmes
is achieved with the indispensable advisory of the
specialized agencies of the United Natious.. ..

Our country considers international cooperation to be of
particular importance. The fact that over 100 thousand
professionals and civilian technicians in different fields
have offered their services free of charge to over 30
countries in the Third World in the last 25 years, and that
thousands of medical doctors, engineers and technicians from
those countries have graduated in Cuba,.are _,g%_;geﬂection of
our will and readiness. S

In this connection, we wish to exprsss that, together with
4ts most determined willingness to cogperate, -Cuba places at
the disposal of UNICEF and the countries which require it,
its experience, its results, its technological and. o
scientific achievements, and above all, what is most
valusble: our technicians and professionals. .-It is with
this spirit of open commitment and resolute cooperation that
I wish to manifest the firm will of the Cuban pec¢ple, and
the Government of the Republic of Cuba, to contribute with
all energy and to the maximum of its capabilities to the
full realisation of the noble purposes which have inspired
the convening of this meeting, and.to the most successful
fulfillment of the goals and objectives set by it.

Please accept the assurances 6f my highest consideration.

Fidel Castro Ruz

President of the Council of State

and Chairman of the Council of Ministers
Republic of Cuba



L'Havane, 22 septembra 1990

Excallences, .

Lorsque M. James P. Grant, Directeur Exécutif de 1'UNICEF,
m'a communiqué lui-méme il y a guelques mois, l'initiative
=d’'un groupe d'éminents chefs d'Etats et des Gouvernements,
soutenue avec enthousiasme par 1'UNICEF- de convogquer un
sommet mondial sur l'Enfance, j'al manifesté l'avis, qu'une
réunion de ce genre constituirait un fait d'une importance
et portée extraordinaires pour la communauté internaticnale
et que Cuba offrirait son plus fort concours afin d'assurer
le plus grand succés de ces déliberations. La raison de ce
soutien immédiat répond A notre certitude que malgré
l'enorme effort consenti et la lutte permanente menée i bien
par 1'UNICEF, 1'0OMS, la FAO, 1'UNESCO et d'autres agences
des Nations Unies, et en dépit de remarguables acquis
attéints dans certains aspects 1liés & la situation de
1l'enfance au niveau international; i1 était évident
l'existance 4'ung tendance générale aggravant les conditions
fondamentales concernants la vie, le développement et

l'avenir des enfants dans le monde.

Les documents minutieusement elaborés pour cette Conférence
réflétent clairement l1l'univers de problimes gui doivent &tre
abordés. La ratification et la prochaine entrée en vigueur
ds la Convention de Droits de l'Enfant constituent un fait
d'une enorme transcendance juridique, morale e humaine
Jettant ainsi les bases pour un msilleur avenir de
1'enfance. :

La tendance actuelle de rapprochement et de coopération
entre les grandes puissances, accompagnée-de démarches
données visant le desarmement, le renversement de la course
_aux armements et la possible réduction de dépenses
‘militaires, laissent entrevoir la perspective qu'une partie
de considérables ressources consacrées jusqu'a nos jours a
ces dépenses, pourraient #trs detournées enfin pour le
dévéloppement du Tiers Monde et donc pour alléger la
situation de 1l'enfance.

Nul ne doute que la grave situation économique du monde
sous développé est la cause essentielle de la persistance et
progressive accantuation de terribles conditions de vie de
centaines de millions d'enfants et qu'elle est aussi, le
principal obstacle auquel nous nous affrontons pour sortir
de cet état de choses dramatigue. Il est évident que sans
une transformation profonde de l'ordre é&conomigue
international en vigueur et surtout sans la disparition du
fardeau insupportable de la dette exteridure des pays sous
développés, trés peu pourra &tre fait en faveur d'une
solution efficace et durable des problémes de 1'enfance dans
le monde sous développé.

S.E. M. Brian Mulroney, Premier Ministre du Canada
S.E. M. Moussa Traoré, Président du Mali

Co-Prégsidents du Sommet Mondial sur 1'Enfance



Cependant, indépendamment de cette réalité determinante nous
sommes convencus qu'il est possible d'atteindre les
objectifs fixés dans les documents du Sommet, d'exister la
volonté politique des Gouvernements pour rendre effective la
priorité reconnue aux problémes concernant l'enfance, de
parvenir A4 la concertation nécessaire d'efforts, d'assurer '
un génereuse coopération internationale et d'appliquer une
organisation efficace des programmes avec l'indispensable
assistance des agences spécialigées das Nations Unies.

Notre pays accorde particulidére’ importance A& la coopération
internationale et les 100 mille professionnels et
techniciens civils offrant leurs services gratuitement dans
plus de 30 pavs du Tiers Monde au cours de ces derniadres 25
années, ainsi que les milliers de médicins, ingénieurs et
techniciens provenants de ces pays ayant recu leurs dipldmes
4 Cuba, en temoignent notre volonté et notre disposition.

Nous voudrions dans ce sens, manifester notrs volonté de
coopération plus résolue, Cuba met & la totale disposition
de 1'UNICEF —et des pays qui en auraient bescins— son
expérience, ses resultats, ses acquis scientifiques et
technologiques, pt surtout, ce que nous avons de plus
préciesux: nos techniciens et professionnels. Dans cet
esprit de véritable sngagement et de coopération déterminde,
Je voudrais exprimer la ferme volonté du peuple cubain et du
Gouvernement de la République de Cuba de contribuer avec
toutes saes energies et possibilités, 4 la réalisation des
nobles objetifs qu'ont inspirés la convocation de cette
réunion, aingi qu'ad l'exécution de ses buts.

Je vous prie, veillez accepter le temoignage de ma plus
haute considération. ) . i

Fidel Castro Ruz

Président du Conseil A'Etat
et du Conseil de Minigtres
de la République de Cuba
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Message of the President of the Czech and Slovak Federal
Republic to the participants of the World Summit for Children
taking place in. New York on 29 - 30 September 1990

- - — -——

The World Summit for Children convenes really at the historic
moment when the world is not any more divided into two antagonistic
opposite sides. We are living through an.unrepeatable period which
the future generations will most likely mark as the turning point
in the development of human society. In contrast to the past,
however, this revolutionary change is not smeared with the blood
of thousands, sometimes millions of dead people:'The present stage
is marked by the rising predominance of spirit over rough force,

a retreat from confrontation, seeking and finding ways towards
mutual understanding. Awareness of joint responsibility for the
fate of our planet and humankind as such is being borne.

Unfortunately, even today there are adventurers who try violently
and for the price of numerous human sacrifices to press their life
philosophy on others, to push throﬁgh their egoistic interests. But
the world today stands united in understanding that even lofty humane
goals - let them be just proclaimed or perhaps considered sincerely -
cannot be pushed through to the detriment_of_others.,

One of the key tasks of the World Summit for Children is
to create preconditions for a worldwide effective application
of the principles contained in the Conventlon on the nghts of
‘the Child. Survival, development and the protertlon of children,
these are the fundamental postulates, the strlct cbservance of which
must become a point of personal honour of every one of us, but of

the international community as a whole too.

Obviously, there is not a single country on this planet that
could responsibly claim that it has successfully and definitively
solved the problem of harmonious development of its child population.
There always will be something to improve. In no case, however, should
anybody be satisfied with reaching the internationally recognized



standards of children's conditions of life, and feverish activity
should appear wherever the basic needs of children have not yet

been successfully provided for.

Today, especially the so-called South remains such a place.
Solving the abysmal differences between the poor South and the
advanced North must become the priority of our endeavours. Every
country certainly bears full respon51b111ty for the s;tuaélon of
its children nevertheless, we all should feel collectlvely responsible
for the conditions under which the young generatlon of the nineties
will grow up in the countries of the South.

Here we have to admit that the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic
has so far only little joined these new streams in the global
relationships. No wonder when only ten months ago Czechoslovakia was
ruled by a regime which stuck to the principle of confrontation until
its very last moments. The mortal convulsions of the old regime did
enable the advance of humanism and development of real collaboration
in diametrically different conditions, but we have been learning to
adopt an active approach towards worldwide universal problems less
than a year, too short a time to correct the mistakes made in the

past few decades.

As President of the CSFR I have_the"hdhbﬁrmdf assuriﬁg the other -
participants of this unprecedented forum that Czechoslovakia is'fully
aware of its responsibility for the course of events on this planet
of ours and that it is prepared to share in thej_diaibgue of all
sides of the world, disregarding the-obligatiohs‘iééhing'frdm it
and the multitude of our internal problemé which must be solved
simultaneously. The future of the world's children is worth our

AR

preferential attention.
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(Translaticn)

World Summit for Children
New York

On the occasion of the convocation of the World Summit for children at
the United Nations Headquarters in New York, we would like to extend our
warmest congratulations on behalf of the Chinese Goverrment and people
including over 300 million children.

We are pleased to note that Heads of State or Govermment arcund the
world and their representatives are gathering in New York for discussions
devoted to children. Children are budding flowers of the society and in them
liethefumreofmaxﬂdndardﬂlehopeofitssocialpmgressaIﬂecozmic
prosperity. Therefore, the present World Sumeit for Children is of great
significance. Only when the healthy growth and all-around development of
children are ensured, can the world better meet challenges in the 21st
century. This is a matter of vital and lasting importance to human society.
We hope that the international commmity would show special concern for
children in the developing countries and create favourable conditions for
their survival and development. ’

Children in China account for 30 per cent of the country’s population
and one sixth of the world’s total. The Chinese Govermment has always shown
great concern for children and developed various programmes benefitting
children. Over the past 40 years since the founding of New China, the state
of children’s health, nutrition, education and welfare as well as health care
for mothers and children have been improved notably. The Chinese Goverrment
has paid special attention to children’s basic education and immmization. It
is exerting consistent efforts to basically make nine-year compulsory
education universal. By the end of 1988, China’s immmization coverage for
children reached 85 per cent at the provincial level and is now working hard
for 85 per cent at county level by the end of 1990. The Chinese Govermment
will continue to do its utmost to ensure the healthy growth of our children on

the vast expanse of the country.



For years, the United Nations Children’s Fund has done a great deal of
useful work for the well-being of children around the world, and enhanced the
awareness of the importance of the work concerning children on the part of
various countries and promoted intermational cooperation in this regard.
UNICEF’s cooperation with China has also been most fruitful and satisfactory.

We are confident that as a result of the World Summit for Children,
attention to the survival, protection and development of children. We wish
the Sumit a complete success. Mearmhile, we wish also to take this
opportunity to pay our tribute to the relevant govermments, internmational
agencies and persons concerned for their contributicns to the initiating and -
preparation of the Summit.

YANG Shangkun
.President of the Pecple’s
Republic of China

LI Peng
Pram.erofthestatecnmll of

the Peaple’s Republic of china

Beijing, 29 September 1990
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NATIONAL PAPER OF THE DEMOCRATIC

It is one of the most prime undertakings of the governments and the
unanimous desire of the world people heading for a civilized new world to
protect the children, the future of mankind, legally and ensure their rights.

In the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea “children are the kings
of the country” and all the children are brought up at state and public

expense.

There are nurseries and kindergartens in every place where children
are such as town, farm village, factory and enterprise etc. and social system
to educate and bring them up is well-established.

All pre-school children numbering 2.5 million across the country are
brought up and educated at the expense of state and society at over 60,000
nurseries and kindergartens.

The DPRK Supreme People’s Assembly adopted “The Democratic
People's Republic of Korea Law on Nursing and Upbringing of Children” in
April, 1976 which has further consolidated successes made in nursing and
upbringing of children and guaranteed their rights legally.

Our country has enforced universal compulsory primary education
system in 1956, universal compulsory secondary education system in 1958,
universal 9 year compulsory technical education system in 1967 and 11 year
universal compulsory education system in 1972. More than 5 million -
children equivalent to one quarter of its population are educated at the
11,200 schools at all levels at state and publ:c expense.

" The Government of the Democratnc People's Republic of Korea,
based on the superior policy of nursing and upbringing children pursued in
our country, has already ratified the convention on the Rights of Child
adopted 4t the General Assembly of the United Nations last year.

Our Government is expanding cooperation with the United Nations
Children’s Fund and other international organizations.

Experts’ Meeting on education and development of children was held
in our country from 3 to 8 of October 1987 under the sponsorship of
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UNICEF. At the meeting the successes and experiences made-by many
countries in the world in the work of nursing and upbringing of preschool
children were introduced and the methods for improvement of this work
exchanged. '

We are also developing cooperation with the international
organizations within the United Nations system, especially with UNICEF,
UNFPA and WHO through the exchange of missions and lectures and
seminars. :

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea Government will, in the
future, too, as in the past, continue to pay deep attention to nursing and
upbringing of children and further improve the nursing, upbringing and
elementary education of children in accordance with the developing new
requirement by consolidating the already gained successes and experiences.

Our Government renders active support to the strategies for children
in the 1990s adopted at the meeting of the Executive Board of UNICEF in
1989 and will do its utmost for its implementation.

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea will make every sincere
effort to make available to other countries the successes and experiences
gained in our country in cooperation with the international organizations
including UNICEF. :
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PERMANENT MISSION OF

DENMARK

TO THE UNITED NATIONS - 2 UNITED NATIONS PLAZA, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017 - TEL. {212} 308-7009

World Summit for Children
New York, September 29-30, 1990:
Message from Mr. Poul Schliiter,
Prime Minister of Denmark.

The World Summit for Children will hopefully provide a decisive
impetus for a concerted international effort for the improvement
of the lot of the World’s children. The participation of an
unprecedented number of Heads of State and Government at a point
of time when prospects for international cooperation have
1mproved considerably gives cause for optimism that progress in
improving the condition of children may accelerate.

The Summit is about children in all countrles. There is scope
for improvements everywhere. The Convention on the Rights of the
Child, adopted unanimously by the UN General Assembly, is
unlversal. Hopefully all countries will soon have ratlfled the
Convention. L e

While the consequences for children of , economic and social
development are generally only apparent in the short and medium
terms, the effects on children of internal strife or of wars are
immediate and immensely tragic. Not only may children be
unwilling participants in such conflicts, but the victims of war
among the civil populatlon w111 to a large extent be defenseless
children. .

Moreover the resources wasted on war oould have been put to
constructive use in favour of childra.m It is thought provoking
that at a p01nt of time, when the cold war is coming to an end,
UNDP has in its 1990 Human Development Report shown that mllltary
expenditure is increasing faster in developing countries than in
industrialized and fastest in the poorest countries.

Although the problems of children’s protection .and wellbeing are
global and no nation and no citizen can ever claim to have dealt
satisfactorily with them, there are among nations not merely
nuances, but serious differences in magnitude of the efforts and
resources required to deal with the needs of children. The lack
of resources in developing countries and hence their difficulties
in coping with the problems of children make it appropriate for
the Summit to focus on the needs 6f these countries.

As is the case with development problems in general there is no
substitute for national efforts. But the international community
can provide valuable supplements to these efforts. Development
assistance to economic and social progress in general will enable
developing countries to increase their efforts in favour of
children and improve the prospects for the lives of these
children and thus the future of the countries. Some development
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assistance focuses directly on children. This is especially
necessary in cases, where economic adjustment and reforms have
led to hardship, which may have serious consegquences for
children. In this connection UNICEF’s promotion of the concept
"adjustment with a human face" should be very much appreciated.

In the follow up to the Summit three areas should receive special
emphasis: sustainability, coordination and population policy.

International efforts, whether through multilateral or bilateral
assistance, must be fully integrated into the national institu-
tional framework of the recipient countries. Capacity building
must take precedence over immediate, but shortlived results. If
efforts are not geared to the condititshs _of the” *4ndividual
recipients, they will not be sustainable. ‘ _

The resources available must be used as effectively and effi-
ciently as possible. A prerequisite for this is that efforts are
fully coordinated. This is prinarily “the responsibility of
recipient countries, but the various parts of the UN system must
ensure that their efforts are complementary and that wasteful
competition is avoided. Donors, which fund the multilateral
programmes, and recipients, which benefit fron them, have a right
to demand this. ,

It is noted with satisfaction that UNICEF and UNFPA are to
undertake joint reporting on their assistance in the field of
population policy and family planning. Progress in this area is
crucial for ensuring economic and soc1a1 development and improved
conditions for children. o Ve

foomye S

In many countries, not least among the poorest, the population
explosion is the smngle most :hnportant obstacle for development.
If the growth rate in population is not reduced, these countries
will stand no chance of economic progress, and improvements in
health, nutrition and education of children cannot be but -
.narginal. In many countries “populatich "growth contributes
significantly to environmental degradation. Resources cannot keep
pace with population growth without severe damage to the
environment.

A decrease in birth rates alsoc has a dlIECt effect on the
conditions of the children. ¢hild spacing will mean better health
for the mothers and thus better care of their children. The same
amount of resources for children’s health and education can be
concentrated on a smaller number of children. This will mean
better health and higher standard of education for the children
that are born. And it will reduce infant mdértalfty and thus in
turn lead to a further decrease in the birth rate.

These three areas are, obviously, not the only ones, where
progress is needed. But they are areas, where international
awareness has not been sufficient to bring about enough results
to assure the world community that progress is being made.
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REPUBLIQUE DE DJIBOUTI
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PRESIDENCE DE LA REPUBLIQUE ,“ A ' o
................ q.l,*.’

MESSAGE PERSONNEL

DU PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE DJIBOUTI, CHEF DE GOUVERNEMEN
a l'occasion de 1a CONFERENCE au Sommet sur 1’ENFANCE

Depuis sa naissance, le 27 Juin 1977, notre
République s’est préoccupée d’atteindre 1’amélioration
de la condition de ses enfants en’ bas age, de ceux
abandonnés et d’autres dont la situation familiale
n‘aurait pas permis la survie,

La création de 1'Organisme “LA MERE et 1'ENFANT”
a 1'initiative de 1’'épouse du Chef de 1’Etat, avec la
participation, bénévole, de nombreuses personnalités
€trangéres et Djiboutiennes, et du soutien financier

S



des pays amis, a permis de soulager des miséres
nombreuses, puisque l‘effectif. actuel du-centre
se chiffre a quatre cents prises-enagharge,3~-o

Une deuxiéme opération différente de la
précédente, 1/ASSOCIATION NATIONALE DES JEUNES assure.
depuis bientot 14 années, 1a formation des enfants,
d’un age plus élevé, aux différentes.activités
nationales. | '

Par les moyens qui lui sont propres. la -
REPUBLIQUE DE DJIBOUTI ne peutffalre-mieux‘malére'
son désir de donner une dimension nouvelle & cette
entreprise ; elle estime cependant pouvoir y parvenir
avec la compréhension des dlfférentes organisations
concernées et le soutien des pays industrialisés,
sensibles & la misére d‘ailleurs.
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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Telephone: (212) 949-0853 : 820 Second Avenue
Ref. No:................ _ New York, N.Y. 10017

Dear Children of the World,
The 20th Century will go down in history as a very exciting one;
when the people of the world saw dramatic changes which resulted from

many challenges.

Every country has its own. peculiar problems and the needs of children
differ. However, there are some basic and common ideals which we all share
and these are the ideals which have been instrumental in setting the goals

‘for children in the 1990's.

I believe, that in the unfolding of history the World Summit for

Children will stand out in a very significant way.

My country has beeen a signatory to the UN Covention on the Rights
of the child because we are of the firm belief that children are an
integral part of any society. They have a vital role to play in the deve-

lopment of their country.



Because of that belief, my Government has pledged to do all in its
power to protect the rights of the child and to provide opportunities for

every child to develop and to achieve to his or her fullest potential.

It is interesting to note that many of you children in referring to
this Summit are expressing the wish to make your own inferventions. We would
like to listen to you and ask in particular that you devise solutions for
the problems of drug abuse by children and teenage pregnancies. We would be

glad to implement your solutions if they will mssist in bringing relief.

We are committed to this ideal and so we go forward into the '90's
with renewed vigour and faith in the belief that a world-wide endeavour,
through national programmes and action together with international cooperation,
will bring about the desired goals of the World Summit - to give every child

a better future.

Yours fait

.| EuéENIA FHA
ME MINISTER
MMONWEALTH OF DOMINICA
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MENSHTE. DE SU ExXCELEWCIA DX. Jod.Guiv B4 Lagoir
A (A "CUMEAET HMusDAL DE (4 TWAIMCA

EMBAJADA DE LA REPUBLICA DOMINICANA
WASHINGTON

La m&s valiosa y rentable inversifin gue puede
hacerse en estos momentos tanto por los gobiernos como por
los sectores privados de cada pals es aquella que se destina
a la proteccifn de la nifiez. Esta verdad adquiere una mayor
dimensidn y trascendencia en el casoc de los pafses subdesa~-
rrollados en donde un nfimero apreciable de nifios viven en
estado de invalidez y de desamparo.

El Gobierno de la Repfiblica Dominicana, consciente
de esa verdad, esti poniendo sus mejores empefios cada vez en
forma mis amplia, para preservar y desarrollar a la nifiez,
especialmente en los que atafie a la alimentacién, la educacisn
figsica e intelectual y a la salud. En tal sentido en los
filtimos tres afios se han multiplicado los programas de distri-
bucifn de alimentos, especialmente de leche, en los centros
materno-infantiles gque funcionan en todo el pafs y especial-
mente en los centros urbanos de mayor densidad poblacional.
Asimismo, en estos momentos se amplfa el Desayuno Escolar,
sobre todo en los planteles ubicados en las zonas de menores
recursos econSmicos. Por otra parté, se aumentan los subsidios
a hospicios, guarderfas infantiles y a todos 1los centros desde
donde se ejecutan programas de alimentacibn y salud, asi como
ia educacidn pre-escolar y. primaria.

En suma, la Repiiblica Dominicana comparte el compro-
miso que los pueblos y gobierncs del mundc estén asumiendo al
formular la Declaracién Universal de los Derechos del Nifio y
se presta a convertir esa declaracién’&e‘principios en un
estimulo més decisivo ain, para continuar cumpliendo con el
ineludible de ver y con la impostergable obligacifn de proteger
v de desarrollar al miximo a la nifiez, especialmente aguella
sometida a los rigores de la pobreza.

Seer 29, 1970
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Unofficial Translation

Message From President
Hosni Mubarak, President of the
Arab Republic of Egypt, .to the

World Summit on Children

The World Summit On Children is a unique event
in the history of international relations, indica-
tive of the advanced political consciousness of the
world of to-day. It is also a sign of the far sighted-
ness of leaders who concern themselves not only with
matters of immediate priority but also with matters
which affect our future and have far-reaching impact
in times to come. :

To-day's children are the builders of to-morrow.
They are the leaders of the future. It is highly gra-
tifying that the idea which started in the minds of
dedicated men and women in the United Nations Chil-
dren's Fund, and then sponsored by leaders of six
countries, Canada, Mali, Mexico, Pakistan, Sweden and
Egypt, has been much welcomed internationally by lea-
ders of various nations, North and South, East and
West. This great unprecedented response to the call
for the Summit is a clear indication of the nature of
this period, the last decade of the 20th Century. It
is an era where human rights are considered the main-
stay of international relations. The concept of human
rights of individuals to live in freedom, dignity and
security as well as the rights of peoples to self-de-
termination and to choose freely theéir own political,
economic and social systems, without any outside
interference. -

It is only logical that we would be concerned
with human rights as a whole, one and indivisible
whole, in terms of both concept and approach. It is
also natural that this concern would extend to all
stages of our life; and since childhood is the first
of these stages, the holding of the Summit on Child-
ren has been in consonance with our political think-
ing in its entirety as well as with our actual
approach to matters of detail.



Egypt has taken all the measures necessary to put
into effect the main elements of the International Con-
vention was declared effective on the international
level. Hence, our internal plan of action in the field
of childhood follows the same approach identified in
the Plan of Action and Declaration of the World Summit
On Children in the preparatory work of which Egypt has
long participated:; o

The Political Declaration and Plan of Action which
will be adopted by this Summit and which we will put
into effect immediately thereafter are two important
documents that I will be pleased to sign. As President
of the Arab Republic of Egypt, I proclaimed the period
1989-1999 a decade for Egyptian Children, with a view
to provide during that period complete immunization for
our children against common diseases and enable them to
get proper education. In effect, health and education
are the two mainstays on which our children, boys and
girls, would depend in order to be able to contribute
to the development of society as stated in our Arab
proverb "In a sound body abides a sound. ﬁind.
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Message de Monsieur le President
Mohammed Hosni Moubarak
President de la Republique Arabe d'Egypte

ala
Conference au Sommet pour l'Enfance

La Conference au sommet pour l'enfance constitue un
evenement unigue dans l'histoire des relations internationales quil
temoigne de la hauteur de la conscience politique dans notre monde
contemporain et la perspicacite des difigoants qui cherchent ainsi
a regler non seulement les questions prioritaires de l'heure
actuelle, mais egalement celles qui auront a long terme un impact
sur-1l'avenir. |

Les eﬁfants dr'aujourd'hui sont les piliers de l'edifice
de demain, ils sont aussi les dirigeants de 1'a§en1r. Aussi suis-je
pariculierement heureux du fait que_l{;dge nee d'abord dans les
esprits des responsables devoues.du'}onds des Nations Unies
- pour l'enfance, pour etre, par la suite, adppteg par les dirigeants
de six Etats, a savoir : le Canada, le Hali,'ie Mexigque, le |
Pakistan, la Suede et 1'Egypte, ait trouve un terrain international
propice aupres des leaders d'un grand nombre de pays tant au Nord
qu'au Sud, a 1'Est qu'a 1'Ouest. L'ampleur sans precedent de la
reponse a la convocation d'un sommet sur 1';n£ance constitue un
indice significatif de la nature meme de l'ere vers laquelle nous

nous dirigeons, en cette derniere decennie du XXe siecle. Il s'agit
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d'une epogue qui fait des droits de 1l'homme le fondement meme des
relations internationales; j'entends par la l'homme en tant
qu’'individu et son droit a une vie libre, digne et sure, et l'homme
en tant que peuple et son droit a 1l'auto-determination, au choix,
en toute liberte et sans aucune iﬁgerence etrangere, de son systeme

politigue, economique et social.

Il est par consequent logique de nous preoccuper des
droits de 1'homme en tant qu'unite unique et indivisible, du point
de vue du concept et de la demarche a suivre. Il est egalement
nornQI gue cet interet se manifeste a des echelons progressifs
correspondant aux ditferentes etapes de la vie, l'enfance etant
1l'etape premiere.

L'Egypte a pris toutes les mesures geé?ésaires en vue de
mettre en oceuvre les principaux elenentgvcon;enus dans la
Convention Internationale relative aux broits de I{anant, avant
meme son entree en vigueur sur le plan international. Ainsi notre
plan d'action national dans le domaine‘de i'enfahce'adopte la meme
approche definie par le Plan d'Action et la Declaration du Sommet
de 1'Enfance, a la preparation desquels 1'Egypte a participe

activement.

La convocation d'un soﬁmet de meme nature s'inscrit donc,
de facon logique et naturelle, dans le cadre de notre pensee
politique dans son ensemble et de notre action reelle dans toutes

ses particularites.
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La Declaration politigque du Sommet de l'Enfahce, ainsi
que le Plan d'Action adoptes par la cOnfeFence seront mis en oeuvre
par mon pays immediatement des la cloture des travaux de la dite
Confaerence. Il s'agit en effet de deux instruments importants sur
lesquels je suis parigulierement heureux d'apposer ma signature.
Pour ma part, et en ma‘qualite de President de la Republique Arabe
d'Egypte j'ai pris l'initiative de proclamer la decennie 1989-1999
Decennie de l'Enfant Egyptien. Pendant cette periode nous allons

achever la vaccination generalisee des enfants en Egypte contre les

maladies de l'enfance. La Sante et l'Education sont en effet les
deux piliers sur lequels nos fils et nos filles pourront s'appuyer
a l'avenir pour participer activement au developement de la

societe. Le proverbe dit en effet “Mens sana in corpore sano".



EL SALVADOR




MISION PERMANENTE DE EL SALVADOR
ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS
48 PARK AVENUE

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016

MENSAJE DEL LIC. ALFREDO F. CRISTIANI BURKABD
PRESIDENTE DE LA REPUBLICA DE EL SALVADOR

EN OCASION DE LA CELFERACION DE IA '
CMERE MADIAL EN FAVOR DE LA INFANCEA

EN OCASION DE CELEBRARSE 1A CUMERE MUNDIAL EN FAWOR DE fA -
INFANCIA, TENGO EL HONOR, EN NOMBRE DEL PUEELO Y GOBIEWNO DE EL SALVABOR, =~
DE EXPRESAR NUESTRO MAS SINCERO RECONOCIMIENTO POR ESTA INICIATIVA, QBE - -

PERMITIRA, QUE AL MAS ALTO NIVEL, NOSOIROS, ‘LOS RESPONSABLES Y LIDERES BM
IACGQDIHZICNDEIDSHJEBIOSQ[EEURMANIAWMM
REAFIRMEI‘DSEL(IMPRQ&ISOPARAAICANZARIDSOBIEPI‘KBIMW
ASEGUREN LA SUPERVIVENCIA, IA PROTECCION Y EL DESARROIIO DE IOS NIROS,

QUE SON EL FUTURC DE LA HUMANIDAD. EL CUADRAGESIMD CQUINEO PERICOC -

CRDINARIO DE SESIONES DE LA ASAMBLEA GENERAL SERA BECORDADD YAMBIER

PORQUE, DURANTE EL MISMO, SE CELEBRARA LA CUMBRE DE JEFES CE ESTADD O

GOBIERNO, QUE NC TIENE PRECEDENTES SOBRE EL TEMA DE LA NIREZ.

IA(EIEBRACIGQDEESTAGJMBREMNDIALTIE&E[M!I&MFM,SI :
SE TIENEN EN CUENTA LAS IAMENTARLES CONDICIONES EN QUE VIVEN MILIONES DE -

NINOS EN NUESTRO PLANETA, EN ESPECTAL EN LOS PAISES EN DESARROLIO, EN I0S
CUALES LA SITUACION BECONOMICA Y SOCIAL, EN LUGAR DE MEJCRAR, SE MANTIEME

ESTANCADA O TIENDE A UN MAYOR DETERIORO .PCR LA PERSISTENCIA DE [0S -

FACTORES NEGATIVOS QUE OBRSTACULIZAN EL CRECIMIENIU Y FL CESARROIIC, ¥
QUE SE REFLEJA EN LA DRAMATICA SITUACION EN OUE VIVEN VASICS SECTURES DE
LA POBLACION INFANTIL. EN DIFERENTES ARFAS GFOGRAFKCAS. EN NUESTROS

PAISES SUBDESARROLLADOS DEBEDDSYTENEI\DSELWMRMM‘-
NUESTRO ESTILC DE DESARROLLO, EN FL CUAL LOS ASPECTOS EN FAVOR DE TA

INFANCIA TIENEN QUE OCUPAR UN LUGAR PRICRITARIO, DE TAL MANERA CUE IOS

PROBLEMAS DE DESNUTRICION, HAMBRE, SALUD, MORTALIDAD, ANALFAEETISMD,

FALTA DE HOGAR, DISCRIMINACION E IGUALDAD DE DERECHOS, EL PROBLEMA DE 10S
NINOS DE LA GUERRA, NINCS REFUGIADOS Y DESPLAZADOS, ETC. PUEDAN TENER
UNA RESPUESTA Y UNA SOLUCION, QUE EN ULTIMA INSTANCIA BENFEICYERA A LAS
RESPECTIVAS SCCIECADES NACTONALES.

CREQC OPCRTUNC HACER UNA REFERENCIA ESPECIFICA A LOS NTROS DE

EL SALVADCR QUE VIVEN EN UNA SITUACION ESPECIAL POR LA EXISTENCIA DE ON
CONFLICTO ARMADO, DEL CUAL HEMOS TENIDO UNA LAMENTARTE Y DOBK -
EXPERTENCIA, ESPECIALMENTE PCR LA COLOCACION INDISCRIMINADA DE MINAS POR -

PARTE DE GRUPOS IRREGULARES ALZADOS EN ARMAS, OQUE HAN CAUSADO MUERTCS,
MUTILACIONEE E INVALIDOS, PARTICULARMENTE EN IA POBLACION INFANTIL, QUE
POR SU INOCENCIA IGNORAN EL PELIGRO QUF, REPRESENTAN; SITUBRCION & TA QUE
FL. GOBIERNO DE EL SALVADOR CONJUNTAMENTE (CN LA EMFRESA PRIVADR HAE
OTCRGADC ESPECIAL ATENCICN PARA PRCTEGER A ESTAS VICTIMAS INOCENTES, A

4
e
p

v el 0 Rl - TR e R ¥ ; .




TRAVES DE [A CREACION DE INSTITUCIONES DIRIGIDAS A ALIVIAR, EN PARTE, EL
SUFRIMIENTO QUE Ha SIDO CAUSADO; ASICOMO TAMBIEN OON LA REALIZACION DE
PROGREMAS PREVENTIVOS POR MEDIC DE CONFERENCIAS POR  PERSONAL
ESPECTALIZADO DE 1A QOMISION DE DERECHOS HUMANCS GUBERNAMENTAL Y
DIFUSICN POR LOS MEDIOS DE COMUNICACION SOCIAL.

ANTE ESTA REALIDAD, A 1A CUAL SE SUMAN OTRCS PROELEMAS
TRADICIONALES QUE AFECTAN EL CRECIMIENTO Y DESARROLIO DE LOS NINOS EN MI
PAYS, MI GOBIERNC HA DADC MUESTRAS PARA ENCONTRAR SOLUCIONES A UNA
SITUACTON QUE CADA VEZ SE VUELVE MAS DRAMATICA Y QUE TENEMOS LA
OBLIGACION MORAL Y LFEGAL DE BUSCARLE SOLUCIOMES. PCR ELLO, FIRMAMOS Y
RATIFICAMOS LA CONVENCION SOBRE LOS DERECHOS DEL NINO Y PONDREMOS EN
PRACTICA [0S OOMPROMISOS QUE SE ADOPTEN EN LA DECIARACION SOBRE LA
SUPERVIVENCIA, LA PROTECCION Y EL DESARROLIO DEL NIRD, ASI COMO EN EL
PLAN DE ACCION PARA LA APLICACION PE IA DECLARACION MUNDIAL EN EL DECENIO
DE MIL NOVECIENTOS NOVENTA.

SIN EMBARGO, FN EL CASCO DE EL SALVADOR, EN LA ACTUAL COYUNTURA ES
MUY IMPCRTANTE, ANTES QUE NADA, LOGRAR LA FINALIZACION DEL OONFLICTO
ARMANDO Y IOGRAR 1A PAZ Y 1A RECONCILIACION NACIONAL, OBJETIVO PARA EL
CUAL REITERAMOS NUESTRA FIRME VOLUNTAD POLITICA A FIN DE LOGRAR UNA
SOLUCION POR MEDIC DEL PROCESCO DE NEGOCTIACION QUE ESTAMOS LLEVANDO
ADELANTE CON EL FRENTE FARABUNDO MARTI, = BAJO LOS AUSPICIOS Y BUENOS
QFICIQOS DEL. SECRETARIO GENERAL, DE 11AS NACIONES OUNIDAS; Y YA
FIRALIZACION, SIN DUDA ALGUNA, REDUNDARA EN UN MAYOR BIENESTAR PARA 1OS
NINOS DE EL SALVADOR, AL SUSTITUIRSE EL ESTADO DE VIOLENCIA PCR EL DE
UNA SITUACION PACTFICA Y ESTABLE QUE PERMITIRA UN DESARROLIO NORMAL Y
PACIFICO. CONSECUENTEMENTE DESFARTAMOS QUE EI. FMIN FLEXIBILIZARA
SUS POSICIONES, A FIN DE QUE LOGREMOS A 1A MAYOR BREVEDAD IA CESACION DEL
QONFLICTO ARMADO, PARA BENEFICIO DE NUESTRA POBI.ACICN Y EN PARTICULAR DE
IANINEZSALVAHDRENA ;

FINALMENTE, DESEO EXPRESAR, QUE EN LAS CONDICIONES ACTUALES, DADO
EL ESTADO DE LA BECONOMIA DE NUESTROS PAISES, DE:NUESTRA CAPACIDAD, DE
NUESTROS RECURSOS Y DEL ENTORNO ECCNOMICO INTERNACIONAL, CONSIDERAMOS
QUE PARA 1A CONSECUCION DE YOS OBJETIVOS EN FAVOR DE LA NINEZ, ES
IMPRESCINDIBLE IA CQCOPERACION Y ASISTENCIA INTERNACIGNAL, TANTO BILATERAL
COMO MULTILATERAL, Y CREEMOS QUE ESTA  PCODRA HACERSE EFECTIVA POR LA
OCONVICCION MISMA QUE EXISTE EN LOS GOBERNANTES, Y POR EL, NUEVO CLIMA DE
SOLIDARIDAD Y COOPERACION QUE SE ESTA DANDO EN LAS RELACIONES
INTERNACICONALES.

ESPERC QUE LAS CONCLUSICNES Y REXI»E'QDACIG\IES DE LA CIMERE MUNDIAL,
SE HAGAN REALIDAD PARA BENEFICIO DE IA NIREZ EN EL MINDO. '
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September 30, 1990

World Summit For Children
Leadership For Children Message
By Mr. Harri Holkeri, Prime Minister of Finland

I would like to congratulate the initiators of this World
gummit fot:l' Children for their v:isig:é their courage and their

etermination. This meeting provides a unique opportunity to
bring er the experiences and the wisdom oiP the national
lea(cli%r:rth m all corners of the world, East and West, South
an . _

In Finland our national framework of education, health and
social care have over the years been refined to a high level.
Thanks to a pioneering work in the field of maternity and child
health care our infant mortality is one of the lowest. Every
Finnish child, without exception, receives her or his primary
education without any cost to the family.

Against this background of the efficiently functioning welfare
society there is reason to ask whether the childhood of every
Finn is a happy one.

The answer, we have to admit, is not in all cases affrimative.
In our efficient and competitive society many children still lack
genuine love, care and the sense of basic security. Material
welfare has in some instances pushed aside some of the values
that contribute to a balanced development of self-esteem and

personality in a young and fragile human being.

Althbugh we recognize tha erty is th'é ‘basic uderlﬁng
factor to the suffering of migﬁc?;s of the world’s children, we

thus can from our own aqenence conclude that affluence itself
does not solve all the problems of childhood. _

The Heads of States and Governments of more than 70
countries have rallied together today for the cause of the
world’s children.  We are thus mgna.l.lmg ing our joint political
commitment. It remains for each of us to ensure in the
coming months and years through our concrete deeds that the
expectations raised by this Summit will be met.

Qur objective should be that the potential of every child must
have a chance to develop to the fullest.

Harri Holkeri
Prime Minister of Finland
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MISSION PERMANENTE DE LA
REPUBLIQUE GABONAISE
AUPRES DES NATIONS UNIES

18 EAST 41ST STREET, 6TH FLOOR
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10017

MESSAGE DU PRESIDENT
DE LA REPUBLIQUE GABONAISE
AU

SOMMET MONDIAL DE L'ENFANT

MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT,

C'EST UN GRAND HONNEUR POUR MOI [E PRENDRE LA PAROLE
AU NOM DE LA REPUBLIQUE GABONAISE, EN CETTE CIRCONSTANCE
HISTORIQUE QUI REUNIT, SOUS L'EGIDE DE L'ORGANISATION
DES NATIONS UNIES, LES PLUS HAUTES AUTORITES QUI
PRESIDENT AUX DESTINEES DE LEUR "PAYS RESPECTIF POUR
S'INTERROGER ET REFLECHIR ENSEMBLE SUR LA CONDITION
ACTUELLE ET A VENIR DE L'ENFANCE,. '

JE TIENS A FELICITER LES ORGANISATEURS DE
CETTE CONFERENCE DONT LA COMPOSITION EST A LA MESURE DE
L'ENJEU DU SUJET QU'ELLE VA EXAMINER ET DONT LA TENUE,
AUJOURD'HUI NE PEUT ETRE ATTRIBUEE AU HASARD. IL S'AGIT
DE FAIRE LE POINT SUR LES INITIATIVES ET LES ACTIONS
ENTREPRISES, A CE JOUR, DE FAQON PARCELLAIRE DANS LE
CADRE DES INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISEES DES NATIONS UNIES.

CETTE EVALUATION DEVRAIT RE VELER LA NECESSITE
DE CONCEVCQCIR DES MECANISMES DE COORDINATION Pﬂﬁiﬂigf
ACCROITRE L'EFFICACITE ET POUR LES AMELIORER.



CETTE MEME EVALUATION NOUS IMPOSE SURTOUT, DANS LE
TRAITEMENT DES QUESTIONS RELATIVES A L'ENFANCE, AU PLAN
TANT NATIONAL QU'INTERNATIONAL, D'EN AVOIR UNE "APPROCHE
GLOBALE QUI TIENNE COMPTE DES ASPECTS CLASSIQUES TELSQUE
CEUX TOQUCHANT A L'EDUCATION, A LA MALNUTRITION OU LA
SANTE, MAIS Qﬁf INTEGRE DES AXES NOUVEAUX A LA LUMIERE
DES CONSEQUENCES DU DEVELOPPEMENT TECHNOLOGIQUE, DE
L'EXPLOSION DEMOGRAPHIQUE, DE L'URBANISATION GALOPANTE,
DE LA VULNERABILITE DU MILIEU FAMILIAL FACE AUX
CONTRAINTES DE LA VIE MODERNE.

DE FAIT, LES DIFFICULTES QUI ETREIGNENT LES
PERSONNES ADULTES NE PEUVENT ETRE QUE PLUS ECRASANTES
ENCORE_POUR L'ENFANT OU L'ADOLESCENT QUI A BESOIN D'UN
MINIMU& DE SECURITE POUR SON DEVELOPPEMENT.

LES ETATS QUE NOUS REPRESENTONS, LES SYSTEMES
DE VALEUR QU'ILS DIFFUSENT S5 ENMATIRISR LA LOGIQUE NI
LES EFFETS, SONT LES PREMIERS RESPONSABLES DE
L'INSECURITE QUI RUINE NOS SOCIETES, CELLES-LA MEME OU
DOIT S'OPERER LA TRANSFORMATION DE LA CONDITION D'ENFANT
' A LA CONDITION D'HOMME. C'EST DONC A UN RENVERSEMENT
DES VALEURS DONT LA FINALITE SBA LE BONHEUR DE L'HOMME,
QUE NOUS DEVONS ENSEMBLE ORIENTER NOS EFFORTS. NOUS NE
POUVONS CONTOURNER CETTE PRIORITE. CETTE CONFERENCE
PEUT SERVIR DE CADRE POUR PROCEDER A L'INVENTAIRE DES
VALEURS PERMANENTES ET ETERNELLES QUI CONSTITUENT LE
DENOMINATEUR COMMUN DU GENRE HUMAIN. EN NOUS ACCORDANT
SUR LEUR RECONNAISSANCE, NOUS POURRIONS NOUS ENGAGER A
LES RETENIR COMME LE FONDEMENT UNIVERSEL DES ACTIONS ET
DES POLITIQUES QUE NOUS SERONS APPELES A ENTREPRENDRE EN
FAVEUR DE L'ENFANCE.

EL HADJ OMAR BONGO
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
STATE HOUSE

BANJUL

LEADERSHIP MESSAGE TO THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD

f As we, the Heads of State and Govexrnment gather in
New York for the World summit for Children, I am extremely
delzdhted to send warmest greetings to all the chlldren

of th world,

This important Summit, as most of us are aware,
brlngs together leadere of many nations who together will
try to resolve some of the universal problems affectlng
ohlldren. That a record number of us ar¢ assembled in New
Yorkils a test;mony of the meortance we sttach to the
welfare of chlldren.

; It is my fervent hope that at the end of our
deliﬁerations, this summit will come up with important
dec;s;ons and declaratlons which will guide oux respectlve
Governments in our future policies and programmes £or your
welfgre.

§ I £ind it dxsheartening £o0 note that as I send this
message to you, children of the wo:ld, almost 40,000 of you
unde; the age of five die every day in the develop;pg
counéries. These deaths are largely from prcventabie.aauses,
whicﬁ cost so little in terms of health ocare. Many:more of
you who survive beyond the age of five, suffer varylng
degrees of poverty, ignorance and disease.

} The United Nations Children's Fund has been drawing
our Qttentlon to the rather appalllng statistics of your

s;tuqtzon the world over. :

gSome of you are used as source of cheap leabour.
Yet others are abandoned and left to fend for themsglves in
the streets often under very deplorable conditions. Some
end p being prostitutes and or drug addiots.

The international community cannot and should not
allow this unsatisfactory state of affairs to contlpue. our

f2....



ooncerted effort is required to resolve these problens,
hence the World Summit for Children.

I am sure I will be speaking for the other Heads of
state and Government when I say that this Summit will offer
us the unique opportunity of addressing these issues and
taking bold decisions which would form & blue print for
dealing with issues affecting you.

The basie of human capital development on which the
overall socio-economic development of a nation depends has
its roote in child development, You are aseets for
development. You are continuity. And you are the future.
Therefore, the glory of the future of humankind lies in the
prosperity of today's children of the world. ' Thus it behoves
all parents, leadesrs, teachers, and indeed Governments to
care and cater for all children the world over.. It is a
moral duty. o

This Summit is tangible evidence of our commitment and
dedication in fulfilling that duty, We should not fail in
our Auty.

I wish you long life, good health, peaaeg ?rogress and
prosperity. God bless you children of the world, =

bawda Khiraba Jawara .
rresidant of the|Republic of The Gambia
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MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF STATE AND CHAIRMAN

OF THE PNDC ON THE OCCASION OF THE WORLD SUMMIT

FOR CHILDREN - NEW YORK, 29 TO 30 SEPTEMBER 1990

"Oon this historic occasion of the convening of the World
Summit for Children, it gives me great pleasure to convey to all
children of the world, especially those children who have been
privileged to witness the occasion on behalf of their brothers
and sisters throughout the world, my sincere and warm greetings
and the best wishes of the Children of Ghana. I also extend my
greetings and warmest congratulations to the distinguished
initiators for their wvision and initiative which have been
translated into the largest gathering ever of world leaders to
consider issues relating to children. It is my belief that their
commitment and dedication will serve as a beacon for generations
of world leaders to come. |

We have come together at this Summit to obtain agreement at
the highest peolitical level, for a plan of action for putting
intd operatlon proven act1v1t1es for saving chlldren s lives and
protecting their healthy growth and develqpment. To me, this
Summit is an epoch-making event which offers mankind the
opportunity to take one giant step forwafd in its search for
solutions to the numerous problems confronting children and tﬁe
societies in which they live. It is my personal conviction and
hope that the Declaration of the Summit and its Programme of
Action unanimously adopted will serve as an impetus for true
political commitment to the protecﬁion, survival and development

of children throughout the world.



As we celebrate this unique occasion, I wish to focus
attention on the plight ‘of the millions of children in various
parts of the world, particularly in the developing countries, who
suffer much unacceptable deprivations and indignities. Let us
continue to think about those children in developing countries
who could be saved at minimal cost, but who die in thousands
everyday as a result of the lack of commitment and the means to
protect and save them. Let us continue to think of orphans,
malnourished and refugee children throughout the world. Let us
resolve together to contribute to making their lives meaningful
and worth living. Our collective experience proves that child
survival and development are possible through commitment,
organisation and mobilisation. |

Let wus transform that commitment into concrete programmes
for the survival, development and protection of children

everywhere."

FLT. LT. J.J. RAWLINGS
HEAD OF STATE AND CHALRMAN
OF THE PNDC
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MESSAGE OF MR. CONSTANTINE MITSOTAKIS,
PRIME MINISTER OF GREECE

T R FOR

The World Summit for Children has presented the international
community with the challenge to focus its attention to the children of
the world and to take urgent action for the protection and promotion of
their rights and for their well-being. It is a challenge for the world
leaders to undertake the commitment to provide a-better future for
humanity’s most vulnerable as well as most cherished segment of the
population, on which the future of mankind depends.

Millions of children around the world die:ewvery year from
hunger and diseases which are not unpreventable or jincurable;
1ive under conditions which are not safe or healthy; are neglected
and abused, or are deprived of opportunities for education and
development. e '

The United Nations, through its UNICEF- supported programmes, has
played a very constructive role in its efforts to meet the continuing
and increasing needs of children around the world and in particu1ar in
the developing countries. - - LA i -

The World Summit for Chi1dren, uh1ch is the first of its kind
enhances political commitment to ensure the sur¥ival and protection of
children as well as their participation as key elements in the socio-
economic development of all countries. Concerted intérnationa1 action
and cooperation among nations in addressing the needs of children and in
establishing goals and strategies for the protection of their rights,
can generate the necessary national and international commitment needed
to improve the overall quality of children’s life.

To achieve progress in this context, the personal and active
commitment of national leaders is needed. As Greece’s Prime Minister,

T have renewed my commitment to the cause of protection and promotion of
the rights of children in Greece, of ensuring their well-being and
of enhancing their opportunities for a better future.



In Greece, national programmes inc]ude: among others, child
health improvement, protection of human environment, establishment of
more child-care centers, combat of drug abuse, educational and cultural
exchanges among children of different countries.

The United Nations has played a vital role in the field of
protection and promotion of human rights and in particular in
safeguarding the rights of vulnerable groups. The Convention on the
Rights of the Child, adopted in November 1989, is ‘of great significance.
It covers a wide range of rights for the children; it goes well beyond
existing legal norms and practices and charts entirely new territory in
a number of areas, such as adoption, protection of children from sexual
exploitation, drug abuse and neglect. |

Greece was among the first countries to sign the Convention. .
We are working actively towards completing the Parliamentary procedures
necessary for its ratification.

It is my earnest conviction that the World Summit for Ch11dren,
will spread worldwide the growing awareness for children’s rights.

It will transform into positive action the commitment of the world’s
leaders to promote the well-being and to ensure the. upbrinqlﬂﬂ -of .our
children in the spirit of the {deals of peace, dignity and freedom.

The survival and the stability of our nations and the consolidation of
peace in the world depend on our children.
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PRIME MINISTER

GRENADA

MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE
WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

Among the numerous challenges to the existence of a
nation, none is more noble ‘than that of providing for our
children, a. peaceful and healthy environment which could
enable a fuller enjoyment of 11fe and sound opportunities
for growth and devalopment.

on the special occasion of the World Summit for Children,
I am immensely happy to pledge my personal support for
and commitment to the improved well-being of our nation's
children. Naturally, my concarn goes out for children
the world over as lis demonstrated by my country's
ratification of the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the
I bpelileve that leaders have a strict regponeibility to
ensure that the children are fed, clothed and housed and
provided with adequate health services und equal
opportunities for a good education. These concerns muat
take priority in our national agendas. We must
demongtrate a determination to énsure .that the rights of
the child are fully respected Dby all and that children
receive due protection from abuse, hunger, neglect and
discrimination.

1 believe that -our actions must provide clear signals
that we are prepared to bequeath to our children a legacy
in which the environment 18 rich, clear and unpolluted
and where peace and happineas are assured. I commend
these goals to all leaders and look forward to thelr full
realization for the henefit of ' the .¢hildren of the world.

eSS Av BRATHWAITE
PRIME MINISTER

Saptempar 25, 1990
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PRESIDENCIA DE LA REPUBLICA

CUATEMALA, C A

W, VINICIO CEREZO AREVALOS
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La Cumbre Mundial en favor de la Infancia marca un hito en la hisi_:oria
de 1a humanidad. A pesar de que razones de fuerza mayor me han impedido
estar presente, Guatemala se hace partfeipe del compromiso comin en apoyo

a los nifios y su futuro mejor.

El siglo veinte ha aido svmamente tonvulsionado. Cuantiosos recursos
han sido invertidos-en guerras y en medio de la destrucciﬁn y desolaciln
que han causado, lc;s nifos han sido los mis afectados. La década de
1990 se inicla con una nota esperanza;iura al haber conclufdo la guerra
fria. Las naciones se han acercado més. En un mundo cada vez mfs
interdependiente, han manifestado la voluntad de fortalecer la paz a
través del didloge y 1la negociacidn. Este se ha ]:bgi:ado en Centro
América, manifestindolo asf, laa declaraciones emanadas de las Cumbres
Presidenciales. El Proceso de Paz se inicid com el Acuerdo de Eaquipulas
[r. Tenemos pues, l1a voluntad y asumimos el compromisc de cumplirlo

plenamente.

La paz y la democracia se han visto consolidadas eﬁ casl todas las
regiones del mundo. La paz, gin embargo, es precaria y puede revertirse
si 1las condiclones econdmicas existentes no 8on superadas lo mds pronto
posible. Es pecesarlo que las Raciones Unidss continden sus esfuerzos
para que se fortalezca la paz, la justicia y la equidad. Hoy se hace
posible que invirtamos en el futuro de paz, concordia y armonfa. Es

indispensable que ese futuroc se forje desde su rafz. ralz son los

nifios. hh%

"\



Los nifdos del munde son inocentes, vulnerables y dependientes. Es
imperativo cobrar plena conciencia respecto a la necesidad de invertir
recursos econdmlicos para promover la educacidn y preparacifn para su
desarrolla econbmlico, social, cultural y politico.L ' La primera fase 1la
concluyé la Asamblea General de las Naclones ‘Unidas al haber adoptado
la Convencién Internacional sobre los Dérechos del Nifio, la cual Guatemala
suscribld en su momento. y sr'a ha ratificado, como muéstra de su apoyo
y su compromisc con "los ninos.. La segunda y necesaria fase consiste
en la inversién que hoy se inicia para mejorar su situacidm, la cual
augura un futuro en que la paz sea la regla y no la excepcisn... donde
la negoc-iacién, el d:lil’ogo y la convivencia pacIfica sean la orden del
dfa. ’ : '

Celebramos que los Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno reﬁnidoa en la Cumbre
Mundial se esfuercen por acordar el legado que los gobernantes del mundo
de hoy conceden a los gobernantes del manana: Las bases para que donde
el imperic de la 1ley, 1la justicia y 1la equidad, el respeto a la

integridad y la persona humana, sean una realidad.

Cuatemala hace un llamado a la comunidad in'teri.m'ci‘.;mal' para .Que auﬁe
sus esfuerzos para asegurar a loa mnifos del mundo un futuxo mis justo
y equitativo y hace shya la Declaracién Mundial sobre la Supervivencla,
la Proteccidn y el Desarrollo del Niiio, asf como el Plan de Accién para
la Aplicacién de la declaracién qu '
1990 en Nueva York.

e Septiembre de

e

: ' 0\4""3
' valo:
1
de la Repiiblica de uatemal?
'"n.:*u

Guatemala, 29 de Septiembre de 1990,
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LES LEADERS NATIONAUX PLAIDENT
LA CAUSE DES ENFANTS

Jamais un th&me aussi fondamental gque celui de la
petite enfance n'aura réuni autant de sensibilit€s Jans 1le
monde.

Pendant deux (2} jours, tous les coeurs battront &
l'unisson de cette classe d'dge si sensible et si attachan-
te.

La GUINEE qui connait un taux de mortalit# infantile
trés 8levé, ne peut &tre en laisse dans ce rendez~vous des
"Etats Gé&n&raux" de l1'Enfance.

L'une des ti3ches les plus importantes auxquelles le
Gouvernement de la Deuxi@&me RE&publique s'est attelé au len-
demain du 3 Avril 1984, a &t& et demeure la restauration des
&quilibres macro-&conomiques permettant la relance d'une &co-
nomie jadis hypertrophi&e en vue de l'am€lioration des condi-
tions de vie des populations guiné€ennes.

Populations Guinéennes disons-nous, mais surtout les
plus vulnérables dont les femmes et les enfants qui repré&sen-
tent successivement 51,3% et 16,5% de la population.

C'est ainsi qu'un service d'encadrement de la petite
enfance sous l'autorit& d'une Directrice Nationale des Affai-
res Sociales a 8té& cré&e au sein du Ministére des Affaires.
Sociales et de l'Emploi.

Je me ré&jouis de constater que cette entlté fonction-
ne a4 la satisfaction des populatlons..

Dans cette optique, et gri3ce au programme de coopé&ra-
tion entre 1'UNICEF et le Gouvernement couvrant la pé&riode
1987-1991, il est important de faire remarquer gue des ré&sul-
tats significatifs ont &t& enré&gistrés.

Je m'en veux pour preuve évoquer les succés accomplis
dans les domaines des &tablissements pré&-scolaires, de l'in-
tégration sociale des enfants abandonn&s et orphelins, de la
mise en oceuvre de textes l&gislatifs ré&glementant la protec-
tion de 1'Enfance ......

C'est ainsi que gr3ce & l'Ordonnance No 300/PRG/84
du 27 Octobre 1984 portant lib&ration des initiatives pri-
v8es en mati&re d'&ducation, il a &t& proc&d& & la construc-
tion en moyenne de dix (10) &tablissements pré&-scolaires par
an.



rToutefois, l'heure n'est pas de verser dans un
optimisme excessif qui cacherait mal 1l'ampleur des ta-
ches qui attendent mon Pays. Car comme le dit un prover-
be de chez nous : " Lorsqu'on vous aide & vous laver en
vous frottant le dos, pensez aussi & vous frotter le ven-
tre et la poitrine”.

Je ne cache pas que 1'effort né€cessaire & fournir
doit venir de nous-mémes, de nos braves populations con-
front&es, il faut bien 1'avouer, & 4'éEnormes dé&fis.

En ce gqui le concerne le Gouvernement de la R&publi-
gue de GUINEE voudrait exprimer son engagement 4 traduire

en actes concrets la D&claration Mondiale en faveur de -la
survie, de la protection et du développement des enfants
au cours de la dernidre D&cennie de ce si&cle ainsi que la
mise en ceuvre du Plan d'Action. :

Je voudrais enfin, souhaiter & tous les enfants,
de la Cordilldre des Andes au delta du Mekong, en passant
par l1'Afrique au Sud du Sahara de recouvrer cette petite
chose qui redonne espoir et confiance & tant de parents af-
fligés dans le monde : le sourire.

GENERAL DE DIVISION LANSANA CONTE ) :
- PRESIDENT DU COMITE MILITAIRE DE REDRESSEMENT NATIONAL
- CHEF DE L'ETAT
- PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE DE G U I N E.E
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JOAO BERNARDO VIEIRA
PRESIDENTE DO CO DE ADO
DA REPUBLICA DA GUINE-BISSAU
POR OCASIAO DA CIMEIRA MUNDIAL

SOBRE AS CRIANCAS

A CIMEIRA MUNDIAL SOBRE AS CRIANGAS OCORRE NUM MOMENTO EM QUE SE
VERIFICAM PROFUNDAS MUDANCAS ESTAS QUE SUSCITAM GRANDES ESPERANCAS
PARA TODA A HUMANIDADE.

E POIS NECESSARIO MANTER AS TENDENCIAS ACTUAIS E PROMOVER ATRAVES
DUM DIALOGO PERMANENTE E CONSTRUTIVO ENTRE AS NAGOES UM CLIMA DE
PAZ E DE ENTENDIMENTO ENTRE TODOS OS PAISES.

A CIMEIRA MUNDIAL SOBRE AS CRIANCAS REVESTE-SE DE IMPORTANCIA
PARTICULAR, PORQUANTO VAI PERMITIR A0 NIVEL MAIS ALTO DOS NOSSOS
GOVERNOS RESPECTIVOS UMA REFLEXAO COMUM COM O INTUITO DE VELAR PELA
PROTECCAO DA CRIANGA, SUA EDUCACAO E DESENVOLVIMENTO NUM CLIMA
SOCIAL, CULTURAL E ECONOMICO, PROPICIO E NUM MEIO AMBIENTE SXO.

ASSIM SENDO, E COM ENTUSIASMO QUE REITERAMOS A NOSSA DETERMINAGCAO
DE PRESERVAR A SOBREVIVENCIA E O BEM ESTAR DAS GERAGOES VINDOURAS
E A NOSSA DECISAO DE CUMPRIR INTEGRALMENTE A "DECLARACAO MUNDIAL A
FAVOR DA SOBREVIVENCIA, DA PROTECGAO E-PO. DESENVOLVIMENTO ‘DAS -
CRIANCAS™. ’ '

SUBSCREVEMOS AS PRIORIDADES DEFINIDAS PELO UNICEF PARA OS ANOS 20,
SINGULARMENTE AQO PRINCIPIO DA PROTECGAO DA VIDA E O DESENVOLVIMENTO
NORMAL DA CRIANCA QUE DEVE CONSTITUIR UMA PREOCUPACAO CONSTANTE DA
COMUNIDADE INTERNACIONAL. :

A IMPLEMENTAGEKO DE MEDIDAS QUE VISEM ASSEGURAR O DESENVOLVIMENTO
INTEGRAL DA CRIANGA, QUE SAO AS FLORES DA HUMANIDADE E A RAZEO DE
SER DOS NOSSOS ESFORCOS CONJUNTOS £ UMA TAREFA UNIVERSAL.

FORMULAMOS VOTOS PARA QUE A CIMEIRA MUNDIAL SOBRE AS CRIANGCAS SEJA
COROADA DE EXITOS E CONTRIBUA, DECISIVAMENTE, PARA UM AMANHA TZo
BELO COMO O SORRISO DE TODAS AS CRIANCAS DO MUNDO.



MESSAGE DE SON EXCELLENCE

LE_GENERAL JOAO BERNARDO VIEIRA
PRESTIDENT DU CONSEIT, D’ETAT DE

LA REPUBLIQUE GU = y.y
A L’OCCASION DU S ' ENFANT

LE SOMMET MONDIAL SUR L’ENFANT SE TIENT A UN MOMENT OU DE PROFONDS
BOULEVERSEMENTS AGITENT LE MONDE. CES EVENEMENTS SUSCITENT DE
GRANDS ESPOIRS POUR TOUTE L‘/HUMANITE. ’ L

IL, EST DONC NECESSAIRE DE MAINTENIR LES TENDANCES ACTUELLES ET
PROMOUVOIR UN CLIMAT DE PAIX ET DE COMPREHENSION ENTRE TOUS LES
PAYS EN ENTRENANT UN DIALOGUE PERMANENT ET CONSTRUCTIF ENTRE LES
NATIONS. Y

LE SOMMET MONDIAL SUR L/ENFANT REVET UNE IMPORTANCE PARTICULIERE
QUI VA PERMETTRE AU NIVEAU LE PLUS ELEVE DE NOS GOUVERNEMENTS
RESPECTIFS UNE REFLEXION COMMUNE DANS LE BUT DE VEILLER A LA
PROTECTION DE L/ENFANT, SON EDUCATION ET SON DEVELOPPEMNET DANS UN -
CLIMAT SOCIAL, CULTUREL ET ECONOMIQUE PROPICE ET DANS UN ENVIRONNE-
MENT SAIN. - S

C’EST DONC AVEC JOIE QUE NOUS REITERONS NOTRE DETERMINATION A
PRESERVER LA SURVIE ET LE BIEN-ETRE DES GENERATIONS FUTURES. NOUS
SOMMES DETERMINES A RESPECTER LA DECLARATION UNIVERSELLE EN FAVEUR
DE LA SURVIE ET DE LA PROTECTION ET DU DEVELOPPEMENT INTEGRAL DE
L’ENFANT.

NOUS SOUTENONS LES PRIORITES DEFINIES PAR L/UNICEF POUR LES ANNEES
90, EN PARTICULIER LE PRINCIPE DE LA PROTECTION DE LA VIE ET DU
DEVELOPPEMENT NORMAL DE L’ENFANT, QUI DOIVENT CONSTITUER LA
PREOCCUPATION CONSTANTE DE LA COMMUNAUTE INTERNATIONALE.

L’APPLICATION DES MESURES VISANT A ASSURER LE DEVELOPPEMENT
INTEGRAL DF L/ENFANT, FLEUR DE L/HUMANITE ET RAISON D’ETRE DE NOS
EFFORTS CONTINUS REPRESENTE UNE GRANDE TACHE UNIVERSELLE.

NOUS FORMULONS LES VOEUX POUR QUE LE SOMMET MONDIAL SUR L’ENFANT
SOIT COURONNE DE SUCCES ET QU’IL CONTRIBUE DE FACON DECISIVE A UN
LENDEMAIN AUSSI MERVEILLEUX QUE LE SOURIRE DE TOUS LES ENFANTS DU
MONDE.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE CO-OPERATIVE

REPUBLIC OF GUYANA, HIS EXCELLENCY HOUGH DESMOND

HOYTE, S.C. ON THE OCCASION .OF THE WORLD SUMMIT
i FOR CHILDREN

I applaud my colleagues whose initiative and vision were instrumental
in the convocation of this World Summit for Children. Although I cannot be
Personally present at the Summit - a fact which I deeply regret - I do wish

to record my profound commitment to the cause of our children.

This World Summit is an event of great significance which offers the
international community the opportunity, at the highest leadership level,
to assess collectively the status of the world's most precious resource -
our children. OCur children are in a unique position. They are universally
acknowledged to represent the future of the world. At the szame time they
are not major determinants of that future. Of a certainty, they are the
most vulnerable sector of our population, at risk to the host of problems

and crises that plague our various societies.

ours, then, is the responsibility as, the leaders of the world, to
ensure that our children's future is bright, happy and secure. We have to
lay the foundations for such a future now. “We have to work with deter-
mination to create propitious environment for the healthy development and
all-round well-being of ocur children.

There are many problems which cast a dark shadow ovér the future of
our children. These include poverty, hunger, illiteracy, environmental
degradation and the asphxiating conseguences of the debt burden faced by
so many developing countries. These problems are inter-linked; we cannot
tackle them in isclation. We therefore have to work towards a comprehensive

solution which can be found within a glocbal context.



In our coﬁntry, Guyana, notwithstanding current economic
stringencies, we continue to give priority to the promotion of the
welfare and yellbeing of our children. Thus, for example, we have
designed and are implementing many children-centred programmes in
education, health, sports and culture. . We have also introduced pro—
‘grammes of financial support for the children of needy parents
through cur Social Impact Amelioration Programme which is an impor-
tant component of the economic adjustment programme we are at present

implementing.

Guyana's commitment to the cause of our children is unshakeable.
As testimony to this fact, Guyana will sign the Convention on the
Rights of the Child during the Summit and will shortly thereafter .
ratify it. We believe that this Convention is a movement in the right
direction. It provides the necessary framework within which we can .
secure special rights for children and guarantee their protection, welfare

and development.

The realisation of the ideals that inhere in the Convention is
therefore an immediate task of the international Community. It is my
hope that the deliberations at the Summit will be successful and will
lead to an action plan to progressively enhance the happiness, wellbeing

and development of our children all over the worid.
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Le Président Provisoire de la République

Monsieur le Président,

Un Sommet Mondial au cours d'une Session de
l'Assemblée Générale des Nations Unies, quelle preuve plus
éloquente de 1'importance nouvelle gque 1la communauté
internationale entend accorder a 1‘'Enfance!

Cet évenement représente, sans conteste, un
repére essentiel dans la longue suite de démarches
entreprises, depuis la <<Déclaration des Droits de
1'Enfance>> en 1959, en vue de modifier la qualité des
rapports entre 1l'adulte et 1'enfant &t assurer & ce
dernier 1l'environnement indispensable a 1l'épanouissement
de sa personnalité. e R :

Je tiens a présenter mes plus chaleureuses
félicitations a tous les pays, au nombre desquels le
Canada, 1l'Egypte, le Mexique, le-Mali, le: Pakistan et la
Suéde, qui ont lancé cette initiative & tous égards
remarquable.

Je tiens, de méme, & rendre hommage & 1l'action
de la Pologne a qui revient le grand mérite d'avoir fait
admettre la nécessité d'une convention internaticnale sur
les droits de l'enfant. L'on ne peut passer sous silence
l1'action déterminante déployée a cet égard par 1'UNICEF et
<<Défense Internationale des Enfants>>. .

Cette Convention, ‘adoptée par 1'Assemblée
Générale, est aujourd'hui une référence indispensable en
la matiére. I1 appartient désormais aux Etats membres de
l'Organisation des Nations Unies, aux institutions
internationales, & 1la communauté internatiocnale toute
entiére, d'en faire :une réalité . tangible. car, ne
1'oublions pas, i1 existe une situation franchement
dramatique a laquelle est confrontée 1'Enfance,
spécialement dans les pays défavorisés du Tiers-Monde.

En effet, chague année, environ 450.000
enfants de par le monde tombent sous les coups de la faim.
Prés de 250.000 deviennent aveugles par carence de
vitamine A. Plus d'un quart de million sont frappés de
paralysie par suite de la poliomyélite. A peu prés un
million tombent victimes de paludisme. Et, de surcroit,
1'analphabétisme garde dans ses gédles obscures plus de
130 millions d'étres en dge de fréquenter 1'école.



Devant un tableau si sombre, force est de
reconnaitre que c'est par une action d'envergure autrement
plus efficace sur 1le plan national,  régional et
international que nous parviendrons & vaincre ces fléaux.

Je suis heureuse d'annoncer la ratification

grochaine du texte de la Convention par 1la République

'Haiti. Je voudrais inviter, du méme coup, tous les Etats

membres de 1'ONU & en faire autant de sorte que cet

instrument juridique entre aussi rapidement que possible
en vigueur. : ‘

Mais nous devons nous dire que les régles et
principes définis dans cette Convention, si généreux
soient-ils, ne suffisent pas. Ce n'est que par un nouvel
€lan de solidarité internationale gque -nmous pouvons
garantir efficacement les droits de tous nos enfants, sur
quelque continent qu'ils se trouvent, a l'alimentation, au
logement, aux soins de santé, & 1l'éducation, a un
environnement sain et aussi 4 &tre préservé du fléau de la
guerre.

C'est 1la une responsabilité collective.
Assumons-la pleinement envers nos enfants. C'est
d'ailleurs une fagon concréte de traduire notre foi dans
les droits fondamentaux de l1'homme, dans la dignité et 1la
valeur de la personne humaine. ' :

Haiti, 30 Septembre 1990

(Signé) MADAME ERTHA PASCAL TROUILLOT
PRESIDENT PROVISOIRE DE LA REPUBLIQUE
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To His Excellency Javier Pérez de Cuellar
Secretary General of the United Nations Organization
on the occasion of the
World Summit for Children

"Your childreh will be like olive shoots around yoﬁr
table” ' : : (Ps 128:3).

These simple words of the Psalmist speak of children as
a great blessing from God and a source of intense joy for the
family. )
Inspired by this positive view of human life, the Holy
See applauds the World Summit for Children as an important
expression and consolidation of the increased awareness which
has been shown by public opinion and States regarding the need
to do much more to safeguard the well-being of the world's
children, to enunciate the rights of the child and to protect
those rights through cultural and legislative actions imbued
with respect for human life as a value gin itself,
independently of sex, ethnic origin, social -or cultural
status, or political or religious conviction. Not being able
personally to take part in the Summit, I extend warmest
reetings to you, Mr Secretar General, and to the
istinguished Heads of State and of Government present.
Confident that the achievements of the human race are a sign
of God's greatness and the fulfilment of his mysterious

design, I ardently invoke divine light and wisdom upon your
deliberations.

I am pleased to express the appreciation of the Catholic
Church for all that has been and is being done under the
auspices of the United Nations and its Specialized Agencies
to guarantee the survival, health, protection and integral
development of children, the most defenceless of our brothers
and sisters, the most innocent and deserving sons and
dauvghters of our common Father in heaven. The Holy See's
prompt accession to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly onWovember 20,
1989 accords with the Catholic Church's bi-millenary tradition
of service to those in material or spiritual need., especially
the weaker members of the human family, among whom children
have always received special attention. In the Child of
Bethlehem, Christians contemplate the uniqueness, the dignity
and the need for love of every child. In the example and
teaching of her Founder, the Church perceives a mandate to
devote special care to the needs of children (cf. Mk 10:14);
indeed, in the Christian view, our treatment of children

becomes a measure of ocur fidelity to the Lord himself (cf. Mt
18:5).

The Church has a vivid perception of the immense burden of
suffering and injustice borne by the children of the world. In my
own ministry and pastoral Jjourneys, I am a witness of the
heartbreaking plight of millions of children in every continent.
They are most vulnerable, because they are least able to make their
voice heard. My contribution to this Summit, Mr Secretary General,
is meant to reinforce before this powerful Assembly the often
wordless but no less legitimate and insistent appeal which the
children of the world address to those who have the means and the
responsibility to make better provision for them.



The children of the world cry out for love. In this case love
stands for the real concern of one human being for another, for the
good that each owes to the other in the bond of our common
humanity. A child cannot survive physically, psychologically and
spiritually without the solidarity which makes us all responsible
for all, a responsibility which assumes particular intensity in the
self-giving love of parents for their offspring. The Holy See
attributes particular significance to the fact that the Convention
recognizes the irreplaceable role of the family in fostering the
growth and well-being of its members. The family is the first and
vital cell of society because of its service to life and because
it is the first school of the social virtues that are the animating
principle of the existence and developnent of society itself. The
well-being of the world's children therefore depends greatly on the
measures taken by States to support and help families to fulfil
their natural life-giving and formative functions.

The children of the world cry out for greater respect for
their inalienable individual dignity and for.%ﬁelr right to life
rom Che first moment of conception, even in the face of difficult
circumstances or personal handicap. Every individual, no matter
how small or how seemingly unimportant in utilitarian terms, bears
the imprint of the Creator's image and likeness (cf. Gen 1:26}).
Policies and actions which do not recognize that unique condition
of innate dignity cannot lead to a more just and humane world, for
they go against the very values which determine objective moral
categories and which form the basis of .rational moral judgments and
right actions. ‘ '

The International Convention on the Rights: of "the Child
constitutés a statement of priorities and obligations which can
serve as a reference point and stimulus for action on behalf of
children everywhere. The Holy See gladly acceded to and endorses
the Convention on the understanding that 'goals, programmes and
actions stemming from it will respect the moral and religious
convictions of those to whom they are directed, in particular the
moral convictions of parents regarding the transmission of life,
with no urging to resort to means which are morally unacceptable,

as well as their freedom in relation to the religious life and
education of their children. Children who are to learn to be
supportive of their fellow man must lgarnnphg.reallty of mutually
supportive relationships in the-famlly'ltgelf, where there 1is
profound respect for all human life, unborn as well as borq,;and
where both mother and father jointly make responsible decisions
regarding the exercise of their parenthood.. . -

During the International Year of the Child in 1979 I had the
opportunity of addressing the UN General Assembly. 1 repeat today.
with increased emphasis, the conviction and hope I manifested at
that time: ) .

"No country on earth, no political system can think of its own

future otherwise than through the image -of these new

generations that will receive from their parents the manifold
heritage of values, duties and ‘aspirations of the mation to
which they belong and of the whole human family. Concern for
the child, even before birth, from the first moment of
conception and then throughout the years of infancy and youth,
is the primary and fundamental test of the relationship of one
human being to another. and so, what better wish can I express
for every nation and for the whole of mankind, and for all the
children of the world than a better future in which respect
for human rights will become a complete reality"” (Address to
the United Nations, October 2, 1979, no. 21}.

May Almighty God lead this Summit to lay a solid juridical
foundation for the achievement of such a reality!

From the Vatican, September 22, 1990.
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A Son Excellence Monsieur Javier Pérez de Cuellar
Secrétaire Général de 1'Organisation des Nations Unies
a 1l'occasion du
Sommet mondial pour les Enfants

"Tes fils: des plants d'olivier 3 l'entour de la
table” (Ps 128,3) '

Ces simples paroles du psalmiste disent combien
les enfants sont une bénédiction de Dieu et une source de
joie intense pour la famille. -

Inspiré par cette conception de la vie humaine, le
Saint-Siége considére avec satisfaction le Sommet mondial
pour les Enfants, dans lequel il voit une  expression et une
confirmation importantes de la conscience, accrue de la part
de l'opinion publique et des Etats, de lasnécessité de faire
davantage pour sauvegarder le bien“@tre” des enfants du
monde, pour définir les droits de l%efnfant et pour protéger
ces droits par des actions d’ordre culturel: et législatif,
respectant pleinement la vie humaine commé “valeur en soi,
indépendamment du sexe, de 1l'origine ethnique, du statut
social ou culturel, des convictions politiques ou
religieuses. N'étant pPas en “mesure " de participer
personnellement 3 ce Sommet, je vous adresse, Monsieur le
Secrétaire général, mes salutations les plus sincéres, ainsi
qu'aux Chefs 4'Etat et de Gouvernement présents. Assuré que
les oeuvres de l'homme sont un signe de 1la grandeur de Dieu
et l'accomplissement de son dessein mystérieux, j'invoque
avec ferveur la lumiére et 1la" sagesse divines sur vos
déliberations. T

Il m'est agréable d'exprimer l'estime de 1'Eglise
catholique a 1'@gard de tout ce qui a &té& fait et de tout ce
qui est fait actuellement sous -les auspices des Nations
Unies et de leurs Agences spécialis@es pour garantir la
survie, la santé, la protection et le développement intégral
des enfants. Parmi nos fréres et soeurs, il sont, plus que
tous, sans défense; de tous les fils et les filles de notre
Pére commun des cieux, il sont les plus innocents et le plus
dignes de sollicitude. La prompte adh&sion du Saint-Sidge &
la Convention sur le Droits de 1*Enfant, adoptde par
l'Assemblée générale des Nations Unies le 20 novembre 1989,
est, pour 1'Eglise Catholique, dans l'esprit de sa tradition
bimillénaire de service en faveur de ceux qui sont démunis
matériellement ou spirituellement, en particulier des
membres les plus faibles de 1la famille humaine, parmi
lesquels 1les enfants ont toujours fait l'objet d'une
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attention spéciale. Les chrétiens contemplent dans 1l'Enfant
de Bethléem le caractére unique de tout enfant, sa dignité
et son besoin d'étre aimé. A partir de 1l'exemple et de
l'enseignement de son Fondateur, l1'Eglise prend conscience
de sa propre mission d'attacher une attention particuliére
aux besoins des enfants {(cf. Mc 10, 14); en effet, du point
de vue chrétien, notre maniére de traiter les enfants
devient la mesure de notre fidélité au Seigneur lui-méme
(cf. Mt 18, 5).

L'Eglise est trés sensible & 1'immense fardeau des
suffrances et des injustices subies par les enfants du
monde. Dans mon propre ministére et dans mes visites
pastorales, je suis témoin de la condition bouleversante de
millions d'enfants dans tous 1le continents.: Ils sont trés
vulnérables parce qu'ils sont les moins capables de faire
entendre leurs voix. Ma contribution 3 ce Sommet, Monsieur
le Secrétaire général, a pour but de faire retentir devant
cette haute Assemblée les appels souvent silencieux mais non
moins‘légitimes et insistants qu'adressent les enfants du
monde & ceux qu1 ont les moyens et 1a responsabilité de
mieux prendre soin d'eux, .

Les enfants du monde cr1ent leur 301f d’amour. Et
la, 1° amour implique 1° intérét effectif qu'un etre humain
porte a l'autre, le bien que chacun doit faire ‘3 l'auntre au
nom des liens que crée notre communie humznité&. Un enfant ne
peut survivre physiquement, .. psychologiquement et
spiritueliement sans la solidarité qui nous rend tous
responsables de tous, responsahlllte quxuprend une intensité
.particuliére quand il s'agit du don d'amcur des parents a
leurs enfants. Le Saint-Siége accorde une importance
spéciale au fait gque 1la Convention reconnait le rdle
1rremplagab1e de la famille pour favoriser la c¢roissance et
le bien-étre de ses membres. La famille est la premlere
cellule vitale de la société@ en raison du SBervice qu'elle
rend 3 la vie et parce qu'elle est la-premiére é&cole des
vertus sociales qui sont le pr1nc1pe actif de' l'existence et
du développement de la société elle-méme. Le bien-&tre des
enfants du monde dépend donc largement des mesures prises
par les Ftats pcur soutenir et aider les familles 3 remplir
leur rS5le en donnant la vie et en assurant 1'é@ducation.

Les enfants du monde crlent leur soif d'un plus
grand respect pour leur dlgnlte individuelle inaliénable et
pour leur droit a la vie des le premier instant de leur
conception, meme dans des circonstances difficiles et dans
les cas de handicaps personnels. Chaque individu, quelles
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que soient sa petitesse ou sa faible importance apparente
d'un point de vue utilitaire, porte 1l'empreinte de 1'image
du Créateur et sa ressemblance (cf. Gn 1, 26). Les
politiques et les actions qui ne reconnaissent pas cette
condition unique de dignité innée ne peuvent conduire a un
monde juste et humain, car elles s'opposent aux vraies
valeurs qui déterminent des catégories morales objectives et
qui fondent les jugements moraux rationnels et les actions
droites. '

La Convention internationale sur les Droits de
1'Enfant constitue une daclaration des priorités et des
obligations qui peuvent partout servir de référence et de
stimulant pou l'action en faveur des enfants. Le Saint-Siége
a 8té heureux d'y adhérer et il ratifie la Conventions en
considérant que les objectifs, les programmes et les actions
qui en résulteront respecteront les convictions morales et
religieuses de ceux qu'elles concernent, en particulier les
convictions morales des parents au sujet de la transmission
de la vie, sans faire pression pour le recours 3 des moyens
moralement inacceptables, et respectant de méme leur libertd
en ce qui concerne la vie et 1'&ducation religieuse de leurs
enfants. Pour apprendre 3 &tre solidaires de leur prochain,
les enfants doivent faire l'esperience réelle de 1la
solidarité par les relations mutuelles vécues 3 1'intérieur .
de la famille elle-méme, dans lagquelle toute: vie humaine,
avant comme aprés la naissance, est profondément respectée,

et dans laquelle la mére et le pére prennent ensemble des
décisions responsables pour 1 'exercice de leur paternite.

Au cours de 1l'Année internatiomale de 1'Enfant, en
1979, Jj'ai eu 1'occasion de m'adresser &3 ]1'Assemblée
générale des Nations Unies. Je renouvelle aujourd'hui, avec
encore plus d'insistance, la conviction et l'espérance que
j'exprimais alors: "Aucun pays du monde, ' aucun systéme
politique ne peut songer 3 son propre avenir autrement qu'a
travers 1'image de ses nouvelles génrations qui, 3 la suite
de leurs parents, assumeront le patrimoine multiforme des
valeurs, des devoirs, des aspirations de 1la nation a
laquelle elles appartiennent, en méme temps que le
patrimoine de toute la famille humaine. La sollicitude pour
1'enfant, dés avant la naissance, dés le premier moment de
sa conception, et ensuite au cours de son enfance et de son
adolescence, est pour l'homme la maniére primordiale et
fondamentale de vérifier sa relation 3 1'homme. Ainsi, que
peut-on souhaiter de plus & chaque peuple et & toute
l'humanit&, 3 tous les.enfants du monde, sinon cet avenir
meilleur oii le respect des droits de 1'homme devienne une
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pleine réalité?" (Discours & la XXXIVme Session de

l'Assemblée générale de 1'Organisation_des Nations Unies, 2
octobre 1979, n. 21).

:.7 .

Que Dieu Tout-Puissant aide ce Sommet A poser des

fondements juridiques solides pour 'l'accomplissement 4&'une
telle réalité!

Du Vatican, le 22 septembfe 1990

Iocannes Paulus PP II



A Su Excelencia, Dr. Javier Pérez de Cuellar
Secretario General de la Organizacién de las Naciones Unidas
en ocasién de la Cumbre para los Nifios

"Tus hijos seran como renuevos de olivo alrededor de tu mesa®
(Salma 128:3).

Estas sencillas palabras del Salmista se refieren a los nifios
como unaigran bendicién de Dios y una fuente de gran alegria para
la familia.

Inspirada por esta visién de la vida humana, la Santa Sede
apoya la Cupbre Mundial para los Nifios como una importante.
expresién y consolidacién del creciente interés que la opinién
piblica y los Estados han mostrado sobre la necesidad de hacer
mucho mas ain para salvaguardar el bienestar de los nifios del
mundo, proclamar los derechos del nific y proteger estos nismos
derechos mediante acciones culturales y legislativas que respeten
la vida humana como un valor en si, independientemente del sexo,
origen étnico, nivel social o cultural, de la conviceién politica
o religiosa. No pudiendo participar personalmente en la Cumbre,
deseo hacer llegar un saludo caluroso a Usted, Sr. Secretario
General, v a los distinguidos Jefes de Estado y de Gobierno
presentes. Con la conviccién de que los avances de la raza humana
son signo de la grandeza de Dios y de la realizacion de su designio
misterioso, invoco ardientemente el auxilio divino sobre sus
deliberaciones. o

Me complace manifestar el aprecio de la Iglesia Catélica por
todo lo que se ha hecho y se hace bajo los "auspicios de las
Naciones Unidas y sus Agencias Especializadas para garantizar la
supervivencia, la salud, la proteccién y el desarrollo integral de
los nifios, los mAg indefensos de nuestros hermanos y hermanas, los
mis inocentes y dignos hijos e hijas de nuestro tGnico Padre
celestial. La pronta adhesién de la Santa Sede a la Convencidn
sobre los Derechos del Nifio, adoptada por la Asamblea General de
las Naciones Unidas el 20 de noviembre de 1989, concuerda con la
tradicién bimilenaria de la Iglesia Catélica de servicio a los -
necesitados material o espiritualmente, en particular a los
miembros mAs débiles de la familia humana, entre los cuales los
nifios han recibido siempre una atencién especial. BEn el Nifio de
Belén los Cristianos contemplan la unicidad, la dignidad, y el
anhelo de amor de cada nifio. En el ejemplo y la ensefianza de su
Fundador, la Iglesia percibe el mandato de dedicar un cuidado
especial a las necesidades de los nifios (¢f. Mc 10:14); ademas, en
la visién Cristiana, nuestro modo de tratar a los nifios viene a ser
como una medida de nuestra fidelidad a Dios mismo (cf. Mt 18:5).

La Iglesia tiene una viva percepcién del la enorme carga de
sufrimiento e injusticia que pesa sobre los nifios del mundo. En
el desempefic di mi ministerio y durante mnis peregrinaciones
pastorales, he sido testigo de la desgarradora tragedia de millones
de nifios en los diversos continentes. Ellos son los néas
vulnerables, porgue son los gque menos pueden hacer oir su voz. Mi



contribucién a esta Cumbre, Sr. Secretario General, se propone
reforzar, ante esta magna Asamblea, la insistente saplica, con
frequencia sin palabras, perc no menos legitima, que los nifios del
mundo dirigen a quienes tienen los medios y la responsabilidad de
proporcionarles un futuro mejor.

Los nifios del mundo piden amor, En este caso el amor
representa la verdadera preocupacién de un ser humano por el otro,
por el bien que cada uno le debe al otro en el vinculo de nuestra
comin humanidad. Un nifio no puede sobrevivir fisica, psicolégica
y espiritualmente sin la solidariedad que nos hace responsables de
todos, una responsabilidad gque asume una intensidad particular en
el amor abnegado de los padres para con sus hijos. La Santa Sede
atribuye un significado particular al hecho de que la
reconoce el papel insustituible de 1a familia en fomentar el
desarrollo y el bienestar de sus miembros. La familia es la célula
primera y vital de la sociedad por su servicio a la vida y porque
es la primera escuela de las virtudes sociales, que son el
principio animador de la existencia y el desarrollo de la sociedad
misma. El bienestar de los nifics del mundo, por lo tanto, depende
mucho de las medidas que tomen los Estados pard ‘spoyar y ayudar a
las familias a cumplir sus funciones de transaitir la vida y dar
formacion. ‘

“ desde el
primer momento de su concepcién, inclusc ante circunstancias
dificiles o taras -personales. Cada individuo - prescindiendo de

que sea pequefic o aparentemente insignificante en términos
utilitarios - lleva la huella de la imagen y semejanza del Creador
(cf. Gen 1:26). Las politicas y las acciones gque no reconocen esa
condicién unica de dignidad innata no pueden conducir a un mundo
m&s justo y humano, ya que se oponen a los verdaderos valores que
determinan las categorias morales objetivas y que forman la base
de- razonables juicios morales y de acciones correctas. :

La Convencién International sobre Jlos Derechos del Nifio
constituye una declaracién de prioridades y obligaciones que pueden
servir como punto de referencia y estimulo para una accién en pro
de los nifios en todas partes. La Santa Sede complacida adhirié a
la Convencién y la apoya en el supuesto de que los fines, los
programas y las acciones que resulten de ella respetaréan las
convicciones morales y religiosas de aquellos a quienes estan
dirigidas, en particular las convicciones morales de los padres
respecto a la transmisién de la vida, sin forzarles a recurrir a
medios moralmente inaceptables, asi como su libertad en lo
referente a la vida religiosa y a la formacitn de sus hijos. Los
nifios, que debersn aprender a ayudar al préjimo, deben aprender
1a realidad de las relaciones de ayuda mutua en la familia misma,
en donde ha de haber respeto profundo por toda vida humana, tanto
no nacida como nac}dp, y donde ambos,

paternidad.



Durante el Afic Internacional del Nifio en 1979 tuve la
oportunidad de dirigirme a la Asamblea General de las Naciones
Unidas. Hoy repito, con mayor énfasis, la convicgion y la
esperanza que manifesté en aquella ocasién:

"Ningin pais del mundo, ningin systema politico puede pensar
en el propio futuro de modo diverso, gi no es a través de la
imagen de estas nuevas generaciones gue tomarén de sus padres el
maltiple patrimonio de los valores, de los deberes, de las
aspiraciones de la nacién a la que pertenecen, junto con el de toda
la familia umana. La solicitud por el nifio, incluso antes de su
nacimiento, desde el primer momento de su concepcién y, a
continuacion, en los afos de la infancia y de la juventud, es la
verificacién primera y fundamental de la relacién del hombre con
el hombre. Por esto, i{qué mis se podria desear a cada nacion y a
toda la humanidad, a todos los nifios del mundo sino-
en el que el respeto de los derechos del hombre llegue a ser una
realidad plena? (Discurso ante las Naciones Unidas, 2 de octubre,
1979, no.2l1).

Que Dios todopoderoso guie a ‘esta Cumbre a establecer un
s6lido fundamento juridicec para el logro de esta realidadl

Desde el Vaticano, 22 de septiembre, 1990.

IOANNES PAULUS PP. II
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DISCURSO DEL LICENCIADO RAFAEL LEONARDO CALLEJAS ROMERO
EN LA CUMBRE PRESIDENCIAL POR LA INFANCIA

Muava York. 27 de Septismbre al 01 da Octubre de 1990).

s con enorme interfs y esperanza qua Hondurss se hace presente en esta
Cumbra Presidenc..il, en la cual qu:-o- GEPTesAr nUAStro compromiso
solesns des wovilizar lo mejor de nuestros recursos an favor de la
infancis da musgtro pafs.

La severa ecrisis que ha venido afsctando nusstra economfa ha
forzado a =i GCobisrmo a sncarar esta problema con la seriedad y
responsabilidsd que la situscin asmerita, Estzmos conclentes que
rainiciar el crecimiento ecomfmico es absolutsmente fundamental para
garantizar el dasarzollo econbmico y social de la MaciSa. Por lo tamto
se estructuzl y se estf sjecutando un plan de reordensmisnto sconSmico,
sin el cual tondurns estarfa enfrentando dessbastecimiento de
cowbustibles, granmoes bisicus, wedicines y otros insumos de vital
isportancis para sl nor—al funcionamisnto del pafs.

No es ficil, sefiore=. para un Cobierno recifin elacto establecsr ua
programs de susteridad econfmica, considersndo qus =m el corto plase
desandarf un envems sacrificis social, en un pafs donde el 70Z de loa
hogares vive en situseilnm de pobreza y el 54X en condiciones de extrama
pobreza. Pero ha sido justaments com el ptop&a:l:n de Tomper coum el
Mnmmahwbtmmummmuuumﬁum
bonastidad y patriotismo.

Es un hecho que la mayoriz de mmestra mmm as pobre y que la
sayoris de nDuestros pobres som nifios y aes por .eso que estamos
desarrollando una polftica ‘social destinads ‘a proteger especislmenta al
nific y la madre honduroil

Huestre sjusts estructural tieme zostro hu-lno y es asta aspscts de
ul politics al que me gunnrh rntazirn ) :

A pesar de hmber reducido ci;n:lﬂcattvmn sl §'sto plblico para
disminuir nuestro voluminoso dJ&ficit fiscal, hemos no solamente
mgatesnido sino que incrementado loa presupuastos de sclud y educaciln,
uientras recortibamos nuestros gastos wilitares. Programas especificos
de . raciopalizaciin sdministrativa, tambifn se encuentras en murcha,
buscando especizlmente resstructurar sl gasto social para procurar la
satisfacciSn de la necesidades de 1la mayorfa pobre, en base z la
adopeiSn de medi!+s de bajo costo y altas eficiencis. Nuestra propuesta
de descentralizscifin administrativa, posibilitaz un sustancial aumento de
las coberturan poblacionales de salud y educacitn, & travis de la
participacisn de la comunidad organizada,

Hewmos agtablecido y financiado el Fondo MHondurefio de Inversidn
Social, mecanismo Sgil para el financismiento de proyectos de generacifn
de empleo, atencifn de necesidades bEsicas y pequefios proyectos
productivost com ¢l cual esperamos promover el mejoramiento de las
condiciones de vida de los grupos sociales marginados tanto en el Srca
urbaocs como rursl,
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Bémos crsadd ¢l Programs 44 AsighaciSa Pemiliar, a2 través dol cuwal ae
financian Actuaissdts; con fpudus propion; progacttos que Subvencioosn a 1a ssdre
solisrz jafa d¢ familis cop’uifias en adad sacolar y nmna {mplementarencs
nmuummu-uujtrWym. asf como los nifios
senores da cinco alles e BEbe.
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trsusports usbane; los grinos bMalcos y 84 has introducide mecanismos de
protecciln tributaria pars 1as clases nils pobres, tedutiendo su eoatribucifi en
d:lquutodnmuu! como en las tarifse da sarvitipe bisicos,

| Mmmmmhmcamuﬁn‘m‘m“mumm
caisis financieras da su historia, agravada sotualsitits por la situaciSa del
me&cm.mwmwmw &4 Lacionaris da- funsstss
consecusncias para nusstrs sociedad, e

Estanos convencidos, muthMuMMmmup
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¢ipacitado; 88 convartirs ea um agents i.voqupotueurlel
chanianto de 168 tecursos £64 qué euants | m:::juh
inversifd que e¢ haga en estod cempos. nmm;«ln

susdtes enormd crisis, tmmlee:lmlnum&ulyupceﬂmmtou-
sussted aifias, sotor fytury da nssstze dudatrplle.

© Eatawos entre lop vaints priseros patees h*ﬁiﬂ:ﬁmum
anhmmmublwmmq?mﬁmnh .

SaZores Prasidentes, uiorn Priseros Xinlstros, ‘Einemon un proyesto setio
de ajusts sconbides con una’'tlars y definids visisn social. 'Dasandsmos unt dpoz-
tunidad para comsolidat nuestra joven dmuauu. Dawandomos una upeum para
suastra infancis,

concidﬁaucdom-ndoednmm 8 cresmos qué tma
iniciativa como 12 qu+ estamos daddrroliando merece 14 comprsusiSn y respaldo de
todos los palses. Holicitamos &1 .apoyd dié .1 ,comunidad internacionsl para
asegurar qua el biensstar de la infancia sa ununu euu ta objetive explieito
del ajusts astructural, -
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PRIME MINISTER
ICELAND

LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN MESSAGE

by the Prime Minister -of Iceland,
H.E. Mr. Steingrimur Hermannsson.

UNICEF is to be complimented for directing the
attention of mankind to the welfare of children.

It is not only our parental or humaniterian duty to
improve the lives of children. They are literally the future
of our nations, of all humanity. By securing for our children
good health, nourishment and education we lay the foundation
of prosperity and progress. It requires healthy young people
with extensive knowledge to master the complex society of our
day. .
In Iceland we are fortunate in this respect. We
enjoy the highest rate of child survival in the world today.
Needs for special measures for child protection are at a
minimum, the circumstances being favourable and armed conflict
unknown. The same can be said for child development, including
literacy and early education. The welfare of our children in
Iceland did not come by itself. It took considerable effort by
people who were poor and that effort continues. As a matter of
fact modern ways of life in the Western World impose new and
serious threats to the development of children.

During a period of development lasting more than a
century, the people of Iceland showed, generation after
generation, a strong desire to give their children a better
life than the parents had enjoyed.

This desire became a spontaneous national policy of
giving priority to the children’s welfare. At first this meant
improved health and nourishment for the children, but soon
literacy and basic learning became no less important. Often
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the three R’s: reading, writing and arithmetic, came before
necessary health services. ,

Long before gaining independence we succeeded in
coming as close as is possible to total literacy. This became
the key to creating a free, modern society of welfare and
technology, where the children continue to have priority in
health, nourishment, housing and education. -

It is our Icelandic .experience that children’s
education should be based on their nation’s own cultural
heritage. Thus we strengthen our own identity before adapting
international systems and technologies. The developing nations
pust build their educational systems on their own but not on
any other culture. '

The rapid increase in population of. the developing
countries has made the task of educating .the children
staggering in size. But there is no choice. After the primary
needs of parental home, health and nourishment, education is
the only way to give the children hope:  of: a satisfactory life.
The education must be practical, weducation for self-reliance”
as President Nyerere called it. It nust be tailored to the
needs and conditions of each country. ‘

There is to-day a crucial need for literacy. This is
necessary for the child to become a citizen who is in living
contact with his immediate neighbourhood, in 1living contact
with his nation and in living contact with the civilization of
our age of knowledge and information.

One must trust that this "greatest Summit ever held"
will result in an all out effort by every nation to improve
the life of its children.
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Prime Minister of India
New Delhi

September 29, 1990

Message

The World Summit for Children is a unique
international event. It will promote a new commitment, at
the highest political levels, to 'goals and strategies for
ensuring the survival, protection and development of
children all over the world. :

Children constitute the most important segment of
any society. The very ‘future of mankind depends, in a
large measure, on the health and development of children.
Both the Declaration and the Plan of Action prepared for
adoption by the Summit provide for a set of achievable
goals and strategies for attaining them in the course of
1990s. 1India will be happy to endorse these documents.

The central issue facing millions of children in
developing countries is not only the absence of material
resources, but even the lack of basic health facilities,
adequate nutrition, shelter and education. It is our duty
to improve and enrich their 1lives and to give them a
chance to have the joys of childhood. :

India has adopted a number of programmes for the
welfare and development of children. An Integrated Child
Development Programme consisting of a package of services
of supplementary . nutrition, immunization, referral
services and pre-school. education launched in the mid-70s
~has completed 15 years of operation this year. Starting
with a mere 33 projects 1in 1975, the programme covers
approximately 40% of the country today through a network
of 2424 projects. It has led to the reduction of the
infant mortality rate per thousand 1live birth from 139 in
1972 to 94 in 1988. A Technology Mission for wuniversal
immunization has successfully covered 85% of the districts
under its programme. Efforts are now being made to achieve
cent per cent coverage of women and 85% of children in all
the districts by the end of this year.

A literate populaticn and universal education are
critical for nation building. 1990 is the International
Literacy Year. It is also the SAARC Year of the Girl
Child. Earlier this year UNICEF, together with three
other UN bodies, set the goal of basic education for all
by the year 2000. Our national endeavour is fully in
consonance with this objective. India has recently given
a new thrust to elementary education. The emphasis 1in
educational programmes is on universal involvement and
free and compulsory education of children upto 14 years of
age. India has also macde substantial improvements in the
gquality of education.

I wish the Summit every success in achieving a
better, gafer, healthier world for children to live‘in.
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PESAN PADA

KONPERENSI TINGKAT TINGGI UNTUK ANA K-AMK,
PADA TANGGAL 29 SEPTEMBER 1990, '
DI NEW YORK

Pertam a-tama perkensnkan saya mespampaikan wtapan selamsar
atas terselenggaranya Kooperenat Tingkat Tinggl untuk Asak-ansk seka-
rang ini. Seys mengharapkan semogs koupsrensi inl dapat meacapst Tuju-
an-tujuan yang kita inginkan, yakni nwnjamin kalangsungan hidup, periin-
dungan dan pengembangan snak-ansk. Dengan rase isesl yang dalam, sa-
ya cidak dapst hadir sendiri dalam Koaperensi Tisgkat Tioggt yang pecting
int, berhubung dengsn banyaknys kesibuksn di Tansh Alr. Karema lku, sa-
ya menugasi Meczert Koordinator Kesejahterssn Rakyse, Sospardjo Rose-
tam, mmmmmmmwu

Dewass int kita sedang memasult era baru, Sustu ers & tmm
mmmmwmmm
mi dan pembangunan serts peda masilsh mm Nevast
inl periu kita manfasskan sebatk-baikuys untuk mamberustes ksterteis-
kangan dan kemiskinan, mkmmmm
ta meningkarkas kualitas umas masusls.

‘Ussba unevk mesingkarkan tukias manusls skag betheall decgaa
batk fiks dilakvkan roulsi dart ansk-amk serta dilakssoakaa secara ber-
samma. Lebtih-leblh kenystaan memang mecamjukikan babrws dewass il ma-
sth tidake sadfkir ansk-ansk yang mecinggal karens pecyskit dea kekm-

rangan giul, yang meaderita karens kemiskines, belaparas, peperangsn

dan sebeb-sebab lsinays. Konperensl inl merupakss SSrwm yaag copat ustuk
memecahkan maseleh Mesusia dan kemanusisan ftu.



Maoyadar! akan peccingnys anak sebagai fokus pembsagunsa,
maka kami di Indoossia memberikan perhatian yang besar pads masaish
iol dan sskaligus mengkaitkannys dengan masalsh kepeatutukan semen-
jak awsl pemnbangunan nasions!. Behkan kami memanifestasikan pemba-
ngunan nasicosl kamd sebagai pembengursn manusis [adonesia ssuruhoya
dag pembangumen seluruh masyarakat [ndooesia.

Karens {ru, pads setisp tahap pembangunan, program (ruingkastas
kesejahtersan snek yang menyangkut kessjshterasn fisfk maupun mental,
serts program-program kependudukan selalu mervpakan bagian integral
dart seluruh keglatan pembangunan nasional kami,

Kami megysdart puls bakwa mase depan yang lebih daik begt ansk
akan tercipes j{ka kits berhasil membencuk kaluargs kecil yang ssjshoers
ssyang yung besar dart kedus orang tusays. Kasth ssysag oraag tus isl o-
dak skan tergaactias cleb slspspun. Kasth sayang ovang tus skan becpe-
ngarch terhadap bepribadian dan kemsatapen fiwe assk i mess demag.

bushian hasil yang mesggembirakan. mumm
m-u“mmuhaumm
GEm T PINERRUEERA BT L
Mepacert kas poringys sakazsk b Knlsgeengen e
umat manusia serta bagi pembangupan, ssys u-nm
mengadakan langkah- mmmmmum

A . eaye e e ok
dunis yang damai dan ssjebeers. mummum
kan ansk-ensk kita kefak.

Terima kasth, SR

Jakarta, 29 Segoamber 1990
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MESSAGE
DY ‘ ,
THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA
HIS EXCELLENCY SOEHARTO
TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN
NEW YORK, 29 SEPTEMBER 1990

I would like to convey my warmest congratulations on the occasion of the
World Summit for Children. As I share your firm commitment to the health and
welfare of children throughout the world, it is with the deepest regret that I am
unable to personally attand this important Summit. I have therefore charged the
Coordinating Minister for People’s Walfare of the Republic of Indonesia, Mr.
Soepardjo Roestam, as my special envoy to attend the World Summit for Children.
My sincere hope is that this meeting will attain its ideal goals, namely to secure the
survival, protection and development of children. '

Today, the world is entering s new era. An erp where all nations are
focussing their primary. attention on social sad mnonic improvement and
development, and on humanitarian concerns. Wo must seise the opportumt.iu
presentad to us to eliminats backwardness and povcrty to creats prosperity and well-
being, udtolnpmvothemrdlquhtyoﬂifefonllmnkind.

Such efforts will only inest with success when they are begun with
attention to the plight of cur children, and carried outbpthr universally. Anmiong
the many problems afflicting children, such as poverty, hunger, and war, it is here at
the World Summit for Children that comprehensive and enduring solutions may be
found. ' T ' )

Well aware of the importance of children as the focus of development, we
in Indonesia have given much attention to their situation, and since the start of our
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national development we have linked the improvement of child welfare with the
population problem. Too, we have manifested our national development as the
development of the complete person and the whole of Indonesian society.

For this reason, therefore, every facet of development, of the program of
improving the children’s physical and spiritual well-being, and of the program of
population, have always been integral parts of our over-all national development
activities. '

It is also our belief that we can chart a better future for our children if we
can succeed in creating a small, happy and prospérdus famiily, where:children have
the love and affection of their parents, and the charactersaid idoral mhility of
children can be shaped. :

We are pleased that our endeavors in these’ ‘ﬁd’ldt‘%i‘ie produced
encouraging resulta. Gradually, our population program has acquired a broader
horizon, and we have been able to improve the well-being of Indonesian children. At
present, both programs, population and childf%%"'s’v‘ie’lfm“fﬁapmmnt.”htve also

f it e -

become a part of the national program to develop human resources.

Conacious of the importance of children for the survival of mankind, I fully
endorse the idea to adopt concrete steps by all of us for improving child welfare in the
advent of the 21st century by ensuring child survival. &rouchon and Jnveloppont.

In conclusion, I sincerely hbpé thattlm WorldSumnut will behcneﬁcal
and lead to the creation of a peaceful and more prosperous world. A world that will
bring health and happiness to our children and to theirs.

Jakarta, 29 September 1990
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA

Sgd.
SOEHARTO
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In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Children are divine gifts entrusted to parents and society
whose heavy duty is to protect care, and nourish them.

Any child is like a valuable seed, having numerous talents
whose blooming depends on the existence of suitable material and
spiritual environment. Appropriate nourishment, health care,
security and proper shelter are all fundamental necess1t1es for
their phy51ca1 growth . While their prosperity and mental well
being is subject to strengthening family ties and foundation,
consolidating moral values, promoting education and creating a
sound ethical and psychological atmosphere.

Most deviations, abnormalities, addiction to drugs and social
ills are rooted in the unhealthy 51tuatlon in the family. Without
consolidating the family ties and parent’s self-sacrifice in paying
upbringing to their children and without drawing up a comprehensive
educational program, it is impossible to safeguard the children
from the many great dangers threatening the Children. Holding the
World Summit for Children illustrates the. .necessity that has been
heavily sensed in the last decade holding of the 20th century.
Outrageous economic poverty deprived many children of the least
living requirements, destroying their talents and even their lives,
while some other children being drowned in abundant consumption and
luxurious life, are being spoiled and alienated from themselves,
losing their human responsiveness. This is a regrettable and harsh
dual reality which necessitates a deep rethinking of cultural
values and a revision of international order.

Today’s generation of children and youngsters are raised in a
system contradictory and discordant from within, in which supports
and programs are drawn up mainly to decrease the negative
consequences, ignoring the main causes and reasons. On one hang,
it is emphasized that a hospitable and warm family atmosphere is
essential for development of children, on the other hand, the
family foundation is bound to become weaker and weaker, compelling
the children to live in an unstable and single-parent family where
the requirements for their upbringing are not met either physically
or psychologically-hence love which is the holiest and strongest
inner human desire has degenerated into sexual games of different



kinds, ruining the talents that should be deployed to foster the
new generatlon.

Depriving the right to life of children conceived though not
born has been legalized by the judicial and legislative bodies by
virtue of majority votes, while the right to life of children born
are considered infrangible and indisputable. Now that the summit
seeks to protect the children, it is opportune to address this
contradiction in prevailing culture.

In accordance with the degree of incorporating Islamic
teachings in to practical laws, in the Islamic Republic of Iran
family order has changed course towards an increasingly stable one.
The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran attaches paramount
importance to education, well-being and upbringing of children,
devoting considerable resources to the same. In early 1980’s a
program under the title of "struggle to protect children’s life"
was drawn up and effectively ‘implemented by all concerned
authorities, social and popular bodies and mass media. Fortunately
due to presence of strong political will and ¢commitment, special
arrangements including the development of health centers, general
vaccination of children and encouraging mothers to breast-feed
their children have led to valuable accomplishments in protecting
the lives of children and decreasing infant mortality.

I hope the current international efforts will be able to
create a healthy educational environment by solving the deep
cultural contradictions and hence prepare the suitable grounds for
alleviating the material and spiritual deprivations of children.
Constructing a happy future without tension and turbulence requires
international and national programs, resources as well as good will
and stead fastness, devoid of political and material considerations
at both International and National 3evels. - .Concordance of an
international economic-cultural order, termination of the era of
deprivations, domination and provocation are the essential
catalysts for a future marked with positive and prosperous
development of today’s children and tomorrow’s decision makers.
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“Lesdership for Childzen”

On the occasion of the conveniang of the Intarnationsl
Conference on Childrem, we havae the pleasurs to uud.l:ho following
nessage to all free peoples of the world who look forward to
prov:l.dins an honourable, ftu way of life to future generations
where justice and equality shall prevail and where the
discrinination and hegemony which charactrize our world today,

shall be eliminated.

It s a natter of deep concern and regret that at the
very tiwe that the International Confersnce on Children is being
held, the grsat powers which dominate ‘the Security Council are
dcpri‘;ins the Children of Iraq from uilk aad food under the
pretext of lmposing aconomic sanctions agaidet Iraq. Those
powetrs and thelir collaborn:ors have ruorted to the use of !ood as
a weapon against & vhole people 1nc1ud:l.ng notheru and chi.ldten- an
act which is being implementad by states which consider themselves
to be civilized and which has no prcccdent'in contenporiry
history. Those states have written a black page in the history
of the United Nations Organization by imposing these barbaric
measures and condoning the use of food as a weapon in
{aternational conflicts with the approval of the Security Council
and under the cover of its resolutions. In imposing these
asasures, the great powers have done so in the full knowledge that

they themselves and their sallies are immune to any similar



condemnations or sanctions regardless of the enormity of the act
of aggression they perpetrate, as they enjoy the veto rights to
protect themselves from the consequences of their aggrzsaiye snd
arbitrary policies, and from the judgement of the international

community. -

We call upon the leaders of small states and of the
developing countries in particuiar to scand together and to
cooperate to rectify ‘thue iniquitous cot_lditim and to put —an end
to the threate to the lives of children Sy the r;se of food and

medicines as & wveapon against them.

Saddam Enssein ‘
President of the Republic of Inq
Baghdad '
%, Rabi”s aliwel 1411
September 23 1990
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Oifig an Taoisigh
~ Office of the Taoiseach

World Susmit for Children, New York, 29/30 Ssptember, 1990.

Personal Message from the Taoiseach, (Prime Minister of Ireland
Mr. Charles J. Haughey, T.D.

The World Summit for Children is a unique event., It has caught the
imagination of governments and peoples worldwide. Never before have so many
leaders gathered together in one place dedicated to work towards a common

purpose.

This purpose is the promotion of the welfare of the world's children. We
commit ourselves to practical action designed to safeguard and advance this
welfare. We have already seen that much can be achieved through concerted
and sustained action. The immunisation programmes put in place in the 1980s
alone save up to two million young lives each year. A further one and a
half million children who were vaccinated in time against the blight of
polio can today lead healthy, active lives. We need to maintain the impetus
of these achievements. Efforts to expand the coverage of immunisation
programnes must continue and be built upon. .

Throughout the world, children must be provided with adequate food, shelter,
health and education so that they may lead lives free from abject poverty
and want. We must also show practical concern for children by creating
conditions in which the human value and dignity inherent in every child can
flourish and find expression. The Convention on the Rights of the Child
provides an inspiring charter and beacon for our common efforts. 1 am
pleased to have the opportunity at the Summit to sign the Convention on
Ireland's behalf and to state my intention to ensure its speedy
ratification. -

In conclusion, I wish to congratulate the initiators of the Summit for their
imagination and industry in bringing into reality this inspiring event.

Z\amﬂ-‘-—-.\ U—N—ﬂw’-u—b\'

Charles J. Haughey,
Taoiseach.

Oifig an Taoisigh, Tithe an Rialtais, Baile Atha Cliath 2.
Office of the Taoiseach, Government Buildings, Dublin 2.
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MESSAGE OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL
TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN
30 SEPTEMBER 19%0

Every vyear, fifteen million children under the age
of five die of diseases that can easily be prevented.
Immunization, water purification, improvement of
nutrition, orientation and education of the public in the
field of health can prevent this tragedy from continuing.

The industrial nations are plagued by a special set
of problems; poverty, parents' addiction to drugs and
alcohol, <child abuse, aids and more. Unfortunately,
Israeli society is also afflicted by some of these
problems. I must note with satisfaction, though, that
Israel 1is well known for the services we provide for
children, which are offered by government, academia and
volunteer organizations. However, as we say in the Day of
Atonement prayer, "The needs are many" - what is lacking
are the resources to meet all those needs.

The State of Israel 1is determined to improve upon
the situation facing the children of our nation.
Certainly, today, that includes the health of the children
of recent immigrants to our country. Moreover, we will
continue to contribute to efforts to improve the situation
of children all over the world. The Jewish people having
lost a million and a half children in the Holocaust cannot
be indifferent to the suffering of children.

Today, the President of 1Israel 1is hosting a
ceremony in commemoration of the World Summit for Children.
Last vyear, I myself was honored to sign the Charter of
Children's Rights in 1Israel, which was introduced by the
Israeli National Council for the Child. 1In November 1989,
Israel joined one hundred and thirty other countries by
placing our signature on the Convention on the
International Rights of the childqd, which awaits
ratification.

UNICEF is among the leaders in advancing the cause.
of the child. It has helped Israel greatly since its
inception, and Israel has  chosen to express its
appreciation of UNICEF's activities by issuing a special
Stamp.

We express the hope that the focus of interest 'in
children will indeed bring about a positive development in
efforts being made in the fields of nutrition, medic@ne,
disease prevention, education and the environment. We join
our voice to the declarations expressed by Heads of State
today, calling for a universal coalition of countries and
organizations for the benefit of children and for a better
future for all humanity.

Yitzhak Shamir

Prime Minister
State of Israel
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Le Sommet que 1‘UNICEF a c¢onvoqué pour
débattre de l/avenir des enfants est un événement de la
plus grande importance. Le fait que les Chefs d’Etat et
de Gouvernement d‘un nombre si grand de Pays ont adhéré
a l’invitation du Comité Promoteur en constitue la
preuve la plus évidente.

: La seule fagon de prévoir l’avenir c’est de
le préparer; nous voulons et nous devons, aujourd’hui,
confirmer notre engagement moral et agir en temps utile
afin d‘’assurer un avenir de paix authentique et 1le
bien-étre aux nouvelles générations.

I1 existe aujourd’hui une nouvelle solidarité
internationale, qui a donné vie a une coalition
mondiale unie et déterminée comme jamais elle ne 1l1’a
été. C’est dans ce méme esprit de convergence
universelle que nous devons agir aujourd’/hui contre cet
ennemi silencieux qui s’appelle sous-développement
démocratique, en nous débarrassant de nos vieux
égoismes. '

Nous savons avec certitude que les
conséquences de la crise finiront encore une fois par
s’abbattre sur les populations les plus pauvres et sur
leurs enfants poussés vers la mort pasr la tentative de
payer la dette de leurs péres. Nous n’avons plus de
temps pour une rhétorique de maniére: il nous faut
donner corps & la nécessité d’éliminer, :d’ici la fin du
siacle, la principale cause da la .nétte séparation
existant entre le Nord et le Sud. Il  faut doter les
institutions qui régissent les processus d‘ajustement
économique d‘une authentique sensibilité vis-a -vis des
aspects sociaux, évitant ainsi de rigides thérapies
purement macroéconomiques. ' :

I1 faut parvenir a une entente operationelle
sur les remédes, J’estime que la dette des Pais en voie
de développement avec les institutions bilatérales et
multilatérales doit étre virtuellement annulée, en 1la
transformant en préts & long terme avec un ninimum
d’intéréts, payables en devises locales, de sorte
qu’ils deviennent l/cbjet de nouveaux investissements



MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL
TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN
30 SEPTEMBER 1990

Of all the injuries cruelly afflicted by human
beings upon their fellow men, offenses against children
must be the most insufferable. We see and we know how
day after day throughout the world children are killed in
cold blood; they are mercilessly exploited as laborers;
adults, drunk with power, mistreat them; they are made to
participate in violent struggles that are not truly their
concern, all too often at the cost of their lives. Man
has reached the moon and conquered deadly diseases, but
calmly views televised scenes of tens of thousands of
children perishing from starvation every year.

In our own region, too, we are witness to
systematic exploitation of children in violent political
struggles. They are manipulated by unscrupulous leaders
who know how quickly children become enthusiastic and risk
the gravest dangers in perilous adventures that fire their
fertile imaginations. The identity of those who embroil
children in strife is hidden but well known, and all of us
are morally obligated to dissociate ourselves from these
cynical and heartless individuals. .

In the tradition of our people the child has a
central role. He symbolizes the future of the nation, but
at the same time he is seen as a person with rights of his
own and a place in society. He is not only"an object to be
dealt with, but an active factor in shaping the world in
which we live. This is an approach characteristic of our
people's development from the beginnings of its history to
the period of the Holocaust when ghetto children
heroically smuggled weapons and £food - to the Jewish
population destined to suffer the cruelest of fates.

The Jewish people has always thought of children as
its most precious asset. Today, when universal attention
is being directed to the problems of children, the State
of Israel takes its place among all men of good will in
the great endeavor to free the world's children from
suffering and injustice and to assure them of a better
future.

Chaim Herzog
President
State of Israel



‘pour le developpement économique et la protection de
l’environnement.

Les Nations Unies constituent aujourd’hui une
structure capable &’assurer une fonction de garant d’‘un
mécanisme nouveau et complexe, et de transformer la
dette en sclidarité humaine. Il est en méme temps
nécessaire d’anlyser et de mettre & jour les fonctions
et les responsabilités des Agences spécialisées, de
sorte qgu’‘elles puissent jouer un  réle de catalyseur
concret des choses a faire.

les Communautés et les Gouvernements du.Sud
du monde sont appelés & jouer un rdle de véritables
protagonistes dans la construction .dfun -avenir commun.
Cette modification indispensable des rdles ne’peut plus
étre renvoyée. Il est nécessaire, dans le cadre des
resscurces possibles gqu‘un Pays peut destiner au -
secteur social, d’assurer une juste distribution de ces
ressources. Il est nécessaire de mettre en place des
structures en mesure de geérer les .financements exté
rieurs et deles traduire en développement concret, a
l’échelle de l’homme. Il faut défendre avec force 1le
principe démocratique de la participation aux choix de
la part des communautés locales, méme au prix d4‘imposer
cette participation comne cond:.t:.on pour obtenlr 1es
financements. R S

Je ne crois pas qu‘il y ait une occasion plus
appropriée pour affirmer que la véritable .opportunité
historigque que nous devons saisir est la possibilité de
mettre fin & la course aux armements.  Non seulement
parce gqu‘elle est en soi dangereuse et .immorale, mais
aussi parce que de cette seule fagon il -sera possible
d’utiliser les enormes ressources gui ‘se rendraient
disponibles a des fins beaucoup plus nobles, pour une
répartition des richesses plus équitable et pour une
véritable justice sociale & l’échelle universelle.

Nous n‘avons pas indigué "~“de nouvelles
formules pour assurer l‘’avenir de nos -enfants. Mais
nous savons tous queles méthodes et les instruments
existent et qu’ils sont A4 notre disposition. I1 suffit
seulement de savoir et wvouloir les utiliser et d/aveoir
confiance.
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MESSAGTE

LEADERSEIP POR CHILDREN

THE WORLD SUMMIT POR CHILDREN TO BE HELD AT THlS TIME IS AN
INDICATION OF THF IMfORTANCE PLACED BY PARTICIPATING GOVERNMENTS
ON CHILDREN AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. THLS SUMMIT IS TIMELY
AND REQUIRES CONCENTRATED EFFORT ON THE PART OF ALL NATION
STATES TO ENSURE TIAT concnzrzléraamzszas AND POLICIES WILL

IN FACT BE PURSUED IN ORDER TO IMPROVE SOME EXISTING CONDITIONS
UNDER WHICH CHILDREN LIVE. o

IT IS MY VIEW THAT CHILDREN ARE OUR MOST PRTZED POSSESSION,
AS THEY WILL ENSURE THE CONTINUITY OF puﬁégsz AS WE STRIVE
TOWARDS IMPROVED STANDARDS OF LIVING. THEREFORE, THE CHILDREN
OF THE WORLD MUST NOT ONLY BE PROTECTED FROM DIFFICULT AND
THREATENING SITUATIONS, BUT THEY MUST ALSO BE AFFORDED ALL

POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES TO DEVELOP THEIR FULL POTENTIALS.

WE IN JAMAICA, INTEND TO TAKE EVERY STEP TO PROTECT THE YOUNG
AND ESPECIALLY THE DISADVANTAGED ONES AMONG THEM. WE ALSO
INTEND TO CREATE THE ATMOSPHERE AND TO INTRODUCE SUCH SERVICES
AS WOUILD REDUCE THE EXPOSURE OF CHILDREN TO DIFFICULT CIRCUM-

STANCES. ' v

THE GOVERNMENT WHICH I HAVE THE HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE TO LEAD,
HAS RECENTLY DEVELOPED A "FIVE YEAR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN",
WHICH EAS AS ONE PRIORITY AREA, TEE CARE AND PROTECTION OF
CHEILDREN IN A VARIETY OF SECTORS. WE ARE COMMITTED TO
CONTINUE TO EXPLORE AVENUES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FULL
POTENTIAL OF OUR CUILDREN, AND WE INTEND TO INTENSIFY THESE
EFFORTS ON A TIMELY BASIS AS OUR RESOURCES WILL ALLOW.

/THE POPULATION...



THE POPULATION IS BEING SENSITI2ED TO THE NEED TO GIVE GREATER
ATTENTION TO AND TO DEMONSTRATE A MORE CARING ATTITUDE TOWARDS
OUR CEILDREN. TO THIS END WE ARE EMBARKING ON PUBLIC EDUCATION
PROGRAMMES IN ARCAS CONCERNED WITH GENERAL HEALTH AND EDUCATION.

WE CONTINUE TO WORK TO CREATE THE OPPORTUNITIES AND FPACILITIES
WHICH WILL EVENTUALLY ALLOW BVERY CHILD TO DEVELOP APPROPRIATELY.
WE GIVE OUR PIRM COMMITMENT TO TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO
ACCOMPLISH CUR GOAL TO PROTECT OUR CHILDREN IN EVERY POSSIBLE
SPHERE OF THEIR LIVES. |

WE ARC CONVINCED THAT THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN IS A BOLD
AND POSITIVE STEP TOWARD THE CREATION OF A BETTER WORLD FOR
OUR COILDREN, AND I WISH THAT THE DELIBERATIONS WHICH ARE ABOUT
TO TAKE PLACE WILL HAVE EVERY SUCCESS. |

MICHAEL
PRIME MINIS OF JAMAICA

SEPTEMBER 25, 1990
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Message From Japan

I firmly believe that this unprecedented World Summit for
Children has historic significance: .it will help ensure the
survival, protection, and development of children, who will take
over our future. ‘ o o

At this Summit, I would like to stress the importance of
education. ) , e e ”

The world today faces a grievous situation. ; More than one
hundred million children have no opportunity to receive a basic
education, due to various reasons. More than one billion adults
are illiterate. And developed countries are struggling with
educational problems caused by the degeneration of modern society.

In order to solve these educational problems which both
developed and developing countries are facing, it is a matter of
utmost importance to establish objectives based on humanity.

In Japan, even in the premodern Edo Period (1600-1867),
elementary education was widely available. Since the Meiji
Restoration of 1868, the new government of Japan gave the highest
priority to making primary education universal, in order to build
a modern nation. Above all, attention was paid to the training
and recruiting of capable teachers and improvement of their
social status. It is no exaggeration to say that this policy of
promoting education was the basis for the subsequent development
of Japan.

I would like to point out the importance of education in the
family, especially the importance of educating the mother. 1In
education, it is a matter of the greatest importance that the
government and the family play their respective proper roles in
harmony. The mother, after all, is the *first teacher in child’s
life," and her role is extremely important. Yet approximately
sixty-five percent of all illiterate adults in the world are
women.

With this situation in mind, I wish to stress the following
three points:

First, the promotion and improvensnt of education should be
given a high priority in national development plans, and that
requires firm determination and action on the part of national
leaders.



Second, I propose that the importance of the roles of the
family and the local community be recognized, and that, under the
leadership of international organizations, each country take
special measures to improve women’s literacy.

Third, the culture, customs and traditions of each country
should be respected in promoting and improving education. For
that purpose, voluntary efforts by each country are essential.
Japan will cooperate unstintingly in such efforts.

Finally, peace is an essential condition for the children to
receive education without anxiety and grow up with hope for the
future. Great expectations are placed on the United Nations in
this respect, and I highly appreciate ‘its activities responding
to them. Japan, with its emphasis on diplomacy centered on the
United Nations, is determined to fully participate in these
activities.

: .
" Toshiki Kaifu
Prime Minister of Japan

' | I.-'..E A
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In less than a year two very significant steps have been taken
relating to the plight of children. In November 1989, the United
Nations approved the final text of the Convention on the Rights of
Children. Ten months later, and in the same hall where the
convention was adopted, the World Summit for children is now being
convened with the participation of more than seventy Heads of State
or Govenment and their personal representatives.

While the convention - described as the Bill of Rights for
Children - delineates the legal and legislative framework, as well
as universal recognition of the problems and needs of children and
their solutions, the Summit was a unique occasion for highlighting
these problems and needs and to secure a firm commitment from us
all to work towards the goal of securing a better future for every
child, as well as an opportunity to strengthen and improve
1nternatlonal cooperation and solidarity for the betterment of
children's rights.

Every day countless children around the world fall victim to
diseases, war and violence, foreign occupation, racial
discrimination, prejudice and aggression. They suffer from the
scourge of poverty, hunger, homelessness, 1111teracy, and die from
malnutrition and disease.

The world communlty has decided to compromise these problems
and this summit is the latest - though hopefully it will not be the

lJast - serious attempt to meet this challenge. The global
awareness of the precarlous situation of children testify to the
mounting interest in humanity ‘and human ‘:life. These are

unmistakable signs of our renewed commitment to work collectively
to better the llves and conditions of children everywhere.

Thls is why the new world-wide child. watch gives me hope.and -
encouragement about the future of mankind. It 'is my deep
conviction that it will not be possible for any-nation to advance
and achieve enduring and meanlngful progress and prosperity unless
we act together on common issues whlch challenge us.

Jordan, which is not endowed with suff1c1ent.natural resources
compared to others, has made strident steps in the fleld of
chlldren's survival, protection and development.

Since 1969, Jordan has been in the lead in its infant
mortality reduction rate. We have cut that rate from 75 per
thousand to 30 since 1980, and immunized 90 percent of our under-
ones reaching the 1990 universal immunization goal in 1988.



In the field of compulsory education, we have achieved a 96
percent enrollment rate in 1989. Jordan's primary education
programme was one of three country case examples selected to
represent the Arab region at the World Education Conference held in
Thailand, in March 1990. Further, about 50 percent of upper-grade
students are girls reflecting a remarkable gender balance in our
schools. Currently, we are embarking on a ten-year plan to develop
kindergarten with the aim of achieving two broad goals: establish
pre-school education and increase enrollment in kindergarten.

Governmental departments and agencies in cooperation with
private voluntary associations are making intensive efforts to
improve pre-schools. Proper upbringing of children and their
development is one of the primary goals of the national socio-
economic development plan of 1986-1990.

Jordan is described as a child power because 48 percent of the
population are children. Despite the meagerness of our material
resources we have given children first call on the country's
resources.

We have accomplished the present level in terms of protection
and services for children through the combination of sound planning
and respect for the primary social unit,-the family, and a strong
commitment on our part. Our culture and social values, especially
the belief in the sanctity of human life and the individual, as
well as the vital role of the family, the nucleus of society have
played a vital role in ensuring success..for our national drive to
protect and serve our children. In this context, we appreciate the
help, whether in terms of material support or advice that we have
received from UNICEF and other international organizations.

In conclusion, I hope that the cénférenée.wﬁll be a success
story and landmark in the worthiest cause of our human endeavours.

The Plan of Action and the World Declaration on the survival
and development of children in 1990 put forth. by the Planning
Committee represents a comprehensive framework for a serious and
noble effort to give children a better future. This provides all
with an opportunity to reaffirm our resolve to meet this challenge
in accordance with the principles of human rights, Jjustice and
cooperation embodied in the United Nations Convention on the Rights
of the Child. Jordan will continue to pursue this objective.
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I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CONVEY MY FELICIOUS
CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU.PERSONALLY AND TO THE UNITED NATIONS

AS A WHOLE FOR THE INITIATIVE THAT THE UNITED NATIONS HAS

TAKEN IN BRINGING THE PLIGHT OF WORLD CHILDREN TO THE FQCUS

OF ATTENTION OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY.  IT IS MY CONVICTION

AND HOPE THAT THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHITDREN WILL MAKE SUITABLE
AND PRACTICAL RECOMMENDATIONS ON. THE MEASURES WHICH SHOULD BE
TAKEN BY THE WORLD COMMUNITY TO IMPROVE THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN.,

I WISH TO RE-ASSURE YOU MR, SECRETARY-GENERAL. OF MY PERSONAL
SUPPORT FOR THE HOLDING OF THE SUMMIT,  CHILDREN ARE OUR
INVESTMENT FOR THE FUTURE AND IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT PRESENT DAY
LEADERS SHOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO ENSURE THEIR FUTURE.,

IT IS THEREFORE WITH MUCH REGRET THAT DUE TO OTHER PRESSING
NATIONAL COMMITMENTS I AM NOT ABLE TO PERSONALLY ATTEND THE
SUMMIT, HOWEVER 1 WISH THE SUMMIT EVERY SUCCESS AND TO
ASSURE YOU THAT 1 WILL FOLLOW 'VERY CLOSELY THE DELIBERATIONS
AT THE SUMMIT. I ALSO WISH TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
RE-ASSURE YOU OF MY GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO THE PROMOTION
AND PROTECTION OF THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN, TO THIS END KENYA
WAS AMONG THE FIRST TWENTY COUNTRIES TO SIGN AND RATIFY THE
UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD. MY
GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO SET UP A WORKING GROUP WHICH HAS PRODUCED
A NATIONAL PAPER ON KENYA'S PERSPECTIVE ON ALL THE THEMES OF
THE SUMMIT AS WELL AS ON POPULATION AND ENVIRONMENT. ‘THIS
PAPER WILL BE CIRCULATED AT THE SUMMIT. MY GOVERNMENT IS
COMMITTED TO EXAMINING THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THAT PAPER WITH
A VIEW TO THEIR EARLY IMPLEMENTATION.

A
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ACCEPT, EXCELLENCY THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST

CONSIDERATION,

DANIEL T. ARAP MOI
PRESIDENT AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF-OF. THE
SO C OF KENY

T

H.E. MR. JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR;
SECRETARY- GEWHU&.OF THE UNITED NATIONS:
NEW YORK.,

C.C. - | r
MR, JAMES GRANT, '
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.
UsN.T.CiEFus
NEW YORK.
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MESSAGE
DE S.E. M. PHOUMI YONGVICHITH
PRESIDENT AD INTER!M DE LA REPUBLIQUE DEMDCRATIQUE POPULAIRE LAO
PRESIDENT DE LA COMMISSION NATIONALE POUR L'ANNEE INTERNATIONALE
DE L'ENFANT,

A SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT DE LA REUNION AU SOMMET
MONDIAL POUR LES ENFANTS A NEW YORK

EXCELLENCE,

JE SUIS PARTICULIEREMENT HEUREUX D'APPRENDRE QUE LA REUNION AU
SOMMET MONDIAL POUR LES ENFANTS OUI SE TIENT DURANT CES DEUX JOURS A
NEW YORK A PU RASSEMBLER AUTANT DE CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE GOUVERNEMENT.
CELA DEMONTRE L'ATTENTION ET LA PREOCCUPATION DE LA COMMUNAUTE
INTERNATIONALE POUR LES SOINS ET L'EDUCATION A DISPENSER AUX ENFANTS
QUi SONT L'AVENIR DE L'HUMANITE. C

DEPUIS LA PROCLAMATION PAR L'ONU DE L'ANNEE INTERNATIONALE DE
L'ENFANT EN 1979 LA COMMISSION NATIONALE LAO POUR L'ANNEE
INTERNATIONALE DE L'ENFANT, EN CODPERATION AVEC L'UNICEF, A DEPLOYE
SES EFFORTS DANS LE DOMAINE DE LA PROTECTION DE LA MERE ET DE L'ENFANT,
ET DANS L'EDUCATION DE LA NOUVELLE GENERATION. L'ASSISTANCE DE UNICEF,
D'AUTRES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES ET NON GOUVERNEMENTALES
AINS| QUE DES PAYS AMIS INTERESSES PAR LA SANTE DES ENFANTS, A PERMIS
DE REDUIRE SENSIBLEMENT L'ETAT DE SOUS-ALIMENTATION DES ENFANTS,
AINSI QUE LE TAUX DE MORTALITE INFANTILE DANS NOTRE PAYS. LA CAMPAGNE
DE VACCINATION EN FAVEUR DES ENFANTS DE MEME QUE L'EXTENSION DU
RESEAU SCOLAIRE ONT EGALEMENT FAIT L'OBJET DUN GRAND EFFORT DE LA
PART DU GOUVERNEMENT. MAIS CELA S'AVERE CEPENDANT INSUFFISANT PAR
RAPPORT A NOS BESOINS ET PAS ENCORE GENERALISE EN RAISON DE NOS
DIFFICULTES DE COMMUNICATIONS INTERIEURES. CE QUI MANQUE LE PLUS, CE
SONT LES ECOLES ENFANTINES, LES INSTRUMENTS DIDACTIQUES ET LES
VETEMENTS POUR ENFANTS. LA DELEGATION LAO PARTICPANT A CE SOMMET
FERA UNE DESCRIPTION PLUS DETAILLEE DE LA SITUATION ACTUELLE DES
ENFANTS LAO.

J'Al LA FERME CONVICTION QUE DANS LES ANNEES A VENIR L'UNICEF ET
LES AUTRES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES CONCERNEES RENFORCERONT



2

LEUR COOPERATION AVEC LE GOUVERNEMENT ET LE PEUPLE LAO EN VUE
D'ASSURER LA SURVIE ET LE DEVELOPPEMENT DES ENFANTS LAO COMME ELLES
LE FERONT EN FAVEUR DE LA NOUVELLE GENERATION DE L'HUMANITE TOUT
ENTIERE.

JE VOUDRAIS, EN GUISE DE CONCLUSION, SAISIR CETTE OCCASION
SOLENNELLE POUR SOUHAITER A LA REUNION AU SOMMET MONDIAL POUR LES
ENFANTS UN BRILLANT SUCCES. '

HAUTE CONSIDERATION
VIENTIANE, LE 28 SEPTEMBRE 1990

PHOUMI VONGYICHITH,
PRESIDENT A.I. DE LA REPUBLIQUE DEMOCRAT IQUE
 .POPULAIRELAD -
COMMISSION NATIONALE LAG.RUR L' ANNEE
INTERNATIONALE DE L'ENFANT.
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Mr. Chairman,

Your Highness,

Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We in Lebanon feel the historical dimension of your Honmorable Summit
aspiring to lay the foundation for a new future for the world's children based

on justice and equal oppoortunitics.

The present bitter situation requires that we recognize the deep
differences between the rich and poor countries, which provide their
children with pleaty and dignity and the poor developing countries that are
unable to protect their children from the ravages of war, bhunger and discase.
Our principal roie in this Summit is to closc the gap between the rich and the
poor and to aspire towards more justice for children.

Today, the Lebanese child represents an example of the suffering of
children from the different forms of war and its results: displacement, loss of
family, warmth, home, security and stability -in addition to the death of
sibblings, relatives, or indeed the total destruction of whole neighborhoods
and their population, leading to the paths of despair rather than school
benches and settled social life. There is also the extreme poverty, particularly
in the last two years, which has led to a lowering of the standard of living and
the capacity to provide health services adn psychological councelling to help
adapt to the painful realities of life.

While sharing with you the prolonged painful experience of children,
Lebanon is determined to confront these circumstances and survive, refusing
to succumb to despair. Indeed our presence here, is the best indicator of our
inisistance to live and safeguard the bope of a bright futurce for the men and
_women of a pesceful and stable tomorrow. We need not remind the world of
our leading role, four decades ago, when a represemtative of Lebanon
announced. together with other countries aspiring to peace, the establishment
of the United Nations as an organization that ushered in a new world where
countrics exercise full sovercignty and where people develop, protected from
the dangers of ecxpansionist wars witnessed in the first half of present
century. Indeed, we will not be absent from any forum where the world
community renews its decision to build a peaceful and stable worid where all
people particularly children, enjoy the welfare and security we wish for them.

Elias Hrawi
President
Republic of Lebanon
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STANDIGE MISSION DES FORSTENTUMS LIECHTENSTEIN
B8El DEN VEREINTEN NATIONEN

Weltgipfel fuer die Kinder

Gruasbotschaft S.E, Herrn Hans Brunhart,
Regisrungachef des Fuerstentums Liechtenstein

Kinder aind unsere Zukunft, eine Zukunft, welche nur
eine Chance hat, wenn diesen Kindern in der Gegenwart
die Moeglichkeit gegeben wird, sich Jetzt in wuerdigen,
den Kindern angemessenen lUmstaenden auf diese Zukunft
verzubeéreliten.

Der Weltgipfel fuer die Xinder kann nur dann ein Anlass

zur Freude der Kinder unserer Welt werden, wenn wir,

die Erwachasenen, diesea Anlass dazu benuetzen, unaere
Verantwortung in Politik, Wirtschaft und gesellschaftlichen
Leben, aber auch in jeder einzelnen Familie wahrnehmen,

in Intereaae - - . des Schutzes und der
Entwiocklung der Kinder dieaser Welt,

Ein grosser Teil der Menschheit und damit vor allem auch der Xinder
befindet sich in einer Lage, welche wenig positive Voraussetzungen
zur Erlangung einer guten 2ukunft fir die Xinder enthilt. Der Welt-
gipfel fir die Kinder soll deshalb in besonderer Weise die Solidaritdit

{

zum Ausdruck bringen, welche notwendig ist, um das derzeitige Schick-
sal und die Zukunftsaussichten der Xinder zu.varbessein; Es ist daher
mein grosser pezsanlicbér wunsch und gleichzeitig das Anliegen peiner
Regierung, dass die am Weltgipfel vurabschiedete Erklarung und der
Aktionsplan zu deren Durchfihrung méglichst rasch konkrete positive

Ergebnisse zeitigt.

In diesem Sinne gruesse ich alle Kinder,
verbunden mit meinem herzlichen Wunach fuer ihr Wohlergehen,

408 LEXINCTCN AVENUE, NEW YORK. N. Y. 10174
TELEFON (212 505 0220, TELEFAX {12 895 0064



Unefficial Translation

nLeadership for Children" Message
by H.E. Mr. Hans Brunhart
Head of Government, Principality of Liechtenstein

Children are our future, and this future can only have a good
chance if children have already right now the possibility
to prepare themselves for this future under fair conditions

that correspond to their needs.

The World Summit for Children can only then be a reason for joy
for all the children of our uorld ir ue. the adulta. take this
opportunity to assume our responsibilities in general and
economic policies aas well as in social life and in the life

of our families, in order to respond to the-interests of our

children to be protected and guided in their development.

A major part of humanity, and especially a major part of our
children are finding themselves in a situatidn that contains
very few positive preoconditions for a better future,
The World Summit for Children should thererorn and in-a special
manner demonstrate our solidarity which is necessary to improve
the actual situation as well as the pegpectives for the future

of all chilidren,

It is my personzal wish and at the same time the wish of my
government that the Declaration adopted at the World Summit
for Children and the Action Plan to implement this Declaration

will see, as soon as possible, concrete and positive results.

In this spirit I present my sincere wishes for the wellbeing
of all children.
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Aprés les discours, il faut passer aux actes. Il est certes
important qu‘un nombre impressionnant de Chefs d’Etat et de Chefs
de Gouvernement aient signé la Déclaration mondiale en faveur de
votre survie, de votre protection et de votre développement.
Encore faudra-t-il la mettre en oceuvre aussi pleinement et aussi
rapidement que possible.

Le Sommet constitue un pas essentiel sur la route qui devra
nous conduire, dans les années a venir, & améliorer sensiblement
votre sort et celui des enfants gue vous aurez vous-méme.

C’est pourquoi, je tiens a remercier les initiateurs et les
organisateurs de ce Sommet. En effet, les résultats concrets sur
lesquels le monde politique s’est engagé solennellement
constitueront sans doute le meilleur héritage global que
1’humanité d‘aujourd’hui puisse laisser & celle de demain.

Une part importante de cet héritage pourra et devra étre la
ratification et la pleine application de la Convention relative
aux droits de l/enfant. ' R

Cependant, pour les pays européens, la vraie portée et la
véritable signification de la Convention, ce n’est pas a’y
adhérer ni d’en garantir une application toujours plus pleine et
plus affinée chez nous.

Pour nos sociétés occidentales et leurs institutions, la
Convention doit avant tout comporter une dimension internationale
et plus particuliérement la dimension Nord-Sud.

Notre engagement doit étre total et inconditionnel. Nous
n’avons pas le droit de décevoir les milliards d’enfants dont les
regards resteront désormais bragqués sur nous.

Jean
Grand-Duc de Luxembourg
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MESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE
WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN,
29TH TO 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1990

On the occasion of the World Summit for
" Children I wish to reaffirm my personal as well
as my Government's commitment to the betterment
of the 1lives of +the world's children. My
Government, through its various organs and means,
as well as the people themselves, have made
concerted efforts to reduce childhood problems
such as mortality, disease, malnutrition,
disability, neglect and ignorance, in order to

improve the living conditions of our children.

In Malawi, we regard children as the most
supreme asset of our Nation. They are the leaders
of tomorrow. Without them there would be no better
future. Our development efforts therefore are
investments for our children. To ﬁs' the human
being is the centre of development and the child
is the basis of the human race. We therefore
cherish fundamental human rights and values as
embodied in the UN Convention on the 'Rights of
the Child and which we will endeavour to enhance

and protect.

We  must eliminate poverty, ignorance,
disease and violence in all its forms from which
children suffer most and promote peace through
contact and dialogue. Many children today are
victims of war, violence, famine and other
disasters, poverty, economic hardships and the
degradation of the environment. But there is
hope for the future because these problems can

be resolved through various strategies and means,
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and at all levels beginning with the family up
to the national and international levels. I shall
therefore constantly call upon my people to
increase agricultural productivity and education
because this will ultimately benefit our children.
I shall further urge my people to strengthen social
institutions that nurture and protect the child,
particularly the family which 1is the natural
environment for proper child growth and
" development. I shall also urge my people to put
the quality of 1life of the child ¥irst before
quantity, and to ensure that each family adequately
provides for their children's .physical, mental
and social development.

My Government will ensure that children
are protected and provided for throughflegisiative ]
and other measures, at home; and will support
any efforts in this endeavour at the international

level.

While congratulating the international

community for taking cognizance of the ~need to

improve the 1lives of millions of the world's .

children who suffer because they have . no voice
of their own, it is important to -emphasise that
it is the duty of every individwal, family, and
Government to ensure that the rights-of :the child
are fully safeguarded, through the provision . of

basic health, education and care.

Let me wish the Summit a success £for the
survival and betterment of all the children the

world over.

K

H. Kamuzu Banda
LIFE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF MALAWI
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PRIME MINISTER
MALAYSIA

MESSAGE

Humanity is proud of its numerous scientific and
technological advancements. These should help make the life
of everyone free from want, from hunger and diséase.. But it
is a sad commentary on the social commitment of the human
race that in numerous parts of the world children are still
starving and disease-stricken, dying by their thousands
guite unnecessarily.

The World Summit for Children therefore comes none toc soon.
The awakening of social conciousness and responsibility that
goes beyond the immediate family or society or race or
nation, together with the technological advancements in
various relevant fields will surely contribute towards
making this World Summit for Children more meaningful and
practical in terms of actual actions to be taken to remedy
the ills of children world wide.

various regional organisations in South Asia, Africa,
Central America, West Asia, the United State of America and
Soviet Union as well as the Summit meeting of the seven
industrial nations had focussed their attention on
children's welfare. They had already provided opportunities
for identifying programme proposals that would bring about
improvements to child survival and welfare. This Summit can
therefore be regarded as the culmination of the regional
efforts.

The presence of so many heads of Governments emphasise the
seriousness of commitment of everyone towards solving the
problem of the wellbeing of children worldwide. As
political heads, they are aware that many of the problem of
children have political roots. As much as there is a need
for charity and good intention, there is also a need for
political will and decisions no less strong than -those
involving the bitter conflicts between nations. The
children of the world who will surely inherit the earth
deserve the love and care not just of their parents but the
statesmen of the world, love and care that will be
translated into political will and commitment.



I do hope that the convening of the World Summit for
Children will positively and actively consider and act on
the many known proposals and formulate new ones which can
bring about a better life for the less fortunate children
scattered throughout the six continents of the world.
Malaysia for its part will certainly play an active role
within its means.

DR MAHATHIR BIN MOHAMAD

Kuala Lumpur
26 September 1990
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Le Sommet Mondial pour les Enfants arrive au moment
ob les Pays du Tlers-Monde, notamment le Continent Africaln,
subissent de plein fouet les effets de le crise économique
mondiale, de l'endettement excesslf. de la chute des cours
des matidres premidres.

Ce Sommet Mondial pour les Enfants est pour nous
porteur d'un nouvel espolr. En effet, pour la premjdre
fojs dens 1'Histoire, des Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvernement
du monde entier, dans un élan de solidarité et une communion
d'amour, se .rassembleront autour d'un objectif commun :
essayer de résoudre ensemble des problémes que les enfants
rencontrent partout sur la plandte pour survivre et accéder
b 1'8ge adulte. :

J'aime 3 le dire : "La qualité d'une société se
reconnalt 3 la menidre dont elle protdge Ses groupes vulnérsbles
et dont elle préserve son svenir, La fragilité des enfants
‘et Je potentiel aqu'ils représentent pour la santé et le
progrds de 1'Humanité, -requidrent des Gouvernemenls des
soins particuliers en leur direction®.

Pour ce qui nous concerne au Mali, nul n'ignore
1a place qu'occupe 1'enfant dans notre soclété. Notre adhésion
et notre enpsgement & 1'idée du Sommet confirment qu'd tout
moment de notre histoire, et quelles que soient les difficultés
rencontrées, cette place primardiale qu'occupe 1'enfant
g 6té préservée,

si les Gouvernements, cependant, doivent prendre -
des décisions politiques stratégiques pour la survie et
1'épanouissement de 1'enfant, ils ont besoin, pour pouvolr
. le faire, de 1'sppui des populations, et en premier lleu
de celul de la famille aquif constitue la cellule de base
méme de la vie.



Aussi, 11 nous revient & chacun et & tous, de
faire en sorte que cet espoir ne_ soit pas un mirage, et
nous devrions y contribuer, avec notre conviction et avec
les moyens dont nous disposons.

Le Communauté Internationale doit ajder les Gouverne-
ments et les Peuples Africains & tenir les engagements auxguels
ils ont souscrit en faveur de 1'enfance.

J'al fol sux femmes et aux hommes de notre plantte
et en la solidarité, 1s charité et l'amnur.qml les animent.

C'est seulement & ce prix, qu'ensemble nous ‘pourrons
falre de ce voeu que l'on a coutume d'exprimer dans une
langue de mon pays, & l'occasion du:déceks d'un enfant, une
vérité - o

"Puisse Jamais plus le fruit vert du Karité ne
précéder au sol de fruit mor"./.--
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MALTA

30 September 1990

TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN.

Some time ago, I had to make a little speech when the Secretary
General of the United Nations came to Malta to open an Institute
devoted to the elderly, and I remarked on the strange kind of
complicity that very often the aged manage to reach with children,
the common understanding and spirit of fellowship between the most
senior of our citizens and the most junior members of the community.

It seems to stem from the fact that, in many societies, both the
grandparents and the grandchildren.have been left or pushed to the
periphery of the fora where the central business of social life is _
conducted. Yet they are the ones who seem most able to look at the
values being lived by around them and to reverse them in their
minds, to have the kind of wisdom needed to envisage alternatives,
to get us unstuck when we seem to have reached a stalemate.

The great environmental crisis which is today the most grievous
threat being faced by mankind and for which we are desperately
seeking complex solutions is slowly making us open our eyes again to
the prospect embodied in the zany alliance of child and sage joining
hands in a journey towards a recovered simplicity of life.

Children, like the elderly, are by nature a minority, and not just
labelled as "minors", in our world. But it is only by the abuse of
the majority rule in a democratic context, as it i of the possession
of greater force in a non-democratic context, that often children,
like the elderly, fail to get due opportunity for their full
development as human beings.

It seems clear that many of the sufferings of children, as of the
elderly, in the contemporary world, are due to the crisis of the
family. Just as the recognition is growing that the progress of
technology has to be guided with a greater respect for the life of
pature so too social planners and policy-makers are recognising that
the development of human autonomy and freedom can only flourish in
full recognition of the family nature of human life - however varied
and capable of evolution the family institution may be.



If the ecological crisis is an eye-opener to the value of childhood,
probing of our mistreatments of children is a key to the rediscovery
of the solidarity of mankind in both its biological and social
dimensions.

It is part of the lot of many of us to have to attend committee
meetings of all sorts - kitchen cabinets, general assemblies and
egghead gatherings usually exclusively reserved for aduits and aduit
business. There often we hear moans and laments about lack of
creativity, and loss of imagination. Then perhaps the thought
flashes in the mind that maybe a few children would help. Or at
least it would help if only we brought children more into the focus
of our concerns.

That is what this world summit is about.
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PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
MAURITIUS

"MBESS8AGE

World Summit for cChildren

It gives me great pleasure to associate myself with the
World Summit for Children whose singular preoccupation is to
further the cause of the survival, protection and development of
the Chila.

Tt is distressing to note that in a world of plenty an
abundance, countless number of children are dying everyday from
the scourges of poverty, hunger, malnutrition, disease and drugs.
Others have become innoceat victinms of ragial discrimination and
apartheid, of viclence and the turmoils of war. Purthermors
innumerable are those who are falling prey to increasing physical
and sexual abuses and other degrading forms of exploitations.

At the Summit there will be no doubt  that the conscience of
mankind will- be aroused by the current problems facing the
. youngsters and that concrete action will be taken to alleviate

their sufferings.

Tt is the duty of everyone to work ceaselsasly for the
_health, welfare and happiness of those that would be called upon
to-morrow to shoulder the burden that will devolve on future
generations. ‘ '

. We, in Mauritius have taken various measures for the walfare
of our children. A -Natiocnal c¢hildren's Council grouping Non
Governmental Organisations and Government officials have been set
up, our legislations are being reviewed and amended vwhare
appropriate to provide for the protection of our children. We
have also adhered to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and
are using it as a framework for further action. '

May I take this opportunity to commend the axcellant work of
" many International Organisations particularly the UNICE? and the
WHO in their struggle to save children's lives and protect thelir
environment so as to ensure their healthy development. :

Let us dedicate ourselves to the noble task of providing all
the facilities that will make for the healthy mental and physical
growth of generations to come and who bear in them the seeds of
time that have to be carefully nurtured. ‘ '

Let it also not be forgotten that after all the Child ia
father of Man.

M( -
Anerocod .nq‘Ein’tf’/’

Prime Minister
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Telegram from B.E. Mr. P, Ochirbat,
President of the Mongolian People's Republic

XYYXIUMH Tedee IRAXV TAXVHH I33] XSMESSHMMA
YYISANTAN CPOMLICIYIOK

+ Hep-flopr

JpxaM XYHIST XYDJIHH Xapra RHap aa,
XymmeT Tep, sacrufid TepryyH, TORHER Ome TEJNSeNEITHN ee,

Brrn Hafipammax Monrox Apm YacHH Tep, sacrufte rasap, apn
rymuplt Hopmin emHesc GOMOH XyBEAacaa XYHNST xapra Rap Tanm CoxoH
Xyyxnuity Tesee Korxmit NMAXMAH N3350 XIMXOPHER yyssarrTan oponord-
IOR YAH COTIANAlH MBIHNYWITS? XSBNYYJNEE.

Xy TepenxTHufl EDaIsNY# - XYYX3E CaravyyIHH 3pX amroits Tesee
XaMTpal aRWLIaX YJIC TepHiAH XYC3JI SOPEI00 mrspxmitnsx, Teanuit caftn
callXHNT XaHrax aCyyLIHI Tal 6YPS3C HE 8BY XIJAJMPX 30DWIro Gy xuit
TyC yyJasainT GoX TYYX3H ay¥ xonbormonTot vitr spman rox BHMAY ysox
Gaftna.,

XyH aMuH TSH Xaracaac RAIYY HB XYYX3E, Saryyc Gaiiraa opaH
xyBb BHMAY-uE 3acrmfia rasap xyyxmuita ecu GoitxEx, cype GOJOBCPOX,
apYYX wmipar, SPESM M3LISTToR weseerT EPraR CONOH XYMYYXAXSX
maaprnaratail HexmeJ COJIOAROOT Xanraxan Gafiura agxaapd HpCoH Oe-
peej LasmER © GoxoamooTolf CYXREIAr xufix Gonpno. TuliM33C 9 XYYXIuiiH
6YX TanHH 3pX®itr XyyapwiaH TyEXariacad Xyyxzp#in spxuite Tyxalt

roRBeEmEx BHMAY TeprYYH SPHSSHX IapuH YCSP sypx darancan GRIaa.

Xotty vemilaxns® 2x Jaxxmpi A33p9? 2HX amraian, °B HOrnaaTa
aMBIpax mRexwraiir xanrax, TIAEAR XYBB sagaTaft xoxdooTol acyyLIyyIHI
yAC ODHH GOJIOH OJNOH YJACHH XaMTHH paitromnsrEiiy XYussp mRiARBIDISXDN
QEIISC3H eTpaTery, SOPWITYYIEHI' 2H3 H331 X3MEo9RE! yynsaxTan opos-
LOIMEI XaMTHH ODLYH yxaaHaap romopXofx wamsa rsmarT RTr3x Caltna.
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Xyyxnax xaftprait xyn Oypmfin mEpT3E xapx Oy# Ta Cyxnuit
YYA3QITHE axWwLtaragny AX SMEAET epeee. '

Ynaaudaarap, 1990 OEH 9 IYrasp CapHH 29



Tnofficial trxanslatjon
£from Mongolian

TO THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE
WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

New York

Esteemed Co-Chairmen of the Summit for Children,.
Esteemed Heads of State and Government ‘
and Personal Representatives of Heads of State and Government,

' On behalf of the Government anéd people of the Mongolian
People's Republic¢ and in my own name I am happy to extend our most
sincere greetings to you, esteemed Co-Chairmen, and all the
participants in the World Summit for Children.

The Mongolian People's Republic considers this forum as an
event of historic significance designed to give an expression to
the political will for co-operation for the benefit of mankind's
posterity, and to deliberate from its every angle the guestion of
ensuring the well-being of children.

The Government of the Mongolian People's Republic, where the
youth make up more than one half of her population, has always paid
an undeviating attention to ensuring the necessary conditions for
children to grow into educated, healthy and free citizens and will
continue toc do everything possible to that end. That is why
Mongolia was among the first to sign and ratify the Convention on
the Rights of the Child that provided legal assurances for an
entire spectrum of the rights of children. :

I believe that the participants in the Summit, in their
collective wisdom, will be able to chart out the strategy and
objectives to secure, through both national and international
efforts, such conditions in which our posterity can enjoy a
tranquil and harmonious life on our mother Earth and a better
future for generations to come.



May 1 extend my best wishes for greater successes in the work
of your meeting which so deservedly attracts the closest attention
of all who love and cherish children.

Ulaanbaatar, 29 September 1990

(signed)
?.0chirbat
President of the
Mongolian People's Republic
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It is common knowledge that in traditional African society
"children should be seen and not heard." This unfortunate
disposition has certainly deprived children of their right of self-
expression and participation in matters affecting their well-being
and development. However, traditional African societies had strong
family units which ensured the emotional, mental, social and
spiritual well-being of the child. Within their limited economic
means, African societies attempted to provide economic and physical
security to the child.

Modern socio-economic structures have undoubtedly brought about
positive improvements and benefits to our societies. Hence, modern
means of transportation, communication, ‘economic organization,
health services and improved means of agriculture production have
greatly enhanced our living conditions on earth. However, these
developments have also been the primcipal factor -gontributing to
the disintegration of the basic social unit, namely the family.
This unfortunate development has greatly exacerbated the alienation
of the child from its life source, i.e., the family unit.

Consequently, many of our societies are todey Taced with homeless-
ness, child abuse, drug addiction, alcoholism, malnutrition,
jilliteracy and increased youth crimes. This regrettable state of
affairs can be singled out as the principal contributing factor
making the twentieth century the epoch-of lost opportunities for
the African child, and indeed for the African society as a whole.

In the context of my own country, the Republic of Namibia, the
despicable Apartheid ideology and practices have left behind
serious distortions in the outlook and perceptions of our children,
e.g., racial prejudices and complexes and a misplaced sense of
superiority. In order to address these misconceived attitudes and
the resulting racial divisions and tensions, my government adopted
a policy of national reconciliation which I believe will contribute
to social harmony and ultimately to the well-being of all the
children in Namibia.

on the global level, governments, parents and, indeed all respon-
gsible and influential adults should seriously consider the plight
of our children as a matter of utmost priority. The rights of
children as the inheritors and custodians of the future, must be
identified and strictly observed a gloomy future.



It is not enough to put a signature to the UN CONVENTION ON THE
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD. The international community is regrettably
aware of the numercus well-intended resolutions treaties and
conventions that were forgotten after their signing. - What is
deplorable is not the lack of good 1deel, but the lack of goodwzll,
discipline and persistence in pursuing conplete é.nplementation of
the agreed conventions.

For the children of the world, this World s_unit for Cchildren and
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Children would not have baen
in vain, if all the Heads of State end Governnent oould agree and
ensure that: .

== No ohild should die from - a rovoe;eble @Qisease, and
Governments should strive for 100% imunizetion rate;

-~ No child should be cursed ma:mq -and ultismately
unemployment. Therefore primary education should be compul-
sory;

-- No child should go to sleep hungry and cold, and everything

possible must be done to prong@e gutfe;.g_j.ont&pod and adequate
ehelter for all;

B Lo M:na: & "
-- As governments, we have a ruponsihility end duty not to

pass on planet Earth to .future gengratim in e state worse
than that ve received it in. -

As I previously stated, we must all work together towerds creating
an atmosphere of peace, mutual trust and understanding, ;with a
clear vision of reaching our ultimate goal -- that of social
justice for all our people, but espeoially for all our children.

S e e

SAM NUJOMA
IDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF NAMIBIA
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PRIME MINISTER

MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER OF NEW ZEALAND,
RT HON MYKE MOORE, TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

It gives me great pleasure to send greetings on behalf of
the New Zealand Government and people - and in particular
on behalf of all the children of thig country - to the
World Summit for Children. Children are the most precious
resource of every country, regardless of its level of
development. Yet all too frequently their special neads,
and their wvulnerability, are overlooked. International
co-operation to place the rights and interests of children
at tha centre of programmes intended to benefit them is
essential. Only in this way can we succeed in efforts to
improve the tragic global statisties on infant and child
mortality, diseases, malnutrition, abuse and illiteracy.
The World Summit can provide the leadership to give new
impetus to that co-operation.

In New Zealand, the rights and welfare of children are
protected under the law, and programmes aimed at ensuring
that they grow up healthy and happy operate at both the
governmental and the non-governmental level. Wherever
possible, the care and protection of children is seen as
best provided within a family setting. This is the aim of
2ll family law in New 2ealand, and is a central purpcse of
our social welfare system. In recent vears, we have taken
innovative approaches to the problems that children and
young people may face. Since 1989, New Zealand has a
Commissioner for Children, who has &2 wide range of
functions relating to the protection of. children and the
promotion of their welfare in all spheres of life. Aan
important focus of our Commissicner’s work is to improve
public awareness of issues affecting children. ag for
international measures, the widespread support for the
Government’s recent dJdecision to sign the International
Convention on the Rights of the Child illustrated the high
level of concern for children’s special needs, world-wide,
that already exists among New Zealanders.

I wish all those participating in the World Summit every
success in your work, Children of today will lead the
world tomorrow: the Summit can help ensure a brighter
future for many generations to come,
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I convey to you the best wishes of the Government and
people of Nigeria as well as the deep aspirations of oqur

?Dle that this extraordinary summit will search for

utions and adopt recommendations that will make the
uorld petter, safer and more secure for children. No task
today should command _greater priority than finding
practical solutions to the problems on the survival,
protection and development of children.

2. The oproblems that copfront our children are

universal, [ must hastily add. however, that the status

of child health and well-beipng differs from country to

country and within countrles. but, dgenerallir the 1evel of

health and well-being o is positively related

ggoug;let socio-economic enviromnent in which the child is
up.

3, In Nigeria our children are facing such problems as
malnutrition, disease, premature death, unemployment,
tnadequate medicai care. neglect ?s 3 resuylt of parents’
preoccupation with daily struggle for survival, illiteracy
as a result of declining resources of the parents. child
abuse and exnloltatlon. early marriages (for girls),

4, The bold efforts of Government to improve the lots of -
the children have been emasculated by the indling
resources. Our vigorous implementation of tne economtc
reform programme had brought on its wake dr«ast c reductlon
expenditure on social programmes, particular { health and
education, with .children and other vulnerable groups in
the society being the first casualty.

5, We have nevertheless introduced and are Dursuln
policies and programmes under severe limitation 0
resources for child survival and development. Most of the.
resolutions arising from the International Year of the
Child (IYC) have been implemented and this includes the
establishment of National Chiid Welfare Committee whose
objectives are:

(a) to identify problems and needs of children:

(b) monitor and co-ordinate programmes and
services for children:

(c} review policies. programmes and services
for children; and

(d) formulate a National Child Welfare Policy.




6. We consider provision of safe drinking water and
improved sanitation especially in the rural areas very
vital to our child survivai efforts. We have, therefore,
courageously shifted resources to the rural areas and
urban shanty towns. We have established and adequatel
funded a8 Better Life Programme for Rural Dweilers as wel
as a Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructures.
The Better Life Programme emphasizes self-gevelopment
particularly for women in rural areas in respect_of
education, business,sanitatlon.work and productivity. :The
Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastructures had
registered impressive achievements .especially in..opening
up rural areas and 1ln providing bore-holes for 'safe water
supply and in building ventilated pit latrines In
thousands of our Nigerian villages. The agency has helped
in no small measure in our positive efforts towards the
eradication of gulineaworm,

7. The disease and mortality profile of ouyr countries
stems from our vicious cycle of poverty as well as general
state of under-development and we are overwhelmed b

parasitic and infectious disease, For most countries o

our continent, 1ife is short and difficult, and many of
our nations are saddled with crippling debt burden, high
unemployment and inflation. The political will to rid our
countries of disease of poverty and under-development is
strong, but we shall certainly require : substantial
external support to translate our dream of ushering in a
longer, more productfve and more healthful life span for.
all our people. Indeed, there is a compelling need for
general debt forgiveness to permit economic -growth to be.
resuned in our countries In order to alleviate poverty,
create jobs and raise the general living standard and
quality of life of our people.

(Stgned) . - . .
general Ibran?m B. Babangida
President

Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria

Lagos
Segtetm:er 24, 1990.
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THE PRIME MINISTER

The World sSummit for Children
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A message from Prime Minister Jan P. Syse, Norway

A world not taking care of its children, is jeopardizing its
future. The gathering of world leaders at a Summit for Children
must send a strong mnessage of our determination to protect the
world's most preciocus and vulnerable resource: our children.

In a global perspective, Norwlgian chi!drun are privileged. Our
living standards are high. The basic needs of children are met.
With regard to health and nutrition, the situation is
satisfactory, and the equal right to ,sdacation for all is
realized. Nevertheless, we recognize that there still are
problems of child abuse, neglect and insufficient consideration
of children's interests. Increased efforts are regquired to
strengthen the protection of children, particularly those
threatened by problems related to maltreatment and sexual
exploitation, alcchol and drug abuse.

Norway has created a special public institution called the
Ombudsman or the Commissioner for Children. The Commissioner's
role is to bring children's concerns to the awareness of the
decision-makers and of the public; to press for action that will
improve the situation of children, particularly those most in
need. With the support of UNICEF, a study is now underway to
evaluate the effects of the Commissioner's work. I hope that
the results will be of use to other countries as well, and that
they will serve the interests of children in all corners of the
world.

A future sound and safe enviromment is vital, especially to our
children. We must therefore find bhold, new solutions to the
environmental problems facing us. The urgent challenge of the
1990s will be to make the tramnsition from knowledge to action.

A process was launched by the UN Commission on Environment and
Developnent. We must now accelerate our efforts. Resolute
action is required at national level. Binding international
agreements are urgently needed at the global level. The
industrialized nations must contribute additional resources to
assist the efforts of developing countries. Norway has proposed
the establishment of a more efficient decision-making process
and the elaboration of a binding environmental "code of conduct”
in the European region. Such measures could also contribute to
finding solutions at the glocbal level.

The changes to our climate represent the most serious long-term
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environmantal threat to futurs genaraticns. If ve dc not
reverse the trands now, oux childran may find them irrsvarsible.
Solutions will reguires more ambiticus intsrnational cooparation.

Negotiations on a Convention on Climate Change should be
launchad without delay.

The protection of children‘s intarasts is linked to economic and
social develcpmant. A mobilization of resources from the rich
and daveloped parts of our global community is urgantly
required. Norway allocataes more than one per cant of its GDP to
development assistanca, and is datarmined to pursus itz present
policies. I urge all industrializesd countrias to stap up their
contributions now and to reach at laast thes adoptesd targst of
0.7 per caent of GOP. The governments of the daveloping

countries must assume thair responsibilitiss by accslerating
aeconomic and political resforms.

The economic crisis in developing countries has primarily hit
the most vulnerable groups. Children ars almost always among
these groups. In many cases, progress in health, natyrition and
education has besn replaced by deteriorating social conditions
as the economic crisis and debt burdens take <heir toll. It is
of vital importance that our aid be structursd to protect tha
most vulnerable. Additional resources must be channeled to the
poorest countries. On their sida, the developirg countriss must
give the necessary priority to ensuring basic social servicass.

Today, more than ten per cent of Narvegian developmant aid is
spent on health, mothar and child care and family planning.
Norway is tha fourth largsst contributor mﬁm. ~“This
organization has a very special rola to pliy’ih meeting the
needs of children. It daserves cur fervent support.

The success of ocur Summit will not ba.mgasurasd by our speeches.
It can only be msasured by our rsadiness to implement the
compitment laid down in the Swmmit declaration and in the plan
" of action. Solutions do exist. History will judge us harshly
if we fail to act. , . 7 - .
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PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY MR,GHULAM MUSTAFA
JATOI, PRIME MINISTER OF THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN,
TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN (29-30° SEPTEMBER 1990).

It is a matter of immense pleasﬁre and pride for us
that Pakistan is among the six countries including Canada, Egypt,
Mali, Mexico and Sweden which took the initiative of calling the

World Summit for Children to promote the welfare of children all
over the glcbe. . U

The Summit provides a unigue opportunity to world leaders
to focus attention and promote commitment, at the highest
political level, to the goals and strategies for ensuring the
survival, protection and development of children as key elements
in the socio-economic development of human society.

The future of mankind and human civilization lies in
our children. Their protection and proper development is the best
guarantee for the future progress and prosperity of the human
species. The welfare of children, therefore, deserves the utmost
attention on the part of international community.

It is distressing that most children in,the Third World
suffer from malnutrition, non-existent or inadequate health care,
poor educational facilities, and lack of recreational opportunities.
Child mortality rate still remains at an anacceptably high level
in many developing countries., Obviously, the situation calls
for urgent measures for ensuring the welfare of the children,

Pakistan recognises the gravity of the situation. We
accept the challenge of the goals set out in the Summit Plan of
Action for child survival, development and protection., I would
like to take this opportunity to reiterate the high priority that
my government and I personally attach to the welfare and
development of Pakistani children, The Government of Pakistan
is doing its utmost to afford our children and their families
nutritious food, adequate housing, immunization from fatal
diseases, educational opportunities, recreational facilities
and a healthy environment. Provision of these basic services
for children is given due priority in our policies, plans and
programmes. . :

It is a matter of satisfaction for us that we are close
to achieving the goal of Universal Child Immunization, Taking
advantage of the developments which have made technology simple
and affordable, 94.7 per cent of the children in Pakistan have
been covered by Oral Rehydration Therapy. The government is in
the process of implementing the recently formulated national
plan for combating Acute Respiratory Infections, Further,
increased attention is being paid to the health of mothers and
families. Multi-sectoral programmes are being undertaken by
the Government and NGOs for strengthening the family unit,
curbing maternal mortality and making motherhood safe for the
mother and child.

We are conscious of the fact that strenuous efforts are
called for and much remains to be done. Our main problem is
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lack of resources rather than the lack of will to ensure the
well-being of children. Nevertheless, we are determined not
only to continue but also to intensify our efforts for
improving their conditions.

Children are our wards to whom we owe individual and
collective responsibility. On this historic occasion, world
leaders must reaffirm their obligations to give our children
a chance for survival and necessary facilities for full
development of their physical and mental potential, It is
incumbent upon the international community to ensure, for
children, a world free from war, violence, hunger, poverty
and disease., To that end the leaders of nations must take
all possible steps to promote peace and disarmament., Efforts
must be intensified to promote economic development,
particularly in the Third World. We must shed our prejudices,
political rivalries, and ethnic and racial discrimination
to mould ourselves into a cohesive and prosperous comity of
nations. . I |

On this occasion, let us rededicate ourselves to the
ideal of a safe and healthy environment for our children
which would help them develop as enlightened individuals
committed to ushering in a just, peaceful and Progressive world
order., We are confident that the Declaration and the
Programme of Action to be adopted by the Summit will go a
long way towards the realisation of this noble objective,
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La Cumbre a favor de la infancia constituye la razén
fundamental de mi viaje a Nueva York. Cualguier iniciativa
gue busgue una solucién global a la frustracién de nuestras
juventudes es justificada:; porque 8i no nos ocupamos ya de
los problemas de los nifios de hoyr nos encontraremos dentro
de pocos afiosr con una acumulacién de generaciones con més
problemas que esperanzas. En todos los continentes y en
todas las razas: sin distincién por nacionalidades.

Las enfermedadesr el analfabetismo, la droga: la
impreparacién para el trabajor tragedias agravadas por el
consumismo desepfrenado: preocupan a todo ciudadano
consciente y a todo gobernante responsable. Nuestra Misién
para con los nifios, el educarlos y prepararlos para que
puedan ser los lfderes de un nmundo cada ve:’n&ﬁ complejor
estd intimamente ligada a la solucién de los problemas antes
mencionados.

El reto es global y las respusstas deben serlo tambi&n:
De allil, la necesidad de un compromisco real de todos., del
concurso de todos los que tenemos la obligacién pollitica con
nuestros pueblos, porgue sin colaboracién norhghr&_:egultados
importantes. . ‘ - . |
‘ Es necesarioc la eliminacién de la violencia, el respeto
Y la tolerancia por las opiniones de los demés, el culto de
la libertad y la solidaridad verdadera al interno f al
externo de todos los paises. Que los nifios de hoy aprendan a
sobrevolar las estructuras estatales conocidas: para que el
siglo XXI produzca la sociedad de toda la humanjidad.

La Rep@blica de Panamid, por intermedioc de su gobierno
democriticor compromete su accién en esta locha por los nifios
de hoyr ciudadanos del futuro. Proteger la salud y la
educacién de los nifios de hoy es la mejor inversién que la

humanidad puede hacer.

GUILLERMO ENDARA GALIMANY
PRESIDENTE CONSTITUCICNAL DE PANAMA
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MISION PERMANENTE DEL PERU
ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

MENSAJE DEL SENOR PRESIDENTE DEL PERU,
DON ALBERTO FUJIMIRI CON OCASION DE CELEBRARSE
LA COMBRE MINDIAL EN FAVOR DE LA INFANCIA

A NOMBRE DEL PUEBLO Y GOBIERNO PERUANOS QUISIERA
DEJAR TESTIMONIO DE NUESTRO MAS AMPLIO RECONOCIMIENTO A
LA FELIZ Y LOABLE INICIATIVA DE LOS PAISES INICIADORES
DE ESTA CUMBRE MUNDIAL EN FAVOR DE LA INFANCIA Y A LOS
TRABAJOS QUE EN EL MARCO DEL FORO DE LAS NACIONES
UNIDAS Y DE LA UNICEF HAN DESARROLLADO TODOS LOS PAISES
EN UN GENEROSO ESFUERZO DE CONCERTACION PARA DAR VIDA A
LA "CONVENCION SOBRE LOS DERECHOS DEL NINO", LA
"DECLARACION MUNDIAL SOBRE LA _SUPERVIVENCIA, LA
PROTECCION Y EL DESARROLLO DEL NINO" Y EL "PLAN DE
ACCION PARA LA APLICACION DE LA DECLARACION SOBRE LA
SUPERVIVENCIA, LA PROTECCION Y EL DESARROLLO DEL NINO
EN EL DECENIO DE 1990".

LA NINEZ REQUIERE, HOY MAS QUE NUNCA, EL
COMPROMISO DE LOS LIDERES DEL MMNDO, NO SOLO EN
TERMINOS DE UNA JUSTIFICADA PREOCUPACION SINO OQUE,
PRIORITARIAMENTE, NECESITA SER RECEPTORA INVEDIATA DE
LOS BENEFICIOS CONCRETOS QUE EMANEN EN LA APLICACION DE
LAS MEDIDAS ESTIPULADAS POR LOS RECIENTES..INSTRUMENTOS
JURIDICOS., ELLO NO ES SOLO UNA OBLIGACION CONTRACTUAL

- SINO UN IMPERATIVO MORAL.

DADA LA IMPORTANCIA QUE MI: GOBIERNO OTORGA A LA
INFANCIA, EL PERU HA SIDO UNO DE LOS PRIMEROS PAISES EN
RATIFICAR LA CONVENCION DEL NINQ. UNA DE NUESTRAS
PRINCIPALES METAS ES DOTAR A LA NINEZ PERUANA DE TODAS
LAS FACILIDADES PARA SATISFACER SUS NECESIDADES BASICAS
DE NUTRICION Y SALUD. ESTA IRAN A LA PAR CON LA
CREACION DE UN AMBIENTE ADECUADO QUE FAVOREZCA EL PLENO
DESARROLLO DE TODAS SUS FACULTADES.

EL DRAMA DE LA VIOLENCIA ESTRUCTURAL QUE AFECTA
PRINCIPAIMENTE A LAS SOCIEDADES DE LOS PAISES EN
DESARROLLO Y ESPECIALMENTE A SUS SECTORES MAS
EXPUESTOS, POR ENDE A LA NINEZ, NOS OBLIGA A VINCULAR
ESTA SITUACION CON LA PROBLEMATICA DEL DESARROLLO
INTEGRAL DE NUESTRAS NACIONES. SOLO EN UN CONTEXTO DE
BIENESTAR SOCIAL, LOS NINOS PODRAN ENCONTRAR EL
AMBIENTE ADECUADO PARA SU CRECIMIENTO.



MISION PERMANENTE DEL PERU
ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

EN OTRAS CIRCUNSTANCIAS UNA TAREA INDIVIDUAL DE
ESTA MAGNITUD HUBIERA ENCONTRADO NO POCAS DIFICULTADES
PARA OBTENER EL SIEMPRE NECESARIO APOYO INTERNACIONAL.
SIN EMBARGO, CON LA CONSTITUCION DE ESTE NUEVO MARCO
JURIDICO DONDE EN FORMA OMNICOMPRENSIVA SE CAUTELA TODO
LO RELATIVO A LA NINEZ LA PERSPECTIVA DEL EXITO SE
AMPLIA Y LA ESPERANZA RENACE. CORRESPONDE AHORA
PRESENTE QUE LOS PAISES DESARROLADOS MEJOREN
CUALITATIVAMENTE Y CUANTITATIVAMENTE LOS TERMINOS DE SU
PARTICIPACION EN ESTA TAREA CONJUNTA DE LA HUMANIDAD.

SE HA DADO EL PRIMER Y GRAN PASO. DEBEMOS ENTONCES
DEDICAR LOS MEJORES ESFUERZOS A FIN DE CUMPLIR TODOS
LOS OBJETIVOS ACORDADOS. IMBUIDOS DE ESE ESPIRITU,
ESTOY SEGURO QUE ESTAREMOS A LA ALTURA DEL RETO QUE 1A
HISTORIA NOS HA IMPUESTO, PARA COONSTRUIR EN ARMONIA Y
PAZ UN FUTURO MEJOR PARA TODA LA NINEZ DEL MJINDO.

LIMA, 30 DE SETIEMBRE DE 1990
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MESSAGE OF H.E. PRESIDENT CORAZDN C. AQUINO
OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES, WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN,
NEW YORK, 21-30 SEPTEMBER 1990 -

ON X AFPRIL 1986, EXACTLY 35 DAYS AFTER I ASSUMED THE
FRESIDENCY, I SIGNED PROCLAMATION NO. & "IMPLEMENTING A UNITED
NATIONS GOAL ON UNIVERSAL CHILD IMMUNIZATION BY 1990". AS ONE OF
MY FIRST OFFICIAL ENACTMENTS, THIS PROCLAMATION SIGNIFIES MY
BOVERNMENT S SERIOUS COMMITMENT TO THE FILIPINO CHILD EARLY ON.
" IT HAS MADE IT POSSIBLE TO LEAF FROM A 20% COVERAGE IN 1986 TO
80.11% FULLY IMMUNIZED CHILDREN IN 1989. WE'MAY NOT BE ABLE TO
REACH 100% IN 1990 BUT WE CERTAINLY CAN MAKE THE 90%Z TARGET.
WHAT HAS EEEN CRUCIAL TO US IS THE FACT THAT THE EXFPANDED PRO-
BRAMME  ON IMMUNIZATION HAS GIVEN US NOT ONLY AN OPPORTUNITY T0Q
CONCRETELY DEMONSTRATE THIS GUVERNMENT'S SUPPORT TO CHILDREN'S
FROBRAMMES BUT, MORE IMPORTANTLY, HARNESS GOVERNMENT, NON-GOVERN-
MENT, MEDIA AND COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN  _IMPROVING - THE
SITUATION OF QOUR CHILDREN.

SINCE THEN, PESFITE THE M™MANY DIFFICULTIES WE HAVE
FACED, THE FILIPIND CHILDREN HAVE CONTINUALLY CHALLENGED US 70
DO MORE AND BETTER IN ENSURING THAT THEY CAN ‘GROW INTO USEFUL
AND PRODUCTIVE ADULTS. THE 1990 REVIEW OF THE SITUATION OF
FILIFINO CHILDREN AND WOMEN HAS SHOWN IMFROVEMENTS WHILE DEFINING
AREAS FOR GREATER CONCERN, PARTICULARLY FOR CHILDREN IN ESPECIAL-
LY DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES.



I AM CONFIDENT THAT WE SHALL BE ABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF
OUR CHILDREN. OUR EFFORTS HAVE BEEN BEARED -RELENTLESSLY TOWARDS
DECENTRAL.IZING RESPONSIEBILITIES AND FOWER TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ENABLING THEM TD PARTICIFATE MORE ACTIVELY IN THEIR OWN DEVELOF-
MENT, ACCELERATING SERVICES TO CHILDREN AND FAMILIES THROUGH
COMMUNITY-BAEED PROPRAMMES, CONTINUOUSLY: MOBILIZING SERVICE
PROVIDERS AND USERS AS WELL AS EVERY AVAILABLE RESOURCE, MANAGING
DUR MEAGER RESOURCES TO BIVE PREFERENTIAL OFTION TO THE FOOR,
AND, PROMOTING PEACE AND HARMONY IN OUR COUNTRY.

THIS WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN GIVES ME A NEW OPPORTUNITY
. TO RENEW THE FILIPINC COMMITMENT AND FURSUE WITH GREATER VIGOR
THE PROGRAMMES THAT WE HAVE INITIATED FOR OUR OWN CHILDREN. IT
FOSES TO US NEW CHALLENGES FOR THE 1990S. AS A TESTIMONY OF OUR
SINCERITY FOR OUR CHILDREN AND THE WORLD'S CHILDREN, WE HAVE,
WITHOUT RESERVATION, RATIFIED THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE
CHILD ON 2& JULY 1990. WITH THIS ACT, OUR NATIONAL FLAN FOR
CHILDREN IN THE 19908 1S ACCORDED THE _EMBODRIMENT OF THE HIGHEST
IDEALS FOR OUR CHILDREN. IT WILL SERVE AS OUR FRAMEWORK FOR
POLICY DEVELOFMENT, PROGRAMME PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION AS WELL
AS RESOURCE ALLDCATION IN ALL SECTORS AT ALL LEVELS. THE CONVEN-
TION WILL NOW BECOME THE BASIS BY WHICH WE MEASURE HOW, WELL WE
TAKE CARE OF OUR CHILDREN.

AS THE PHILIPPINES JOINS THE COMMUNITY OF NATIONS IN
PLEDGING COMMITMENT AND SUFPPORT TO CHILDREN, WE ALSO CALL ATTEN-
TION TO ENAELING MECHANISMS THAT WILL ALLOW US TO DELIVER SERV-
ICES. I CALL ON ALL HEADS OF STATE TO BE AUTHENTIEC PARTNERS IN
HELFING NATIONS ACHIEVE THE GOALS AND TARGETS THEY HAVE SET FOR
THEIR OWN CHILDREN.
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MESSAGE
by Prime Minister of the Government of
the Republic of Poland
‘Tadeusz Mazowieck%
to the Summit Meeting of the Heads of State or Government
for Children

New York, September 1990

On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Poland, I
wis to c¢onvey to the participants in the Summit Meeting for
Children the assurances of full support for the noble ideal which
has inspired the present gathering at the United Nations Head-
quarters in New York. Par }cular apgﬁeciation is owed to _those
who have initiated this Conference, e UN Secretarg General and
g?g UNICEF Executive Director, who have made this Summit possi-

We are meeting at a time of epoch-makinﬁ efforts to bridge
the abysmal ga? between nations and solve the conflicts which
hinder  international cooperation. The grinciples of democracy,
gﬁgpect for human rights and human dignity are becoming victori-

Throughout the past yvear, Poland has undergone fundamental
ﬁh ? Eanceyfor tEe future of children could not

possibly be overrated.

It is the policy of our Government to respect life since its
inception til] demise. However, responsibility for a child is
more that merely the responsibility for its material and physical
well-being. It is also the responsibility for Iits personalitg.
Only under the conditions offered by the democratic State the
?ta e ruled b{ aw, it {s possible to prepare one to te in

reedom and truth. - , o o - -

Poland and the rgst of the Central and Eastern Euro?e know
the humiliating degradation brought about by lies, coercion and
manipulation performed on the perscnality o he child. In that
sense, Poland's democratic change guarantees also the respect for
the child’'s personali%¥ and of $rs it the prospect of full par-
ticipation in the civilization of free and proud fellow citizens
of the reuniting Europe. '

The unified Europe should be a Europe of imaginative and
coura§eous geogle. e future of children in Eurcpe may be
threatened y the civilization division into the Europe of the
rich and that of the less affluent, and desperate.

The Government of Poland is fully conscious of the existence
of such dangers. Nowhere does the civilizational gap across _the
continent have a §reater impact on the well-being o the child
than in _areas of devastated, natural environment - a _tragic-
legac¥ of communist rule. Joint struggle against the ecological
threat would also serve the overcoming of civilizational barriers
in Europe where the young generation may play a decisive role.



I trust that the present Summit will multigly international
solidarity and common responsibility for all children in need of
assistance. An important role in th? financing of such assistance
could be 8 a¥ed by_ the schemes what is gown gf the Debt
ReTief for Child Develcpment., I believe_that the gro em must be
solved in a manper which will s tisz allrth? parties concerned.
It is of not only an_economic ut also moral significance, as in
mang countries, includi?g Pol?nd the regayment ?f foreign debt
is done at the expense of the living standard of large numbers of
families and their children.

he Polish Government is profoundly appreciative of the
multifaceted efforts on the part of numerous Eovernnental and
ongovernmental organizations, abgve _all UNICEF which make
tter conditions of survival and development possible for mil-
ions of children around the world.

To sugport UNICEF in {ts efforts, the Government of Poland
has resolved to increase the Polish contribution to the budget of
that organization.

Allow me to assure all the participants in this Conference,
that Poland, a countr w}th an ampée record of commitment to the
cause of children, sha fully endorse the Declaration and the
Plan of Action to be adopted by the present Summit Meeting.
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MENSAGEM

O apelo em boa hora langado, em: Novembro de 1989, por
um grupo de seis prestigiados Chefes .de Estado ou de Governo
para a realizacao de uma "Cimeira Mundial sobre as Criangas"
corresponde a tomada de consci&ncia de um dos mais lancinantes
probiemas com que se defronta a Comunidade Internacional nos

nossos dias.

E, com efeito, um dos maipres paradoxos do nosso tempo,
quando a ciéncia e a técnica noén%ééhltam tao surpreéndenies
progressos no aproveitamento dos recursos humanos e materiais,
que milhdes de criangas continuem a ser vitimas dos ffagelos
da subnutricao, da doenga, do trabalho infantil ou do narco-
'-trafico, privadas dos meios mais elementares nos dominios

da habitacao, da educagao e dos cuidados basicos de saude.

Num momento em que o fim da "guerra fria" permite libertar
tao vastos recursos paré as tarefas urgentes do
desenvolvimento, ha pois que conjugar todos os esforgos para
que, atraves de um programa mundial em beneficio das criangas,

elas deixem de perpetuar os estigmas da pobreza de uma geracgao
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para a seguinte e sejam, pelo contrario, a reserva de esperanga

de uma humanidade mais feliz e mais justa.

Portugal, que acaba de ratificar a recente Convengao
sobre os Direitos da Crianca, sauda esta Cimeira Mundial e
congratula-se com os esforgcos empreendidos opelo Secretario-
-Geral das Nagoes Unidas e pela UNICEF para levar a cabo um
plano de sensibilizagdo da opinido publica e dos. dirigentes

do mundo inteiro, com tao vasto alcance e perspectivas.

Impossibilitado, infelizmente, de pargicipar nesse
importante encontro, desejo exprimir, em nome do»Povo Portugués
e em meu nome pessocal, a mais viva séii&arieﬁédé com 0SS Sseus
nobres objectives e ©0s votos sinceres de maior éxifo em prol

do bem-estar das criancas e do seu futuro.

Mario Soares L —

Presidente da Republica Portuguesa
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The timely appeal, launched in November of 1989 by a group of
six prestigious Heads of State or Government for a "World Summit
for Children" brings with it the recognition of one of the most

‘serious problems faced by the International Community in our time.

Indeed it is one of the greatest paradoxes of our days, that,
at a time-when scienceland technolbgy are yielding amazing progress
in the use of human reéourbes and matégials,ﬁmillions of children
continue to be the wvictims of the scourge of malnutrition,
diseases, child labor and the traffic in narcotics, deprived from
the most fundamental necessities such as housing, education and

basic health care.

At a moment when the end of the cold war is freeing such vast
resources for urgent tasks of development, it behoves us all to
strive, by means of a worldwide program for the benefit of

children, to liberate these children from the perpetual stigma of



poverty that passes from one generation, and transform them instead

into a well-spring of hope for a happier and more just humankind.

Portugal, which has just ratified the recent Convention on the
Rights of the Child, welcomes this World Summit and is gratified by
the efforts of the Secretary General of the United Nations and of
UNICEF in carrying out a plan to increase awareness of the public
and of world leaders on these matters, with far-reaching effects

and perspectives.

+Unfortunately.unable:to participate in this important meeting,
I wish to express, on behalf of the Portuguese people and on my own
behalf, our ardent solidarity with its noble ‘objectives and the
sincere wishes for a successful summit for the welfare of children

and their future.

Mario Soares

President of the Portuguese Republic



REPUBLIC OF KOREA




Korea has long been a strong proponent of children's causes.
Even in the darkest days of colonial rule dating back to early
1920's, our ancestors had the foresight and vision to proclaim one
day in May as the Children's Day which is still observed by the
entire Korean nation every year. ‘

Our commitment to the principle of first call for children is
well epitomized by our Children's Charter which was promulgated in
as early as 1957 and revised recently. The Charter provides, among
other things, that children should be respected as independent
persons who are entitled to due attention and care in every aspect
of their lives.

Such early realization of the children's rights and well-being
grew out of our historic experience of hardship and sufferings.

e

Our recent history has been..marked by decades-long
colonization, FRpEaN pet wrrs of an unprecedented scale, recovery
from a war-torn society, and then a rise to a stable and prosperous
democracy.

The three-year long Korean War, beginning . just after our
independence, left countless numbers of Korean children homeless,
orphaned, disabled, starved, and plagued. Children were in refugee
camps all around the country. Saving the children from the scourge
of war naturally became one of our primary objectives. '

The period of our rapid economic development since the war has
also been a period of our experimentation with a wide range of new.
issues relating to the children's well-being. Initially, we could
only focus on the basic human needs, such as nutrition, health,
sanitation, mortality reduction, and education. With the growth
of the economy, we could afford to devote more attention to the
quality of children's lives and their place within the framework
of social development. We have attached great importance to
education, child development, family planning, women and maternity
protection, and disadvantaged children, especially in urban areas.

Such efforts have enabled my country to achieve many important
results,  including universal primary and middle~level education,
child immunization, and an enhanced role of women at home and in
society. -



At present, my Govermment is focusing more on children of
vulnerable and disadvantaged groups which include urban poor, low-
income working mothers, unwed/teenage mothers, and abandoned or
neglected children, while reinforcing our support for early
childhood development.

Though we have already attained most of the UNICEF goals for
children and development in the 19908, we will continue to work
closely with UNICEF and other U.N. bodies and seek their guidance,
whenever appropriate.

As part of my firm determination to endorse the World
Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Development of Children
and its Plan of Action, my special representative, Mr. Choi Ho-
Joong, Minister of Foreign Affairs, will join the signing ceremony
at the concluding session of the Summit.

My Government attaches particular importance to the follow-up
actions at the national and international lavels. Korea's seventh
five-year plan for economic and social d.vclopnent will allocate
substantial resources for <the well-being -‘of '‘‘the children,
particularly in such areas as the expariidn~iéf child care
facilities, provision of basic services to families with emphasis
on education and medical protection, prevention of child abuse and

neglect, support for working women, and maternity protection.

As I velcome the recent entry into force of the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, I am very much pleased to inform you that
my Government has signed the Convention and will work for the early
ratification.

As the 1990's are unfolding in a positive international
climate, I trust that we leaders of the world, regardless of
individual attendance at the Summit, will remain united in securing
a better world for the children who will lead our future.

You may be assured of every support from my Government and
people in this great undertaking.

Roh Tae Woo
President
‘Republic of Korea
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Address of H.E. Mr. ion Iliéscu

+« President of Romania

It is good omen that political leaders meet to explore
at the highest level the ways and means to ensure the survival
of children, their protection and development. The adoption
within this framework of the Convention on the rights of the
child stands for a basic juridical and political act involv-
ing deep responsibilities for the whole international community.
This moment is symbolic. Children have always been the source
of great happiness, the very ground for the loftiest feelings,
of self-denial and respect for life.‘conduciée to the assertion
of human perscnality. The harmonious development of the child's
personality, ensuring a decent existence and the flourishing
©f his or her individuality may occur only in a climate of
understanding and affection, of responéibility and commitment
on behalf of the whole human community.

Part and parcel of human rights, the rights of the
child become now an inalienable component of the social and
spiritual life of all nations, an undeniable cobligation of
the state. Romania solemniy voices her human concern, her
respect and love for the younger generation, her commitment
to provide for children a dignified existence, a complete
development and an education matching tﬁe age we live through,
-with freedom, democracy and progress.

Unfortunately, children are still the victims of the



adults inability to cope with their griefs and vicissitudes,
and the suffering of children is one ¢of the most heart break-
ing and overwhelming for the whole of mankind. This suffering
should be done awvay with for ever, and as socon as possible.
The future of those called to take over the destinies of
human culture and civilization depends on our providing for
their needs today.

Children had suffered in our country. A tragic heritage
of the totalitarian regime was the legacy of orphaned and
handicapped children. We want to overcome this situation as
rapidly as possiﬁie. It is a prevailing concern for the
whole Romanian society. Significant support has been granted
in this field by many governments, international organizations,
private groups and individuals. We wish to extend to all of
them our deepest gratitude and assure them that their
compassion will be engraved for ever in the memory of hte
Romanian people. _

We are confident that it is through a close co-operation
among governments, organizations and individuals that the
welfare of the child will improve throughout the world.

On behalf of the Romanian people, I pledge our
co-operation in fully accomplishing these lofty goals. We
will meet the world's demands for a just, more humane future
for our children. S

September 25, 1990
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MESSAGE .DE SON EXCELLENCE LE GENERAL-MAJOR HABYARIMANA JUVENAL,
PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE RWANDAISE,
AU SOMMET MONDIAL POUR L'ENFANCE.

La République Rwandaise se réjouit
de la tenue du premier Sommet Mondial des Chefs d'Etat et de
Gouvernement, consacré aux problémes de 1'Enfant. Au Rwanda, dans la
philosophie de développenent et d'essence vitale gui nous fait vivre et
espérer, 1l'Enfant, notre raison d'étre, occupe, comme c'est le cas dans
la philosophie bantoue, une place centrale.

La promotion de 1'Enfant est donc
un tout . Elle a quelque chose & voir avec la mise en place d'une
médecine de base, avec la protection de la mere et l'émancipation de la
femme, avec la sécurité économique, avec le planning familial, avec
l'accés & ces gervices essentiels que gont 1'eau, la sante,
1'éducation, un abri- convenable, avec une autosuffisance -alimentaire
bien comprise et avec la défense de tous les droits reconnus a
1'Enfant.

Dans le cadre de la protection et
de la promotion de 1°Enfant, 'le Gouvernement rwandais a adopté des
politiques et des stratégies convenues aux riiveaux international et
régional comme 1la Déclaration d'Alma-Ata sur les soins de santeée
primaires (1978), le Scénario en 3 phases pour la mise en oeuvre deg
soins de santé primaires de Lusaka €1985), 1'Initiative de Bamako
(1978), la Déclaration de Dakar sur 1'élimination du tétanos néo-natal
en Afrigque subsaharienne (1988). La ratification rapide, par le
Rwanda, de la Convention relative aux droits de 1'Enfant témoigne
également 1'importance que ie Gouvernement rwandais attache aux’
problémes de 1'Enfant.

Parallelement & 1'exécution de ces
politiques et stratégies internationales et régionales, le Gouvernemeént
rwandais a mis en oeuvre des programmes nationaux spécifiques qui ont
permis de réaliser des progrés en matiére de couverture prénatale,
d'accouchement supervisé, de lutte contre les maladies diarrhéiques et
la malnutrition, de vaccination et de régulation de 1a fécondité.

Ces réalisations portent notamment
sur la mise en place d'un réseau de services nutritionnels intégreés
dans les formations sanitaires, la promotion de 1la croissance des
Enfants de 0 a4 5 ans, la mise en place d'un systeme d'information
sanitaire, le renforcement des Pprogrammnes de nutrition sur le terrain,
‘et le programme de mobilisation sociale en vue de l'implication de la
population rwandaise & la recherche des solutions aux problémes
alimentaires et nutritionnels.

En faisant une évaluation globale
des réalisations inscrites a l'actif du GCouvernement rwandais dans le
cadre de la protection et du développement de 1'Enfant rwandais, 11 v a
lieu de relever gque le chemin parcouru en vue d'améliorer la situation
des Enfants, en particulier en matiére de santé, est appréciable comme
1'amélioration de 1'accés aux services de santé et des indicateurs de
santé ainei gqu'une transition radicale du tableau des causes de
mortalité de !'enfance dans notre pays.



Les maladies telles que la rougeocle
et la cogqueluche pour lesquelles le Rwanda payvait régulierement un
lourd tribut ont été ramenées & des niveaux de contrdle acceptables,
toutes proportions gardées. La mobilisation dynamique de la population
a graduellement mené celle-ci & adopter ces attitudes et des
comportements positifs dans son auto-prise en charge en matiere de
santé, mobilisation qui s'est révelée particuliérement effective dans
les programmes de vaccination, d'hygiene, de prise en charge de la
grossesse et qui a deja commence & porter des fruits visibles dans nos
programmes de régulation des naissances et, dans une moindre mesure, de
lutte contre le Sida.

Malgré les efforts indéniables du
Gouvernement rwandais, appuyés par la Communauté Internationale, et les
succés véritables jusqu'a présent remportés, la situation du Rwanda, en
-matiére de promotion de 1'Enfant, reste précaire. : -

Elle reste précaire,
essentiellement, parce que la pression qu'exerce la densité
démographique - plus de 1.000 habitants parfois par Xm2! - sur nos

ressources agricoles, risgue, les aléas climatiques aidant, de nous
pousser, malgrée tous les efforts entrepris, de plus en plus, vers une
situation alimentaire déficitaire permanente, ce qui ne peut
qu'affectuer en premier lieu la santé de nos Enfants.

Elle reste précaire aussi, puisque
le Rwanda, et avec lui la grande majorité des pays africains, ne peut
que subir 1l'incidence proprement déliquescente de cette réalité
économique deéprimante qui est la notre, de cette succession sans arrét
de crises, les unes plus exceptionnelles que les autres, qui nous
enlévent, en un tournemain, jusqu'aux trois gquarts de neos recettes
d'exportation, donc de nos ressources qui devraient nous permettre de
planifier notre développement.

Elle reste précaire enfin, parce
que les standards de santé sont encore faibles, la, morbidité et la
mortalite infantile encore élevées, le paludisme, les maladies des
voies respiratoires encore déterminants dans les cas de décés des
Enfants et des Meres. Par ailleurs, l'horrible fléau du 20éme siécle
qu'est le Sida commence A poser de véritables. problémes dont les
ramifications sociales et économigues sont incalculables. A cet égard,
les données recentes révélent une incidence et une prévalence éleveées
chez les parents donnant naissance a des enfants qui seront
séropositifs, sidéens et orphélins.

La Republigue Rwandaise 8 'engage,
dans le cadre de l'application du plan d'action adopté par le Sommet
Mondial pour 1°'Enfance et de la convention relative aux droits de
1'Enfant, & faire de son mieux pour protéger et promouvoir le bien-étre
de 1'Enfant. Les pays amis et organismes internationaux sont appelés &
contribuer davantage a cet effort et trouveront toujours au Rwanda un
cadre de franche collaboration.
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MR. CHAIRMAN, HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT, MR. SECRETARY-
GENERAL, PARTICIPANTS:

MY COUNTRY ST. KITTS AND NEVIS BECAME INDEPENDENT ON 19TH
SEPTEMBER, 1983, AND JOINED THE UNITED NATIONS ON 23RD
SEPTEMBER, 1983, AS ONE OF ITS SMALLEST MEMBERS.

THE FEDERATION OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS IS 118 SQUARE MILES IN
SIZE. OUR LAST CENSUS IN 1980 DISCLOSED THAT 42 PERCENT OF OUR
CITIZENS ARE BELOW THE AGE OF 20 YEARS AND ARE ACCORDINGLY
CLASSIFIED AS YOUNG PERSONS. MY GOVERNMENT PLACES THE HIGHEST
PRIORITY ON. ENSURING THE WELFARE OF OUR YOUNG CITIZENS.
ACCORDINGLY, WE WERE PLEASED TO SIGN AND RATIFY THE CONVENTION
ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD AS RECOGNIZING SOME OF THE SAME
AIMS, ASPIRATIONS AND OBJECTIVES WHICH WE HAVE SECURED FOR OUR
YOUNG CITIZENS. [

TWO AREAS OF OUR PROGRAMME MERIT SPECIAL CONSIDERATION,
NAMELY, EDUCATION AND HEALTH IN SO FAR AS THEY RELATE TO THE
CHILD. OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM REQUIRES EVERY CHILD TO PURSUE
THE PRESCRIBED COURSE OF EDUCATION UNTIL AGE SIXTEEN AND
TRAINING OFFICERS ENCOURAGE PARENTS AND CHILDREN TO TAKE FULL
ADVANTAGE OF THIS EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY. "THE SCHOOL SYSTEM
RANGES FROM PRE-SCHOOL HOME BASED CHILD CARE PROGRAMMES LINKED
TO THE GOVERNMENT DAY CARE NETWORK, THROUGH PRIMARY, SECONDARY
AND TERTIARY (UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE). WE REVISED THE TRADITIONAL
SYSTEM OF EDUCATION TO INCLUDE FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO PURSUE
THEIR TECHNICAL EDUCATION IN SUCH AREAS AS METALWORK, HOTEL
MANAGEMENT, SECRETARIAL, BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL TRAINING
SKILLS. OF COURSE WE ARE SEEKING TO KEEP PACE WITH MODERN
TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT INTRODUCING COMPUTER AND OTHER
RELATED STUDIES.

OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM ALSO CATERS FOR THOSE?CHILDREN WHO FROM
BIRTH OR THROUGH MISADVENTURE ARE UNABLE TO PHYSICALLY OR
MENTALLY FUNCTION AS FULLY AS OTHER CHILDREN. THE GOVERNMENT
CONSIDERS IT TO BE ITS RESPONSIBILITY AND OBLIGATION TO TREAT
SUCH DISABLED CHILDREN IN AS NORMAL A WAY AS POSSIBLE AND TO
PROVIDE SPECIAL SERVICES TO MEET THEIR REQUIREMENTS AND TO
ENABLE THEM TOC BENEFIT FROM THE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES IN
AS FULL A WAY AS POSSIBLE.

RELEVANT INSTITUTIONS INCLUDE THE SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF ON ST.
KITTS AND THE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND ON NEVIS. VOLUNTARY
ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE SOCIETY FOR THE DISABLED AND THE

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THIS
EFFORT, WHICH REQUIRES CONSTANT SUPPCRT FROM LOCAL AND
INTERNATIONAL SOURCES.

/THE CHILD



THE CHILD, AS A HUMAN INDIVIDUAL, IS VIEWED AS A MEMBER OF A
FAMILY. THROUGH OUR YOUTH AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT MY
GOVERNMENT SEEKS TO PROVIDE THE NECESSARY SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES
THROUGH ENFORCEMENT ORDERS FOR PAYMENT OF MAINTENANCE BY '
FATHERS, COUNSELING ETHER AT SCHOOL OR OTHERWISE BY

WELFARE OFFICERS AND OTHER TRAINED PERSONS TO ASSIST CHILDREN
WHO MAY EXPERIENCE DIFFICULTY IN LEARNING AS A RESULT OF
UNFAVOURABLE CONDITIONS AT HOME. MANY OF OUR CIVIC ORGANI-
ZATIONS SUCH AS THE ROTARY CLUB, THE LIONS AND THE LIONESSES
CLUB ALSC PROVIDE VOLUNTARY HELP IN THESE ACTIVITIES. THE
YOUTH AND COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT ALSO ORGANIZES
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES THROUGH THE SCHOOLS AND OTHER YOUTH
GROUPS. WE HAVE AN ONGOING PROGRAMME TO PROVIDE RECREATIONAL
FACILITIES - BASKETBALL, VOLLEYBALL, NETBALL AND TENNIS
COURTS, AND FOOTBALL AND CRICKET FIELDS IN EVERY VILLAGE AND
SCHOOL SO THAT SPORT ACTIVITIES MAY TAKE PLACE AND THEREBY
PROMOTE PHYSICALLY HEALTHY PERSONS AND ENGENDER IMPORTANT
QUALITIES OF SPORTMANSHIP, DISCIPLINE, TEAM SPIRIT WHICH

WILL MAKE THE CHILD A MORE RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN UPON MATURITY.
IN ADDITION, A PROGRAMME OF COACHING HAS BEEN PROVIDED AND WE
ARE CONSTANTLY EXPANDING THIS ASSISTANCE IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE.
WE SEE COACHING AS NOT ONLY IMPARTING AND. DEVELOPING PHYSICAL
SKILLS AND TECHNIQUES, BUT AS PROVIDING AN “EXCELLENT
OPPORTUNITY FOR COUNSELLING AND DEVELOPING OF MORAL VALUES AND
SOCIAL VIRTUES.

HEALTH ALSO ENJOYS PRIORITY STATUS IN OUR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.
WE HAVE A PRIMARY HEALTH CARE PROGRAMME WHICH AIMS TO PROVIDE
HEALTH FOR ALL BY THE YEAR 2000. THIS PROGRAMME -WHICH IS
ADMINISTERED BY OUR VILLAGE HEALTH NURSES AND DISTRICT MEDICAL
OFFICERS HAS ACHIEVED REMARKABLE SUCCESS ENABLING US TO
PROUDLY RECORD ONE OF THE EIGHEST LEVELS OF FULL, IMMUNIZATION
IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE. We PROVIDE FREE MEDICAL AND DENTAL
CARE TO ALL CHILDREN OF SCHOOL AGE AND THIS EXTENDS TO ANY
PERIOD OF HOSPITALIZATION OR SURGERY UNDERTAKEN THEREIN. PRE
AND POST NATAL CARE IS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE AS THE HEALTH
AND WELFARE OF THE CHILD AND THE MOTHER MUST BE ACCORDED THE
HIGHEST PRIORITY.

THE POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES PRESENTLY BEING PURSUED BY MY
GOVERNMENT AND ENSHRINED IN OUR CONSTITUTION AND OTHER LAWS
MEET THE REQUIREMENTS ENUNCIATED IN THE CONVENTION ON THE
RIGHTS OF THE CHILD. WE BELIEVE THAT THESE POLICIES AND
PROGRAMMES PROVIDE IMPORTANT OPPORTUNITIES FOR COOPERATION,
AND WE COMMEND THEM TO NATIONS, MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS,
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER RELEVANT
ORGANIZATIONS FOR FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL SUPPORT. WE PLEDGE
TO CONTINUE TO ENSURE THAT THE RIGHTS OF EVERY CHILD ARE
SAFEGUARDED AND ENHANCED IN EVERY WAY POSSIBLE AND WE TAKE
THIS OPPORTUNITY TO URGE EVERY NATION OF THE WORLD TO MAKE THE
WORLD A BETTER PLACE FOR EVERY CHILD OF THE UNIVERSE.
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So oftan, both Govarmmsnts and international organisations
concentrate on what we regard as the large issues of life -
disarmament, development, the enviromment. However, without our
children to inhariﬁ this earth all of our activities are but wasted
time. Thus for our children's sake we must do everything we can to
ensure that they not only survive but: prosper so that the heritage
we are working to make worthwhile has inheritors who -are able to
utilize and enjoy it. |

It is ironic that so much time and smnergy, -as well as many
billions of dollars, are spent by individuals and Governments
intent on enlarging their sphere in the world in terms of riches,
power and terxritory. In contrast, pitifully small sums are
expended on the needs of children -~ the monay axpénded on education.
in most countries is a disgrace when compared to the funds
chanelled into other saectors, espec:lally- tﬁa niii:tary; Pre- and
Post-natal health-care and general :child welfare are sadly
neglected rialds inadequately supported by govemnant funding; and,
saddest reflection of all, the majority of the world's refugee
population is composed of children - displaced, abandoned, the only
survivors of their family - derelicts before their time. Who among
us can forget the photograph of a'Cambodian refugee child, seeming
to emcompass in her great dark eyes all the sorrow of the ages at

a world gone mad.

Children in developed countries have their own set of’

problems. The world has not yet caught up with the reality of



raising a child in a two-career femily or a single-parent
household; it is difficult when the breadwinners are working to
meet the needs of a young family. Too often parents are forced by
circunafance to leave children very much to their own devices.

wLatch=-key kids", preyed on by drug pushers, deprived of a strong
family unit, insufficiently grounded in ethics. If we wait until
our children are of university age to teach principles we have

walted to late.

It is definitely time to re-order our prio;itiea = to put the
well being of the world's children, and therefore the world's
future, before all else. Now is the time to turn from the insanity
of war and weaponry to the fulfilment of the promise of the human.
race. This Summit gives us an opportunity to do just that - and I
urge leaders of all States to re-commit themselves to the
objectives of this Summit and the pminciplg; contained in the
Convention on the Rights of the child. '
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TRANSLATION

HIS EXCELLENCY PRESIDENT MOUSSA TRAORE
HIS EXCELLENCY PRIME MINISTER BRIAN MULRONEY
THE CO-CHAIRMEN OF THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

IT GIVES ME PLEASURE TO CONVEY TO YOU AND THE HEADS OF STATES
AND GOVERNMENTS, WHO EXTENDED THE INVITATION FOR THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR
CHILDREN,AND TO HEADS OF STATES AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES WHO ARE PARTI-
CIPATING IN THIS IMPORTANT CONFERENCE. MY BEST GREETINGS AND WISHES FOR
SUCCESS AND SATISFACTORY RESULTS FOR THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE NOBLE OBJECTIVES
WHICH YOU ARE STRIVING FOR.

I WAS HOPING TO BE WITH YOU, BUT THE CURRENT EMERGENCY AND
DANGEROUS CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE GULF REGION PREVENTED ME FROM ATTENDING.
THESE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH THROUGH INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY, WE HOPE WILL
RETURN TO ITS NORMAL STATE, END THE IRAQI INVASION OF THE STATE OF KUWAIT
AND LEGITIMACY RETURNS TO BROTHER KUWAIT, AND THE RULE OF LAW GOVERNS RELA-
TIONS BETWEEN STATES AND PEOPLES. THE PROTECTION OF A CHILD UNTIL IT ATTAINS
MATURITY IS A VITAL MATTER ENJOINED BY OUR DIVINE RELIGION, DICTATED BY OUR
HUMAN COMMITMENT, GOVERNED BY OUR HUMAN NATURE, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH AND
STRENGTHENED BY BUILDING A VIRTUOUS SOCIETY THAT PRESERVES IT AND ITS RIGHTS
UNTIL IT BECOMES AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF SOCIETY; THE SOCIETY WHICH MUST BE
PROTECTED BY LAW, MORALITY AND OBLIGATIONS COMPATIBLE WITH IT SO THAT THE
PROTECTION OF THE CHILD WILL HAVE A DEEPER MEANING AND LONG-TERM OBJECTIVE
IN ITS LIFE. STRIVING TO ESTABLISH AN INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WHICH RESPECTS
THESE VALUES AND ADHERE TO THESE NORMS AND RIGHTS IS A DUTY IMPOSED ON US
BY OUR RELIGIOUS OBLIGATION AND HUMAN COMMITMENT, AND THE RIGHTS OF OUR
PEOPLES OVER US. THE KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA HAS MADE VERY GREAT STRIDES IN
THE FIELDS OF CHILD CARE WHIGH HAVE ACHIEVED AN ADVANCED' STAGE RELATIVE TO
WHAT HUMAN SOCIETY HAS ACHIEVED IN THIS FIELD UNTIL NOW. WE ARE PLEASED TO
STRENGTHEN OUR INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THIS FIELD.

1 GREET YOU AGAIN AND WISH YOU SUCCESS.

10 RABIA AL-AWAL 1411
29 SEPTEMBER 1990
THE CUSTODIAN OF THE TWO HOLY MOSQUES
FAHD BIN ABDUL AZIZ AL SAUD
KING OF SAUDI ARABIA
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MESSAGE DE SON EXCELLENCE MONSIEUR ABDOU DIOUEF,
PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU SENEGAL, AU SOMMET MONDIAL POUR L'ENFANT.

LE SAMEDI 29 SEPTEMBRE 1990

Je voudrais tout d'abord saluer 1'évinement qui nous réunit aujourd'hui
autour d'une cause aussi noble que la promotion du bien-étre de 1'Enfant.

I1 me plait ensuite de rendre hommage 2 ceux qui ont eu l'heureuse
initiative de provoquer cette rencontre comme a ceux qui ont permis sa tenue, qu'il
s'agisse des Chefs d'Etat et de Gouvernement ou des responsables d'Organisations
internationales. Parmi ces responsables, Je ddcernerai une mention spéciale au
Secretariat général de 1'ONU et au Directeur geénéral de 1'UNICEF.

‘ Je suis heureux de m'associer a ce Sommet mondial pour les Enfants,
en raison du culte que la civilisation sénégalaise voue 4 1'Enfant. C'était aussi
un devoir pour moi, au regard de notre Constitution qui, en son titre II, fait
obligation‘ﬁ 1'Etat de respecter et de protéger la personne humaine, considérée
comme sacrée, et de préter une attention particuliére 8§ la jeunesse.

. De fait, 1'homme a toujours été au coeur de la politique du Sénégal,
comme agent et destinataire du développement. Son €panéuissement a donc étéd,
tout naturellement, la premiére de nos priorités, dans tous nos plans et projets.

Et la situation de notre pays, en proie encore aux contraintes du sous-développement,
nous conduit & faire de la sante et eduéation pour tous un objectif fondamental.
Santé et éducation pour tous mails 3 coumencer par 1'enfant qui est plus exposé aux
conséquences de la maladie et de 1'ignorance. S'agissant de la santé pour tous les
enfants, ceé sont nos programmes élargis de vaccination qui rendent mieux compte des
efforts que nous avons faits dans ce domaine. '

Selon la derniére évaluation de 1'UNICEF, 70% des enfants en moyenne,
ont été vaccinés sur 1'ensemble du territoire national et 1l est fort possible que
d'ici la fin de 1'année 1990 nous arrivions & une couverture vaccinale totale.

Dans le cadre des programmes pour améliorer la santé des enfants,
c'est la lutte contre les maladies diarrheiques qui a connu le plus grand succes,
a travers la réhydratation par voie orale (RVO) qlie noswpopulations ont maintenant
tres bien assimilée.

Certes ces résultats sont significatifs et encourageants malgré le
taux d'accroissement €levé de la population par rapport au taux de croissance
economique. Il reste cependant que nous sommes en face d'une problematique qu'il
faut cerner dans sa globalité. Voild pourquoi nous avons mis sur pied une
politique basée sur:

+ la sante de la mere et de 1'Enfant;
- la promotion des fquneg et des jeunes;
- 1'Urbanisation et 1'amenagement du territoire.

Je suis sur que notre vision est largement partagée dans les autres
pays en développement et qu'elle retiendra toute 1'attention du Sommet. Mon

optimisme est d'autant plus fonde que nos partenaires du Nord ici representds
soutiennent notre politique ainsi congue.



I1 en est de méme de nos efforts em matiére d'education. Notre
politique dans ce secteur, nous 1'avons congue & partir de notre situation de
pays en développement. Aussi, avons-nous commence” par chercher a” venir a bout
de 1'analphabétisme. Le combat que nous avons engagé dans cette direction nous
a permis d'atteindre, aujourd'hui, un taux de scolarisation de 56%. Nos ambitions
sont naturellement plus élevees car c'est l'universalité que nous visons. Pour
y arriver, nous nous emploierons a porter le taux actuel a 65Z7 au terme des cing
prochaines années. Un tel objectif est 4 notre portée. Il faut cependant
signaler que la recession économique nous a contraints a adopter des programmes
d'ajustement structurel. Visant d'abord 1'assainissement des finances publiques
qui est un préalable au redressement économique de nos pays, la mise en oeuvre
de ces programmes a souvent entrainé une réduction des budgets destines & des
projets sociaux. C'est genéralement le cas pour le budget de 1'eéducation.

Cette situation ne favorise ni 1l'accés du grand nombre & l'ecole
ni l'adaptation de celle-ci & nos besoins et a nos realites. Elle ne permet pas,
non plus, 4 ceux qui soant formés de contribuer, d travers l'exercice d'un emploi,
3 1'ceuvre de construction natiomale. E

Je voudrais donc saisir 1l'occasion de ce Sommet.pour lancer un appel
en faveur d'un surcroit de solidarité en vue d'empécher qu'il en soit ainsi. La
solution @ mettre en oceuvre devrait &tre globale; elle pourrait consister &
imaginer d'autres créneaux de financement exceptionnel, y compris dans les secteurs
sociaux qui ne sont pas immédiatement productifs. Mais en taison’'du poids de la
dette. Le cas particulier du Senegal donne la mesure de la gravité de la situation.
En effet, voila un pays qui a besoin de 141 495 739 dollars des Etats-Unis
d'Amerique pour financer son plan quinquennal pour 1'enfance mais dont 1'encours
de la dette est estime, au 30 juin 1990, a 679 353 333 dollars des Etats-Unis
d'Mmerique. Peut-il payer ce montant et poursuivre, en méme temps ses efforts
en vue d'ameliorer le sort des enfants par 1'application eéffective de la Convention
relative aux Droits de 1'Enfant ? Je suis sir que vous repondez comme moi nega-
tivement & cette questionm. :

La démarche dont je viens de faire €tat pourrait revitir la forme
d'une reconversion de la dette ou celle d'un rachat, selon la convenance des
creanciers, avec une clause limitant 1'utilisation des fonds ainsi déhagés au seul
financement de programmes en faveur de l'enfance, étant entendu qu'il appartiendra
aux gouvernements des pays bénéficiaires de definir les prograumes.

: Son impact positif sur notre avenir commun me semble justifier les
sacrifices qu'elle entraine pour certains. - ‘

Pour terminer, je reaffirme tout 1'espoir que le Sénégal place dans
ce Sommet. Je souhaite que ses conclusions solent uarquéhs par le sens de la’
sclidarite que nmous partageons et qui nous réunit, aujourd'hui, en cette enceinte
plus que symbolique. Sachez qu'en ce qui nous concerne nous ne ménagerons pas nos
efforts en vue de la mise en oeuvre de ces conclusions.




World Summit for Children
Contribution of Mr. Abdou Diouf, President of Senegal

I would first of all like to praise the event which has brought us all together here today for such a noble
cause as child’s welfare promotion.

I would then like to pay a tribute to those who have taken the happy initiative of making this Summit
bappen, and to those who have allowed it to happen, be they heads of state and governments or international
organizations' officials. Among those officials, I will award a special distinction to the Secretary Genersal
of the United Nations Organization and to the Director-General of UNICEF.

Today’s Summit clearly illustrated our awareness of the co-relation between our common future and the
adequate responsibility of the problems of the child, of whom we 50 rightly say that he is man’s father and
the architect of the future. Moreover,thuSummuwﬂlbetheOppommyforusmﬁnddlemysmdmuns
to turn our common consciousness into concrete actions.

I am happy to take part in all this, because of the cult that our civilisation, the Sepegalese civilisation,
dedicates to the child. But, it was also a duty for me, from the point of view of our constitution which, in
its title No. II, mmmmeﬁommmmmwmmﬁem%gwhokmduednm
and to pay particular attention to the Youth.

Besides, thmiuindepmdm,Smgdhnmdepubd&om'&iimoﬁuﬁmmm
Jaw which prolongs its cultural tradition.

In fact, man has always been in the core of Senegal’s pofitics, as being an agency and beneficiary of
development. His opening up has therefore naturally beea, the first of our priorities, in all our plans and
projects. The situation of our country which is suffering from the vider development’s constraints, leads us
to consider the problem of health and education for all as a vital objective.

Health and Education for all starting with the child who is more exposed to the consequences of illness
and ignorance. As regard health for all the children, meMPmmu show better
the efforts that have been made in this field. "

AccordingﬁoUNICEF’slastevaluahon,?Opercentofchﬂdtuonm have been vaccinated on
ﬂ:etotalofnanonaltemtory,mdverypossibly,bytheendoftheyentlm we shall reach a total
vaccination coverage.

In the framework of the programmes for the improvement of children's health, it is the fight against
diarrhoeal diseases which has eacountered the biggest success, through oral rehydration (OR) which our
populations have nowadays very well assimilated.

Last but not least, I will report that infant mortality bas significantly decreased in Senegal during the past
decade. Thus, in the 1960’s its rate was of 313% for the children less than five years old whereas 1988
statistics indicate for the same category: 136% in urban areas and 249% in rural areas. But as significant
as they may be, these resuits will remain flimsy as long as we will not master our demographic problems.
We must particularly act on the population annual growth rate, estimated today at 2.7% which is already high
compared with the economic growth rate (4%) and if nothing is done the rate will remain the same since the
fertility rate for women old enough to procreate is also increasing (7.2% in 1989 against 6.6% in 1986).
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In reality, we are facing a problem which we must take into account in a comprehensive way. That is
* the reason why we have set up a policy based on : '

- Mother and Child Health

- Women and Youth Promotion

- Urbanization and national and regional development

1 rest assured that our vision of things is widely shared by the other developing countries and that it will
hold the Summit's attention. My optimism is ail the more justified that our Northern partners represeated
here support our so conceived policy. It is the same for our efforts concerning Education.

As regard our policy in this sector, we have equally besed our actions on our situation as a developing
country. This, we have first started by trying to eradicate illiteracy. The fight that we have involved
ourselves in, in this direction has allowed us to reach todsy a literacy rate of 56%. Our ambitions are
naturally higher because we are aiming at universality. . To reach our goals, we shall make our utmost to
bring today’s rate up to 65% for the end of the next five years. Such an objective is within our reach. We
must nevertheless indicate that economic recession has forced us to adopt structiural adjustment programmes.
m&anm:&wﬂhﬁoudwﬂkﬁmwhi&kamﬁwwmﬁﬁtmmyofm
countries, the implementation of these programmes has often led to a reduction of the budget allocated
social projects. It is generally the case for the Education budget. :

This situstion does not favor meither the access of the grest aumber of children into the schooling
system, nor the adaptation of the latter to our needs and realities. It does not allow either, those who have
been trained to contribute, through employment to the national construction works. Needless to say that the
perpetuation of this situation, will, in the eyes of our populations, take away.the sensc of the existence of an
educational sysm,mdwom,wouldwmpmmiwtheefﬁehncyofﬂwmumwmeUniwd
Nations’ agreement on Child’s rights, document which bas raised so much justified hapes.

This is a very real risk in most of the developing countries. In this inter-dependent world, one must fear
that if this happened, its consequences would ignore frontiers. I would, thus, like to take the opportunity of
ﬁh&mmhbuﬂhmnﬁhiﬁhoﬂubaﬁdmﬁﬂm'm,mwhimphmemdm
bﬁohﬂ;hwuﬂwnﬁﬂhimaﬁﬁuoﬁumofuwpﬁonﬂm,mmﬁuhmddmm
are not immediately productive. But, because of the weight of the external debt of countries concerned, the
more rational way to help them out of this vicious circle is which they are locked up, would be the total or
partial cancellation of the very debt. The particular case of Senegal shows the extent of the seriousness of
the situation. In fact, Senegal needs 141,495,739 US dollars. Caa it pay back this amount and still carry
on with its efforts to improve child’s fate ? T rest assured that you will give a ncgative answer to this
question, like I do. The procedure which I have just stated above could take the form of a reconversion of
the debt or that of a buying up, to the creditors’ preference, with a clause limiting the use of funds thus
released to the sole financing of children’s programmes, it being agreed that it will be the governments of
beneficiary countries’ duty to define programmes.

Its positive impact on our common future seems to me to justify the sacrifices it drags along for some.
To conclude, I would like to reassert all the hope that Senegal sets on this Summit. I wish these

submissions 1o be marked by the sense of solidarity that we share and which unites us today, in this more
than symbolic place. I would like you to know that we will do our utmost to implement these submissions.
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This first ever World Summit for Child;cniﬁiVBSue the excellent
opportunity to turn back and sée what the leaders of the world had
accomplished to promote the welfare of our children and what should
be done to give them a brighter future. |

To get an idea of what has actually been done for our children
worldwide, we simply have to refer to the figures released by tha
Summit organizers. We cannot be rejoiced when we learn that 15
million children under 5 years die each year; 40% of children
‘under 5 in the third world suffer frcu malnutrition. 100 million
children of schooling age are not getting any education, and our
children are usually the primary victims of armed conflicts and
‘other forms of violence. In the true _sense, little has been done
by the World Community "to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war" which is enacted in the preamble of the United
Nations Charter. And yet, these children are supposed to be the:
leaders of tomorrow.
ﬁ‘;; ’

I will fail in my duty if I do not nenticn the echievcmente made by
Seychelles for the welfare of our children over the past decade or
go. Since 1979, the International Year of the Child, the lst of
June has been declared a national day for children in compliance
with the wishes of tha United Nations.



The year after, tha National Council of Children was formed to
oversee the general walfare of all children. A Children's Fund was
set up to finance the many expensas related to children. fThis Fund
darives its rescurces from an indiract tax levied on avary bottle
of beer sold to ths public.

Free Education is provided for all children from the age of five.
Health care is also provided free. There is a program to build
creches in all districts of the country with the help of foreign
aid donors. iomie éb

In fact, the child of Seychelles is a privileged citizen and he
learns to grow up in this privil.gad.position. ind thase efforts
are achieved with a minimum amount of public fupds.

May I take this opportunity to eztend ny wishes and luck to the
participants at this World Summit. S
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LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN

Message from the President of the Republic of Sierra Leone
H.E. Major—-General Dr. Joseph Saidu Momoh

It is with a great sense of duty and awe that I undertake to send this
message on behalf of the government and people of the Republic of Sierra
Leone, to all the World‘s Children. It is a simple message of acknowledgment
of our responsibility, as leaders, for the safeguard and enhancement of the
development of all children sc that they attain their full potential as
responsible citizens of the world. -

Effective discharge of this responsibility requires a rich perspective
of the circumstances of children everywhere in the world, and a public
commitment at the highest politicial level to the realization of a universally
acceptable standard of well-being for all children.

By organizing the children’s summit, the United Nations Children‘s
Fund (UNICEF) has provided us the facility to acquire valuable knowledge, and
access to the most powerful forum ever, to address the problems of children.

I am proud to be part of this historic effort whose ultimate goal
should be the creation of a better world by ensuring, through the realization
of the ideals of the summit, the absence of absolute deprivation and the
enhancement of a higher level of universal understanding and acceptance of our
diverse cultures, which collectively provide a source of enrichment and
stability for human society.

No matter how well-intentioned and diligent, world leaders can not by
themselves alone insure total success of this sacred mission. You the
children also have a crucial role to play if only by chosing to be averse to
negative, and receptive to positive, societal influences.

We the national leaders should make it easier for you to make these
choices by striving with sincerity to reach the goals of the declaration we
adopt at this summit.
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28 September 1990
Your Bxcellency,

It gives me guat plessure to send this messsge of
congratulations and good wishes on ‘the occasion of the inauguration of
the World Summit for Children.

. The idea ta.convene a World Sumwit for Children Is indeed
“unique and deserves universal versal commendation. ' 1 congratulate the Heads
of State/Government' of Canada, Egypt, Mali, Mexico, Pakistan and
Sweden for their initiative .in -calling for sa lnumatloml Summit
Meeting devoted to the cause of the world's “children. 1 wish to
convey my appreciation to the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) for its wupportive and sustaining Fole that has contributed in
no small measure to the materfalisation of the Summit.

Sri Lanks {s s nstion of 18.5 million, of whom a third are
children under 14 years. My Government attaches great importance to
" children's welfare &nd development. We in Srl Lanka firmly believe
that our children form the back-bone of our nation. Proper health
care, education, welfare and development of children, therefore, are
important fncets of my Government's domestic policies. The
institutional machinery has been created to serve the interests of
children In these areas, almost entirely funded by the State,

The basi¢ problems of malnutrition among children is being

addressed by a national Poverty Alleviation, i known as
“Janasaviya®. This is a new concept which is being implemented as an
income-cum-consumpuon-cum investment progran and designed to
strengthen our nation's human resource base, d immunisetion, free

mid~day meals for school childien, free distribution of special child
nutrient "Triposha®, the Sevana Ssrana Foster Parent Scheme and child
sponsorship are some of the welfare schemes implemented by my
Government to ensure our children's welfare,

farﬁcularly happy to state that as @& result of the
lmplemenr.atlon of these welfare measures, Sri Lanka today has one of
the lowest infant mortality rates in the world, What was 29.5 per
thousand children in 1981 has today declined to an appreciable 24.07
per thousand. We consider this an achlevement for a country of our

size and resources.

‘8 om grimnifs oti? dnddo  [Judms sayrus leoedisd gpurs
DEMOCRATIC SOCTALIST REPUBLIC OF SRILANKA
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We are in the process of establishing .4 -Qhiidren's Charter in
conformity with the national and international legislation on children.

In the field of international cooperstion In -children’s welfare, my .

Government has slready signed the Intcmat!onll Convention on " the

'Rights of the Child early this year. We "expect to ratify this

Convention very shortly.
I look forward with pleasure to walcomlnz all new Initiatives

that 'wauld be taksn by -the international community and coopersting

‘with them for their realisation as a mrlng the gmatest good
for the greatest number of children the wm‘l%

I. wish the World Summit !or Mdreu lnd the World
Children's Day sctivities every success. -

Yours sincerely

His Excellency Javisr Persz de Cusllar e
Secretary-General ke e

United Nations B R
New York. . ad I

(Fax: (212) 326-7758)
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SUDAN'S "LEADERSHIP FOR CHILDREN" MESSAGE

Your Excellencies The Heads of State and Government participating in the World
Summit on Children,

Peace be with you,

The Summit for Children is a unique historical opportunity which allows: us
to express the capacity to give a human dimension to the future of our planet,
particularly our children; the voice of tomorrow. Indeed, what we do for them
today will shape that tomorrow. :

We owe & special thanks for the six Heads of States and Governments who took
the intitiative of suggesting this meeting, for UNICEF for nurturing the idea, and
for the Secretary General of the United Nations who has issued the invitation for
it.

I would like to seize this occasion to review the situation of children in .
our country, Sudan, explain what we are trying to achieve for our children, and
what we hope for in the near future, in cooperation with the international community.

The Revolution of National Salvation inherited a situation characterised by
severe deterioration in all aspects of life, particularly in areas related to children.
We inherited insurgency, war, drought, desertification, a structurally deficient
economy and deteriorated services; and reflecting the challenges of underdevelopment,
which many Third World countries share with us, in addition to the world political
and economic situation. All of these factors reflect on our children where the
under five mortality rate remains high (140, per 1000), despite the sincere effort
to reduce it. At the same time, malnutrition rates are high, and educational
opportunities are available for just over 50Z of our children of school age. Clean
water is a problem in a number of our regions and many children live in difficult
circumstances, caused by displacement due to natural calamities, war and vagrancy
while the number of refugees hosted by our country is on the increase.

This situation presents Sudan and the intermational community with a major
challenge. We are confident that the international cooperation, which we are
meeting to commit ourselves to, will help us to respond to this challenge,
especially as there are signs of a new drought in the northern part of our country,
which has made us request the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organizationms (FAQ)
to study the present food situation in our country, and assess the gap that needs to
be covered in cooperation with the internmational community.

In all cases, we in Sudan are committed to the cause of Child First and, for
that reason, we seek peace in our country, together with economic reform and updating

2/...
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economic and social development plans, to arrest deterioration and open new horizoms,
particularly to strengthen services for children.

In close cooperation with UNICEF, and other UN Specialized Organisations, we have
supported national efforts to realize the global goals of Child Survival, Protection
and Development. These include our Primary Health Care Programme, which we have
accelerated to increase the percentage of immunized children from about 43X at the end
of 1989 to what is projected at present to be 64% this year, which we hope to lift
further to 80Z% by the end of 1990.

Despite difficulties, other programmes are also making significant strides, in the
areas of Control of Diarrhoeal Diseases,Acute Respiratory Infections, reduction of
Maternal Mortality, expansion of Safe Water Services and Health Education iam close
cooperation between the Ministries of Health and Information. We are also committed to
the goal of Education for All by the year 2000, agreed to in Thailand.

To enhance our planning efforts in the above sectors, Sudan convened a national
symposium on the "Sudanese Child: the present and the future”. This meeting reviewed
the situation of children in all areas, identified positive and negative factors, and
recommended specific actions, which were immediately implemented by the government.

Thus, it has been decided that a National Child Council will be established to
follow-up . the recommendation of the symposium. Existing laws will be harmonized with
the International Convention on Child Rights, which Sudan has ratified. The Council
will also design a National Human Development Plan to enhance services for children,
and draft a charter for the Rights of the Sudanese Child, on the basis of International
Convention, the Charter of Arab Child Rights and the draft charter of African Child
rights.

I look forward to the results of this Summit to enhance international cooperation
for a happy, safe childhood and a prosperous human future. :

May our children remain First forever.

Lt. General Omer Hassan El1 Bashir
Chairman, Command Council Revolutfon of National
Salvation and Prime Minjister of
Sudan.
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SURINAME, H.E.

RAMSEWAK SHANKAR, ON THE OCCASION OF THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

The World Summit for Children has furnished a useful opportunity to
highlight the specific problems and needs of children, who have,
until now not received sufficient attention from the world community.

As for the Republic of Suriname, the present social and economic
conditions have a negative impact on the efforts of the Government

to adequately deal with the economic and social development of the
population in general, and specifically of the children. Despite
these constraints, my Government is - within the limits of its poten-
tialities and in close co-operation with private organizations imple-
menting national programmes aimed at the protection and development
of children. In this context we would like to elaborate on some of
these naticnal programmes.

CHILD HEALTH :

The Surinamese health care system is structured according to the

principles agreed upon in the Declaration of Alma Ata of 1978, in

which Primary Health Care is identified as the key-component of
health policy.

Cne of the mayor elements of our Prlmary Health Care is Mother and

Child Health.

My Government is implementing i.a. the following health programmes on

behalf of children: _

- National schoolchild-programme, aimed at children between 6 - 12
years old and with the emphasis on medical examlnatlon and immuni-
zation;

~ Under-fives clinics for the target-group 0.— 5 years, providing
them health services such as periodic medical and developmental exa-
minations, immunizations, nutrition advices, general health educa-
tion advices (coverage: 6000 children per year).

- National Immunization Programme, which has as its objective the im-.
munization against Diphteria, Pertussis, Tetanus and Poliomvelit
of at least 90% of the children before their first year;

- National Diarrhoeal Diseases Programme with the objective to decrease
mortality and morbidity among the under-fives. :

EDUCATION

It is our Government's main interest that the entire education system
should contribute to the preparation of all c1t1zens for an optimum
functlonlng in society.

WATER AND SANITATION

One of the priorities of our policy is water supply and sanitation.
Our Government aims at contributing as much as possible to achieve the
objective of potable water supply to one hundred percent of the popu-
lation.

eeaf2



The improvements achieved during the International Drinking Water
Supply and Sanitation Decade (1981 - 1990) are as follows:

- Urban water coverage increased from 85% to 95% during the decade.
Because of the national economic situation, maintaining the level
of service has been a problem, since new production facilities
could not be developed;

- Rural water coverage increased from 55% to 90% during the decade.
In spite of economic constraints, six new systems were built.

SOCIAL WELFARE

The Social Welfare policy of the Government of Suriname is mainly
aimed at promoting a well-balanced and harmonious growth and deve-
lopment of minors toward social independence and integration.

In this regard high priority is attached to early childhood develop-
ment. In 1986 a project on Early Childhood and Development was -
launched with the aim to develop a strategy for the protection and
guidance of children from 0 - 5 years.

My Government is convinced that much more could have been realized
on behalf of the children's protection and well-being in Suriname.
The diminishing financial resources however, have been a main obsta-
cle to the full implementation of the Government's strategies. Thus,
many problems affecting children in Suriname, 'still need to be ..
addressed which makes it the more necessary to continue all efforts
beyond the World Summit.

Although this World Summit undoubtedly will contribute to awakenlng
the awareness in the international community for problems concerning
children, and will lead to the mobilization of efforts nationally as
well as internationally, it will be necessary to overcome the present
economic stagnation of the developing countries in. order to attain its
objectives,. _ .

The Surinamese Government really hopes thatzthls “World Summlt will
provide further impetus for creatlng substantial international support
for the developing countries, in order to enable them to affectively
promote children's protection, their survival and development.

Paramaribo, 29 Septembe; 1890

The President of the Republ)ic of Suriname
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' PRIME MINISTER

s e
— September 26, 1990
World Summit for Children
A Swedish Perspective on Responsibilities and
Opportunities for Children's Survival and
-Development.
There are no children who are "yours" and “"ours”.
Children are the future of our common world. It is a
joint responsibility within and among nations to
safequard them.
In Sweden, it took us time to reach our current infant
mortality rate. This rate is now, -together with
Finland‘s, the lowest in the world. In the beginning of
this century we had rates equalling those of present
developing countries. We built our work on the
principles of squality and solidarity. We had a sound
foundation in our long-time literacy work and
administrative systems permeating every parish and a
forward-looking labour movement. And we built our
country in peace. et ;
We were determined not to overlook, in the course of
long-term planning, those who would once implement the
plans. It would not have been possible without politics
ensuring devoted involvement of all sectors of society;
health, education, social welfare, housing,
communications, labour market, non-governmental
organizations, popular movements, enterprises and
research,.
It is not possible without the active involvement of
people, men and women, especially women. And what has
once been gained must continuously be safeguarded in
solidarity. The responsibility for a child lies with
the family, but with the government assisting families
to shoulder that responsibility.
It has not been easy nor simple, nor is there any
chance that the achievements reached will last unless
we set our minds to it.
Prime Ministar's Office Telephone Tolan .
S-103 33 STOCKHOLM 08-763 10 00 17820 premier S

Sweden (46 8) 763 1000



Children have now got their own legal instrument to
protect their interests, in the United Rations
Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Convention
encompasses children in both developing and developed
countries. It urges all nations to see to the best
interest of the child on all levels. Sweden and a
number of other states have ratified the Convention.
I look forward to all other countries doing the same.

In international development..co-operation Sweden
emphasizes human resources devalopment. We have not
separated children as a specific group to be reached.
Children are, during an important period in their life,
members of societies with which we co-operate for
development. Their uniqueness is their vulnerability
and dependence on one hand, .and. their role in shaping
and building the society of tomorrow.

They are vulnerable in regions where srmed conflicts,
racism, apartheid and foreign occupation mark their
lives, mutilate them, traumatiie them, separate them
from their family and home.

With gains in the process of disarmament, and conflicts
solved in negotiations, political decisions on the
utilization of the peace-dividend must focus on
investments in the futurc. F

I hope to see thil evolvo 1n t process of
poac.-huildinq.

Children are vulnerable in the silent emergency of
poverty. Resource-allocations to development within
countriez as well as internationally can and must
increase for children.

ngvar Carlsson
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Message du Président de la Confédération Suisse 3 1'occasion du Sommet
mondial pour les enfants

Ltenfant est 1'avenir de 1'humanitd, il en est en méme temps 1‘'Elément le
plus fragile : deux raisons foml-am:alps pour que tout soit entrepris afin
de protéger et de favoriser son é&panouissement. ‘

La Suisse se falicite de ce que le Sommet mondial pour les enfants- permette
une mobilisation de toute la communauté internationale dans ce but, et
partage entidrement les objectifs contenus dans la Déclaration et le Plan
d'actfon. Une haute priorité y est & juste titre accordée 3 la protection
des enfants. De nombreuses souffrances d'enfants, absolument inacceptables,
ne sont pas le résultat de 1la fatalité, mais du comportement humain.
Seaucoup trop d'enfants encore enfermés dans des camps ou des prisons, sont
1'objet de violence, parfois de torture, ou sont retenus comme otages. Il ne
faudrait pas oublier non plus tous ceux qui sont contraints, par Tles
circonstances é&conomiques et sociales, & effectuer des travaux accomplis
normalement par des adultes. Leurs droits doivent étre protégés partout. La
protection des enfants doit sussi recevoir une priorité absolue dans le cas
de conflits armés. Dans ce sens, la ratification et la mise en oeuvre de la

Convention des droits de 1'enfant par: toute la cosmunauté internationale
signifierait un pas important. . '

De gros efforts ont &té faits ces trente dernidres années pour améliorer le
sort des enfants & travers le monde. Des résultats notables ont été obtenus
dans de nombreux pays. 11 n'en demeure pas moins qu'un trés grand nombre
d'enfants, trés souvent avec leur mére, continue de souffrir de faim, de
mainutrition, de maladies transmissibles &vitables et de mortalité précoce.

Beaucoup reste donc 3 faire. Les documents du Sommet indiquent bien les
voies & suivre par la communauté internationale, et cela dans une stratégie
multisectorielle cohérente et bien intégrée.



Une juste importance y est attachée au rdle de la famille ainsi qu'd. la
santé et 3 1'éducation des mires, de méme qu'd la lutte contre la faim et la
malnutrition, & 1'accds aux services de santé primaire et i 1'eau potable,
ainsi qu'd 1'&ducation de base pour tous, garcons et filles.

La réalisation de ces objectifs demandera un effort considérable de
1'ensemble de la communauté internationale. La Suisse est prite § assumer
pleinement sa part dans cette tiche cruciale. Elle contribuera 3 la mise en
oeuyvre du Plan d'action par des activités propres, par le soutien 3 des
programmes spécifiques d'organisat'lon's non-gouvernementaies ainsi que par
une participation active & 1a coopération au développement wuitilatérale.
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MESSAGE

| ‘FROM
HE.  GENERAL CHATICHAI CHOONHAVAN
PRIME MINISTER OF THAILAND
TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN
29 - 30 SEPTEMBER 1990, NEW YORK

dassaw [ EENRRERNERXEN)

As nations open -their doors to peace and human freedom,
mankind is faced with a new challenge--that of how to together ensure
a better future for'all; And, indeed, our nations' common future will
depend on how well we prepare our children tc meet the challenges of
tomorrow,

The 1990s will therefore be characterized by increased
international concern for the welfare of the child. The World Summit
for Children is a clear manifestation of this. Indeed, it is the
first forum of its kind that accords leaders of nations the opportunity
to focus their attention exclusively upon the well-being of our children.
It is also the first ever Summit that brings together Heads of State
and Heads of Government from all four corners of the world,

J The World ...ievevnes



The Werld Deciaration on the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children, which will be adopted during the Summit, is a
clear expression of our commitment to protect and promote a better quality
of 1ife for the following generations. On behalf of the Royal Thai
Government, I should 1ike therefore to pledge our full support for this
Declaration, as well as for the Plan of Action, which will hopefully
address all the concerns now before us. '

As we enter the 1990s, remember that our prosperity can only
be ensured if our children are well cared for and protected against neglect,
exploitation and abuse. Certainly, our children deserve nothing less.

General

{Chatichai Choonhavan) -lf;:’
Prime Minister of Thailand
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MESSAGE DE LA DELEGATION TOGOLAISE AU SOMMET
MONDIAL DES CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE GOUVERNEMENT
-=---- POUR LES ENFANTS —————-

La présence du TOGO 3 cet important Sommet Mondial est
un témoignage de l'importance qu*'il accorde aux Enfants dauns
sa politique de développement et de sa volonté de s'engager i

oeuvrer pour leur bien-&tre. .

Depuis plus de deux décennies, la politique du Gouverne-
ment Togolais a accordé un rang de priorité élevé au bien-&tre

des enfants du milieu tant urbain que rTural.

Ainsi diimportants sacrifices ont été consentis dans les
domaines de la Santé, de 1'Education, de 1'Alphabétisation, de
l'accés &3 1'Eau, de l'assainissement, de l'Autosuffisance alimen~
taire, de la protection sociale et juridique, ainsi que dans ceux
de 1'amélioration du rGle de la femme, de la mére de famille la
premiére éducatrice de 1'Enfant, et de 1'égalité des chances et

des droits aux garcons et aux filles.

Des prix décernés par la Communauté Internationale et les
félicitations sont venus récompenser certains de ces efforts.
Nous voudrions citer ici le prix de 1'UNIFEM (ONU) décerné au

TOGO en 1987, pour sa pdlitique‘d'intégra:ipn des femmes au dé-

.

veloppement.

Trois prix ont récompensé les efforts du Gouvernement en

matigdre d'alphabétisation et d"éducation des adultes.

En 1989; ses efforts en matiére de l'espacement des nais-
sances ont_ été récompensés par le Prix des Natians Unies pour

l1a pecpulation,

I1 a recu des félicitations et des encouragements pour
sa politique d'autosuffisance alimentaire et pour son programme

élargi de vaccination, considéré comme . 1"un des plus réussis.

Le Togo a été parmi les tous premiers i3 ratifier la ré-
cente Convention des Nations .Unies sur les Droits de 1'Enfant.
Neus espérons que ce merveilleux instrument qui fait "honneur
4 la Communauté Internationale,;servira de tremplin a tous ceux
qui oeuvrent avec foi pour assurer aux enfants du monde entier,
le droit d"'aborder le prochain millénaire dans la dignité et la

Paix.



Pour la décennie qui commence, le Gouvernement du Toge
poursuivra sa politique sociale en faveur de 1la néré et de l'en-
fant, et de la famille en général. Cellule de base de la Société
milieu privilégié d'épanouissement de 1'enfant, la famille devra
davantage prendré conscience de l'importance de son rSle'dans_l'a—
venir de 1'Enfant. Il lui appartiendra désormais de lutter pour
sa cohésion et de veiller 3 ceé que les valeurs morales positives
de nos cultures & savoir : la tolérance, la génétosité, le par~
don, l'aéceptation du prochain, etc...toutes des valeurs garantes
de la faix solent sauvegardées face aux agressions culturelles.

Depuis plus de deux décennies, le Togo vit dams la Paix,

et souhaite & tous les Enfants du Monde Entier, un avenir de Paix,

de Sécurité et de Justice.

L'un des moyens pour y parvenir sera l'introduction de

1'Education pour la Paix dans les Ecoles en vue d'amener dis

le bas &ge, les enfants & mieux comprendre et & éviter les causes
de la guerre, & cultiver em eux les vertus de la tolérance et de

la compréhension mutuelle.

Dans la m&me optique, il est important de faire diminuer
puis de supprimer les jouets de guerre qui, bien qu'inoffensifs,
laissent dans le subconscient innocent des enfants des tendances

belliqueuses et des réactions de violences.

Le TOGO souhaite vivement que ces propositions soient
prises en considération dans les conclusions du Sommet et que

tout so0it mis en oeuvre en vue de leur traduction dans les faits.

e
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MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE A.N.R. ROBINSCN, PRIME MINISTER
OF THE REPUBLIC OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO ON THE WORLD SUMMIT
FOR CHTT.DREN, NEW YORK - SEPTEMBER 29-30, 1990

On behalf of the Government of Trinidad and Tobago and
on my own behalf, I wish to express sincere appreciation to the
Governments of Canada, Egypt, Mali, Mexico, Pakistan and Sweden for
their vision and humanitarian concern in propesing this important
initiative to focus increased attention at the highest political
level on the concerns and well-being of children. I also wish to
congratulate the Executive Director of UNICEF for the important
preparatory work which UNICEF undertook to make this Summit a
reality.

Trinidad and Tobago, a country with a predominantly
young population, is committed to the goals and strategies
emphasized by the Summit for ensuring the healthy physical and
mental development of children as key elements in the socio-economic

advancement of developing countries.

My. Government will dlllgently pursue the strategies laid
down in the Plan of Action for the perlod 1990-2000 in order to
fulfil its commitment to children in the cpmlng years and to ensure

them a brighter future and a better world.
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Sudara. 29 September 1990

. Children are the common heritage of mankind. Each society sees in
its children its own hopes, dréams a.:zd aspirations for the future.
Musiafa Kemal Ataturk, the founder of the Turkish Republic, said, "the
members of our younger generation -- constitute ‘indeed the highlights of

the assurance for our future. All my hopes reside in our youth.”

The true measure of a sociely’s greainess is what it does to
nurture its children, for they are the world’s most innocent citizens,

looking to us for comfort, protection and love.
But too often we fail them.

At a time that should be the most joyous of their life, millions of
the world’s children know only poverty. Days they should spend
exploring the wonders of life they instead spend hi:ngry, desperate for

food just to see them through another day.

Children are society’s most sacred trust. Should we fail them, then

we shall surely fail ourselves for they are our future.

The health, happiness and well-being of the world’s children must
be our goal. Guaranteeing these rights for our children must be our

priority.
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This is especially important to developing nations for no society
can develop, either politically, economically or socially, if the children

are left behind.

As a recipient of the first annual Child Suz;vival Country
Recognition Award, Turkey’s efforts on behalf of its children have been
acknowledged internationally. Those efforts are embodied in 5 nationwide
program to immunize our children against measles, polio, tetanus,
whooping cough and diphtheria, to pmvidc; pre—-natal m, and education

in nutrition and family planning.

Each year since the founding of our republic, the Turkish people
have set aside April 23 as Children’s Day. On this day ﬁ(é-give thanks
for the gift of our children. It is the day for reafﬁrmng the sacred

bond that links our present and future generations.

We must never forget that our children a.re,-]itérallf, .the promise
of a better tomorrow. As we grow to maturity, and assume the
responsibilities of adulthood, all of us become burdened by problems
tbat- seem to have no solution, by challenges that seem insurmountable.
But our children permit us to hope that one day those prob]ems will be

solved and those challenges met.

hd;

Turgut OZAL
President of the Republic of Turkey
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On behalf of the Government and people of Uganda, I
heartily welcome thé World Summit for Children, as a belated
landmark, representing a commitment at the highest level, to
the survival and welfare of the most vulnerable sector of
our society, Last month, we witnessed. the entry into force:
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. It is the
first legal instrument defining and lending content to the
rightful status of the child in society. The approval of
concrete development goals and strategies for children in
the 1990'g, was yet another step forward, in commitment to
the alleviation of the plight of the child. .

At a -first glance around our globe, one cannot but
-marvel at the astronomical technologica) advances attained
by the human race. However,. the greatest irony of this
remarkable progress-is its existence, alongside the tragedy
of shamefully high mortality rates, abject . poverty,
deprivation, hunger, disease and illiteracy. Children are
the first victime of these deplorable afflictiong.
Furthermore the most innocent members of soclety are the
worst hit victime of the effects of armed conflict, civil
strife and massive military expenditure.

28 of the 43 least developed nations of the world are
located in Africa. It is therefore no surprise that 21 out
of the 30 countries with the highest under-five moxrtality
rata (over 170 per 1,000) belong to the continent. Only 36%
of these children have access to safe water and only 42% can
reach a health uhit in less than ane hours walk. 17
gountries with 70% of the population of sub~gaharan Africa,
have suffered -gevere and. prolonged conflicts since the mid-
19508. Sub-Saharan Africa, with one~tenth of the world's
population, accounts for about a third, or almost 4 million,
of the world officially recognized refugees and 12 million
of its displaced persons. . o -

. The system of apartheid has had a devastating impact on
the sgurvival and development of children in South Africa,
Between 1981 and 1985, the national infant mortality rate
wag 12 per 1000 live births for the white minority, compared
to 124 per 1000 for African children. Only 4% of the black
children complete secondary education in contrast to 69 % of
the white children. Besides the traumatic impact .pf physical
brutality on +the black ¢hildren, structural violence
corrupts the minds of white and black children, alike.

In Africa, economic and technological underdevelopment,
heavy undebtedness, = : adverse terms of trade continue to
- undermine our ability to protect our most pPrecious resource.
Stringent devaluation and structural adjustment measures,
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entail deep cuts in 'expenditure on social services which
further impede our efforts to alleviate the plight the
child. This situation is aggravated by the presence of
authoritarian, non-participatory styles of government.
Relevant systeme of education are a vital factor in any
attempt to solve Africas problems.

Nonetheless, the contirent has not been daunted in its
commitment to the protection and promotion of the rights of
the child. This commitment reached new heights last July
when African leaders adopted a Charter on the Rights ang
Welfare of the African Child. They also adopted resolutions
on the establishment of national structures for monitoring
its implementation, on the African Decade for Child Survival
Protection and Development, on the ¥World Summit for
Children, and on peace for children. In 1988, the OAU
endorsed the Bamako Initiative, which aims at mnking public
health care, maternal and child health services, universally
accessible, :

T -

SRR

, - Oon the home front, Uganda has signed and ratified the

Convention on the Rights of the Child and is in the process
of incorporating it into her Constitution. We have
establishad an Inter~-Disciplinary Child Law Committee to
reviaw. sections of <the Constitution unfavourable to
children. Wwithin = the framework of universal child
immunization, we have reduced the infant moxt-.alj.t.y rate from
35% in 1981, to 15% by 1989.

Any solution to the - plight . of ,;he ‘child must
effactively address the underlying problems  faced by, our’
continent. We must review the existiny "
economic order address the guestion of debt .and create a
favourable atmosphere for free trade.” In the context of
international cooperation, timely economic assistance should
be directed towards forward looking .policies in key areas
such as education, agriculture and health, We must strive
to strengthen efforts at regional cooperation and sconomic
integration. ' Tha elimination of underlying .gcauses of
instability is essential if lasting peace is to prevail.

I hope that the World Declaration on the Survival,
Protection and Development of the Child will see real
commitment to implementation, through effective
coordination, monitoring and follow-up measures, at the
national raegional and international levels. :

i hterhational =
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TIOCAAHMUE NMPEZHAEHTA CCCP
M C.TTOPBAYEBA K AETSIM MHPA

<

Ioporne iOHblE rpaxaase mupa!

Mue nipenocTamieHa — 3aMevaTeNbHas  BOSMOXKHOCTL  CEPHCYHO
NPHBETCTBOBATE BaC.
3ra BCTpeua Gempeuencma HE TONBKO CBOMM - ypoBHeM. Omna
obpallicHa B rpaOylMii BeK, NPOMCXOMMT HA NEPEIOME 3MOX BO BCEMHUPHOM
Pa3BUTHM, KOrAia YXe CHETaHbl NEpssie KPYRHbIC WArM B HOBBIA ‘MUPOBOH
NOPANOK. _
IpeacTouT npeoZoneTh elle HeMano mpensrcrsud. Boem npmaerce
NOTPYAXTHCR, YTO0L! ¥30ABUTHCH OT YHACIEAOBaHHBIX OT MPOLLIOrG HOPOKOB: OT
| MPUBLMNEK BOOPYXEHHOR CHNOA pelaTh . MEXKAyHapOOHBIE U JApyrue
NPOTHBOpEYMA, OT CKJIOHHOCTH CTpoMT: Gnarononydme 3a CYeT JAPYTHX, OT
OMACHOr0 3AarpA3HEHNs CPelbl, MPETEH3HIl HA MPEBOCXOACTBO Wiu 0cobLle mpasa
B MMpOBOM coobillecTBe U B CBOEH érpane, OT ‘PacoBBIX, HALMOHAIUCTUHECKHX,
PE/UIMOGHBIX ¥ UOCOIOTMHECKHX NPEIPACCYAKOB, MACCOBOTO FONONA M HMINETH,
Gonesteli, HAPKOMAHKM ¥ ANKOrONKEMA, OTCTRNOCTY ¥ HETPAMOTHOCTH.
Bam mpunumath 3CTadeTy, TOTOBUTRCH “OCOSHAHHO M OTBETCTBEHHO
BCTYMMTL B HOBBIA MWD, HabMpaTs ¥ HeCTH aanbmc 3HAHMS momecma,
KyALTYPY, UCHHOCTH FyMaHusMa. Bam noOCTWraTe Hayky XuTh B COrAacui, B

- aTMOCepe E3aUMHOIO HBAXKEHUS, COTPYAHMYCCTEA U EGAMMOIIOMONIA.

Jhnus coobua BO3MOXKHO MOGEANTH TPYAHOCTH NEPCXOAHOrO BPEMCHU.
Yro' TaKoe COMMOAPHOCT M NEACTBEHHOE COMYBCTBHE, MBI CO BCEH CIIOH
OMIYTHAN HEOaBHO, KOrZA Ha HAc OGPYLIMMUCH 3EMACTPACCHME B APMCHMH X
yepHOGLUIECKAS KaTacTpoda. B umcne xeprs oxazamuch u netd. Mbi uckperue
6narofapHsl BceM, KTO HOMOT WM B 6ene. Taxoe He 3a0bBaeTcH.

Hoporue pefsra!

Or Bac 3asucut, xaxuMm Oyaer 3atpa. M Mmbl, crapuiee NOKONCHME,
HAJEEMCH, YTO Cyms0nl MMpa nepemanuM B HanexHsie, IOOpuic M yMeasie
pyxu. :
Or uMeHM COBETCKOr0 Hapoda Xody MNOXe1aTh MAETAM BCeX CTpaH
3HMO0POBbA U CHACTBbA.



IIOCAAHME TAABAM I'OCYAAPCTB H NTPABUTEALCTB -
YUYACTHHKAM BCEMHMPHOM BCTPEYH B HHTEPECAX
AETE#

CepaeyHo NPUBETCTBYIO I1aB FOCYHApCTB M [PABHTEABCTB - YYACTHHKOB
BceMMpHOIT BCTPEYH B MHTEpECaX JeTef. '

VbexneH, 4TO 3TOT YHMKATBHBIA (OPYM NOCTYAUT IeNy EMMHEHHS
MHPOBBIX CHJT panM JyJIIero Hacrofwero- ¥ Oyayulero IR -TIOKOACHMIA,
KOTOpbic MIYT HAM Ha CMEHY, CTAHET BAXHOH BEXOW B MPOABJCHMM 3a00ThI
rocynapcts o cymGax 3eMHOM uMBATMBAaUMK. B ycnoBMAX  HBIHEWIHHX
TIGBUTHBHBIX TEHICHLMM B MEXIYHAPOMIHBIX OTHOWECHWAX KOOPAMHALIMS YCHITHIA
WIEHOB MHPOBOTO COOOLIECTBA MOXKET ODeCTIeYMTh INONUTHYECKHE M
HPABCTBEHHLIC OCHOBbI /LT OXpaHbl ASTCTBA OT BOCHHOW YrpO3hbl M Aerpamauuuy
cpentbl 00MTaHuA, 2N ODECreYeHUs €My TBOPYECKOro Palsutus, MOTHOUEHHOrO
00pa3oBaHusA, JOCTOMHOMO YPOBHS AKH3HU. : :

IOymas o nymix CTpouTenscTsa ummmenaoro u ﬁmnepuoro
MMpa, BaXHO M03aGOTUTLCH, YTOGH GymyluMe XoaieBa MHnaHeTs! C paHHMX JieT
BOMTHIBRNHM HOCAIBl TYMAHMIMA, YBAXKCHME MpPaB "M  LEHHOCTH KaXI0A
qcnoaeqecxon awunocTv. B ITOM omHa ¥3' BaxHemmuX -Lene nepecrponxn B
HauIeH CTpaHe. e :

MexaynaponHas 3a0ota © gersix -WBAACTCA, Ha CHAIN  BSMIAL,
HeOOXONMMON  MPENNMOCELIKOX  CO3MAHMA  AEMOKPaTHYECKOro, CBOGOAHOro
MHponopanka Ha 3emne. Coserckmit Cows, noAmMMCeiBas BMECTE C
yBaxaeMbiMH yvacTHMKamu sCTpeun  lexnapammio u - I[Inan - nedcrsmi,
NMPHHKMAET M HAMEPEH BLIMOMHATL BCE O0M3ATENBCTBA, BBITEKAIOUME ¥3 ITHUX
BaXHBIX NOKYMEHTOB.

XKenaio pam ycnexa B BameM 106POM M FYMaHHOM HAYMHAHUM.

M. FOPBEAYEB



ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT MIKHAIL GORBACHEYV
TO THE CHILDREN OF THE WORLD

My dear junior citizens of the world,

I have been given this wonderful opportunity to extend my heartfelt
greetings to you.

This meeting is unprecedented not only in terms of its high level. It
looks into the next century and is taking place at the dawn of a new era in
world development when the first strides have been made towards a new world
order.

Many obstacles have vet to be overcome. All of us shall have to work
hard to get rid of the ills inherited from the past: of the habit of resolving
international and other controversies by force of arms, of the :tendency to build
one's own prosperity at the expense of others, of the dangerous envirommental
pollution, of claims to superiority and speciai rights in the world community or
one's own country, of racial. nationalistic, religeous and ideological prejudice,
famine and poverty, desease. drug abuse and alcoholism, backwardness and
illiteracy.

‘You should be ready to take over, to prepare yourselves to enter the
new world with a sense of awareness and responsibility,; to enhance and pass
on humanity's knowledge, its culture and humanistic ideals. You are to learn
the skill of living in harmony, in an atmosphere of mutual rapect, cooperation
and mutual assistance. - - Lo

We must stick together if the difficulties of this penod of transition
are to be overcome. Our recent experience has vividly demonstrated what
solidarity and active sympathy can accomplish when our country was shaken
by the earthquake in Armenia and the Chernobyl disaster. Children were
among the victims, and our sincere gratitude goes to all those who have lent
them a helping hand. This is something one never forgets.

Dear kids,

What the world will be like tomorrow depends on you, and we, the
older generation, are confident that the world's destiny will rest in proper
hands, good and skillful.

On behalf of the Soviet people let me wish to the children of all
nations best of health and happiness!



MESSAGE TO THE HEADS OF STATE AND
GOVERNMENT ATTENDING THE WORLD SUMMIT
FOR CHILDREN

I extend my cordial greetings 10 the Heads of State and Government
parnticipating in the World Summit for Children. .

It is my firm belief that this unique forum will contribute to greater
unity of world forces for the sake of a better life and a better future for
succeeding generations and will become a landmark in the efforts of states to
secure the destinies of human civilization. Today, when we witness positive
trends in international affairs, coordinated efforts of the world community can
provide a political and moral basis for protecting our children from the threat
of war and environmental degradation as well as .for ensuring their creative
development, adequate education and decent living standards.

As we reflect on the ways of building a non-violent and nuclear-free
world, it is essential to ensure that from a very voung age humane ideals,
respect for the rights of the individual and the value of human life be
ingrained in the minds of those who will inherit this planet This is one of the
major objectives of perestroika in our country.™= - SR

International awareness of children's needs is, in our view, a necessary
prerequisite for the establishment of a-global" order based on democracy and
freedom. By signing, along with the other dxsungmshed participants in- this
Summit, the Declaration and the Plan of Action, the Soviet Linion :aecepts and
intends to comply with all commitments arising from ‘these important
documents. . P

I wish you every success in vour noble and humane.endeavour.

';'-l

M. GORBACHEV
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 30, 1990

To the World Summit for Childfen:

No moment in our lifetime has been wmore opportune
for a World Summit for Children. Never has our
capacity to come together appeared so grsat. We
come as leaders of the majority of the nations

of the globe and as representatives of the nearly
three billion children of the world. Let a new
chapter begin, a time of unity and hnpe for a better
future for the world's children. :

I am proud to reaffiram the commitaent of the
United States of America to the survival, protec-
tion, and develcpment of the children of the world.
And I would urge that we, as national 1leaders,
continue to work together to build upon the recent
unprecedented successes we have achieved in the
areas of child health, nutrition, and education.
Through improved nutrition and safer drinking water,
millions more children will be able to lead healthy

lives. Expanding the scope of oral rehydration
therapy will avert needless dsaths. By vaccinating
against, containing, and eradicating infectious
disease, we can rescue thousands a day and aillions
over the years.

There is much more to be dtre, and much that we
can do together. The United States is proud of its
leadership around the world on behalf of children.

We must begin with parents. While science and its
application can ensure the survival of children,
their nurturing and development depend on the work
of parents. We must seek to empower parents so they
can be effective advocates and allies for their
children.
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Then there is what I have spoken of as a thousand
points of light -- the commitment of countless
individuals and social, cultural, and religious
organizations to the well-being of children. I
think of the commitment of charitable organizations
working around the clock to ensure child survival
and development; international private voluntary
organizations willing to provide whatever quantity
of vaccine is necessary to eradicate polio world-
wide; and dedicated individuals and religious groups
struggling to care for HIV-infected and drug-exposed
babies. The light from these individuals and
organizations brightens the future of all children.

I think also of universities-eager to put their
research efforts into fighting the problems of
poverty, illiteracy, and disease more -effectively;
of industries willing to develop products and
dedicate profits to address the problems of people
unable to obtain needed medicines or ivaccines for
themselves or their children; and of scientists
devoted to .applying their inspiration to the
betterment of mankind. . I :

In addition to ensuring children’s survival, we must
enable every child to learn. <.Bducation has always
been the key to opening doors of opportunity. The
.growth of democracy demands educated populations.

As world leaders, we must work to provide every
child with the opportuniiy:-for .an education..- We
must act on the valuable work of the World
Conference on Education for All. . .« - .

As this chapter unfolds, we as world leaders bear
the responsibility for leading our nations to ensure
the well-being of those who are least represented,
our children. In them, . we invest the sum of all our
hopes and dreams for the future.

s

May God bless them all., .. -

'Sihéerely, K



VENEZUELA




MENSAJE DEL PRESIDENTE DE LA REPUBLICA DE VENEZUELA,
SENOR CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ,
EN OCASION DE LA CELEBRACION DE LA
CUMBRE MUNDIAL EN FAVOR DE LA INFANCIA

(NUEVA YORK, 29 Y 30 DE SEPTIEMBRE DE 1990)

La celebracidn de esta Cumbre es una expresién de la
esperanza que nos anima a todos. La comunidad internacional
~ debe empeiiarse en lograr-que los grandes avances cientifico-

técnicos del siglo XX sean puestos decididamente al servicio de la
poblacién del futuro.

Esta Cumbre, en la cual se congrega una numerosa y
destacada representacién del liderazgo mundial, constituye una
oportunidad Unica para alcanzar un-acuerdo al mas alto nivel
politico que otorgue la debida prioridad a las acciones
encaminadas a garantizar la supervivencia, proteccién y desarrollo
de la Infancia en la década de los noventa como el fundamento vital
del desarrollo econémico, social y politico de las naciones. La
Declaracién y Plan de Accién qué aprobaremos en esta Cumbre
reflejardn nuestro compromiso, inspirado en una nueva ética
nacional e internacional. -

La participacién de Venezuela en‘el Comité de
Planificacién de esta histérica reunién prefigura el elevado interés
que nuestro pais le otorga. Esta valoracién responde a la
conviccién de que el ideal de un mundo mejor, mas racional y justo,
solo podria cumplirse si logramos garantizar hoy la satisfaccion
oportuna y eficiente de las necesidades basicas de los nifos.

El Estado venezolano ha ratificado la Convencidén de las
Naciones Unidas sobre los Derechos del Nifio al concebirla como
un instrumento ético-juridico que servird como marco adecuado



para estimular la formulacién y aplicacién de politicas nacionales
que traduzcan los deberes de la sociedad hacia la infancia,
entendiéndola como su méaxima prioridad. El Estado venezolano
manifiesta desde ya su més entera disposicion a colaborar con las
actividades que adelante el Comité que en el marco de la
Convencién supervisara el cumplimiento de los derechos de los
nifios, esos derechos humanos tan impune y extensamente

violados.

El gobierno venezolano ha otorgado a la nifiez un rango
. .de primera jerarquia en la accién social que yiene adelantando. En
ese orden de ideas, para 1991 congregard en una Conferencia
Nacional sobre los Derechos de la Infancia a los mas
representativos sectores del pais para que, conjuntamente con los
organismos del Estado que tiénen la mision de adelantar su politica
social, definan los términos de un compromiso en favor del
bienestar de la infancia. Ese compromiso deberé concretarse en
acciones efectivas que, a lo largo gle la presente década, nos
permitan erradicar los principales problemas que aquejan a
nuestros nifios. Ello deberé en particular, propiciar,e| surgimiento
de condiciones que puedan garantizaries en forma permanente una
nutricién adecuada, un desarrolio pleno de su potencial biolégico y
el acceso a una educacion de alta calidad. £sa gducacién debera
responder en forma efectiva a las exigentes demandas que las
transformaciones actuales, en todos los érdenes de nuestra
:ociedad, habran de plantear en los préximos aiios a los ninos de
oY. L L e

- Hagamos de esta Cumbre:‘ié baé.e sobre la cual se
fundamente toda la accién social mundial del siglo XXI. .



UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA,
MR. CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ, ON THE OCASSION OF
THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN.

(NEW YORK, 29-30, SEPTEMBER 1990)

The holding of this Summit is a celebration of hope. The
international community must make every effort to put the great
sclentific-technical advances of the 20th Century at the service of its
future populations. ' T

This Summit that brings together an outstanding group of world
leaders, affords a unique opportunity to reach an agreement, at the
highest political level, to give due priority to all measures directed at
ensuring the survival, protection and development of children
during the decade of the nineties, as a vital and basic element for
the economic, social and political development of all nations. The
Declaration and Plan of Action that we will approve at this Summit
will reflect our committment, inspired by a new national and
international code of ethics. .

Venezuela's participation on the Planning Committee of this
‘historic meeting is proof of the high regard in which our country
holds it. This feeling is based on the conviction that our ideal for a
better, more just and more rational world can only be achieved if we
can guarantee today the timely and efficient satisfaction of the
childrens' basic needs.

Venezuela has ratified the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child, since we consider it to be an ethical and legal
instrument that will serve as a framework to encourage the



formulation and implementation of national policies spelling
society's duty to its children, taken as its highest priority. Venezuela
is entirely ready to contribute to the activities of the Committee that
-within the framework of the Convention- is entrusted with
supervising the full respect for the rights of children, those human
rights that have been so often violated with ir;gpunity.

The government of Venezuela has granted a high level of
importance to its children in the social policies that it has adopted.
"In this context, it will convene a Nationdl Confersnce on the Rights
of Children in 1991, that will gather the most represeritative sectors
of the country which, together with the*Stateggencies.-responsible
for the advancement of social policies, will"#efine the terms of a
committment to ensure the well-being of children. This
committment must be accompanied by effective measures that will
enable us, through-out this decade, to eradicate the main problems
that affect our children. In partictldr it éhould promote the
establishment of adequate conditions to ensure permanently their
proper nutrition, the full development of their biological potential,
and their access to a high quality educatiof.~This.education should
_respond, effectively, to the challenges that the transformations

‘occuring at all levels of our society will inipose on today's children
in the coming years. o e

Let this summit be the fqufidation for all tjhe social actions
undertaken by the world in the 21stcentury. =~
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THE RIGHT HON'BLE BRIAN MULRONEY,
PRIME MINISTER OF CANANA,

H.E. MOUSSA TRAORE,
PRESIDENT, REPBULIC OF MALI
EXCELLENCIES,

THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM WELCOMES THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN
IN NEW YORK FROM 29 TO 30 SEPT. 1990.

THE SUMMIT IS A MANIFESTATION OF THE DEEP CONCERN OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY FOR WORLD CHIDREN. IT WILL HELP PROPEL ENDEAVOURS FOR A BETTER
FUTURE OF CHILDREN IN OUR PLANET.

THE PROTECTION AND EDUCATION OF CHILDREN HAS BEEN A PRIME CONCERN OF OUR
STATE. ON 1 MARCH 1990, VIETNAM RATIFIED THE CONVETION ON THE RIGHTS OF
THE CHILD.

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM REAFFIRMS 1TS COMMITMENT
TO THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN AND UNDERTAKES
TO IMPLEMENT THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD.

MAY THE SUMMIT END IN SUCCESS.

PLEASE ACCEPT, EXCELLENCIES, THE ASSURANCES OF MY HIGHEST CONSIDERATION.

DO MUOI,
CHBAIRMAN, COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, 7
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM. v
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‘ PORUKA
PREDSEDNIKA PREDSEDNISTVA SFRJ DR. BORISAVA JOVICA
SVETSKOM SAMITU O DECIL

U danasnjem svetu medjuzavisnosti i povezanosti, nijedan
socijalni ili ekonomski problem ne moze da se posmatra niti
resava izolovano, van sireg medjunarodnog konteksta. Tako i
problemi polozaja i razvoja dece ne mogu da se. resavaju bez
sagledavanja svih faktora - uzroka i posledica - koji karakterisu
opstu medjunarcdnu politicku i ‘ekonomsku situaciju. Sa pozitivninm
transformacijama u medjunarodnim politickim, a delom i ekonomskim
odnosima, sticu se i objektivni uslovi za resavanje akutnih
problema svetske privrede i medjunarodnih ekonomskih odnosa, a u
tom Xkontekstu i resavanje problema dece.  Dve su kljucne
pretpostavke za taj razvoj: sloboda i drustveno-ekonomski razvoj
u nacionalnim i medjunarodnim okvirima. Prva pretpostavka
podrazumeva sigurnost, toleranciju i odsustvo straha, a druga,
postojanje politicke volje i materijalnih uslova za svestrani
razvoj svakog deteta.

Paradoksalno je, medjutim, da se danas kada nam tehnoloska
dostignuca stvaraju mogucnost da se obezbedi dovoljno hrane za
sve i da se rese osnovni problemi zdravstva i obrazovanja,
milioni dece pate od gladi i raznih bolesti i nemaju mogucnost da
steknu ni najnuznije obrazovanje. Neprivhatljivo i nedopustivo je
da danas desetine hiljada dece dnevno umiru u zemljama u razvoju,
samo zato sto nemaju ni najminimalnije uslove za 2zivot. Ovo je .
utoliko teze prihvatiti kada se ima u vidu da je cena spasavanja
decijih zivota veoma mala, a mogucnosti medjunarodne zajednice da
to ucini visestruka.. - C . ' -

od naseg Samita se ocekuje ne samo da usvoji Deklaraciju i
Program akcije, vec prvenstveno, da svojim politickim uticajem
bude prekretnica ka efikasnom resavanju problema dece i otvori
mogucnosti ne samo za prezivljavanje, vec i svestrani razvo] sve
dece sveta. U tom cilju Samit treba posebno da doprinese sto
temeljitijod i obuhvatnijoj primeni Medjunarodne konvencije o
pravima deteta, punom ostvarivanju Deklaracije o ocbrazovanju za
sve i Deklaracije iz Alma Ate "2dravlje za sve do 2000. godine".

Uporedo sa pruzanjem direktne pomoci deci, medjunarodna
zajednica mora, daleke odluchije 1 angazovanije da se okrene
trazenju resenja za ozbiljne ekonomske teskoce zemalja u razvoju.
Neophodno je da se ozivi rast i razvoj u tim zemljama i da se
preduzmu, u tu svrhu, odgovarajuce mere na nacionalnom 1
medjunarcdnom planu. Napori koje ove zemlje ulazu da se oslobode
zacaranog kruga ekonomske i socijalne krize ne mogu da dovedu do
znacajnijih rezultata ukoliko se ne preduzmu i mere za resavanje
njihovih spoljnih dugova, da im se omoguci pristup trzistima
razvijenih zemalja, da dodju do novih tehnologija i, naravno, da



se uspostavi takvo spoljno-ekonomsko okruzenje, koje ce biti u
funkciji podrske nacicnalnim merama i reformama. Bez svih ovih
mera, nema ni pravog resenja 2za probleme razvoja dece ovih
zemalja. Jer, pravo na razvoj ne garantuju samo pravne norme vec,
pre svega, obezbedjivanje potrebnih materijalnih uslova.

Kao predstavnik zemlje koja Je predsedavajuci Pokreta
nesvrstanih zemalja, zelim da istaknem da su nesvrstane zemlije
spremne da ucine, i cine, sve sto je u njihovoj mogucnosti za
pocboljsanje njihoveg sadasnjeg teskog polozaja. One su to
pokazale nizom odluka i konkretnih mera koje su preduzele i
preduzimaju. L

Siguran sam da ce ovaj skup svima dati novl podstrek da se
jos odlucnije angazuju, kako bi se obezbedili .svi uslovi =za
slobodan i svestrani razvoj dece celog sveta. U tom cilju,
UNICEF-u, kome za svoj dosadasnji uspesan rad odajemo puno
priznanje, treba da pruzimo i ubuduce gnatno vecu moralnu i
materijalnu pedrsku u njegovim plemenitim aktivnostima.

o r
v .
A

Mo



. MESSAGE
OF DR. BORISAV JOVIC, PRESIDENT OF THE PRESIDENCY
OF THE SOCIALIST FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA,
TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDREN

In the present-day interdependent and interrelated world not
a single social or economic problem can be viewed or resolved in
an isolated manner, outside a wider international context.
Likewise, problem related to the status and development of
children cannot be dealt with without taking into account all
factors -~ both causes and effects - which characterize the
general international political and economic situation. As
positive transformations take place in “international political
relations, and partly in economic relations, too, objective
conditions are being created for resolving the:acute problems of
the world econcmy and international economic relations, and in
that context the problems ©f children as well. There are two key
prerequisites for such development: freedom and socio-economic
development at national and international 1levels. The first
prerequisite implies security, tolerance and a lack of fear, and
the other implies the existence of political will and material
conditions for the all-round development of every child.

However, it is paradoxical that today, when technological
achievements make it possible to provide enough food for all and
to resolve basic health and education problems, millions of
children suffer from hunger and different diseases and do not’
have access even to the basics of an elementary education. The
fact that thousands and thousands of children are dying every day
in developing countries only because they do not have even & bare
minimum of 1living conditions is both unacceptable and
impermissible. It is even more difficult to accept this knowing
that the prices for saving children's lives is very low, while
the possibilities of the international community to do so are
nanifold. N :

our Summit is expected not only to adopt a Declaration and
Programme of Action, but primarily to be a turning point, by

exercising its political influence, in =moving towards the

efficient resolving of child problems and providing scope not
only for the survival, but also the all-round development of all
children of the world. To that end the Summit should particularly
contribute to the truly thorough and comprehensive implementation
of the International Convention on the Rights of the .Child, the
full realization of the Declaration on Education for All and the
Declaration "Health for All by the Year 2000" from Alma Ata.
Parallel to rendering direct assistance to children the
international community should start addressing the serious
economic problems of developing countries far more resolutely and
purposefully. It is indispensable to revitalize growth and
development in these countries and to take appropriate measures



at national and international levels to that end. The efforts
that these countries are investing in order to break out of the
vicious ecircle of economic and social crisis cannot yield
meaningful results unless action is taken to deal with their
foreign debts, to give them access to the markets of developed
countries, to new technologies and, naturally, to set up such an
international economic environment which would be supportive of
national measures and reforms. Without all these steps there can
be no genuine solutions to the problems of child development in
these countries, for the right to development is not only
guaranteed by legal norms, but, above all, by securing the
material conditions needed. _

As the representative of the country which is Chairman of

the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries I wish to point ocut that
the non-aligned countries are ready to do and are doing
everything that is within their possibilities to improve their
present difficult position. They have demonstrated this by a
series of decisions and concrete measures that they have been
taking. S ' .
I am confident that this gathering.will give everyone a new
_impetus to work even more resolutely: towards creating all the
necessary conditions for the free and all-round develpgpment of
children world-wide. It is with that objegtive in mind that we
should give UNICEF, which we pay -tribute to for its successful
work to date, even greatsr material .and moral support in the
future for its noble activities. - _
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AU HOM DU PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU ZAIRE, LE MARECHAL MOBUTU
SESE SEXO, ET EN CELUI DU PEUPLE ET DU GOUVEERNEMENT ZATROIS QUE J'AI L'INSICNE
BONNEUR ET LE PRIVILEGE DE REPRESENTER AU PRESENT SOMMET MONDIAL POUR LES ENFANTS,
IL M'EST UN AGREABLE DEVOIR DE RENDRE HOMMAGE AUX SIX CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE GOUVER-
DU CANADA, DE L'EGYPTE, DU MALI, DU MEXIQUE, DU PAKISTAN ET DE LA SUEDE
POUR L'INITIATIVE HEUREUSE QU'ILS ONT PRISE DE CONVOQUER POUR LA PREMIERE FOIS
URE REUNION INTERNATIOMALE DES CHEFS D'ETAT ET DE GOUVERNEMENT EN VUE DE SE
PENCHER EXCLUSIVEMENT SUR LE SORT DES ENFANTS ET D'ADOPTER EN CONSEQUENCE UN
ENGAGEMENT POLITIQUE AU PLUS HAUT NIVEAU EN LEUR FAVEUR DANS LE MONIDE.

QUE LE SECRETAIRE GENERAL DE L'ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES,
SON EXCELLENCE MR. JAVIER PEREZ DE CUELLAR, ET LE DIRECTEUR DE L'UNICEF,
MR. JAMES P. GRANT, DALGNENT RECEVOIR L'EXPRESSION DE NOTRE PROFONDE GRATTTUTE
POUR AVOIR TRADUIT EN REALITE ET EX FAIT LES VOEUX ET DESIRS DES INITIATEURS DE
CE SOMMET QUI SE TIENT DIX MOIS A PEINE APRES L'ADOPTION LE 20 SEPTEMBRE 1989
PAR L'ASSEMBLEE GENEBALE LES NATIONS UNIES DE SA RESOLUTION 44/25 PORTANT

CONVERTION RELATIVE AUX DROITS DE L'ENFANT.

LA KEPUSLIQUE DU ZAIRE SOUSCRIT PLEINEMENT A TOUTES LES DISPOSITIONS
DE LA CONVENTION RELATIVE AUX DROITS DE L'ENPANT ET S'ENGAGE A PREPARER L'ENFANT
ZAIROIS A AVOIR UNE VIE INDIVIDUELLE DANS LA SOCIETE £T D€ L'ELEVER DANS L'ESPRIT
DES IDEAUX PROCLAMES DANS LA CHARTE DES NATIONS UNIES ET DANS LA DECLARATION
UNIVERSELLE DES DEOITS DE L'HOMME ET EN PARTICULIER DANS UN ESPRIT DE PAIX, DE'

SECURITE, DE DIGNITE, DE TOLERANCE, DE LIBERIE, ﬁ'mu.m ET DE SOLIDARITE.



A CE PROPOS, IL ME PLAIT A SOULIGNER QUE LE GOUVERNEMENT DU ZATRE TIENT
A ASSUBER A CHAQUE ENFANT DU ZAIRE, QU'EN RAISON DE SON MANQUE DE- MATURITE PHYSIQUE
ET INTELLECTUELLE, IL N'EPARGNERA AUCUN EFFORT ET CELA, DE CONCERT AVEC L'UNICEF ET
LE CONCOURS EXTERIEUR REQUIS, POUR GARANTIR SA PROTECTION JURIDIQUE APPROPRIEE AVANT
COMME APRES SA NAISSANCE ET VEILLER A L'EPANOUISSEMENT HARMONIEUX DE LA PERSOMNALITE
DE CHAQUE ENFANT, LEQUEL DOIT GRANDIR DANS LA FAMILLE, UNITE FONDAMENTALE DE LA

SOCIETE, DANS UN CLIMAT DE BONHEUR, D'AMOUR ET DE COMPREHENSION.

J'EXPRIME LES SOUHAITS LES PLUS VIFS POUR QUE LE PRESENT GOMMET PUISSE
ORIENTER NOS ACTICHNS VERS L'AMELTIOBATION DES CONDITIONS DE VIE DES ENFANTS PAR UNE
ASSISTANCE PLUS ACCRUE DONT II.S ONT BESOIN POUR POUVOIR JOUER FLEINEMENT LEUR ROLE

DANS LA COMMUNAUIE.

PUISSE LA PRESENTE REUNION INTERMATIOMALE DES CHEFS D'ETAT ET IE
COUVERNEMENT SCELLER LES LIENS DE COOPERATION ET DE SOLIDARTTE ENTRE NOS ETATS POUR
LA REALISATION DE CES OBJECTIFS ENONCES DANS LA CONVENTION XELATIVE AUX DROITS D&
L'ENFANT.QUE LA REPUBLIQUE DU ZAIRE VIENT DE RATIFIER, EN TANT QUE REALISATION
NORMATIVE DE L'ORGANISATION [ES HATIONS UNIES DANS L& DOMAINE S DROITS DE L'EOMME
ET ONE CONTRIBUTION POSTTIVE A L'EDUCATION, A LA PROTECTION DES DROITS DE L'ENPANT

ET A SON BIEN-ETRE.

- NEW YORK, LE aomnmﬁ' 1990.

LE PREMIER MINISTRE DE LA BE?UBLIQUE DU ZAIRE
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STATE HOUSE
LUSAKA :
THE REPUBLIC OF Z&HIIA

MESSAGE TO THE WORLD SUMMIT FOR CHILDRBN.
29 - 30 SEPTEMBER, 1990

I feel greatly honoured to be afforded
the opportunity to say a few words on the
plight of the world's children.

In the first place I wish to econgratulate
the United Nations General Assembly for deciding
to hold The World Summit for Children, at which
leaders from all over the world will meet to try
and resclve some of the problems that children .
encounter today. This is a very noble and :
laudable tesk indeed. I also wish to congratulate
the august Assembly for adopting and ratifying:
"The Convention on the Rights of the Child". !

The World Summit comes at a time when many
countries, particularly those in the Third ﬂorld,
are facing socio-economic problems which do not
augur well for the future of the children. In
many parts of the world c¢hildren are dying from
wars and other types of violence; they are-dying
from easily preventable and curable diseases due
to lack of resources; they are the victims of
the economic crisis and the massivc debt burden
of most developing countries today. ~ Most of our'
heavily indebted governments have had to cut
expenditure on social services in order to meet
debt service obligations. This has had a negative
impact on the health and education of our children.
The situation is bound to deteriorate further as
a rooult of the surrent oll orisie whiash hae boen
sparked off by the Qulf criais.

Four those wf us in Beuthern Africa, our

whlldarmiy Lavw wauPPurnwd 2mnd Asnbktnnee ke mafP e

unforetold misery and a multitude of other :
problems due to the persistence of apartheld in
South Africa. Many children are losing their
lives daily while others are losing parents in |
the senseless fighting which 1ls geing on in l
black Townships in Natal and Transvaal. _Further
north, many lives of children and their parents
have been lost in South Africa's wars of
destabilisation in Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe
and Zambia.

fooe



Of equal concern is the holocaust that is
taking place in Liberia. The Civil War in that
country has reached uncontrollable dimensions.
1L 1s difficult to imogine the plight aof the .
thousands of children that are being left home-
less every hour of the day! .

The Government of Zambla is doing its
beast and will continue to search for solutions
which will bring peace t¢ the Southern African
region as well as other parts of Africa and the
World as a whole, The future of our children
will be assured only when there is peace in the
entire globe. We in Zambia will also do our best
to fulfil the objectives of "The Convention
on the Rights of the ChildV.

However, national efforts alone cannot
suffice to resolve the many problems of human
survival and security which we face. We appeal
to Lhe international community to help to amave
the children in Africa and the Third World as a
whole. There is urgent need to bring a quick
end to apartheid in South Africa. Apartheid has
murdered millions of children and their parents’
in Southern Africa. Apartheid can only crumble
by intensifying international sanctions. We i
appeal to Western Governments to put the same
emphasie on sanotions against South Africa as they
have done in the current Qulf erisis.

The international community must act quickly
to bring a speedy end to the war in Liberia in
order to save the innocent lives, young end old,
that are being lost everyday. i

we implore the international community to,
seek peaceful solutions to end the crisis in the
Gulf. Any attempt to solve the conflict by forke
would result in the loss of innocent lives far
beyond the borders of Kuwait and Iraq. This
would be contrary to the noble objectives of the
World Summit for Children, '

Kenneth <Lvid Kaunda :
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

STATE HOUSE /
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29th Septemrher, 1990

I, President R.6. Mugabe of the Republic of
Zirhabwe in Southern Africa welcores the holding of this
historic world sumwit for children and endorses the urgent
need for a “First Call For Children”, after a clear analysis
of the causes of deaths, 1ill-health, poverty and
under-development in children.

The global levels of children’s deaths are
unacceptably too high and vyet could be reduced through
preventive measures. There 1s therefore need to improve
child health through -prunisation, -~health education,
nutrition and provision of clean vwater and sanitation
and education to mothers, thus reducing infant mortality
rates and infant worbidity. T

I now call upon my colleagues, other Heads of
State/Governkent, to conwit ourselves to:

a) achieve total universal imrunization coverage;

h reduction of deaths due to diarrhoéa and gcute
. respiratory infection:

c) wmake health care services availohle to all through
the primary health care strategy;

d) ensure food self-sufficiency, especially at house
hold level, to ensure good nutrition for bhoth the
rother and child;

e} achieve universal access to safe drinking water and
sanitary reans of excreta disposal;

f) achieve universal pre-school and primary education,
and adult literacy with special erphasis on women:

/2



f)

g)

h)

i)

iy

achieve universgl pre-school and primary education,
and adult literacy with special erphasis on women;

urge industrialized nations to reduce expenditure
on arrarents and rechannel the resources to child
related prograrmes in the developing countries;

call on the developed countries to give deht relief
to the developing countries and at the sare time
to create a favourahle international trade environment
for raw raterials, facilitate the transfer of
appropriate technology and reverse the trend of net
transfer of resources fror developing countries to
developed countries:;

eliminate the suffering of children under especially
difficult circurstances, for exarple children who
are victirs of apartheid and {ts distructive
consequences in Southern Africa, foreign occupation
and war; ' ' :

institute and implerent legisiation to enforce the
UN convention of the rights of the child,

Through these measures there can onlv he a drawatic

change in the lives of all children, therebv safeguarding
the prospects of a bright and secure future.

I call upon vyou children of the world to he our

partners in securing a hetter world through discpline,
refraining frow drugs and drug trafficking, alcohol abhuse

ane

applving vourselves dilligently in  cultural,

educational, social and other developnpntal activities,

/l\ /)[/ m:j

R.G. Hugahe
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZIMBARWE




CF item Barcode Sign Page 1
Date 1/14/2010
Time 3:31:55 PM

Login Name Saroja Douglas

T

Expanded Number CF-RAD-USAA-DB01-2010-00000018

External ID
Title
Leadership for Children. Personal Messages of Heads of State and Government on the
occasion of the World Summit for Children.
Date Closed / To Date

Date Registered

Date Created / From Date
1/14/2010 at 11:15 AM

1111992 at 12:33 PM

Primary Contact
Home Location CF/RAF/ZW/S0030-1994-539149746 (In Container)

FI2: Status Certain?

ftm FdO1: In, Oul, Internal Rec or Rec Copy

Owner Location Off of Secy, ExecBoard, UNICEF NYHQ = 3024

Current Location/Assignee  In Container 'CF/RAF/2W/S0030-1994-539149746 (in Container 'CF/RA/BX/ED/DR/199

Fi3: Record Copy?
Document Details Record has no document attached.

Contained Records
Container CF/RAIBX/ED/DR/M934/T009: Exdir J.Grant Summit File
Dat.Date First Published Priority

Date Published Fd3: Doc Type - Format
Record Type A04 DOC ITEM: ENICEF 1946 TO 199

Coven

Creator Saroja Douglas
Signature of Person Submit Number of images
: without cover

(\50« /’:W‘ ‘ ]>Lﬂ ) |

Print Name of Person Submif Image

&mu&/v DO UG

J

Dataset CFRAMPO1 |

| End of Report |[UNICEF





