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A. REPORT OF UNICEF MISSION ON SINGAPORE

GENERAL

At the time of the Japanese surrender the porulation was at a near-
starvation level, Indicative of the depressed physical condition laborers
(on advice of nutrition expert) were capsble of onlz three hours of werk per
day. As a result of an energetic feeding program conditions have improved
rreatly although nubrition is not yet back to pre-war levels, and stumling
of growth is apparent; A feeding program continues for childrasn aged 2-6
through 28 centers where 3,000 children are given one meal per, daz; This
covers the nutritionally most needy children, Other sorvices for mothers
and children include six dispensaries in the city and twenty infant welfare
centers in the rural (suburban) sreas.

The infant mortality rate last year wos 87.3 per 1,000 live births,

Because of the limitation of funds for this relatively small popula-
tion the authorities agreed that the ontire alletmont would be spent in
training child welfare and heelth personnel {natives), in accordance with
the attached proposals of the government, R

BUDGET

Training of five native health and welfare persons, pleces of training
to be selected later, One yoar at $3,000, cuchease.. $15, 000,

B,C.G, VACCINATICN

Pl

Tuberculosis-has increused, especially in childron and the authorities
agree BCG vacoinntion program has high priority, Arrsngements are being
sought with Australia for training a doctor and = nurse thers, The Mission
encouraged the health department to make arrmgrments with Australia also
for waccinu supnly and recommsnds ICEF financs training and cogt of vaccino.

ADMTHISTRAT TOW -

Administrotion of training program will be jointly by coclal welfare
and Health Department, B,C.G, program will be administered by the Healvh Depart
ment, '

The Misslon revommends with enthusiasm the treining program. Alsco
recommonds in principle the B,C0,G, pregram,

(Thomas Parren)

(C.X,Lakshmenan)

7 June 1948
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OUTLINE OF GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST FOR ICWF ASSISTANCE TO §INGAPORE

Statement of Need for Add and Present Requirements.

L. FPopulation by Apge Groups, ’

()  Total population...eeeeess.ss. 958,079 (1947 Censuvs)
(b)  sotal childreén under 18 yrs,

10 BES BTOUDswessresnrsnerrenss A Scoial Survey of Singapor. wes neld
in Decembsr 1947, when 5,000 house-
hoids were invegtigated., According
Lo the figures revealed by this turvey
39,4% of the popnlation was unds: the
age of 16 amd 17,6% undsr the oge of 7

(¢) Total mothers,..eeevvoar.ves 43,000
{expectant) :

(rursing) trenarresansea. connot be estimated,

2 Current snd Pre-war Birth and D@gth Ra@zi.

(a) Birth rate (living births per

1,000 population).es.ecenas. 18921 = 20047
. 1931 - E6A37
1947 - 45,89

(o) Infant death rets,......., net available for age groups, Totals only.
age groups, ¥
(1) under 1 yoor, 87,30 (rute per 1,000 births)
(i1) 1 = 4 years 1,363 (total)

(iii) 5 - 9 years - 335 "
{iv)10 -14 yeuars -~ 19 "
(v)15 = 19 yusrs - 303 "
(c) Maternal deeth rate.,......., 1948 - 3.3 (rete)
; 1947 - 2,90
At Tindeng Kevbau ’
Mutornity Hospital,...... 1932 - 1.16 (%)
1046 - 1,17
1947 - 0,92

3, Significant diseases of childron (20,000 excmined),

Tuberculosis - 1, 75% Leprosy Cul¥%
Tonsils end A4,  29,80% bngomiz, (mostly from -
Enlarged splsen 1.1% intostinel perasites) 21114
Dafective vision 2.7% Chicken=pox 1;37%
Mump s 2.5% Moasles 0.,30%
Malaria 1,05% : Diphtherie 0,18%
Thooping Cough 0,23% Syphilis 0., 14%
Typhoid 0,15% _

Noto: Trachomo: The impression is thuat this discass hes not noticenbly

incrensced "during the war yeecrs, It is kept slivz in Moldeys only by infected
Immigrents, It is beligwedwthat inproved housing and hygisne, added Lo strict
control of immigeerfs, would be  cufficient to reduce this condition to negligible
propertions within a-semffFiion,
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The following conclusions are drawn frem inpatient sdmissions in children,

-
ubharcuoleocis shows o definite noot=wrry incroase
Juberculofnls SNOWs L dellInite post ' ANCY

1986, e vernsaes 3240% of 811 sdmi
1047, 0000 eaal2,68% of 211 admiss

Melnutrition Some evidence of melnutrition wos manifested in 90m ol btotal
adiplosions.,

ey

Infentile Beri-Beri is rare, - S
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1937 weveanseen, 10,89% of nll admission
1947 .vievrene.  0.,37% of 0ll edmission

¥nlarie Out of 33 casas (totel admissions 1,800)

i

& were Tertion {Ronign)

21 were Asstive-cubumnsl (Sub Tert¢&n)
1l wore Mixed infection -y
& were Unclossified,

|
The most commonly occuring disecsss werei= .
Admissions - 1,600 ' : : Nojof Case .
Diasrrnoca i Entaritis undsr 2 Voarde,ears S
Broncho=prioumonie seevsesscencrarvncarenres 289 -
Tuberculosis {(8ll LOTMS)uuuuneinanrrnnnonens ' 203
Tetenus Noonttorum.iseeeneninvinnnenenenenes 86
Lobar Pneumenit, coeeeeeevssnssssssvasssossss 40
" Mrloaria (@11 £OTMS) uveieeceaseiorneainsnes 33
RIcketE ,varinanrnnaneannnraitieniionnaneinna, 26
Congenital syphilis.eeiesivinanecronnirrenins . 28
Moningitis (non-tubsrculous) o 20
Fota: V,D. addition to ebove, the following casus of vencrcel disense in
childron were Lrbntbd at the Bocial Hyglence Hospital during 1947:
: Congenitol syphilis ,eeeass 116
Gonococcal Opthalmin ,,, .., 50
4. Total Mumbor of Childrer end Mothors in Institutions.
(2) OrphenS,.vesessssesssessesssss In Singepore there is very little specific
T trastmont of orphens as such, The triter-

ion for eesistence is proof of newd, Even
in institutions which are called orphenages,
children with one 6r both prrents still
ceows = T alive.may be found, The totael number of
childrun cared for in ingtitutions in Sin-
gepors is 1,273, In addition, partial

[~
ssaistance in -Hnr\ form of one free marn ] ay
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day is given to e totel of 2,800 children,

1%

(b} Spueial schoocls or homss for _ e

hanaicepped children,......, Thoere sre no speciel schools or homes for
handienpped children, but handiceapped
childyen arz at pressilt accommodatcd in
existing institutions,
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t nurscrics,

(d) Doy murserics..iv.vessees.s. Two day nursvries,
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(e)Mothor arnd Baby Ceatres - milk
FEE L lON Sy easevstssasansrnnvissessThera are 268 Infant wellare Clinics vhere
mothers and babies are treasted.

(£) Kindergerten and nursery schools) The totel number of children in re-

{(g) Primery schools gistered schools of all kinds is 92,456,
(h} Secondary schools Tt is estimated that possibly 10,000

(i) University student schools other children atténd unregistered

schocls, Thbe estimated number of
children between the ages of 7 &nd 15
is 180,000, (This fipure is based

on the results of the uOCl“l Survey).

Curront Feod Position,.

(£) Evidence of undernutrition:

O o it al af w ) =) ¢ + 1 3
TCTllgyseransasnsnsnseses VE B LOLIL OL ga,bu&. school chi

exempined during 1947, 31,66 sulfered
from malnutrition., Previous estimates
are s follows:
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Pro~war 5% '
1946 45,427
1947 51.&6

Pre=schoolsssssesesssssnseranases OFf 4,050 children attending foeding centres
during 1947, 92% presentad decaysd ‘deci-
duous teeth, 30% suffered from anacmia,
20% dry skin, 7% anpular stomatitis,
and 45% were in poor physical condition
gcnerally.

II ~ Statoment re Administration of Proposed Pregramme: and

IiI -~ Statoement re Propoged Progromme.

After discussion it was considered that there is no shortage of food-
gstuffs, clothing, or medicd equipment supplies in Sinpgeporw, which could bs
sa1isiactor11y made up out of the sum awveilable for distribution inm this area
under the I.C,E.F. bJ.rmaporc, l’lD.S, !'lO\?‘uuVLI', suffered BOVE‘I‘L‘,LJ 88 A resuls of
the war in that since 1940 & larpe number of young persons huve hed their
studies breken and there is o serious shortage not only of quulified persons,
but alse of persons with the basic educetion on which to found technicd know-

T ) e T4+ blade
lodge., It ip Felt that o groat ded could be dono by sending locd students

ahroad to recelve treining in up-to-dote methods regrding child health and
welfere. The type of persons who would bonefit most by such training wauld
be nurses, and sctive welfare workers who heve dresdy acquirud exporicnce of
locd econditions. They should he primerily selected for thoir sbility to train
numbers of other workers on their return., Their courses would be worked out
in conjurnction with the suthoritics in London who plen courses for overseas
gtudents, Courses in c¢hild welfare at the Groat Ormonde Stroet Hospital ard
training of workers ot children's coutres would be the type of study cnviseged,

It is estimnted thet one studont could be mainteined in Englond for
approximately %%,000 for one yeer., It is sugpested that possibly & students

ight hs selected, and that they should come from persons at present employed
in the Medicsl Department, the Municipsl Health Dupartment, and the Social
Welfere Departmont.
.
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t from the above proposals, thequestion was discussed as to

ht be deone by means of the Fund towards the spprosch to the problem
r1rlAamd o Ahaamiiwl. R il Pl 2 T o TR AT Bl vyl AT T rvmsitl Aot a
LUAVD L2 uLJL\JUt’DLL U-\)-\J‘. Vt-LU\JJ..L.Lu L»-.LU'.- ¥il L.I..L'-r Wil ]:J.l. UUJ.DU' L LALAS Vil on.LD
tromely importont health problem in the tropics, the rocent incruase
ase in children in Singnporc 1s particulerly significant,

ig an e

It is undargtood that Awstralia is plenning to manufucture RB,C,G.
veeeine,  In conjunction with the Dircctor of Medicel Sorvices of the Federation (

of Mulzya, it is proposed to moke enquiries of the suthorities in Australic with
a vicw to the possibility of sending at least one Medical Officur omd o Public
Herlth Murse to that Country to uvbserve mothods of monufecture end to otudv in
deledll the methods and techniques of the field operations. If suitable srrenco=
mente orn be made for the trdning of such persons, o definite proposal to the
L.C.T.F. will be mede for the cost of transportetion and living sxpenses for o
prriod of cpproximately € months.

The Kunicipal Health Authorities in Singepore have sclectod a compo-
tant Public Howulth Nurse who is being sent to the United Kingdom for studics in
.C.Gy It is hoped, thursiors, that tho nucleus of one Medical Officer end two.—~ ¢
quﬂ;s mey be sufficiont to insugurate the prosramme in Singaporc.

Ir. the event thet the cbove plans meaterinlise, =& request will be made A
to the I.C4E.Fe also to furnish B.C.G. wvacelns,

Frepared by:
T.P. Wc¥iece,,Chioef Sociel Welfere Officer
Dr, Vickors, Chief Medicnl Officer

20 May, 1548,
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