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II=]ATIOI?:4L CHILDI&NtS EMERGENCY ~~

l\IIISSION TO lTiEF4R ZAST

‘lhel~tissicm arrived in Burros.on the morning of June 15 ~d left

on June 18.

lhmed.iately aft er arrival a cent’ereilcewas held iilthe Ministry

of Education, Social Servicesrand Rehabilitation. The conference was

attended by the Chief of Protocol of the Ministry of I’oreignAffairs, the

Permanent Secretary of the iiinistry,two of the assistant directors of

health cnd the chairman of the Women!s and Children!s Welfwe Bcmrd (iJ.rs.Aumg

Scn, widow of the late Premier). At the conference the mission discussed its

!!Terms of Ref~r~il~elland the statistical dat~ which wzs deSired aS Sup”portillg

any application the country might r,akc.

..
A cdl was p:id also to the Xinister of the Depcrtement, who was

not concerned about the tcchnicsl dctc.ilsregarding the mission. As a result
.

of the coniicrenee;it was sgrced that an zpplic~tion would be prepwed cncl

given to the mission prior to its iloparturc.

The mission chlled upon tho Prime Minister, (Thokin Nu) who

expressed intcnaa interest in the prbblem of motiiersand children, and had

. hi~h hopes for the succcss of the worlcof the maternal cnd child heclth ad

~elfc-m committwe, vhich had beon given siiappropriati:;nof RS. 1,000,000.

The mission was received also by the Foreign Minister (U T’in Tut),

who also cxprossc?i greet interest in t“hepurposes of the mission. Visits

wore made to the Central Hospital, where a mmf crence wos held aloo with

the ;tctingDean of the Mkdical School, to the Venereal disease zid other
.

olinics attached thereto >., to the Dufferm Maternity Hosprtal, to a ne-vl.y

~ est!cblished government:1 central mr.tcrnity mid child health center, to 3

.i

oqhanogcs, to the Harccurt-Butler Institute.
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conference cnd visits, the mission was

tyi>esof health snd mcdiccl persoi~el. !!he

Bumese h~vc not kwlcmmcd the contiiiuedservices of British medic.!l

of’ficcrsor of Indian m~dical officers. Thcse tvo groul~stogether

roprcsented c.lwge proportion of the medical forcen of the country.

Pre-War, for ex:uiplc,only about 30 students were odmitted annually to

the one medical eoiiool.

Gawrd Obswvdicms.——..—.

EurmQ is :. country with .Ilarge surplus of food (rice) which

represents its major exportable product. Because of disorders over ~.argc -

cress Of the country, smountiilgto insurrection, movements of rice arc

impeded, &l currently msny paddies arc not being planted bemuse of the

hazsrds to the workws in the fields from the wmcd groups of outlcwm.

It vw obviaus to the mission that the ncdy org:mizcd

govcrnmen’c,preoccupied uith security problems and in many instsnces

stcffcd by untrained or at least inexperienced personnel, h~,dnot cm ,

yet been able to orgmizc cmsprcheilsivcscvrviccsfor children. As m

cxmple, the Secrotcry of the Ministry concerned was unwilliQg to discuss,

even on Q professional basis, the scope and content of tho propose.lswhich

might bo approved by.his Miniistrycnd submit.tcdto the i.;ikistcrof Foreign

Affairs far forwarding to,the IQIF. This wzs z most discouragii~ .

experience, but tho r:jssionWLS told by fcrcign representatives in P.sngoon

tkt it WLS nut at all ellUnusutc1 experience. ,

The missioo hc.dem op,?or’tunityto discuss this experieoco with

a number of high officials in an informc.1’vay. They expressed also great

disappointment snd premised to finalizo the progr..mpromptly aiidsend it

to ICEF Hes.dc:ucrtcv?sin Paris.

The health needs of the children in Burma are very great.
.

The infant mcrtality rate‘was reported to approximate 300 per thousmd

liivebirths. One half cf t& prcgiant women in the maternity hospitL1

/were
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. \reported to havc,syphilis. Mcdi,c1 supplies, drugs, and c‘qJip!nentof

211 typeD 2Z e in short supply.

●

iftdr ~Oilsid~iing both the gre~t neuds of this coufltryand

the limited medic:l forccs :.v:il:hleto swpervize any progrcm for shild

cm-c, ihc mission lmliovcs on c.inountnd exceeding xl50,000 might be set’csid

:sidc for dloc ctim to this coumtry when, :.s,w.d if.’:.vwU-d Ocuncnt~d

progrom of sid i~ submitted.

(Sign$d) ‘Ihou:.sParrm

C.K, Lokshm?mn
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