INTERMATION..L GHILDR:E‘N'S EMERGENCY FUND

‘MISSION TO THE FiR BAST

X ' REFORT 0N DURK:

t The HMission arrived in Burma on the merning of June 15 and left
on June 18,

Inmediately after arrival a conference was held in the Ministry
of Bducaticn, Social Services, and Rehebilitation. The conference was
attended by the Chief of Protccol of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the

Permonent Secretary of the Ministry, two of the assistant directors of

Sen, widow of the late Premier), 4t the conference the mission discussed its
cany application the country might meke.

A call was paid also to the Minister of the Departement, who wos
not coaterned chout the technical detclls regarding the mission. As a result
of the conference) it wes sgreed that an cpplication viould be prepared and
given to the mission prior fo its departurc.

The mission called upon the Prime Minister, (Thaldn Ifu) who
expressed intensz interest in the problem of mothers and children, and had

. high hopes for the.succoss of the work of the moternal and child heelth and
welfore commitice, which had been given an appropriatisn of RS. 1,000,000,

The mission was received also by the Forcign Minister (U Tin Tut),

were made to the Central Hospitol, where a conforenee wes held also with
the Acting Dean of the Medical School, to the Vencreaol disease and other

olinics attached thereto, to the Dufferin Maternity Hospital, to & newly

I

estoblished governmental central meternity and child heslth eenter, to 3

orphanages, to the Horecurt-Butler Institute.
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4s o result of the conference and visits, the mission was

impressed by the lack of 2ll types of health and mediecl personnel. The

Burmese have not vwelcomed the continued services of British medicol »
officers or of Indien medical officers. These two groups together

represented o large proportion of the medical forces of the country. !
Pre~ilar, for example, only about 30 students vere admitted annually to

the one mediesl school.

Gencrel Observations, '

Burmz is o country with a lorge surplus of food (rice) which
represents its major exportable product. Beeouse of disorders over large
. areas of the country, cmounting to insurrection, movements of rice arc .
impeded, and currcntly many peddies arc not being planted beeauss of the
hagards to the workers in the fields from the armed groups of outlawse

It wos obvisus to the mission that the newly orgonized
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government, preoceuplced with socurity problems and in many instences .
sﬁaffcd by untrained or at lcast inexperienced persomnel, had not as
vet been able to orgenize comprehensive scrvices for children, 48 on
cxcmple; the Socrétary of the Ministry concerned wos unwilliang to discuss,
even on & professional basis, the séope and content of the proposcls which
might be approved by his Ministry cnd submitted to the iinistor of Forcign
| ', This was a most discour
experience, but the rission vwes told by forelgn représentatiVQs in Rangoon
thet it wee not ot all an unusual cxpericncec, .

The mission hod en opdrortunity to discuss this experience with
a number of high officialé in an informol’ way. They expressed also great
-dis&ppointment and promised to finalize the progrom promptly and send it

to ICEF Heodcuarters in Paris.
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The hoalth needs of the children in Burma are very greot.
The infant mortality rate'was reported to approximate 300 per thousand

live births, One half of the pregoant women in the mdternity hospital
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reported to hove syphilis, Mca}ﬁal supplies, drugs, and eguipment of
8ll typup are in short supply.
after considering both the great neceds of this country and:
the limited mediccl farces availoble Lo supervize any progrom for child
core, the mission belicves on amount not excccding $150,000 might be set asid
aside for allocation to this country vhen, as, and if o well-documented |

prégram of 2ild is submitted.

(Signed) Thoumos Perron
C.K., Lakshmenon

30 Juno 1948



