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A. REPORT OF UNICEF MISSION ON SINGAPORE—

GliNlli?AL

.4tthe time of the Ja?anes.ssurrender the population was at a near-
starvs.tionlevel, Indicative of the depressed physical condition laborers
(on advice of nutrition expert) were capable or onlz three hours of wnrk per
dtly. As a result of an energetic feeding progrr.mconditions lmva improved
ry’exbl:~although nubrition is not yet back to pro-war levels, and stunting
M Erotih is apparent; A feeding FroRram continues for children mgcd 2-6
through 28 centers where 3,000 children are given one meal per,daz; This
covers tha nutritionally most needy children.’ Other services fcr mobhers
a~,d ~h:lldreninclude six dispensaries in the city and tWOi_it~ infant welf~r~>
~cntor~ in the rural (suburban.)areas.

The infant mortality rate la~t year was 8’7.3per 1,000 live births,

. Because of the limitation of funds for ,thi.s relatively small popula-.
tion the authorities agreed that the entire allotment would be spent in
trzining child wlfare and health personnel (nativ&s), in accordance with
the ottached proposals of the government,

~IJD~.~T

‘trainingof five native health and welfare persons, plmces of training
to he sclectod later, One year at $3,000. each...... $15,000,

B.C.G, VACCINAT:[ON

Th.herculosis.has iucrsuorxi,especially in chi,9.drenamd the authorities
.,agree WG ~acci.nation program has high priority. Arrtingem~ntsare b{+ing

sought vith Australia for training a doctor and * nur,sethere. The Mission
oncou.ragedthu health departmmxt to make ar,rmgcmentswith Aust,rtili~also
for vac.cino au.pplyand recommends ICEF fiI!$~ncetrzining and co~t of vacc.ino.

ADMTiJN’fRATI,ON

Administration of training program will be jointly by cocis.1‘fl~lfcu,e ~
* and Health Department, B.C.G. pro~ram wi11 lx,administered by the IiealfihDoparti

Xlerlt.

‘1’INMission reocmmmmd.swith o~]thusiasrnthe training proKrmn. 11s0
recommends in principle the B,C,G, program,

(Thomas Parrcn)

(C.K,Lakshmnan)
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Stwtornentcf Need for J.idand Present Requiremc?nts...—.—

10 Populeti.onby Age Groups.......—-— -.—...—-.-—. ——

(m)
(b)

Total j>opulation.............,
‘i’oLa.lchilclr6nunder 18 yrc.
rnagt.group.,. ...............

Total mothers,,......,......
(expectant)

938,079 (1947 CenS\,.S)

A Sccial Survey Of””’SingaporOwas ilelcl
5 000 hOuse-iu December 194.7,when ,

holds were investi.gwted. Accordin:
to’W figures revealed by this :.!we:
39.~i of the popj.lationwas undel the
age of 16 LUKI17,6% u.ndi~rths age of’7

q:jJo@

(nursing) .............., ccumot be f>stimat.ed.

2, Current and l% -war Birth aid Death Ratss,—- -. ..—. ——. —.-.—---- ..-..—-. —.—- .—..

(a) Birth rate (living births per
1,000 population),.......... 1921 - 29;4’7

lCJ$l - 5~;3,7

1947 - 45.89
,.

[b) Infznt.death rc.t~.........e not available f’(>rag~~groups. Totals only.
(i) under 1 yea. - 87.30 (rate per 1,000 births)
(ii) 1-4 :TSZU-, -1,363 (t;t,l)
(iii) 5 - 9 years 335

(c)

2

,

3, Significant [dise~st,s of childr.;n.——.. ~-.z (~~,000 ex.mined~.

Tuberculosis ‘
Tonsils ~.ndAd,
En<argecispleen
D>fective vision

.?.

;

Mulnps
Malari.a.
Whooping CouEh
T~hoid

Note: Trachom.o:The impr~ssion
iKX:: S’=]:?;g the war yeco.s, It is kept ali”vsin Nm.lc.yaonly by infected
irmigr:.nts, It is holi,Sy@wthat improvod housiag and hvgi~ne, added to sbrict
control of irmuifiz+tits‘“~”would be”sufficient to retidcothis condition to rwgligible
proportions Wfthin-a.aion.
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‘lhefallowing conclusions +.redrawn from

T’uborcv.lo,zisslmws o definite post-wrr incrmr~u
..—. —.— ,

1936...,,..... 3;QZ of :.11s.dmicsiors
1947,,........12.G8X of all :Ldmissioris

Nalnukrition Some avidenoe of rtmlnwtritiorrwa3..,—T——,.—-
amllls:;1Ons,.

Infrmtilc Beri-.Bcri is rare.—..—.—.———.——. ,

1937 ........... 10;B9fiof
1947 ........... 0.37$ of

all Wtrniosiorr
al1 admission

Malaria Out of 33 ca:ms
1

(total admia6iQno 1, O)—.—.
---

(Sub-torti~)
.,

8
Tk most commonly occuri.ngdiseases vwre?- i.

Admission.:- 1,600 &;of cases—.. .
Diarrhoca L.:xlEntaritis undel+2 yH%?O.,..., 417

(

Drorlcho-p?,~u>nu,lie........................ 289
‘I?lbercu.losis(:.11forms).................... 203
Tcta.nusNoonc.torum.......................... 86
Lobo.rPnoumonin............................. “40
“’bklaria (?.11fOITllS) . . .. J . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 33
Rickets..................................... 26
Congenital syphilis......................... 22
M<]ninl:itis(non-tubsrculous) 20

., .

No’t:2 : V.D. In s.dditi.onto ?Jrov?,the following CP.SCSof ven(~rcaldisor.sein-—.
C]-Likircn wure i;rertedat tho Social Hygj.c?noHuspitcl during 1947:

Congcnitql syphilis ,...... 116
Gom.ococcs.lOpthal,nio...... 30

4, Total Num’v:?rof Children and ]~Oth~ra?~~In~tit{:tions.
—. ——— — -..—

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Orphans,.......................—. —

,..

Special :;choolsor homes for—. .=---------
halml~yfipedclu.ldrcn......~—- .——

I)nyzn[inioht nurseries——.. .-..—Q_—_—____ ....,.

~Iy mw:;er-ios.:...............—.

In Singcporw there ~.svery little specific
tr.,+at,nu?ntof orphmrs as such. The tri.tar-
iorrfor assistance is proof of newi, Ev*n X
in institutionswhi.ch are called orp’nc.nage.s,:
childrorr.wi.thone br both p::.restsstil1 $
““?.lfve.r,wy b,>fomr.i, The tctal number of
childr~n cared for in institutions in Sin-
gcpore is 1,.273, In addition, partiol
assistance in th.o.form of one fre,?mer,lper
day is given to a total of 2,800 children.

. . . .
. . . .

‘l?hore&rt>n.ospecial schools or homtisfor 1
hm].dicflppcdchildren, but hwrdicapped
child~cn ars at preswit acccmunodatcdin
existing insti.tution.s. i
NO day end night nurseries.

Two day rrurstirios.

.
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(e)Mother and Baby [centros- milk
.$+;ritions.........................,Thero are ‘N Infant ri”elf’areClj.nirsmllere

mothers and babies arc treated.,

(f) Kindergarten and nursery schools)
(R) Primary schools
(h) ~~cor,daryschools
(i) iJr,iversitystudent school.

Currwt. Food.POsition..—.—

(f’) Evidence of’ undernutrition:

.SchoolChj.ldrcn,.................

k-e-school.......................

——

The toixifn.wmberof children in re-
gistered ~chool~ of s.J1 kimis is 92,.4bG.

It is estimatcxithat possibly lCI,O(N
other children.abt&xl unregistered
schools. Tbe estimated rmmbtirof
children between the ?agosof 7 and 15
is 180;000. (This i’i~ureis bas.d
on the results uf the Social Survey),

Of u total of 20,S52 school children
exemimxl during 1947, 31,56 suffered
f’rornmalnutrition. Previous estimates
are as follows:

Pro-war 5%

1946 49.42$
194? 31.5@$

Of 4,050 children attending feeding cmtrm
4uriag 1947, 92% presented decayed ‘rlsci-
cfuofisteeth, 30% suffer~d from anaemia,
~0~ dry s~~n, 7fiZ+n@ar ~tOmatitj.~$

and 45y~were ~.npoor physical condition
gcmorrilly.

II - Statement re Administration of Proposed Prc~roimne: snd— —..——

111 - SLa-tomcmtre PropoBad Pro<rcmmc.——

After discussion it was ccnmidered that there is no shokta~e of foods-
tuffs, clothi~~:,or medics equipment supplies in Singapor~, which could bo

~or distrib,,tionin this cm~asatisi’actorilymade up out of the sum available .
under the 1,C.E.F. Siu$aporc hns, howavcr, suffered severely as n result tif
the war in that since 1940 s lar~e number of youn: psroons hfitmhe.dtheir
st,.!diesbroken and there ie a serious shortage not only of qw~lifid ,persons,
but also of persons with the basic oducetion on which to found tcchnic:iknow-
Iodgc. It is felt that o.grc:at.dt,dcould be don~.by s.er.din~locris’tudenta
~brcad to receive tr~inir,gin ~P-to.d2t<j~~ethodsreyirding child ho>elthoz,d

welfare. !i%e“typeof’persofisvho wou].dbencf’itmost by such training wrruld
be nurses, and activ[;welfo.roworkers who have Areo.clyncquir+d exporienoo of
loci conditions. They should ‘buprLmarily selected for th,,irabiliky to train
sumbers of cJtihsr-work~rs on their return.. Their courses would bc wurkcd out
in conjunction with ‘ihoauthorii-,i.:sin Lonriouwho plan courses fur o-rorseas
~tudcats. Coursts in child wolf:areat the Great Ormond? Street Hospital cm]
tr:iir]ingbf worker-st.tchildren!s ceutrc;s would be the type of study envioaged.

It is eatimuted that one stuclont could be maintain.vdin England for
approximately ;3,000 for one yasr, It is suggested thu’tpossibly 5 students
might hs selccbcd, and that they should come from persons at presmt ~mploycd
in the Mwlicr.1Department, the I&micipql Health Dtipartment,md the SoGi~.1
Welfe.ru Department.

.:
L.
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B. C.G. Vc.ccifmtion
-+

Apart from the mbovo proposals, the@si; ion was dismssed as to
what mi~ht be done by means of the Fund towards the zpprosch to the problem
of’Tuberculosis ‘;hroughB.C.G. vsccir,o’tier..17>ile the problcm of’l’u”berculosis
is m extr.mely important h.exdlthproblmr,~,nthe tropics, tho rcccnt incrucsc
in t!lisdisc.asein ch.ild.rcr.in Singc,porcis particularly significant.

k.
11;is ,md~rstood thc,tArmtro.liais pl.c.nningto manufocturc B,C,G.

vr,ccir!cl.Ir]conjunctiorlwith the l)ircctorof liledic~lSorviccs of tho Foderntion
of W:laya, it is proposed to make rmquirics of the authorities in f,ustralic.with f

a view to the po.qsibility of sen.din.?,at 1east one Medical Officur end o.Public
HkwltJINurse to that Country to c~bsorvemethods of smnufactur~ and to study in
duki 1 tl,cmethods and tech.r.iqu.esof’the fiold operations. If suite.”blca.rrcmql,-
m:nts c.:ribe made for the h-tilingof’such pers~ns, ?.d.cfin.iteprwpo~al to th~
I.C.E.F. will be made for the cost of transportation and living expens(.sfor a
p.riod.of r.pproximately6 monthp.

The Municipal Her.lthAuthorities in Singe.porehaw selected e.compo-
tent Public Hcxlth Nurse v?nois being aenk to tho United Kingdom for studios in -
B.C,G. It is hoped, thor~fore, that the r,uclcusof one Medical Officc,rm d two.-
i$.n’s;s may bo suf’f’icic]~tto inaugura.tcthe pro;rsmmc in Singapore.

In the evtmt thzt the cbcc~eplans m.steri?.lisej& request will bc nmde 1
to the I,C,E.F. OlsijtO furnish I+,C,G. v~ccir~e,

Frepcrcd by:

T;P. McNicme,,CIiief%ciel Welfare Offioer
Dr. Vickcrs, Chief Medicr.1Officer

2(I>!kiy,1948.
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